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For Raquel, Her Soul Sisters and Friends
By Rlgoberto Tlglao

Introductory itoic:

Racjuel Ednilin-Tif^luo, a iconian ii'ho senvJ

for almost tii'o decades countless seomen in defend
ing their human rights, and inspired many othc-r
Aiian women activists, passed away on 28 Febru
ary 2001. She succumbed to cancer of the breast at
the age of 53.

After a year of battling cancer, she asked
to be brought to the hospital on February 24.
Not because of any hope of treatment. She
told me years ago bow she pitied a family with
a house where someone had died, as that
seemed to permanently darken a home that
had been full of life and laughter.

She 15 one of the pioneers of the Women's Crisis
Center (WCC), the first counselling institution for
victims/survivors of violence against icomen in the
Philippines. She tvas also a devoted member of the
Board of Trustees of his International-Manila.

In recognition of Iwr contribution to advanc

ing leomen's Kutnan rights, specifically in the area
of violence against tcomen, the WCC Board and

staff renamed the recently set-up WCC Resource
and Training Institute to The Raquel Edralm-Tiglao
Resource and Training Institute on Family Violence
Prevention.

This article is a reprint from the 14 March
2001 issue o/tKe Philippine Daily Inquirer. The
author, Rigoberto "Bobi" Tiglao, is Raquel's hus
band. Bobi is a veteran journalist who had been

with Raquel since their student activist days in the
1970s Martial Law years in the Philippines and is
the current Presidential spokesperson.

I COULDN'T write in the past two
weeks. And I wish I never had to write
this piece.

But I want to tell the whole world about

Raquel. She was my soul mate with whom I

shared my entire adult life so far. I let life and
her dying were poetry, and she had a message
tor us.

She didn't give up right away. The next
day, she summoned all the strength left in her
body, devoured by cancer down to bare skm
and bones. Bedridden for three months, she
stood up from her bed and walked a few steps.
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