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Telemanita 
is a center dedicated to t ra in­
ing women i n the use of elec­
tronic technologies. 

S ince 1992, more than 40 
women have been t ra ined i n 
video product ion. The courses 
offered are: basic video produc­
t ion, edit ing, sound , and light­
ing. 

O u r courses inc lude media 
l i teracy educat ion wi th a gen­
der perspective. O u r goal is to 
encourage women to develop 
new ways of seeing the images 
they c o n s u m e a n d t h e n to 
th ink about new ways of pro­
duc ing images that empower 
women. 

We analyse the c ommun i ­
cat ions industr ies and exam­
ine their biases. In 1995, we 
designed a ten-day workshop 
for 18 women. The first days 
were spent i n deconstruct ing 
med ia images a n d ana l y s ing 
their pa t r ia rcha l content. For 
the remainder of the workshop, 
women wrote scripts, inc lud ing 
documentary , d rama , and ex­

p e r i m e n t a l p ieces a n d pro­
duced a video. 

Groups that have produced 
videos at Te lemanita inc lude: 
M a d r e T i e r r a — G u a t e m a l a n 
w o m e n r e fugees f r om L a s 
C h a v a s ; a y o u n g g i r l s ' gang 
from Mex ico C i t y , S i p a m ; a 
w o m e n ' s h e a l t h c e n t r e i n 
Morelos that r u n s a recycl ing 
centre; s tudents from the U n i ­
versity of San Lu i s Potosi and 
Las Re inas ; a n d a g roup of 
older women who r u n work­
shops on women and aging. 

We also produce videos for 
other groups. We produced a 
video for the s ixth and seventh 
Lat in Amer i can Femin is t C o n ­
ferences and another for the 
fourth Lesbian Femin is t con­
ference in Mexico. 

CATALOGUE ON WOMEN'S WORK 
Over the past two years, we 

have tra ined ourselves to use 
the Internet. Th is year, we be­
gan t ra in ing other women, too. 
We produce an electronic b u l ­
letin called Video Red Mujeres, ' 
w h i c h is sent over the Internet 
to 35 groups involved in women ̂  
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a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s p r o j e c t s . 
T h i s b u l l e t i n i s p r o d u c e d i n 
S p a n i s h a n d E n g l i s h a n d o p e n 
to o t h e r s w i s h i n g to r ece i ve i n ­
f o r m a t i o n a b o u t n e w v ideo p r o - . 
d u c t i o n s , n e w t e c h n o l o g y , a n d 
o t h e r n e w s a f f e c t i n g w o m e n 
p r o d u c e r s . 

T h e g o a l i s to s h a r e i n f o r ­
m a t i o n , w h i c h i s h a r d to c o m e 
by , e s p e c i a l l y i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . 
O n e o f o u r g o a l s i s to d e v e l o p 
t h i s b u l l e t i n i n t o a c o n f e r e n c e . 
W e a r e d e d i c a t i n g o u r s e r v i c e s 
to o r g a n i s e , t r a n s l a t e , a n d d i s ­
t r i b u t e t h e b u l l e t i n . It i n c l u d e s 
the r e s p o n s e s we h a v e r e c e i v ed 
f r o m m e m b e r s , a s w e l l a s i n ­
f o r m a t i o n w e h a v e c o m e a c r o s s 
t h a t s e e m s u s e f u l . 

W e feel t h a t a c o n f e r e n c e 
o f t h i s s o r t m a y j u s t f l o u n d e r 
w i t h o u t a g r o u p a s s u m i n g r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r s o m e t i m e . 
M a n y f ine v i d e o s a r e p r o d u c e d 
a n d s p a r s e l y d i s t r i b u t e d . I n 
a d d i t i o n to d i s s e m i n a t i n g t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n v i a the b u l l e t i n , w e 
a r e p r e s e n t l y p r o d u c i n g o u r 
f i r s t c a t a l o g u e o f v i d eo p r o d u c ­
t i o n s b y w o m e n i n L a t i n 
A m e r i c a . W e h i g h l y r e c o m ­
m e n d th e p r o d u c t i o n s i n c l u d e d 
i n t h i s c a t a l o g u e to g r o u p s w h o 
n e e d e d u c a t i o n a l v i d e o s . T h e 
t h e m e s i n c l u d e d o m e s t i c v i o ­
l e n c e , p r e - n a t a l c a r e , w o m e n 
a n d A I D S , e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s ­
s u e s , w o m e n a n d r e l i g i o n , 
s e x u a l p r e f e r e n c e , s e x u a l i t y , 
a n d o t h e r s . W e h a v e p r o d u c e d 
three w o m e n ' s v i deo f es t i va l s i n 
M e x i c o C i t y a n d s e n t v i d eo fes­
t i v a l p a c k a g e s to g r o u p s i n 
o t h e r p a r t s o f M e x i c o a n d L a t i n 
A m e r i c a . 

BETTER TRAINING WITHOUT MEN 
It i s o u r e x p e r i e n c e t h a t 

w o m e n l e a r n b e t t e r i n g r o u p s 
w i t h o u t m e n . T h e y a r e n o t a s 
a f r a i d to a p p e a r s t u p i d a n d a s k 
m o r e q u e s t i o n s . T h e y m o r e e a ­
g e r l y p i c k u p t h e e q u i p m e n t 

w i t h o u t d e f e r r i n g to t h e m e n 
i n the g r o u p . W o m e n have b e e n 
t a u g h t to be i n t i m i d a t e d b y 
t e c h n o l o g y . W e h a v e c r e a t e d 
o u r o w n p r o d u c t i o n m a n u a l 
w h e r e we b r e a k d o w n the ter ­
m i n o l o g i e s a n d c o n c e p t s o f p r o ­
d u c t i o n . 

In t h e v e r y f i r s t c l a s s , we 
p a s s a r o u n d the c a m e r a a n d let 
w o m e n s h o o t w h a t e v e r t h e y 
l i k e . A s t h e c l a s s e s p r o g r e s s , 
t h e y c a n v i e w t h e i r p r o g r e s s 
f r o m t h a t ve ry f i r s t shoo t . T h e 
c l a s s e s i n c l u d e a n y w h e r e f r o m 
five to t e n w o m e n a n d r u n over 
t h r e e w e e k e n d s for a t o t a l o f 
s i x d a y s . 

A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF 
THE INTERNET TRAINING IS TO 

HAVE A VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE : 
AND PATIENT TEACHER. IT IS 

ONE THING TO KNOW THE 
INFORMATION AND ANOTHER TO 

BE ABLE TO PASS IT ON. / 
It i s o u r e x p e r i e n c e t h a t -

w o m e n i n M e x i c o a n d C e n t r a l 
A m e r i c a m o s t o f t en n e e d a d d i ­
t i o n a l o n e - o n - o n e t r a i n i n g ses ­
s i o n s a f te r t h e w o r k s h o p s . W e 
e n c o u r a g e these w o m e n to c o n ­
t i n u e w o r k i n g w i t h u s a n d to 
p r o d u c e t h e i r o w n p i e c e a s 
s o o n a s p o s s i b l e . O t h e r w i s e , : 
t i m e p a s s e s a n d the t a s k s e e m s 
o v e r w h e l m i n g . 

W e a r e he r e to h e l p d e v e l op 
a s c r i p t , m a k e a p r o d u c t i o n 
p l a n , l o ok for f u n d i n g , a n d h e l p 
w i t h t h e a c t u a l s h o o t i n g a n d : 
e d i t i n g . M o s t w o m e n w h o c o m e 
to o u r c o u r s e s n e e d a l l t h e s e 
t y p e s of a s s i s t a n c e . T h e y a l s o 
n e e d a c c e s s to e q u i p m e n t . 

O u r I n t e r n e t t r a i n i n g b e ­
g a n l a s t y e a r . F o r a w h i l e , i t 
w a s d i f f i c u l t to w o r k w i t h " L a 
N e t a " a n d w e s t i l l h a v e p r o b ­
l e m s b e c a u s e o f t h e p o o r te le­

p h o n e s e r v i c e a v a i l a b l e . W e 
h a v e to p a y for l o n g d i s t a n c e 
c a l l s to M e x i c o b e c a u s e t h a t i s 
the c l o s e s t n o d e a n d t h i s h a s 
m a d e i t d i f f i cu l t to r ea l l y i n v e s ­
t i ga te w i t h N e t s c a p e . 

M a n y w o m e n ' s g r o u p s i n 
L a t i n A m e r i c a d o n o t u s e 
I n t e r n e t s e r v i c e s or , i f they do , 
o n l y one w o m a n i n the g r o u p 
k n o w s h o w to u s e i t . P h o n e 
l i n e s a r e s t i l l v e r y e x p e n s i v e 
a n d so it i s h a r d to ded i ca t e the 
off ice l i n e to w o m e n l e a r n i n g 
a n d u s i n g t h e In t e rne t . 

A very i m p o r t a n t p a r t of the 
I n t e r n e t t r a i n i n g i s to have a 
very k n o w l e d g e a b l e a n d pa t i en t 
t eache r . W e o u r s e l v e s have h a d 
the e x p e r i e n c e o f l e a r n i n g f r o m 
peop l e w h o w e r e a l s o l e a r n i n g 
f r o m p e o p l e w h o w e r e a l s o 
l e a r n i n g a n d i t w a s f r u s t r a t i n g 
to feel we w e r e w a s t i n g t i m e 
t h r o u g h l a c k of b a s i c k n o w l ­
edge. S o m e o n e w h o k n o w s h o w 
to teach i s a l s o i m p o r t a n t . It i s 
one t h i n g to k n o w the i n f o r m a ­
t i o n a n d a n o t h e r to be ab l e to 
p a s s it o n . I n t e rne t t r a i n i n g for 
w o m e n m u s t be c o n s i s t e n t . 
T h e w o m e n m u s t be a b l e to 
p r a c t i c e r e g u l a r l y so a s no t to 
forget the s k i l l . 

F i n a l l y , w e h a v e d e s i g n e d 
a n d a r e p r e s e n t l y g i v i n g a me­
d i a l i t e r a c y c o u r s e for f i f th a n d 
s i x t h g r a d e r s . T h e c o n c e p t of 
m e d i a l i t e r a c y does n o t ex i s t 
h e r e a n d we have no t b e en able 
to de f ine i t i n a few w o r d s i n 
S p a n i s h . W e a r e l o o k i n g for 
m e d i a l i t e r a c y m a t e r i a l t h a t i s 
easy to u s e o r to t r a n s l a t e . W e 
w o u l d a l s o l i k e to h e a r of expe­
r i e n c e s i n t r a i n i n g y o u n g s t u ­
d e n t s a s w e l l a s a d u l t s . W e 
w o u l d a l s o love to s h a r e o u r 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 

Source : Zebra News, Issue 32 , 1997 
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