
T E H R A N (Reuters )—Ath le tes 
f r o m 24 I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
competed last December for a 
week of games only for w o m e n 
i n Iran w h i c h were domina t ed 
by the host country . 

Iran took first place w i t h 58 
golds, followed by Kazakhs tan , 
Sy r i a , Aze rba i j an , T u r k m e n 
is tan , Pak i s t an , S u d a n , Bos 
n i a a n d J o r d a n . Mo r e t h a n 
1,000 w o m e n a th l e t e s c o m 
peted i n 12 sports i n locat ions 
a round the country d u r i n g the 
g a m e s w h i c h w e r e o n l y 
watched by women spectators. 
Men were allowed to watch only 
the opening ceremony, where 
women were covered from head 

a n 
to foot i n headscarf , overcoat, 
a n d t rack sui t . 

Iran, w h i c h also hosted the 
first games i n 1993, has been 
a m a i n force b e h i n d the com
pet i t ions promoted as a v iable 
I s lamic a l ternat ive to West
e rn women 's sports events. 
I ran ian women , who have to 
fo l low a str ict Is lamic dress 
code are not al lowed to at tend 
most sports events. I ra i i ian of
f ic ia ls say the language a n d 
behav ior of some fans make 
the events unsu i t ab l e as fam
i ly out ings . 
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MEXICO CITY (AP) - Women leg
islators and activ ists were exu
berant over Congress ' approval 
of a hotly debated bOl that wou ld 
make rape by a spouse a crime. 
The Law against Domest ic V io 
l ence o u t l i n e s p r i s o n s e n 
tences of be tween 8 a n d 14 
years for those convicted. 

T h i s b i l l i s a v ictory that 
women have been l ook ing for 
m a n y y e a r s , " i n d e p e n d e n t 
c o n g r e s s w o m a n C a r o l i n a 
O 'Farr i l sa id . 

The measure, wh i ch passed 

the Lower House 254-90 , split 
the three major parties. Some 
members of the r ight-center 
Nat ional Ac t i on Party objected 
to treat ing h u s b a n d s the same 
as strangers i n rapes. 

" S h o u l d a h u s b a n d be 
g iven the same sentence 
as a r a p i s t ? " a sked Na
t i o n a l A c t i o n c o n 
g r e s s m a n E m i l i o 
Gonzalez. 

If approved 
by the Senate , 
thebOlwovi ldgo 
to Mexico 's pres i 
den t to be s i g n e d 
into law. 

Expe r t r epor ts pre
pared for the debate i n d i 
cate that domest ic v io l ence— 
i n c l u d i n g beat ings, rape, a n d 
psychological abuse—is on the 
rise but i s seldom reported and 
even more rarely p u n i s h e d . 

For years, women's groups, 
the Roman Catho l i c C h u r c h , 
a n d other organizat ions have 
d e m a n d e d s t ronger p u n i s h 
ment to crack down on domes
tic v io lence. House a n d S e n 

ate commit tees have been 
l obby ing for the b i l l for 

more t h an a year. 
T h e c a m p a i g n 
p i c k e d u p m o 

m e n t u m follow
i n g 6 J u l y 

^ e l e c t i o n s i n 
w h i c h the r u l 

ing Ins t i tu t i ona l 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y 

Party lost i ts absolute 
majority i n Congress . 
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