
women negotiating personal spaces.

Locations of Silence
By Roselle Pineda

□inner Table: The
Theory of Space-Time In
Silent Dimensions

The stars we see far
thest away are the stars we
are seeing longest ago.^

In physics, it is said
that each object, each per
son, each planet, each star,
each galaxy, exists in what
is called "the space-time
continuum." ^ If a space-

to compute the coordinates
of the axis become veiy in
consistent. Here, the light
doesn't travel in a straight
path but refracts even with
out the aid of a prism.

Einstein's first postu
late of the Special Theory of
Relativity states that, "all
laws of nature are the same
in all uniformly moving
frames of reference."'* But in

...silence has been instrumental
in keeping women's sexualities in
the shadows. Silence has kept
lesbians in the closet for many
years. Silence is still the lock
that keeps the problem of
lesbian invisibility thriving,

time dimension is given, a
body's exact location could
be computed by determin
ing its distance relationship
to the X, y and z, axis located
within that given space and
time. ^

In my observation,
space seems to expand ten
fold in locations of silences.
Distance seems to increase
at a faster rate in these
space-time dimensions. In
these locations, it becomes
harder to measure a body's
exact position because not
only does the given space-
time shift dramatically in
terms of size and dimension,
the conditions allowing one

locations of silences, nothing
is moving uniformly... and
every thing is almost always
uncertain. Language be
comes so indeterminate and
words become so jaded, that
there is no choice but to suc
cumb to the uncertainty
principle, in which, £dl deter
minate things have a coun
terpart indeterminacy. In
locations of silences, what is
undetermined becomes
more meaningful than the
ones being said.

Within a family with
lesbians, gays, or other
"queer" members, it is not
unusual to find locations of
silences. The dinner table is

ironically one of the most
common locations of silence
within the family.

Usually, it is during
dinner when members of the
family share their thoughts,
whether these are ex
changes of opinions on a spe
cific subject, or just narrat
ing their experiences that
day. But for most lesbians,
particularly this lesbian,

dinner tables are sites of
uncomfortable silences,
where sound waves travel
and blur into a cacophony
of sounds within each of
the family members' inner
spaces (including mine). It

i  is the ambivalent knowl-
I  edge that everybody
1  wants to say something,
j  or that there are pound-
j  ing questions, maybe

even feelings of frustra-
,;>i| tion and anger within

lUJ each one's chest, but no
body knows when, where

and how to start.

In physics, a body's ex
act position could be meas
ured through coordinating
the X, y and z, axis, but at
dinner tables, silence makes
it harder to compute where
a body rests. Come to think
of it, there is almost no rest
ing ground on locations like
the dinner table. Every body
moves somewhat slower
than usual, and the space
seems a bit larger than
usual, that you find yourself
being sucked into a dimen
sion of space-time that could
not be measured.

In your head, you wish

for someone to break that
silence because it is making
you unbearably uneasy. You
even attempt to break it
yourself, but you become
afraid of getting sucked into
this black hole that you are
in even more, so you remain
silent in the hope that keep
ing the silence will some
what make the conditions of
your space-time consistent.

The paranoia of the at
oms inside you would not
allow your space-time to be
consistent, however. It will
churn and grind your guts
until you wish someone else
around the dinner table
could break the silence for
you in the hope that it would
be easier to handle things
that way. But by this time,
you become more afraid to
speak than to drift in a
space-time dimension that
is perplexing you, so you just
wish that dinner would be
over soon so that no one has
to say anything. No one has
to say anything about the
latest girl that they saw you
kiss the other day or the way
you dress, or no one has to
ask you when you are get
ting hitched. And you would
not have to answer any
questions or explain any
thing to anyone, at least not
at that point.

After dinner, you would
be able to breathe and your
space-time dimension will
turn to normal again. At
least, you wouldn't have to
think about the black hole
until the next session of si
lence at the dinner table.
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Chronicles of Silence:

The Theory of Invisibility
Silence has always

been one of the problems of
women in general. It has
been theorised over and over

how silence has kept women
captive at the hands of pa
triarchy for centuries. In
particular, silence has been
instrumental in keeping
women's sexualities in the

shadows. Silence has kept
lesbians in the closet for

many years. Silence is still
the lock that keeps the prob
lem of lesbian invisibility
thriving.

Throughout history,
lesbian existence was not

only discouraged but the
practice was meted certain
sanctions by society. Not
only did the violent erasure
of our existence erase us

from history, it also drove us
out along with other out
casts—witches, spinsters
and prostitutes.

In a study on images of
witches and prostitutes in
the 16th century it was con
cluded that sexual practices
of women that excluded men

(lesbian sexual practice)
were seen as deviant behav

iours and were legally pun
ishable by execution. ̂ In
another study, theorist
Adrienne Rich said that

these punishments for les
bian practices did not only
promote compulsory hetero-
sexuality but also relegated
lesbians to the margins un
til they became invisible. For
survival, lesbians allowed

this invisibility to take over.

Feminism and the gay
movement alike, for a long
time, were also guilty of
marginalising lesbians. On

the one hand, lesbian
theorists like Rich,

Wittig, Ferguson, Nestle
and others criticised the

heterosexism of the femi

nist movement. They
pointed out, for instance,
that heterosexual femi

nists misinterpreted,
trivialised and

marginalised lesbian
identity, issues and con
cerns. ® They were also
concerned with the dan

ger of superimposing the
term "woman" to desexu-

alise lesbians. In the

name of (heterosexual)
feminist-imposed identi
ties, lesbians are com
pelled to deny instead of
understand specific les
bian practices such as
cross-dressing and les
bian sexual desires of the

woman's body.' On the
other hand, the gay
movement was undeni

ably male-centric. Ever
since the birth of the

movement in the late

19th century, case stud- Locked up in shadows, lesbians struggle to exist in
ies and theories on homo- heterosexism s midst,
sexuality are based on
the gay male subject-posi
tion.®

Cassandra Langer said
that reducing lesbian iden
tity to female versions of
mde homosexuality deprives
lesbians of a legitimate politi
cal existence and attaching
female practices to male pat
terns falsifies female reality
and history. ®

The Bedroom: The

Theory of Energy and
Motion In Silent

Dimensions

She kissed me. "I can't
make love to you," she said.
Relief and despair. "But I
can kiss you." The greedy

body that clamours for sat
isfaction is forced to content

itself with a single sensa
tion, and, just as the blind
hear more acutely £md the
deaf can feel the grass grow,

so the mouth becomes the fo

cus of love and all the things

pass through it and are re
defined. It is a sweet and

precise torture."

The first law of Newton

states that "every body con
tinues in its state of rest, or
in uniform motion in a

straight line, unless it is
compelled to change that
state by forces impressed
upon it." "

When a body is per
fectly still or moving in per
fect uniformity, turbulence
is not a possibility. In this
perfect harmony, disso
nance has no room, £md dis
turbance is almost eternally
avoided. In Newton's second

law, "the acceleration of a

body is directly proportional
to the net force acting on the
body and inversely propor
tional to the mass of the

body." " Depending on the
impact of that outside force
upon the body at rest or the
body moving in consistent
motion that body will either
change direction, or break
into pieces.
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The "lesbian" has been ultimately

defined, as "a ghost, whose sexual

activities cannot be defined, and

yet she repeatedly reappears,
haunting the heterosexual

imaginary. This ghosting of
lesbian desire has made possible

a denial of its reality for too long.

I was moving in a
straight path and my heart
was at rest before I met her.

She came like a wild

meteorite that crashed into

my path and altered my di
rection in an instant. Maybe
she broke me to pieces, I was
not certain, but one thing
was for sure, almost imme

diately she sent my atoms
swirling and bouncing like
wild electric currents.

But she and I only
moved in silence and in my
observations, motion

seemed to slow down in lo
cations of silence. I couldn t
touch her, the way I would
a lover and I couldn't un
cover her body the way a
lover would in normal space-
time, and so we always
moved in the dark alleys. We
always hid in the safety of a
locked room. Prayed that
nobody would see. Prayed
that nobody would overhear
our love conversations.
Prayed that nobody would
smell the scent she left on
my dresses whenever we
embraced. Prayed that no
body would uncover the
traces of liquid she marked
around my lips whenever we
kissed. Prayed that nobody
would feel my heartbeat
when it grew wild whenever

she was in sight or when
ever her name rolled out

from my mouth.

In locations of silence,
the ears become so sensitive

to every sound that we were

able to listen to what the

heart had to say even with
out the articulation of the
tongue. In locations of si
lence, there is an absence of
light, and so like vampires
we only moved and danced
gracefully in the dark.

We believed that noth
ing could caress us the way
darkness could. Without
memory and without sight,
we listened carefully to each
other's breath. We became
keen to the rustling of our
bodies and movements. In
the dark, our senses grew
keener. Our eyes saw things
that we did not see with the
aid of wash lights. Our skin
became more alert to any en
counter, and we sensed each
other's presence even with
out seeing. We satisfied our
selves with this anonymity,
and we took pleasure at each
coming of the night.

But like vampires, we
longed to step into the light.
A world washed by rays of
unguarded recognition.
Maybe I would see her dif

ferently without my
night vision. I may
never know because we

were not able to stay
long enough to step into
the light. I don't mind.
Her memory is complete
in locations of silence. I

have memorised her ter

rain like this and it is

still meaningful.

Locations of Silence:

The Theory of the
Uncertainty Principle

I've seen that life

touches us with pain and we
change, becoming strangers
to ourselves. Tell me what

happened along the way?
How did I lose me along the
way? "

The uncertainty princi
ple is a fundamental princi
ple in Quantum Mechanics
refuting the belief that we
could obtain better accuracy
in measurement if we sim
ply improved our measuring
system.'® This principle also
implies that perfect accu
racy cannot be achieved and
that uncertainties will al
ways exist in every meas
urement we make, not only
as a result of imperfect
measuring instruments, but
also because of the unavoid
able interaction between the
observer and the observed.

In locations of silence,
the ratio of the uncertain to
the certain is always
greater. If the lesbian al
most always exists in loca
tions of silence, it is highly
probable that what we know
about the lesbian is only a
fragment of the whole and
what we are uncertain about
it is larger. As in the funda
mental application of the
uncertainty principle, un

certainties may be brought
about by imperfect measur
ing instruments; this was
what happened when men,
heterosexual women, male
homosexuals tried to define

lesbian sexuality, as I men
tioned earlier.

The "lesbian" has been

ultimately defined, as "a
ghost, whose sexual activi
ties cannot be defined, and
yet she repeatedly reap
pears, haunting the hetero
sexual imaginary. This
ghosting of lesbian desire
has made possible a denial
of its reality for too long. ""
It is true that locations of
silence and imperfect meas
urements oflesbian identity
have relegated our existence
to the margins for so long.
But on the other hand, these
locations of silence and the
idea of uncertainty have al
lowed us to penetrate into
almost all fields without be
ing detected, pemutting us to
survive for so long. Thus, the
"apparitional lesbian is not
absent from history, but is to
be found everywhere."

Ultimately, it was the
desire to unravel that com
pelled me to write this. It is
a last attempt to wail, and
to reclaim a past that was
so violently taken from our
hands. Somewhere along
the way, we allowed this
past to slip from us, so that
today, when we look at our
selves in the mirror, we re

call nothing that brought us
here. We could not retrace

the steps that we took to
lead us here. There is only
this presence that has no
history. Ultimately, it was
the responsibility to uncover
this lost history that moti
vated me to write this. It
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was the eagerness to shout
and say, we are here. In the
process however, I uncov
ered the crucial role of si

lence and locations of silence

in lesbian lives. The subtle

touch of the fingertips to a
lover's hair, the contact of

skin and lips, the strong
friendships of women, the
transgressive clothing, all of
these are positioned in loca
tions of silence, and all of

these characterise lesbian

space and identity.

In our everyday lives
we negotiate relationships
with everything around
us—our families, work,
lovers, and even the people
surrounding our lovers—
almost always in silence and
discretion. We articulate the

fullness of our sexuality in
locations of silence. Whether

the result may be a cacopho
ny of sounds or the gift of
vision even with the absence

of light, we have managed to
create and recreate

languages that may be in
comprehensible to the
conventional eye, but all our
own. In locations of silence,
we have created a space-
time realm that is free and

unhindered of another's

identity, expression, lang
uage, and space but ours.

Locations of silence

may be double-edged but
they have kept us from ex
tinction all this time despite
discrimination in the soci

ety. But then the "lesbian
apparition" is as real as the
"lesbian body." Writing this
made me realise that uncer

tainty is as importamt as cer
tainty.

In the end, there still

isn't a day that I hope and
try to work for the time

when we can all exist in the

same realm of space-time,
without fear, without the

need to be silent, and with
out the need to be invisible.

1 still maintain that visibil

ity and speech are crucial
steps towards emancipation.
But now, there is an added
dimension in my frame of
amalysis, and this dimension
is the radical potential of lo
cations of silence in lesbian

lives.

The stars we see far
thest away are the stars we
are seeing longest ago, and
even in silence, we will keep
on existing, surviving, cre
ating expressions, and gath
ering strengths, like we al
ways have.
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