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I sit fro皿Where I stay in Puerto Rico,紐away from my

)me in血e Philippines, I was able to watch the tail end of

e election to the successor of the丘rst female Cbvemor

ofthis Caribbean island. Sila Maria Calderon. The丘rst female to

lead Puerto Rico, Calderon ended her term (2001-2004) amid

accusations against her of cormptio轟and of her party winning

冊e election by, it is said, maSSive cheating. When I left the

Philippines in November 2004, GIoria Macapagal-Arroyo had

become the country’s second elected female president, alongside

accusations against her of corruption and massive cheating in

the elections. A調OyO had8 earlier become president when she took

OVer from being vice president to finish the term of ousted

President Joseph Estrada, Who has since been on trial for plunder.

Two countries far away from each other, With di能nent realities,

each with a female head of state, both of them facing similar

PerCePtions from their fe皿ow citizens瓜at they have behaved in

the traditional, POlitical male way of cormption and shady deals.

As this issue goes to print, Condoleezza Rice was named by re-

electionist President George Bush as U.S. Secretary of State. It

seems that the leadership and power of血es6 women have not

Changed pat五archal attitudes nor govemment behaviour in

addressing the needs of those who are disempowered and

ma農産nalised, Or WOmen. In short, We have not seen-Where血ese

WOmen had been al)le to reinterpret or change on how power is

used. More and more we see that simply having women in

POSitions of power does not necessarily change things in society.

This is not to say that women should not continue strug㌦ing for

POWer at all levels. But it does皿ake a case atout the need to

analyse and re-define notions of power.

While we have seen that women themselves do not

automatica11y change the notious ofpower simply dy being women,

We also have seen thatjust because women come into positions of

POWer, they do not escape血e patriarchal notions of血eir society.

It is shameful how the personal lives ofpublic women are held to

different standards than their male counterparts. In the

Philippines, joumalists hounded Arroyo on her sex life. Calderon

in Puerto Rico was lcheled an immoral woman for divorcing her

SeCOnd husband and marrylng again while in o鮪ce. Male

joumalists often mention the shape of Rice’s legs. Sexist jokes

and expectations mcke sure that women know that just because

they may have entered a male-dominated sphere,址s does not

make them one of仇e men. They are still women in a patriarchal

wo轟d.

For decades women within and outside the women,s

皿ovement have believed that by having women in positions of

POWer, WOmen in general would fare better as women are more

SenSitive to women’s issues; that by having women in positions

Of power and decision-making, WOmen WO山d open the door to

Other women; that by having women in male dominated areas of

life, they would break the molds of patriarchy. While血ere is

tmth to this and there are examples ofwhere women have made

a di鮎腿nce dy breaking into patriarchal spheres, the other reality

is that wo皿en just by being of the female gender does not

automaticauy mean that they will care more about women or

alter the pat五archal norms of power. What we are`Seeing is that

the notions ofpower are complex. Power is embedded in tradition,

POWer Of the ruling families, COrPOrations, Patriarchal notions

狐d the interest ofa small group over a larger community. There

is a need to deconstruct the notions ofpower and to identify ways

in which power can be redefined and shifted to benefit women

and the mar直nz皿sed.

Isis hiemational delves in this issue of Wbm飢訪Ac寂肌

(WIA) on ways in which wo皿en in the regivn are R瓦uerpreting

Notions of Power. VIews on women’s power and empowement is

presented from di飾erent perspectives. Arfusts and writers chare

examples and strategies on how women are refocusing this

concept. What is furthemore interesting in皿is edition of WIA

is seeing the diverse ways in which power shifts can ocour. In

Japan, for instance, econOmic power has allowed some wo皿en tO

make decisions that was not an option for women of previous

generations. In other countries where women outnumber men

due to male migratory pattems or armed con皿ct, WOmen are

breaking long-held societal tal)OOS by stepping in and leading

rituals that had been皿ale prerogatives. This shows血at in some

Situations, the realities of the envirorment are conducive for

WOmen tO take the opportunity to reinterpret how to use their

POWer. In other situations, there is the need to be analytical and

Strate鏡c in deciding how power will be defined and acted upon.

‾　Ava Vivian Gonzales, in “Resurrecting the Goddess:

Exploring Powe血l (Re) presentations ofWo皿en’s Bodies,” makes

a compelling point that once bodies are removed from the concept

Of b団ectification, WOmen Will be al)le to shift power in society.

Gihie Vinariba looks at Hollywood’s recent phase of producing

movies that glorify vengeance done by beau慣ful women who kill.

In her article `Why We Shouldn’t Become Assassins to Defend

Our Honour and Get Justice by K田ing Bill," Vi11ariba argues

that women can achieve positive power through peace, SPiritual

Strength, and physical contrd. Meanwhile, Women’s Movement

and Media in India: Reshaping Nbtions ofPowe㍗ by Kiran Prasad

and 1ieproductive Health Empowement: A Struggle Against

Conservatism” by Tess Raposas Iook at the media as an

instrument that could re-define power but w址ch itself requlreS

Iots ofwo血to reshape its oom notious ofpower and women. Prasad

looks at the media in the context of the women,s movement in

India. Raposas鏡ves the reader a dimpse ofmedia as a force that

Often serves as an ally of conservative for∞S in the Philippines.

In Women do F/LOSS: Isis Migrates to Open Source on Desktop,"
Aileen Familara of Isis Intemational-Manila lets the reader

understand how using open-SOurCe teChnoIogy can strengthen an

Organisation’s independence from皿ultinational software

corporations, thus putting infomation and the use and power of

teck皿dogy back into the hands and controI of the users rather

than of the皿akers. Lina S争garal Reyes contributes two

interesting articles on the situation of Palestinian women and

由rls. In “Disempowered Pa量estinian Girls’Uncommon Death

Wishes-Research Sheds IJi如f disempowered Palestinian Gi血s

have Uncommon Death Wishes," Reyes infoms the reader of a

recent study on young women in Palestine who see vduntee血g

to be suicide bombers as a way to takejustice into their hands. In
“Occupied Palestine Territories: “Olive Tree Canpaign" Gives

Purposeful Hoper Reyes talks atout a creative peace campaign

that is up against a solid, Winding dividing wall.

皿e notion of power, eSPeCiany if it concems wo叩n, needs

to be disoussed, reviewed and reinterpreted. We hope that址s

issue of WRA w組l allow further disoussions ahout power, loo虻Ig

at its di節erent types and where, aS Part Ofthe women’s皿ovement,

We are atle to come up with strate鏡es to help one another in our

respective realities・ We also hope that where changes are taking

Place, We Can document them and share the stories and lessons

with one ano血er. We invite you our readers to send in yo町ideas,

and to docunent how women in your sacieties are chan直ng and

reintexpreting notions of power.
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