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Women In Action covers a broad range of issues
affecting women globally, but focusing on the
particular needs and concerns of women in the
Global South, and forwarding a progressive
perspective tempered by the experiences of the
thirld world women's movements. As a triannual,
the magazine comes out in print form every four
months of the year, and circulated worldwide.

I  Major articles are also posted onto the
Website.

Isis

The annual subscription rate is US$30 (for Asia,
Pacific, Middle East), US$35 (for Africa, Europe,
North America, Latin America, Caribbean), or
PhP30Q (for the Philippines) inclusive of postage.
Back issues are available at discounted rates.

is a monthly publication providing you
with the latest on women's issues and

campaigns, conferences, training and other

women's events worldwide with focus on the

Asia and the Pacific region. oJe! is published
in print with annual subscription rates of
US$22 (PhP200 for the Philippines) inclusive of
postage. Electronic edition may be accessed
free of charge. Write to <communications@
isiswomen.org>.

We only accept payment in check or bank draft.
To subscribe to Women In Action and/or (aJqI
please write to the:

Organisational Development and

Administration Programme

Isis International-Manila

3 Marunong St., Bgy. Central,
Quezon City 1100, Philippines

Fax: (63-2) 924-1065
E-mail: admin@isiswomen.org
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Women's Groups Call for End to Crime of Adultery
Law Can't Mend Broken Marriages.' they say
By Lin Miao-Jung

Five women's organisations have called for the aboli
tion of the crime of adultery. But they said that,

in order to prevent the misconception that this
would further restrict, rather than expand, women's
rights, the Civil Code should first be amended to pro
tect women's property rights.

erty rights. They said this should be
done before adultery is removed

from the Criminal Code in order

to avoid the misperception that
women's rights to both "justice" and
property are being eroded.

Wu Yueh-chen of the Warm

Life Association for Women said

The issue has come to the fore

in the wake of the sex-VCD furor
surrounding former director of the
Hsinchu Bureau of Cultural Affairs,
Chu Mei-feng, which, the groups
said, seemed to highlight the com
monplace nature of sex outside
marriage.

The Awakening Foundation,
Warm Life Association for Women,
Taipei Awakening Association, Tai
wan Women's Link, and Taipei As
sociation for the Promotion of
Women's Rights, made the call at a
joint press conference.

Su Chien-ling of the Awaken
ing Foundation said that abolition
of the crime of adultery is the ulti
mate aim of the organisations, be
cause, "What supports a successful
marriage is love, not the law. Even
if the authorities can punish mar
ried people who have sexual inter

course with people other than their

spouse, they cannot mend broken
marriages."

Since adultery is grounds for di

vorce, the groups said, removing the
offense from the Criminal Code

may generate concern that when a
husband's extra-marital liaisons re

sult in divorce, the wife might lose

not only her husband and, under

the current regulations, her assets,

but also her right to "justice" as rep
resented by criminal penalties.

Current regulations give hus

band greater rights than wives over
property which belongs to both,
according to the Awakening Foun

dation's Tien Ting-fang.

The groups said that adultery
is not a matter for the criminal jus
tice system, but they called for cer
tain aspects of family law contained
within the Civil Code to be
amended to protect women's prop

the importance of the property
rights issue is paramount.

"Current regulations give hus
bands the right to manage property
belonging to their wives. Husbands
preparing to divorce on grounds of
adultery usually transfer their own
assets to others, often resulting in
the wife receiving insufficient
funds," Wu said.

"The first step to protect

wives is therefore to amend the
current law to guarantee husbands
and wives equal rights to manage
each other's property and to pre
vent husbands from transferring
the property to other people," she
said.

Source: Taipei Times, 10 January
2002, http://www.taipeitimes.com
/news/2002/01/10/story/
0000119329
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