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Ed訪o壷Nbte; Jn mαny SOCZetjes, Z#Omen CO融m/e fo be maJg訪αdsed α71d hαZ,e Zesser appor弛れ轟es

thαn me鳩めr jJxprOL’j喝fhejr Z毒es 。nd fhejr se佐zuorth,舟亘pholdZJ7g fheZr dおれ海h出imes ofcon殖ct

αndミリαr, ZUOmen hαひe Jo szJ解r eひen mOre, bejng舟rcjbめ′ drαu)n j7?tO f九e crz化lties, αbuses, Uiolence qf

zuαr. Wbmen get cα略h訪扉he扉ddle pfde印α訪αnd hapelessness, "Ot h乃oz扉喝ho均ZUhere, Or Zt,hen zo

棚fんemselues誓αjn・ The舟ylαut7tg拙n αrticles Jell鵬pfsz”h zt’O耽en jn Napαl, αnd fhe j7坤aCt On

them ofthe o喝O撃CO7華c訪fheir co脇t7γ・ “Wbmen Nbz” Sz鵬llj喝fhe別れks qfMbojsts" tells pfhojO

yomg Z4)Omen αre mCreaSi喝fhe rαn癌`串he PeQple七Ljberαtjon Army yet fhejr issz化s 。re rαreめ′ tαhen

Z4P dy fhe pαr助αnd prqgrammes deひelaped dy z〃Ome壷mαSS布onts αre 7LOt Z7xpleme71ted.

The α助演喝αrtZcle “Wbme71 H呼やed Zn Co7擁ct" d乙t)ells on fhe jmpαCt On Zt)Omen Qf fhe妬eoisf-

gouemme庇con解ct buf,訪pαr寂男lαr, hおh掲加s fhe jssue Qfho撮用rOmen αre missing訪fhe peαCe-

mαhi喝prOCeSS.鋤ese fz,t’0 αrtjcles αddress fhe jmportαnt POint fんαt ZtJhether or 710t ZuOmen αre αrmed

Z戒hgmS, fhe)′ αre fhe most q解cted dy coJ擁c青αJld, dy Jhe sαmeわken, fhe ZeαSt Z扉t九pozuer αS the)′ αre

notpart qft九e諒やortαntprOCeSSeS, ZUhether訪dec脇喝Lt,hαt js best /br f厄emselひes or訪peαCe-mαkZ7略

Wbmen now swe看営ing †he ranks o書Maois†s
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Striking images of young

WOmen in fatigues, rifles

hoisted on their shoulders

and purposefully marching

forward-these stare back at

you when you click on the

o鮮icial website of the

Communist Party of Nepal-

Maoist (CPN-Maoist). _

The Maoists claim that a third

Oftheir “People’s Liberation Army"

is made up ofwomen. Within eight

years, the Maoist revolution had
SPread from two districts in Nepal

to almost two-thirds ofthe country.

Women cadres are visible

everywhere, in almost all of the

COuntry’s　75　districts, aS

PrOPaganda activists, agricultural

PrOduction team members, and

guerrillas.

Comrade Parvati (an alias),

the head of the women,s

department of the Central

Committee, StateS that women

have become battalion vice

COm里anders and political

事OmmlSS arS.

Women in Wa「

The so-Called ``People’s War"

WaS launched by the CPN-Maoist

in 1996 to abolish the monarchy

and install a communist republic.

Clashes between the Maoists and

SeCurity forces of Nepal have seen

OVer lO,000 ki11ed.

CPN-Maoists’Chair Comrade

Prachanda admitted that the party

WaS OVerWhelmed by the

unexpected response of women to

join the armed struggle. The party

PrOPaganda machinery has

CaPitalised on this and frequently

eulogises on the exploits ofwomen

guerri11as.

Top Maoist woman leader

Hsila Yami has exalted the

emancipatory potential of the

movement for women. Before gomg

underground, She said, `’The

WOmen have more to gain than

men from the People’s War. That

is why the women, eSPeCially the

Tibeto-Burman and non-Aryan

WOmen (from the lower castes)

COnStitute such an important part
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ofthe movement.,, Yami is the wife

of the second highest raking

Maoist in Nepal, Baburam

Bhattarai.

`,In a woman-run Subsistence

agro-eCOnOmy, Where one in every

two households is invoIved in sea-

SOnal migration, WOmen form the

majority of the rural community,’’

She said. `With de佃cio female-

headed households, there can be no

agrarian revolution without mobi-

1ising women and

Putting them in guer-

rilla fatigues ,’’explained

Yami.

Sufferings in Wa「

But the daily round

of news briefs of the

Maoist insurgency rou-

tinely lists women Mao-

ists raped, abducted, dis-

appeared and killed,

largely by the security

めrces.

In the notorious

Doramba execution一

Ofthe insurgency was six. By 2003,

according to the human rights

Organisation INSEC, WOmen made

up at least 159 0fthe 1308 killed

by the security forces.

Nepal is seemg a maSS Outflow

Of particularly young men and boys

fleeing the pincer of the security

forces and the Maoists. Estimates

Of the interna11y displaced are

more than　200,000. Maoist

restrictions on movement in and

A brigadier-general of the

Royal Nepal Army informally told

the Inter Press Service (IPS): `’The

boys can go across the border and

find jobs in India or Malaysia.

Where can the girls go? If they

COme tO Kathmandu or go to India,

they run the risk of being

tra餓cked or getting entrapped in

SeXually expIoitative jobs."

Insurgency apart, SOme 5000

Nepali girls are tra綿cked

annua11y to India.
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七han wom箆n in the fig繭hg

u日比s基
Style killing that broke

up the 2003 peace talks,

SeCurity forces shot dead 19

unarmed members of the district
“people’s govemment." Six of those

killed were women. Days later, 44-

year-Old Relimaya Moktan, a
female rural health worker in the

Village-SuSP’ected of being an

informer-WaS Shot dead by the

Maoists in retaliatory ki11ings.

Evidence of the growing

number of women in the Maoist

movement can be gauged by the

nsmg CaSualties each time there

is a skirmish with the Nepali

authorities. The death to11 of

women killed in the first two years

Out Of the villages are dictated not

Only by security concems but also

by e鱒orts to stem migration

overseas. The mass outflow of the

males leads to the phenomenon of

Vi11ages “where there are no men,"

Which is now widespread. It is the

WOmen Who become the targets of

the raids ofthe Royal Nepal Army

and are also vulnerable to Maoist

recruiters.

What is the Choice?

But why are girls, Who are a

high-risk group, nOt leaving their

Villages?

In Kathmandu,

throu如the Maoists Vic-

tims Association, this

CO調eSPOndent met with

two girls: 19-year-Old

Sharmila Gatri and 17-

year-Old Sangeeta

Chettri (not their real

names). They said they

had left their villages in

eastem Nepal to escape

forceful recruitment by

the Maoists and were

now working in a

Kathmandu bar where

SeXual expIoitation is

COmmOn.

According to Bishnu Sharma

Ofthe daily “R砧dhani” in Lamjung

district-Where Maoist

recruitments are large-When the

rebels called for one in every fam-

ily to join, families were more in-

Clined to send daughters rather

than sons. Nepali writer

Manjushree Thapa’s encounters

With Maoist girls in westem Ne-

Pal also reinforced this impression.

She reca11s her meeting with “Com-

rade Binita" who worked in a team

Of “politicaトmotivators” in Surkhet

district. “This Maoist woman cadre

had three older brothers. She was
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the only daughter. And she was the

Only one to leave her studies and

join the Maoists,” Thapa told IPS.
`Tor ma工ry POOr, Semi-1iterate gir車

it Ooining the Maoists) seemed the

best option available to them to

escape a life of drudgery,” added

皿apa.

Thapa quotes a young Maoist

girl telling her this: `You see, there
used to only be sickles and grass

in the hands of由rls like us. Now

there are automatic ri組es.,,

Maoist women leaders argue

that it is the material basis of

Nepali women’s downtrodden

StatuS in the feudal patriarchal

order that has drawn these women

to the party.

Yami, Writing in the daily
“Kantipur” states, `’They (women)

are denied parental property al-

though they run rural households

on their own when their husbands

are away eamlng mOney. When

the men retum they marry other

women and the wives are forced to

leave. If the women marry some-

One else, they become outcastes.

The CPN-Maoist is reversing this

feudal practice through its People’s

War."

Women’s Issues and the Party

But behind the rhetoric is Com-

rade Parvati,s own criticism of the

Party. `’Rarely are women’s issues

taken up as a central theme, and

the party neglects to implement

PrOgrammeS developed by women’s

mass fronts," she told IPS.

`,Women associated with

PrOPaganda work and located

much closer to the home seem to

have less opportunities for tran-

SCending gender specific roles than

women in the fighting units,’’she

added. Nevertheless, Comrade

Parvati acknowledges the di縦一

Culty of women emerglng aS lead-

ers in the ongoing “war."

`The pressure ofmamage and

the reproductive cycle obliges them

to quit active participation (in the

Maoist movement) after 25 years

Of age,’’she said.

Maoist women, Comrade

Parvati complained, face internal

Party PreSSure tO get ma調ied. The

uncertainty of life makes the men

insist on early pregnancy.’’.

Source: Inter Press Service, 3

November　2004,　<http://

WWW.1PSneWS.net>

V¥bmen †rapped in conf漢ic十

ByB面航B脚el

Alt九ough f九e Mboist訪s明genC)′伽Nをαu hαS Cl壷硯ed fhe短es qfmen言わh喝e m/mbers言t hαS

direc砂q解cted zIJOmen αnd c脇dren棚/Ch more. BIlt拘e勃er fhe goL,ernme庇"Or Jhe rebels hαひe舟lt

脇e 71eed允r zuome壷role jn fhe peαCe PrOCeSS.

There was a time when it was

a taboo for women to climb to the

PlnnaCle of a house.皿e prevail-

mg SuPerStition was that ifthey do

SO, it would invite misfortune.

Thus, in the case of houses with

thatched roo聴, men became indis-

PenSable for covering the roo鼠If

a household did not have men,

male neighbors had to be be-

SeeChed for help. Similarly,

PIowing was another work women

were forbidden to do. The reason

WaS the same: doing so was an in-

vitation to misfortune.

㊥

However acute the need for an

extra hand at the fields, WOmen

Were nOt allowed to use the pIow.

But now, the responsibility for the

once-banned tasks has fallen on

the shoulders ofwomen, eSPeCially

in Maoist-a縦)Cted areas.皿e rea-

son for this is that most insur-

gency-hit villages are now devoid

Of able-bodied men, With some hav-

1ng gOne underground after join-

ing the rebel outfit and others hav-

ing le請for abroad. The scanty

male population that has re-

mained in the villages consist of

the elderly, the disabled and chil-

dren. When someone dies in a vil-

1age, there are no men to carry the

dead body in a funeral procession.

In many places, WOmen them-

Selves have to carry dead bodies

although that was another re-

Stricted job for them before the

armed insurgency began.

The Maoist insurgency in the

PaSt nine years has imposed addi-

tional burden in terms ofduties on

WOmen, Who also have to cope with

the griefcaused by the loss oftheir


