
M A N I L A (Women's Fea ture Service )—"No 
voice, no choice, no power," was how A n n a Leah 
Sarab ia , executive director of Women 's Med ia 
Circ le , s u m m a r i s e d the s i tua t ion of most F i l i ­
p ino women today d u r i n g a recent s ympos ium 
on Women a n d Technology. 

In her talk on "the new technologies from a 
f e m i n i s t v i e w p o i n t , " j o i n t l y s p o n s o r e d by 

market what to or not to se l l , " she explained. 
Women who work outside the home believe 

equality begins w i th economic independence. 
"However, there is st i l l that 'broadcast ' c lock 
wh i ch shows how women in the Ph i l ipp ines , 
even wi th money, are stereotyped," Sarab ia con­
ceded, herself a mother and a producer of radio 
and TV programs. 

The New Gender Equalizer 
By G i n a Mission 

f 

Easyma i l e r (EMC) , a na t i ona l E -
ma i l service, Isis Internat ional -
M a n i l a , a n d W o m a n H e a l t h , 
S a r a b i a s ta r t ed w i t h , thC ] 
roles that women play' 
v is -a-v is technology 
as audience, as c o n s u m ­
ers, and as inter-actors. 

We are a u d i e n c e , ac ­
cord ing to her, when we l is 
ten to pr iests deliver the h o m i 
lies i n the pu lp i t s ; when we l is­
ten to po l i t ic ians announce thei 
plat form of government; when we 
sit i n boardrooms dominated by 
men. It is a s i tua t ion where the 
m a i n players are men . 

"As a u d i e n c e , we are ex­
p e c t e d to l i s t e n to those i n 
power," she says w i th bitter sar­
casm. "After a l l , s i lence is sup­
posed to be a v irtue for women," 
she added. 

B u t we are now i n the 90's 
where women, apart f rom opt­
ing to be fu l l - t ime housewives , now 
pursue professional careers—for eco­
nomic independence or when to or not 
to se l l , " she expla ined. ' 

W i t h some money , S a r a b i a c o n ­
tended, women as c onsumers c a n be 
equal w i th m e n i n some aspects . "As 
buyers, for example, they can dictate the 

The adver t i s ing rates for 
primetime shows (between 6 to 

10 p.m.—the t ime when h u s -
' bands and k ids are supposed to 

be home) cost twice the rates of 
the morn ing noont ime shows 
(consist ing ma in l y of f a sh i on , 

cooking, showbiz news, etc. and 
c o n s i d e r e d w a t c h e d o n l y by 

I housewives). In fact, some Ph i l ip -
^pine TV stations don't start u n t i l 
' 12 noon. 

"The irony is that whi le adver-
^tisers pay m u c h to be seen by pr ime 
^time audience, it is the women who 
[do the 'grocery,'" she added mat-
j ter-of- fact ly, p r o m p t i n g a s u p -
^ pressed laughter i n the audience. 

The advent of t e l ecommuni -
^ cat ion technology br ings yet an -
L o ther role for the w o m e n to 
I p lay—that of inter-actors. 

Un l ike the f irst two roles 
[where they are quite passive, 
women as inter-actors now ap­

p r o a c h t h i n g s r a t h e r agg r ess i v e l y , 
whether through the 1 5 x 9 i n c h beeper 
or the 2 x 5 i n ch ce l lu lar . 

It is common nowadays to hear sto­
ries of people sending uncensored mes­
sages (expressed at most i n 400 char­
acters) to each other or for some to talk 
unrestr ictedly on the phone. 

70 



The same is true w i th telephone hot l ines 
where cal lers can share their wildest or crue l -
est exper iences s imply because nobody sees 
them. 

A n d where anonymity is the name of the 
game, the emergence of E - m a i l and the Internet 
is considered to be God's gift to the women's 
movement. Compute r intersect ion through net­
work gives the women a 'feel' of the ul t imate 
communica to r . 

Easymai le r , where 150 subscr ibers are con­
nected through the E -ma i l , serves as an avenue 
for women who want to address issues of a l l 
concerns on a nat iona l level. The issues ' talk ' 
pol i t ics , ecology, cu l ture , gender, etc. w i th the 
hope of in f luenc ing policy on these issues. 

Pi V i l l anueva , sect ion editor of Women in 
Action, a pub l i ca t i on by Isis Internat ional -Ma­
n i l a , confesses to have been attracted to the 
computer because "you don't have to dress u p 
to face an audience to convey your message." 

"It offers them privacy w h i c h makes it pos­
sible for women to create a new self, a v i r tua l 
self they themselves designed (in as many words 
as they want), w h i c h is devoid of prejudgment 
because of phys i ca l absence of the other party," 
asserted Sarab ia . 

"Th is development br ings i n what they ca l l 
'cyberfeminity' w h i c h creates v i r tual freedom for 
women. Un l ike be ing audience or consumers 
where they are voiceless and therefore power­
less, they can now explore or break boundar ies 
to constant ly create or define who they are, to 
show that there are voices other than those i n 
power," she ma in ta ined . 

In the same manner that we abhor any vio­
lat ion of the freedom of expression, Sarab ia be­
lieves that " invas ion of th is privacy would trig­
ger them to create communi t i es of their own. 
Diversity wou ld then exist, w h i c h in tu rn makes 
democracy possible . " 

Ande Ando l in of the Women's Educat ion, De­
velopment Product iv i ty and Research Organ i ­
zat ion (WEDPRO) conceded that it is to the great 
advantage of those who have access (like when 
you type a password and on the screen wi l l ap­
pear, for example, a woman's face i n the ma i l ­
order bride directory of the Internet). However, 
it is surely a major form of exploitat ion on the 
part of those who are i n the directory, know­
ingly or unknowing ly . "1 may wake u p one day 
to see my face in one of those i n the directory," 
she excla imed. 

V i l l anueva , on the other hand , c la ims that 

goodness or badness of this information tech­
nology (IT) is relative. "After a l l , it 's the user that 
gives it value," she countered. 

Access to th is interact ion means you have a 
personal computer and a modem connected to 
the Internet or the local E -ma i l through a tele­
phone l ine. Dr. Sy lv ia " G u y " C laud io , chairper­
son of L inangan ng Kababa ihan (literally means 
developing the women or LIKHAAN), an NGO 
that trains and educates grassroots women, said 
that th is development creates two classes; "the 
haves and the have-nots or the knows and the 
know-nots . " 

THE KEY IS TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO FALL 
INTO THE TRAP OF ENJOYING THE WONDERS 

OF THIS NEW TECHNOLOGY AND FORGETTING 
THE VALUE OF ONE'S NEED FOR IT. 

Robert Verzola, operator of E M C , activist, 
and a convenor of Phi l ippine Greens, said that 
the Phi l ippines, "basical ly an agr icu l tura l coun­
try try ing ha rd to be industr ia l i zed , has a d i ­
l emma like other developing countr ies to tn,' or 
not to try." 

"Be ing in the t rans i t ion period, we tend to 
change the order, by replacing manua l works 
wi th computerized ones, in the honest belief that 
it is the only way to get there, wherever and 
whatever that i s . " 

A person, for instance, may be contented 
w i th us ing the non-compl icated DOS at first. 
B u t w i th the var ious Windows-based softwares 
now proliferating in the market , everyone wants 
to have h is/her PC upgraded to accommodate 
the latest version. One may be spending the last 
centavo i n the ardent desire to jo in the band­
wagon. 

"The key is to be careful not to fall into this 
t rap , " advised Verzo la . That is , enjoying the 
wonders wh i ch this new technology offers with­
out forgetting the value of one's needs for it. 

However one views this development, one 
th ing is sure though: in format ion technology 
gives a level p lay ing field for men and women. 
W o m e n c a n now be h e a r d or r epresen ted 
equally. IT is it! 
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