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Asian Women in the

Information Age: New

Communication

Technology, Democracy

and Women

Edited by lla Joshi

Asian

WT
Information Age

Each successive wave of
New Communication

Technologies (NCTs) has

arrived claiming to herald a

new democratic age, prom

ising greater awareness and
political participation for

all elements of society. How

ever, where gender equality

is concerned, the influence

of NCTs has often been less

than neutral. This book ex

amines the implications of

NCTs on democracy for

women in Asia; it covers the

extent to which women are

utilising them and highlights
the cultural, social, and po

litical barriers women face

in incorporating them into
their lives. It also addresses

some of the negative aspects
of these technologies, such
as the stereotypical por
trayal of women by the mass
media, and prejudices re

garding women's facility with
technology.

The countries of Asia

differ markedly both in tech
nological development and
social norms. Asian Women

in tfie Information Age is the

product of a research
project conducted in China,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia
and Singapore, with articles

covering six additional coun

tries. This important study
addresses the variety of cul
tural realities in the region
and offers several perspec
tives on the effects of NCTs.

Published by Asian
Media Information and

Communication Centre
(AMIC), undated. 203 p.
School of Communication

Studies Building, Nanyang
Technological University -
Singapore.ISBN
99710905-72-3

Zeroes + Ones: Digital
Women and the New

TechnocuKure

By Sadie Plant

Not since The Female Eur
nuch has there been a

book so radical in its scope,
so persuasive in its detail, so

exhilarating in its polemical

energy. Beginning with Ada

Lovelace and her unher

alded contributions to

Charles Babbage and his

development ot the Differ

ence Engine, Sadie Plant

traces the critical contribu

tions women have made to

the progress ot computing.

Shattering the myth that
women are victims of tech

nological change. Zeroes +
Ones shows how women and

women's work in particu

lar—weaving and typing,

computing and telecommu

nicating have been tending

the machinery of the digital
age for generations, the very

technologies that are now

revolutionising the Western
world.

In this bold manifesto

on the relationship between
women and machines, Sadie

Plant explores the networks

and connections implicit in
nonlinear systems and dig
ital machines. Steering a
course beyond the old femi

nist dichotomies. Zeroes +
Ones is populated by a di- i
verse chorus ofvoices—Anna ;

Freud, Mary Shelly, Alan

Turing—conceived as ex
ploratory bundles of intelli- i

1

gent matter, emergent enti- ;

ties hacking through die con
straints of their old pro
gramming and envisioning a

postpatriarchal future.

Published by

Doubleday, 1997. 305 p.

I 540 PrcKKlway, Now York,
New York 10036 - USA.

ISBN 0-385-48260-4

Women, Public Policy
and the State

Edited by Linda Hancock

This book is a timely
analysis of the impact

of the restructuring state on

women's policy agendas.
Louring the 1980s, fcmocrats

in public bureaucracies and
in f eminist community and
ad\-ocacy' groups played a sig
nificant role in shaping poli
cies and programmes to take
account ofwotnen's interests.

Avs we move itito the 21
century, managerialist and
market reforms utidcr neo-
liberal forms of corporate
governatice hai'c under
mined previous gains in
policy, progratnmes and
public involvement—in areas
such as childcare, fatnily
policy, child support, equal
opportunity, justice, health
and inditstrial relatiotis.
Expert contributors frotn
Australia and elsewhere ex

plore the impact on wotn-
en's interests of the restruc

turing state, the shrinkage of
women's policy machinery

and the discursice framing

of policy agendas.
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The inipornim hook

examines rransfonnation in

the tcminist ayenela of the

1980s and 1990s and ex

plores just what women's

polic>' and policy stnicrnres

in 2000 and beyond mirtht

look like. Ir will appeal to

srudents across a ran,ye of

disciplines, policy makers,

advisers and workers in

government and non

government organisations,

and all women seeking to un

derstand the policy changes

they are witnessing.

Published by
MacMillan Education Aus

tralia Pty' Ltd,. 1999. 264 p.

627 Chapel Street, South

Yarra 3141 - Australia.

ISBN 0-7329-5531-9

Education in Motion:

Educationa! Watch on

Gender and Education

In the last two years, wom-
en's organisations, re

search institutions and net

works from Asia, Africa,

Europe, Latin America and

the South Pacific, joined ef

forts to work on this global
research project that seeks to

monitor rhe implementa

tion of 5th International

Conference on Adult Edu

cation (CONFINTEA V)

and Beijing in various coun

tries. Tlae focus of the moni-

tfiring is to look specifically

at global agreements made

at 1 lamhurg in relation to

women, gender and adult

learning. This project is
jointly coordinated from

Hr uguay by the Gender

Education Office (GEO) of
the International Council

on Adult Education and the

Popidar Ed ucation Net

work amongst Women of
Latin America and the Car

ibbean (REPEM).

Published by Uruguay:
Gender and Education Of

fice of the 1 nternational

Council for Adult Educa

tion, 1999. 135 p. Colonia

2069, 11200 Montevideo-

LJruguay. E-mail: <repem@

chasque.apc.org>. ISBN
99974-7552-9-8

HeterosexuaSity in
Question

By Stevi Jackson

With heterosexuality
currently being ex

amined more rigorously
than ever before, this acces
sible and engaging book
charts the development of
feminist and sociological

theorising on sexuality, as
well as the emergence of a

radical critique of hetero

sexuality.

Stevi Jackson has re

viewed a broad range of im

portant theoretical and sub-

!  stantive issues in this book,

including: love and ro

mance, the politics of gay

rights, psychoanalysis, sex
education, the social con

struction of gender and

sexuality, and rape. Out of
her discussion of tliese issues

emerges a clear understand
ing of the important shift
that has taken place in femi
nist thinking away from an

emphasis on male domi
nance within heterosexual

relations and towards a

critical perspective on het
erosexuality' itself.

Heterosexuality in Ques

tion is vital reading to those

interested in die study ofsexu-

ality, as well as those con
cerned with the progress of

'  recent debates on heterosexu

ality. It is relevant to scholars
and students alike in the
fields ofwomen's smdies, die

sociology of sexuality, and
lesbian and gay studies. j

Published By Sage Pub- |
lications, 1999. 206 p. 6
Bonhill Street London .
EC2A 4 PU - U.K. ISBN
0-7619-5342-6

Women and Sexuality in
Muslim Societies

Edited by Pinar llkkaracan '

Control of women's
sexuality remains one

of the most powerful tools

of patriarchy in most socie

ties. Tlie essays in this volume
show that die sexual oppres

sion of Muslim women is not

the result of an Islamic vi

sion of sexuality, but a com

bination of political, social

and economic inequalities

through the ages. However,

within this context, religion

is often misused as a power

ful instrument of control,

with the goal of legitimising

violations of women's hu

man rights.

Women and Sexuality in

Muslim Societies brings to

gether female researchers,
academics, activists, poets,

journalists, and cartoonists
from different countries,

who illuminate various as

pects of women's sexuality
with analysis, research, litera

ture and personal accounts.

Their findings and experi

ences are as diverse as their

lives and the societies in

which they live, yet they are
linked by their quest for in

tegrity of the body, dignity
and the right to pleasure.

Published by Women

for Women's Human Rights

(WWHR), 2000. 455 p.

Inonu Cad. Saadet Apt. No:

37/6 Gumussuyu 80090

Istanbul, Turkey. E-mail:

^wwhrist@superonlirie .com>.

ISBN 975-7014-06-0.
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Empowering Women:

An Alternative Strat

egy from Rural India
By Sakuntala Narasimhan

Conventional ap
proaches to women's

empowennent are based on

the twin assumptions that
alleviation of poverty will au

tomatically lead to their em

powerment and that the

major constraint on pro

grammes for upliftment is

monetary. The result of five

Fjii|)j)wefing

Women
>n Uirnuiliir Mr.,!, !:, fnmi llurnl Indlii

Mi
Salcunlnlu Nani>imlian

decades of planning, how

ever, has shown that eco

nomic assistance by itself

does not necessarily improve

the status of women. The

author argues that the more

vital inhibiting factors lead
ing to the disadvan.aged
position of women are their
ignorance, powerlessness
and vulnerability. This im

mensely insightful book em

phasises the need for bring

ing about an attitudinal

change among women as the
most important step to

wards empowerment.

The author focuses

specifically on rural Sche

duled Caste and Scheduled

Tribe women, who, she says,
are triply disadvantaged as
women, as members of the

rural section of the popu
lace and as members of a
lowly caste. The book com

pares the effectiveness of

state initiatives with the

motivation-and-

conscientisation strategy

advocated by AWARE
(Action for Welfare and

Awakening in Rural

Environment), a non
governmental development
organisation working in
6,000 villages spread over
seven states in India. It

analyses the success of

AWARE's work amongst
women through various case

studies and concludes that,
besides monetary resources,
it is the mindset of the policy
makers, bureaucrats and

particularly the women

concerned that must change
in order to assist the em

powerment of women.

Published by Sage
Publications, 1999, 236 p.

M-32 Market, Greater

Kailash-I New Delhi-IIO

048 - India. ISBN 0-7619-

9340-1
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Assembling Gender

The Making of the

Malay Female Labour
By Alison Wee Siu Hui

Assembling Gender exam
ines the dynamic rela

tionship between the state,

ethnicity and gender as it

manifests itself in the con

text of the Malay female elec
tronic worker. It shows how

the state and the business

corporations imposed vari
ous methods of labour con

trol with the view to

marginalising the rights of

women workers. However,

despite the lack of organised
struggle, the women workers

have shown drat they are not
docile or passive as com
monly perceived. On the ^
contrary, they practised a

subtle form of collective re- i

sistance that is often unrec- i

ognised as such. Assembli7rg
Gender clearly illustrates how j
the modern processes of !
globalisatioir and industriali-

.sation ii.i\e eniuinous im

pacts oil u omen s ..laily lives.

Published by Stratcgic

Inlo Re.scarch IVvolopment

(SIRP), 3001. 37 p. 11.
I.oronu I 1/4E 46200
IVtaling Jaya, Sclangor, Ma
laysia. E-mail: vsirdmalaysia
C">hotmail.conG. ISBN 983-
4032 2-0-X

Disposable Domestics:
Immigrant Women

Workers in the Global
Economy

By Grscs ChsnQ

Illegal. Unamerican. Dis
posable. In a nation with

an unprecedented history of
immigration, the prevailing
image of those who cross the
U.S. border in search of
equal opportunity-in par
ticular women ol colour of
childbearing age—is that of
a drain on society. Grace
Chang's vital account of im
migrant women's expert-

IMMIGRANT WOMtN WORKERS

IN THE GlOBAl ECONOMT

GRACE CHANG
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encos proves just the oppo

site: rhtit the woiuen who

perf'oriu the least (.iesiraliie

jobs in the I I.S.—as natinies,

dotiiestic workers, janitors,

nursing aides, anrl hotnecarc

workers—are the tnost crti-

cial to the Ainerieati

ecotioiny and society. Yet,

Chang also shows, they are

among the most x iilnerahle

and exploited, many heittg

Liridocittttetited and there-

tore disenfranchised.

Chang dismantles re

cent argumcrits iit ta\-oitr of

curbing immigration and

elimitrating access to editca-

tiori, health care, arid wel

fare, piercing the rhetoric to

reveal the racistn and mi

sogyny underneath. She un

ravels the twisted history of

U.S. itntnigration policy

and its role in drawittg
mitch-necded workers to the

"land of opportunity" and

then discarding thetn when

the need has passed. Most

itnportantly, she highlights

the uiarewardccl work that

immigrant women perfortn

as caregivers, cleaners, and

servers and shows how these

wometi are actively resisting

the exploitation they face.

Pitblished by South

Efid Press, 2000. 235 p. 7

Brooklitie Street, #1, Cam-

hriilge, MA 021 39 - USA.

ISBN 0-89608-617-8

What Women Do in

Wartime: Gender and

Conflict in Africa

Edited by Meredeth Turshen

and Clotilda Twaglramariya

What Women Do in
Wartime is the first

book to describe and ana
I

lyse the exix^rience of women

in African civil wars. A mix

ture of repcirtage, testimony

;  and scholarship, it includes

contributions from women

;  in Chad, Liberia, Moram-

i  bique, Namibia, Rwanda,
South Africa and Sudan.

The polirical context of these

conflicts is outlined in an in-

I  troduction to each chapter,
j The book profiles women's
j  responses to war, as combat-
j  ants as well as victims, and

descril-ies the groups women

organise in the aftermath.

What Women Do in

Wartime offers startling new

testimony that will provoke

sharp controc'ersy. The WTit-
ers speak of rape, the

broader issues of sexual tor

ture and sexual slavery and

the way war and political
repression distort women's

lives. The South African

chapters bare the torment
of women in the ongoing

conflict in KwaZidu/Natal

and present the case for a

gendered approach to wom-

eti's testiutony before the

Truth and Reconciliation

Commission. The contribu

tion from Mozambique de

scribes pathbreaking work

on the effect of civil war on

a nation's psyche and on in

dividual behaviour. The

chapter on Sudan evokes

the suffering of southern

women, as warriors, kidnap

victims, sexual slaves and

u-jlllHllud

refugees, while a Rwandair
woman describes the com

plex sexual pressures on
women in a civil war that has

been obscured by simplistic

tribal explanations. Two re

ports detail the experiences

of Chadian women in the

civil war that started in 1965

and the brutality against

women in the recent cfiil war

in Liberia. A Namibian

woman recalls her eight

years as a guerilla fighter for
SWAPO, while the final

chapter analyses the
militarisation of Africa and

places the conflicts in the
framework of international

relatioirs.

Tire first book to exam

ine rape aird other forms of

gendered politiciKrolence iir

Africair civil wars, this ex-

traordiirary volume is also

about wonreir taking action

for cliange. It is set to become

required reading for stu-

deirts and academics in the

fields of wonren's studies,

peace studies and African

smdies.

Published by Zed

Books Ltd, 1998. 180 p. 7

Cynthia Street, London N1
9JF - U.K. and Room 400,
175 Fifth Avenue, New

York, NY 10010 - USA.

ISBN 1-85649-538-8

Take a Step to Stamp

Out Torture

By Amnesty Internalional

Three-quarters of the
world's govermnents

have used tormre in the past

three years. In police stations

and prison cells, on city
streets and in remote \rllages,

tormrers continue to devas

tate the lives of countless vic-

tinrs. For some the result is

an agonising death. For sur
vivors life can never be the

same again. Some scars heal.

Others contiirue to disfigure

the mind and the body long

after the torture has ended.

This report draws on

recent reports of torture
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wfAjir-T":

STAMP OUT

TORTURE

and ill-treatment from more

tlran 150 countries. The vic

tims are criminal suspects as

well as political prisoners, the
disadvantaged as well as the
dissident, people targeted
because of their identity as
well as their beliefs. Tliey are
women as well as men, chil
dren as well as adults.

Action to eradicate

torture is needed urgently,
and this report launches a

worldwide Amnesty Interna

tional campaign against

torture. Drawing on decades

of experience in researching

and working against torture.

Take a Step to Stamp out

Torture focuses on three

major area.s—preventing

torture, confronting discri
mination and overcoming

impunity.

This report bears wit

ness not only to the cruelty

of the torturers, hut also to

the courage and determina

tion of torture surxivors and i
human-rights defenders. It j
shows that there is no short- 1

age of information on how i

to stop torture, only a lack

of political will. It aims to [
galvanise people around the i
world in a collective effort |
to eradicate torture from !

the face of the earth.

Published by Amnesty
International, 2001. 139 p.
I Easton Street London

WCIXODW - U.K.

Website: <http://www.
amnesty.org>. ISBN 0-

86210-292-8

Hidden Scandal,
Secret Shame: Torture
and Ill-treatment of

Children

By Amnesty International

It is hard to believe that
anyone would deliber-

I  ately torture a child. Yet
around the world, girls and
boys are being subjected to
horrific violence and abuse.
Children are tortured be
cause they are caught up in
wars and political conflict.

Children in custody are vul
nerable to ill-treatment by
police and security forces,
and arc often detained in

conditions that pose a threat

to their health and safety'.

Many face being beaten or

sexually abused by the vety

adults who arc supposed to

protect them. Tlie effects of

torture on the futitre life of

the child should ttot be itn-

derestitnatcd. They may be

felt for generations to cotne.

Hidden Scandal, .Secret

SKame draws on many re

ports of tormre of cbildreti

docutuented by Amnesty

hrternational and other

human-rights orgairisations.

Tire victims are children from

all regioirs of the world.
Some are the accidetitiil

victims of the carnage of war;

some have been deliberately

targeted by artned forces;

sotne have thetuselves been

forced to take up arms, attd

to carry out acts of torture.

Children are tortured tor

political activism or alleged
criminality, or situply because

they are socially tnargittal;

they are targeted because of

their identity as well as t heir

beliefs. Dozens of harrowing

cases are presented in this

report, yet they are no more

than the tip of a very large
iceberg. The torture of

children is a widespread,
worldwide scandal, and

concerted pitblic action

tiiust be brougbt to bear on

governments to force them

to live up to their legal atrd
moral obligatiota to protect
children.

Amitesty Internatiotial

has drawn on decades of

(.'xperienci' iti research and
w'tn'kmii aid.iinsi tciriiirc to

I;,mull II.S ulobal catnpaign

auaitist the tise of torture.

Tins ie|Hitt is released as
part of t b.it campaign and
altns til mobilise people
;irotmd tlu- u orLI to take ac
tion to slop the torture and
ill-treatment ot children.

I'ublisbcd bv.Amnesty'
International, 2000. lOOp.

1  Easton Street London
WtilXOPW United King
dom. Website: -.http://
www.anmesty.org^. ISBN
0-Sn2 10-2'-H-4

Hoops of Fire: Fifty
Years of Fiction by
Pakistani Women

Edited by Aamer Husseim

In this collection of sto
ries by Pakistan's finest

women writers—including
Jamila I lashmi, Muintaz
Sbirin, Khadija Matur,

i  Kbalida I lusain and
[  I-ahmiLla Riaz-we are inn'O-
duced to the intricate nar

rative patterns and coinpel-
j  ling cadences of a rich liter
ary culture which deserxes to

I  be better knoxxat. Spanning
1  the ent ire I iity years of a nexv
j  itation's history, anxl tang-
I  ing in style from b.irsh real-
;  ism to poetry and parable,
these stories (translated
from Urtlu) proxide the
unit|ue perspectixes on so-
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cial, political and psychi.)kiui-

cal issues that otticial histo

ries ignore.

hqiially at ease with

polemic ;itid lyricism, these

writers tnirrttr the e\ents ot

their con\-olntc(.l history-

narioitalistn and im.lepeni.l-

ence, wars with India, the

crearioir ot Batiglai.lesh, the

ethnic contlicrs in Karachi-

in innocarive and coiira-

georis terms. Intlneticed

both by the Indiatr atrd Is

lamic traditions ot their tni-

lieu and hy the shocking im

pact ot modernity, they are

distinguished above all hy
their artistic integrity and in-

tellecttial honesty.

Published hy Saqi
Books, 1999. 175 p. 26

Westboume Grove, London

W2 5 Rll - LLK. ISBN 0-

86356-039-3 (phk)

Political Restructuring
and Social Transfor-

mation: Feminist

Critical Essays in

Southeast Asia

Edited by Josefa S.Francisco

and Stella Eloisa Marquez-
Fong

The essays in this collec
tion were drawn trom

papers presented at the

DAWN South Asia, South

east Asia and Pacitic Re

gional Wtirkshop on Politi

cal Restructuring and Social

Trattstortnatioii (PRST)

held itt Cdtiangtuai, Thai

land, 8-11 Octoher 1999.

The global tratuework pa

per oti PRST that was pre

sented at the tueeting by Dt.

Viviene Taylor, D.AWN's

kilobal Research Coordina

tor, helped stimulate the

thinkittg that went into writ

ing the essays.

The collection ptescttts
a raitge ot temittist analyti

cal approaches atid theo

retical iiuisings that interro

gate the cultural meanings
uttderpinning the Southeast

Asian states as these redetitie

roles arid strategies ot gov-

ertiance in the context ot

globalisation. It also at

tempts to uncover dilemmas

attd challenges in light ot the

women's movemeitt's critical

engagetnent with this proc
ess ot state retorm. Insights

trom these essa>^; coritributed

to the tinalisation ot a

DAWN global docutnent

entitled Marketisation ot

Governance (Taylor,
V2000).

Published by Wotnen
anct Gender Institute

(WAGI), 2000. 106 p.

Miriam College, U.P. Box

110 Dilimaia, Quezon City

IIOI - Philippines. ISBN

97I-9I468-6-9

Mainstreaming Men
into Gender and

Development:

Debates, Reflections,
and Experiences
By Sylvia Chant and Mathew
Gutmann

c
uiTcntly there is tuuch

public debate about

"tuen in crisis," "troubled

masculinities," and "men at

risk." Although women con

tinue to bear a dispropor

tionate share ot material, so

cial, and civil disadvaritage,

there is a growing awareness

that men in some contexts

also tace marginalisation be

cause ot their gender roles

and identities.

This working paper,

based on research commis

sioned by the World Bank,
argues tor a mature under-
smnding of how gender, race,
and poverty interlink to
disacivantage particular cate

gories ot men, as well as
women. Men, arid male gen

der concerns, must be in

corporated in gender and
dec'elopment interventions at

the grassroots level, so that
issues facing bodi sexes can be
considered togedrer. Current

"in-house" approaches in

more than 30 de\-elopment

organisations are reviewed,
and suggestions are made for
a more gender-balanced,
men-inclusive approach.

Published by Oxfam

Publishing, 2000.60 p. 274

Banbury Road, Oxford

0X2 7DZ - U.K. E-mail:

<publish@oxfam.org.uk>.

ISBN 0-8559845I-I

Prime-Time Feminism;

Television, Media

Culture, and the

Women's Movement

Since 1970

By Bonnie J. Dow

In Prime-Time Feminism,
Bonnie J. Dow examines

feminist representations in

popular entertainment tel
evision and argues that tel

evision has been a key par

ticipant in the cultural dia
logue about feminism in the
United States. Approaching

television as a fan, as a critic,

and as a feminist, Dow fo

cuses on how the medium

adapts to, structures, and at
tempts to frame cultural
understandings of social

change over time.

Although Dow dis

cusses a wide variety of tel

evision programming, she
provides specific case stud
ies ofTlie Mary Tyler Moore

Show, One Day at a Time,
Designing Women, Murphy

Brown, and Dr. Quinn,

Medicine Woman. She jux

taposes airalyses ot genre,

!  plot, character cfevelop-
I ment, and narrative struc-
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ture with the larger debates

over feminism that took

place at the time the pro

gramming originally aired.

Dow emphasises the power

of the relationships among
television entertainment,
news media, women's maga
zines, publicity, and celebrity
biographies and interviews
in creating a framework

through which television

viewers "make sense" of both

the medium's portrayal of
feminism and the nature of
feminism itself.

Prime-Time Feminism
highlights the continuing
tension between the

commodification of select,
simplified feminist images
and the complexities of femi
nist politics.

Published by University
of Pennsylvania Press, 1996.
240 p. Philadelphia, Penn

sylvania 191044011 - USA.

ISBN 0-8122-1544-0

No Longer a Secret:

The Church and Vio

lence Against Women

ByArunaGnanadason

Violence against women
happens in every coun

try, age group and sector of

society, in the home, at the

workplace. Apart from the

infliction of physical harm,

sexual harassment, rape and

sex tourism, it takes subtler

form in the psychological
and emotional demeaning
of women. Its extent is sel

dom acknowledged: its vic
tims are often afraid or em

barrassed to speak otit-or
silenced and discredited if

they do. Churches too have

turned a blind eye to its pres
ence in their own institu

tional life, sometimes even

condoning it. Few are ready
to ask how their own struc

tures may perpetuate abuse

of power and keep women
insecure and fearful.

But there are also signs
of hope, and this book poirits
to some of die ways in which

women and men in the

church and elsewhere are

beginning to struggle coura
geously against all forms of

violence against women.

This revised edition in
cludes an additional chap
ter detailing responses to the
issue of violence against
women by the World Coun
cil of Churches, especially in
the context of the Ecumeni
cal Decade of Churches in

Solidarity with Women. In
addition, the extensive list of

resources available from

churches and church-re

lated groups has been up
dated.

Published by World

Council of Churchc.s, 1997.

105 p. 150 route de Ferney,

1211 Geneva 20 - Switzer

land. ISBN 2-8254-1098-5

No Hiding Place: Child

Sex Tourism and the

Role of Extraterritorial

Legislation

By Jeremy Seabrook

Child sexual abuse is at
tracting much public

concern and attention in

many parts of the world. In
recent years, it has taken on

a novel form involving abu.s-

ers masquerading as tourists

and travelling to countries

where children may be par

ticularly vulnerable. Men

from Europe, the U.S. and

Japan trow vi sit Third
World arid Eastern Euro

pean countries in order to
engage in the sexual abuse

of young children. This
book examines a new depar

ture in international coop

eration to suppress this prac-

Jrivnty Svjbronk

ticc whcrcliy a number of
cou n 11 ICS - i 11 c! uding the

I '.S., many European na

tions, hqiaii and Thailand-
haw passci-l logislatiiin mak
ing possible the arrest and
trial of their citizens tor these
of fences even when earned
out heyonil their borders.

This hook records the
speed and efficiency with
which this initiative has been
brought about. It presents
a number of case stitdies
from a variety of countries
that have been collected by
the Uutch Section ot De
fence of Children Interna
tional. It makes clear the
important role being pbye
by NCOs, notably bCPAT
International (End Child
Prostitution, Pornography
and Trafficking in Children)
which now comprises over
40 organisations worldwide.
It provides examples of suc
cessful prosecutions that
have been brought and the
obstacles that still stand m
the way of tising this legal in
strument to suppress child
abuse. In particular, it shows
how great is still the need to
develop guidelines, codes of
practice and new proce
dures in cooperation in or
der to help law enforcement
authorities prosecute these
cases where mc:)re than one

national jurisdiction is in

volved.
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Those in\'oK cd in chikl

prorcction, troin icnelu-rs to

social workers aiui police,
will find the tnatoritil iti this

book art irisiyhttiil resotirce

in alerring thotn to rhe prolv
Ictn and new ways of cotv
tronting ir.

Published by Zed
Books, 2000. 141 p. 7
Cynthia Street, I.otidort N1

9J1" - U.K. ani.1 Rornn 400,
175 hilth Avenue, New

York, NY 10010 - USA.

ISBN 1-85649-914-6

The Futures of Women:

Scenarios for the 21

Century

By Pamela McCorduck and

Nancy Ramsey

This exciting, itnpas-
sioned book describes

four alternatives. Iri a

project begun by the Clobal

Business Network, the con

sulting firm that foresaw the

steep rise in oil prices and

the collapse of the Soviet

Union, authors Patnela

McCorduck and Nancy
Ramsey examine the condi

tions likely to prevail over

the next twenty years.

Tlrrough the compelling sto

ries of women living in each

possible scenario, they show

us the often chilling world
that today's ec'cnts are lead

ing to, including 1) the

worldwide backlash that

THE

Futures
ofWOMEN

SCENARIOS FOR TMi:

21stCENTURY

PAMELA McCOROUCK AND NANCY MMSEY |

puts even Western women

behind Muslim-style veils; 2)

a golden age of gender equal

ity; 3) gains and losses that
preserve the stanis quo; and

4) sexual separatism in

which women create their

own communities and lives.

horcwarned is tore-

arnted. By knowing the

trends, the dangers, and the

ways of the future, women

can make the best choices to

bring about the world they

want for their children and

thctnscK'es.

Published by Warner

Books, 1996. 363 p. 1271

Avenue of the Americas,

New York, NY 10020 -

USA. ISBN 0446-673374

Women and Leadership

By Oxfam

k espite the advances to

wards recognition of

women's political, eco

nomic, and social equality

with men during the 20'''
century, there is a continu

ing lack of women leaders to

determine the political, eco

nomic, and social progress

of humanity.

Women have created

thousands of vibrant, vi

sionary organisations of

their own, with considerable

recent success in influencing

national and international

j  policy formation. While
j  these achic\-cments are to be
I  saluted, women remain ab-

;  sent from the key political

j  and economic institutions
I  shaping access to and con
trol o\-er resources. Why are

women leaders still mar

ginalised from power? Wliat

will it take to change this?

Women and Leadership

is about leadership in many

contexts: women resisting

exploitation in the work
place; women heading
households; women leading

in the international policy

forum. It offers insights for

development policy makers

and practitioners aiming to

promote gender equality

and to support women

would-be leaders, and argues

that die insritutions diar nile

our societies diemseK'es need

to be transformed in order

to promote gender equality.

Published by Oxd'am,

2000, 86 p. 274 Banbury

Road, Oxford 0X2 7DZ,

U.K. E-mail; <orders@
tandf.co.uk>. Website:
<http://www.tandff. co.uk>.
ISBN 0-85598452 X

Women in Asia:

Restoring Women to

History

By Barbara N. Ramusack and
Sharon Sievers

Women in Asia is one
of four volumes in

the Restoring Women to
History series. The original
teaching packets on which
die series is based, published
in 1988 by the Organisation

of American Historians,

played a key role in the revi
sion of the history curricu

lum and the incorporation

of women into the study of

world history. The explo

sion of scholarship on
women over the past decade

has prompted a major rc-

exaniinatioii and expansion

of the original materials into
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four separate volumes. Deal

ing with women in Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and the Middle

East, diese volumes consider

what questions are in cur-

WOMEN IN

rency at this stage in the field
of women's history, what

type of evidence is available,
and what gaps exist within

the scholarship. Each vol

ume features an introduc

tion by an expert in the his

tory of the area. The general
introduction by Cheryl

johnson-Odim and
Margaret Strobel sets out

the general themes and is
sues that emerge from the

series and addresses points

of comparison and differ
ence between the regions.

The aim of Restoring

Women to History is to
demonstrate the value of
comparative history while
generating new questions
and shedding new light on
current scholarship in the

non-Western world.

In this volume, the au

thor writes on South and

Southeast Asia, surveying j
both the prescripth'e roles j
and the lived experiences of

women, as well as the con

struction of gender from

early states to the 1990s. Al

though both regions are
home to Hindu, Buddhist,
and Muslim religious tradi

tions and had extended

trade relations, they reveal
striking differences in the sta
tus and roles of women and

the processes of cultural ad

aptations. Siet'ers presents an

overview ofwomen's partici

pation in the histories of

China, Japan and Korea

from prehistory to the mod
ern period that provides a

framework for incorporat
ing women into world his

tory classrooms. It offers

analyses on major issues de
rived from recent research

and discusses such stereotypi
cal cultural practices as
footbinding (long seen as "ex
otic" ill the West) in the con-
text of women's lives.

Published by Indiana
University Press, 1999. 266
p. 601 North Morton

Street, Bloomington, IN

47404-3797 - USA. E-rnaib

<iuporter@indiana.edu>.

Website: <http;//www.

indiana.edu/~ itipress>.

ISBN 0-253-33481-0

The Mountain is

Moving: Japanese

Women's Lives

By Patricia Morley

The Mountain is Moving
describes postwar Japa

nese society and the roles
that women arc expectcci to

play within it. Based on hun
dreds of interviews, the hook

examines many spheres ot

I' V I K I ( I \ \i O KIM

JAPAN rsr
WOWl \-s I |\ ! S

women's lives, including edu
cation, marriage and child

rearing, work outside the

house, caring for die elderly,
political power or lack of it,
and volunteerism. Patricia

Morley also exaiuines a di

verse and compelling range
of stories and novels hy and
about Japanese women, re
vealing both die patterns that
concern sociologists and the

exceptions that interest phi
losophers and writers.

Morley asserts that the

legendary Japanese system of

white-collar labour can only
he inaiiuainedhytliceitorts

ot women who remain at

home to take care ot their
hu.shatid.-;, their children,
;md their aueing relatives. In

recent years, however, in
creasing numbers ot Japa
nese women have begun to
seek chatige atid empo^-"'"-
metit heyotui the doinestic
sphere.

l-;tigaginglv^'>'' '^ten. The
Moutituiii Is Moving is a
unicpte introduction t
Jnpanese society and will
appeal not otdy to those
curious about modern Japa
nese culture hut also to all
those with an interest m
wotnen's issues.

Published by the Uni
versity of British Uolumhia,
1999. 226 p. 6344 Memo
rial Road. Vancouver, BC
V6T 1Z2 - Canada. Lax: (1-
800) 688-0821, H-maih
<ordersCuhcpress.uhc.ca'^,

Website: •.http://^^'^'^^-
uhcpress.uhc.ca"-. ISBN 0-
7748-067 5-3

Filipino Women Writers
and Their Works

By the National Centennial
Commission - Women Sector

"pihis voUime-b'bp''n'
I  I WotticIt Writers and

Their Works-is the fourth tn
the centennial series ot live
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volumes ilie init-

standiiig works -.ind kioer:!-

phics ot Filipino women in

all fields. The series is the re

sult ot the painstaking el-

forts of the Task l oree tor

the Librarian's t noup that

has coordinate«.l and mobi

lised eighty insiitutions t(.i ae-

tively participate in the

project that commemorates

100 years of riational iitde-

pendence.

mont mmim! moM fiumsi

IWI
A amtAAiAL coumAiaH

Tills libraiy project has

been a significant part ot the

groundwork fcrr the regional

research colloquia, round-

table discussions (August

1997-November 1998),

and national symposium

(March 1998), as well as for

the International Ccmgress

on Women's Role in 1 listory

and Nation Building:

Evolving Women-centered

Paradigms through ller-

stories for the 21" (.lentury

(December 8-12, 1998).

Tlius, the Task Force tor the

Librarians' (Iroup makes a

concrete contribution to

ward making women visible

not oirlv in Philippine

histoiv, but alsoglobally.The

publication ot this centennial

series also brings the Phil

ippines to the forefront as it

contrihutes to the global

movement to popularise

1 lerstories as a trailblazing

concept in gender and deve

lopment perspectives toward

women emixnverment.

Published by National

tlentennial Ccunmission -

Women Sector, 1999. 573

p. 1743 Taft .-Venue, Manila

1004 - PhilipiMties. ISBN
971-91276-3-5

Feminism and

Documentary

Edited by Diane Waldman and

Janet Walker

Documentary and femi
nist film studies have

long treeri separate or paral

lel universes that need to

conc'crsc or collide. The es

says in this volume, written

by prominent scholars aitd
fihmirakers, demoristrate

FEMINISM

AND

DOCUMENTARY

/Jfj/v WUlihwi itnii lanJt

the challenges that feminist

perspectives pose for docu-

utentar>' theory, histor>: and

practice. They also show
how fuller attention to

documentaiy enriches and
complicates feminist theoiy,

especially regarding the rela-

'  tioitship between gender
and sexuality, race and eth

nicity, class and nation.

Feminism and Documen-

taiy includes an extensive fil-
tnogtaphy and \'ideography
with useful distribution in

formation and a bibliogra

phy of v\'ork in this treglected
area of scholarship.

Published by Unh-ersity

of Minnesota Press, 1999.

365 p. Ill Third Avenue

South, Suite 290,

Minneapolis, MN 55401-
2520-USA Website: <http:/

/www.upress. umn.edu>.
ISBN 0-8166-3007-0

The Ink Dark Moon:

Love Poems

By Ono No Kofnachi and Izumi
Shikibu, translated by Jane
HIrshfield with Marito AratanI

One thousand years ago
the lleian court of

j  imperial Japan was one of
i  the most sophisticated cul-
j  tures on earth. The litera-
j  nire of the classical age is the

oitly oite in which the pre
dominant geniuses were

women; foremost among

them were the rwo master

fully translated in this vol
ume. Ranging from the

deeply erotic to the pro
foundly spiritual, die poems

nil

m\

IWhUmkIu**!

- T;:.
TraiiJitrJ !•> J-""

of Ono no Komachi (ca.
850) and humi Shikibu
(974yi034?) served some
times as intimate exchanges
between lovers (among the
Heian elite, verse was an in
dispensable part of court
ship), other times to record

private emotional

and spiritual concerns of
the accomplished and pas
sionate women. Elegant,
sensuous, insightful, and
piercingly lovely, the poems
in Tlw Ink Dark Moon speak
to us from the distant past
with an immediacy that
brings us to a deepened ex
perience ot the present.

Published by Vintage,

cl990. 212 p. Random

House of Canada, Toronto.

ISBN 0-679-72958-5
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