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O
n the occasion of World Popula-
tion Day last 11 July, the govern-
ment of India was urged to put
an immediate stop to aggressive
population control policies and
practices, the brunt of which is borne

by women, often in total violation of ethical and
medical guidelines.

Illegal trials and propagation of quinacrine pel-
lets for the chemical sterilization of women are
still current in India, despite the ban imposed on
their importation, manufacture, distribution and
sale.  The ban was upheld by the Supreme Court
on 16 March this year. This was revealed in an
open letter to Dalit Ezhimalai, the Minister for
Health and Family Welfare, by Saheli, a women’s
group working on issues related to women’s
health for the last 17 years.

But since the ban has not been applied with
retrospect, the DCGI has claimed helplessness
in taking punitive action. This, despite the fact
that there is enough documentary evidence of the
involvement of private practitioners, NGOs and
even government hospital doctors in these mal-
practices, claimed Saheli. A booklet entitled
Quinacrine: a sordid story of chemical sterilisation
of women was released by the organization on
Population Day last year.

Women subjected to illegal trials throughout
the country continue to suffer the pain, menstrual
abnormalities and complications caused by the
procedure, and unwanted pregnancies due to its
failure, without the follow-up that is expected of
“clinical trials.”

Saheli urged the Minister of Health to develop
mechanisms to permit and monitor clinical trials,
and to control the sale and use of hazardous drugs.
“By farming out the health sector, the government
has already shirked a large part of its responsi-
bilities; it cannot abdicate them further,” stated
Saheli.
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