
L A H O R E (IPS)-Male a n d fe­
male television news readers can 
no longer be seen on the screen 
together if new med ia direct ives 
are implemented i n Pak i s t an . 

Television shows, news broad­
c a s t s , a n d e v en c o m m e r c i a l s 
showing soaps and detergents wi l l 
have to be taken off the air . 

" J u s t as television had started 
to open u p , become more upbeat 
a n d contemporary , we're hit wi th 
t h i s , " c o m m e n t e d a s t u n n e d 
viewer i n Lahore , Pak i s tan ' s sec­
ond largest city. 

ming , " he asserted. "The new d i ­
rectives are r id i cu lous . They want 
u s to make interest ing an d cre­
ative programmes on civic sense, 
road safety, a n d how to say our 
prayers." 

A l though no written directives 
were init ial ly given to the state-run 
PTV, memos were sent to the semi-
private NTM (National Television 
Marketing) channe l , wh i ch in turn 
sent out a c i r cu la r to advert is ing 
agencies. 

"We were s h o c k e d at the 
d i r e c t i v e s , " B a s h i r A. K h a n of 

T V rEStrictions HEW 
shut wonriEn ou 

By Beena Sarwar 

The new directives have come 
r ight from the top. Prime M i n i s ­
ter Nawaz Shari f , in a recent visit 
to Lahore Televis ion Stat ion, told 
the television producers to "c lean 
u p " their act. 

The confused producers , wor­
r ied about their j obs in the gov­
e rnmen t - run Pak i s t an Television 
Corpora t i on (PTVC), scrambled to 
oblige even before any writ ten or­
ders were given. "The Prime M i n ­
ister has given verbal orders, so 
that is enough," confided A l i Akba r 
Abbas , a scr iptwri ter at the sta­
t ion, apparent ly fully in agreement 
w i th S h a r i f s point of view. 

" H i s r e m a r k s we re c l e a r 
enough . We don't want to com­
pete w i th foreign channe l s , and 
P a k i s t a n Te lev is ion s h o u l d pro­
mote e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e s 
sui tab le for Pak i s t an i cu l ture , " he 
sa id . 

B u t a producer who requested 
anonymi ty felt the pr ime min is te r 
h a d been mis led . "There 's no th ­
i n g vu l ga r a b o u t o u r p rog ra in -

Manha t tan Advert is ing in Karach i . 
" O u r c l i e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y the 
mul t ina t i ona l s , are really upset . 
T h e e m p h a s i s of t h e s e n ew 
gu ide l ines seems to be aga ins t 
women. It's pathetic. Here we are 
o n t h e t h r e s h o l d of the 2 1 - ' 
c e n t u r y , a n d the P M ( P r i m e 
Minister) wants u s to cut down on 
the projection of women. " 

Acco rd ing to the c i rcu lar , fe­
male models are prohibi ted from 
blowing bubble gum or l i ck ing ice 
c r e a m c o n e s . T h e y c a n n o t be 
shown la ther ing their cheeks in 
soap c o m m e r c i a l s , or w a s h i n g 
their ha i r in shampoo ads. Male 
and female models are not to be 
shown in close prox imity to each 
other. 

"It's l ike a re turn to the Z ia 
era," sa id popu lar television actor 
Asi f Raza M i r who also r u n s an ad­
vert is ing agency. He was referring 
to the days of mar t ia l law under 
Z ia , who tried to just i fy h is stay in 
power t h r ough a process of so-
cal led Is lamisat ion. 
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In 1988 , a l l adver t i sements 
showing women were pul led off the 
screen a n d sent to the country ' s 
cap i ta l , I s lambad , for "re-censor­
ing " after the then sel f -appointed 
President Z i a made a speech about 
Is lamic va lues . 

The present c lamp down is be­
lieved to have been triggered by the 
m u s i c p r o g r ammes r u n by PTV 
a n d N T M wh i ch featured Pak i s tan i 
rock a n d pop groups. 

D u r i n g h is visit to Lahore TV, 
Sha r i f l a u n c h e d a tirade against 
" l ong-ha i red y o u n g m e n " a n d the 
"jean-jacket cu l ture " and declared 
that " P a k i s t a n i cu l tu re " shou ld be 
promoted ins tead . 

Huge l y p o p u l a r w i th y o u n g 
P a k i s t a n i s , the m o d e r n m u s i c 
groups were immediate ly banned 
from appear ing on television. 

" W h a t ' s more vu lgar , 5 ,000 
y o u n g peop l e , b oy s a n d g i r l s , 
peacefully s ing ing a long to a song 
that creates nat ional ha rmony and 
un i ty , or mi l l i ons of people denied 
educa t i on , hea l th a n d bas ic h u ­
m a n r i g h t s ? " a s k e d a n a n g r y 
Sa lman A h m e d of the popular rock 
b a n d J u n o o n . 

" W h a t ' s more obscene , o u r 
m u s i c , or the loot a n d p lunde r of 
Pak i s t an by po l i t i c ians? A n d wi l l 
someone please define wha t ou r 
cu l ture is , before the term is used 
as a t r u m p ca rd , " he sa id . 

" C u l t u r e a n d re l i g ious fa i th 
mean different th ings to different 
people, a n d governments s h o u l d 
not even at tempt to define them, " 
s a i d f ree lance j o u r n a l i s t J a l e e s 
Haz ir , who writes on med ia a n d 
cu l ture . " In a count ry as c u l t u r ­
ally diverse as Pak i s t an , no single 
def ini t ion of P a k i s t a n i cu l ture wi l l 
do." 

A l l the rock groups of Pak i s tan 
have "na t i ona l " songs on their rep­
e r t o i r e s — a n a t t e m p t to m a k e 
themselves more acceptable to the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t . S o m e of these 
songs are extremely ca tchy a n d 
popu la r a n d have he lped ins t i l l a 

new sense of na t i ona l pride in Pa­
k i s t a n i youngsters . 

"Pop m u s i c has done for the 
you th of th is count ry what pol i t i ­
c ians couldn ' t , " asserts Shehzad 
A h m e d of V i t a l S ings, Pak is tan ' s 
p ioneer ing pop group whose na ­
t ional song, 'D i l D i l Pak i s t an , ' has 
a lmost become a n a n t h e m for the 
y o u n g s ince it was first s u n g a l ­
most a decade ago. 

FEMALE MODELS ARE 

PROHIBITED FROM BLOWING 

BUBBLE GUM OR LICKING ICE 

CREAM CONES. THEY CANNOT 

BE SHOWN LATHERING THEIR 

CHEEKS IN SOAP 

COMMERCIALS, OR WASHING 

THEIR HAIR IN SHAMPOO ADS. 

MALE AND FEMALE MODELS 

ARE NOT TO BE SHOWN IN 

CLOSE PROXIMITY TO EACH 

OTHER. 

S h a r i f s edict, w h i c h came at 
a time when there was no pol i t ica l 
p r e s s u r e for i t , r e f l e c t s t h e 
government 's need to strengthen 
its po l i t ica l base at a time when it 
is fac ing a cons t i tu t i ona l c r i s i s . 
Shar i f is at loggerheads w i th the 
chief just ice of the Supreme Court . 

Some observers i n Is lambad 
are conv inced that the move is a 
precursor to yet another out-of-
tu rn election for wh i ch the govern­
ment wan ts to increase its vote 
bank . 

S ince it is seen as hav ing lost 
the suppor t of the bus iness com­
mun i t y wh i ch brought it to power, 
the government wants to woo back 
the re l ig ious r i ght -w ing element 
w h i c h it cou ld earl ier afford to ig­
nore. 

"This is a n effort to strengthen 
the c onse r va t i v e vote b a n k o n 

w h i c h the government was losing 
its gr ip, " sa id a senior television 
official i n Is lambad. 

Histor ica l ly , whenever a gov­
ernment i n Pak i s t an feels polit i­
cal ly weak, it plays the "Islam" and 
" P a k i s t a n n a t i o n a l i s m " c a r d s . 
Zu l f i ka r A l i Bhu t t o d id this in the 
1970s, p roh ib i t ing the sale of a l ­
coho l to M u s l i m cit izens, mak ing 
Fr iday the weekly hol iday instead 
of S u n d a y , a n d d e c l a r i n g the 
A h m e d i c ommun i t y as non -Mus ­
l im. 

B u t as has been often pointed 
out, it d id not save h im . His suc­
cessor. G e n . Z i a , played the Islam 
card throughout h is 12 years in 
power because he had no pol it ical 
base. However, h is st int as head 
of state and government was due 
not to popu la r suppor t but to his 
mi l i tary s tand ing . 

Af ter h i s d e a t h i n a p lane 
c r a s h in 1988, when general elec­
t ions were a n n o u n c e d , Bhut to ' s 
O x f o r d a n d H a r v a r d - e d u c a t e d 
daughter Benaz i r pu l l ed a scarf 
over her h e a d , began f inger ing 
prayer beads, and stopped shak­
ing h a n d s w i th men i n pub l i c in 
an attempt to placate the religious 
right when she began her electoral 
campa ign . 

Th i s d id not in any way en­
hance her popular i ty or increase 
her acceptabi l i ty in a consti tuency 
she can never hope to command . 

"Those who supported her did 
so when she d idn ' t have the out­
ward t rappings of piety, and those 
who were against her were never 
fooled by the prayer beads," com­
mented a n act iv is t for women's 
r i gh t s . She a d d s tha t the new 
media restr ict ions are certain to 
backf i re as Sha r i f loses further 
suppor t among the bus iness com­
mun i t y he hai ls from. 

Source : Inter Press Service Asia Pacific, 
•29 October 1997 
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