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TEHRAN (Reuters)—Athletes
from 24 Islamic countries
competed last December for a
week of games only for women
in Iran which were dominated
by the host country.

Iran took first place with 58
golds, followed by Kazakhstan,
Syria, Azerbaijan, Turkmen-
istan, Pakistan, Sudan, Bos-
nia and Jordan. More than
1,000 women athletes com-
peted in 12 sports in locations
around the country during the
games which were only
watched by women spectators.
Men were allowed to watch only
the opening ceremony, where
women were covered from head
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MEXICO CITY (AP) - Women leg-
islators and activists were exu-
berant over Congress’ approval
of ahotly debated bill that would
make rape by a spouse a crime.
The Law against Domestic Vio-
lence outlines prison sen-
tences of between 8 and 14
years for those convicted.

“This bill is a victory that
women have been looking for
many years,” independent
congresswoman Carolina
O’Farril said.

The measure, which passed

to foot in headscarf, overcoat,
and track suit.

Iran, which also hosted the
first games in 1993, has been
a main force behind the com-
petitions promoted as a viable
Islamic alternative to West-
ern women’s sports events.
Iranian women, who have to
follow a strict Islamic dress
code are not allowed to attend
most sports events. Iranian of-
ficials say the language and
behavior of some fans make
the events unsuitable as fam-
ily outings.

Source: Today, 29 December 1997
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the Lower House 254-90, split
the three major parties. Some
members of the right-center
National Action Party objected
to treating husbands the same
as strangers in rapes.

“Should a husband be
given the same sentence
as a rapist?” asked Na-
tional Action con-
gressman Emilio
Gonzalez.

If approved
by the Senate,
the bill would go
to Mexico’s presi-
dent to be signed
into law.

Expert reports pre-
pared for the debate indi-
cate that domestic violence—
including beatings, rape, and
psychological abuse—is on the
rise but is seldom reported and
even more rarely punished.
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For years, women’s groups,
the Roman Catholic Church,
and other organizations have
demanded stronger punish-
ment to crack down on domes-
tic violence. House and Sen-
ate committees have been

lobbying for the bill for
more than a year.
The campaign
picked up mo-
mentum follow-
ing 6 July
elections in
which the rul-
ing Institutional
Revolutionary
Party lost its absolute
majority in Congress.

Source:hittp:/ /members.aol.
com/ncmdr/index. html



