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Japanese women, long

viewed as docile and enter-

taining ``flowers’’in the o鯖ce,

are bucking the trend to be-

COme “tigers’’and “economic

locomotives" that make key

economic contributions these

days, Say analysts.

#More women are

Walking a new road,

Changing from office
“flowers"一a term that

describes their tradi-

tional role as decora-

tions to please men-tO

becoming indispensable

in the work place,’’ex-

Plains Mitsuko
Yamaguchi, SPOkesper-

son for Ishikawa Fusae

Memorial Association,

One Of Japan’s oldest

feminist organisations.

in a report on Japan’s 2005 eco葛

nomic outlook by Mizuho Securi-

ties, a leading financial organisa-

tion.

Respected economist

Nobuyuki Saji, Who says the

Japanese economy has pu11ed out

Of the lO-year-long recession and

PaSt tWO yearS aS COrPOrate

restructuring shifts towards a

meritocratic pay system that sees

income distribution in favour of

young people," he explains. (irene-

I take it that S砧i’s report appears

in the Mizuho report? The writer

is not clear on that but that is my

SenSe in the way the article is

written)

…mO「e y寄un轡e手薄Om合議a「e

bec寄m旧轡decis高圧make「s

even af鴨「軸ey　露地「七

f霞m瞳s,貧血ge珊n七「a沸馳

the o霊der gener魂ion whe「e

WOm箆n Pぬ輝d sg珊nd fiddl馨

七〇 men裏

This trend for women, aCCOrd-

ing to analysts, has made Japan’s

nsmg number of single women a

key source of economic growth in

the country.

Statistics indicate that unmar-

ried women in their twenties and

thirties now make up 40 percent

Of that group living in the big cit-

ies like Tokyo.

The importance of the single-

WOmen SeCtOr in Japan’s drive for

long-term grOWth was docuinented
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has begun a sustainable recovery,

includes the purchasing power of

Single women as one positive slgn

to support his forecast in the

report. While the report points to

the reduction ofbank debt and the

manufacture of high-teChnoIogy

machinery as factors that would

help boost national product

Performance and economic

recovery, Saji mentions higher

female labour participation in

COnSumer SPending as another

Vital point. `’Working women in

their twenties and thirties have

seen their income increase these

Real consumption

SPending among people

below the age of 50 has

increased to 52.6 percent

from around 35 percent of

a11 consumption between

October 2003 to the same

month, this year.

S窮i says his research

On COnSumPtion shows a

rapid increase in the

PurChase of apartments

as well as automobiles

and stocks by single

WOmen, making them a key target

for Japanese companies.

Indeed, data compiled by large

real estate companies show that

PurChases by unmaI五ed women in

their twenties and thirties have

risen to almost three-fourths of

new sales this year, a dramatic

trend compared to a decade ago

when married men were the

largest group.

Women owners of properties

reported average annual incomes

of between US$60,000　to



US$80,000 and bought homes that

were priced around US$300,000.

Women also account for 67

PerCent Of sales of mini-Vehicles

priced at around US$12,000
do11ars, a reCOrd since 1999. Data

On StOCk investing also show that

WOmen buying shares in their

twenties and thirties have

increased to 33.9 percent, higher

than the 24 percent recorded for

those in their forties and fifties.

The rise ofthe female spender

is also seen as the key to the

growth in Japan’s service

industry-annual growth rate of 3

PerCent Or higher for companies

that o鯖er health-and beauty-

related services, reStaurantS,

travel and recreational outlets.

Hidehiko YanaglSaWa, an

analyst at Hakuhodo Research

COmPany, SayS mOre yOunger

WOmen are becoming decision-

makers even after they start

families. This is a huge contrast to

the older generation where women

Played second fiddle to men. This

SOCial change is here to stay and is

Closely observed by companies as

an important business opportunity

from now on, he explains.

“Non Parasite Single Women,”

a book released by author Kiyo

Yamamoto in April, documents the

lives of single women who live on

their own because they do not want

to Iose their independence by

getting married and settling down

to start families. Single and

ambitious women in Japan have

Well-Paid jobs, boyfriends, and

eI互oy themselves. Their goal is to

live for themselves, Writes

Yamamoto in her book.

Single and energetic Akemi

Ozaki, 37, CannOt agree mOre.

Ozaki launched her own aesthetic

and hairdressmg Shop two years

ago and says she does not even

dream ofmamage. “I am too busy

With work and enjoying life to

adjust to another human being in

my life," explains the slight

WOman, Whose work schedule ends

after midnight most weekdays. She

CaterS tO a grOWing number of

WOrking women who want to relax

With a shampoo or facial after they

leave o綿ce in the evenmgS.

Women are reporting inroads

in the more conservative job

market as well. Trenders Inc., a

COmPany Offering placement

SerVices for women, SayS their

Single clients are now being

SnaPPed up as managers by

COmPanies that have begun to

report a doubling of their sales in

the past two years. “Women

managers have an edge over men

When it comes to handling

COnSumer gOOds and other services

for companies in that field,” notes

Kahoko Tsunezawa, Who runs the

COmPany.

Source: Inter Press Service, 28

December　2004,　<http:l/

WWW.1PSneWS.net>

Errata on Women in Action No. 2, 2004:

Photos on pages 14, 16, 34, 40 were taken by Susanna George
Footnote No, 2 on page 33. The Bab-「i Ma守id mosque is Iocated in

City ofAyodhYa in Uttar Pradesh and not in Gujarat.

Momen肋Ac捌o巾promotes the em叩鵬ment

Of women th「ough info「mation sha「ing,

communicaton, and networking. It is pub"shed

by Isis lntematonaトManila, an internatonal同時

govemment wome[一s o喝anisaton, founded in

1974, lsis has siste「 o簡ces in Santiago, ChiIe

and Kampala, Jganda.他e network晦aches over

50,000 individuaIs and o「ganisations in 150

C○し肌備es.

Isis lntemational-Manila acknbwledges the

SuPpr血and thane軸assistance of the fo‖owing

Pa巾eトdono「 O「ganisations: Chu「ch

Deve10Pment Service (EED) (Ge「many),

Communications Assistance Foundaton IThe

Nethehands〉, G10bai Ministries-The Jnited

Methodist Chu「ch (JSA), Interchu「ch

O「ganization fo「 Deve10Pment Cooperation

(The Nethe「lands〉, Norwegian Agency fo「

Development Cooperation (Norway〉, Royal

Danish Ministry of Foreign A楓rs (Denma博

Swedish lntematonaI Deveiopment Aし伽orty

(Sweden), United Na館ons Development Fu[d

for Women, and the Unitarian Universalist

Servi∞ Committee (USA).

1sis General Membe「ship: Ma「iIee Ka「I

(Founde自taly), Sr Mary John S. Mananzan,

OSB (lncorpo「ator, P嗣ppines),しa Rainne

Abad Sarmiento (incorpo「ato「, PhiIippines),

MarianぬC. VIila咄(P嗣ippines), Afty Eleano「

Conda (P冊ppines), D「. Leticia Ramos

Shahani (Ph掴ppines), Johanna Son

(P嗣ppines), Ma「i Luz Quesada ¶ongson

(Ph掴ppines〉, Auro「a Javate-De Dios

(Ph時Pines), Ma「y Jane Real (P嗣ppines〉,

Maria Lou「des S. Ma血(Ph匝Pines), Hayat

imam (BangIadesh), Kamla Bhasin (lndia),

Rashidah Abdu=ah (Malaysia), Khawar

Mumtaz (Pakistan〉, A…e S. WaIker

(Aust「aIia), Seona SmiIes (Fiji), Susanna

Geo「ge (lsis ManiIa〉一　Ex-O怖cio member,

Ximena Charnes (lsis Santiago〉一Special

Member Ruth Qjiambo Ochieng (lsis WICCE)
- Special Membe「

Isis Board of T「ustees:

Dr・ Leticia Ramos Shahani, Chairperson

Dr. Ame S. Walke「 Vice+Chairpe「son

Ms. Mari Luz Quesada ¶ongson, Secretary/

Treasu 「e「

Ms. Hayat Imam, Member

Ms. Seona Smiles, Membe「

Atty. Eieano「 Conda, Membe「

Ms. Johanna Son, Membe「

Afty Mary Jane ReaI, Membe「

Ms, Susanna G∞「ge, Ex-Officio membe「
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