Body and Witchcraft:

Victim Cremated
By Shobha Gautam

In Kathmandu, Nepal, the
young woman Saraswati
Adhikari died after being
beaten, burned, and denied
food and water for three days.
This was what her husband
claimed to be “the proper treat-
ment for a witch.”

Saraswati’s husband and
the “witch doctor” who tortured
her are under investigation in
police custody.

The victim’s dead body was
taken for cremation the day of
her death by a rally of journal-
ists, human rights activists,
and women'’s activists, sev-
eral of whom had tried to
rescue her.

Saraswati was
brutally treated by
her husband af-
ter she was
reportedly pos-
sessed by spirits.
She was tied to a
plank and kept in an
outhouse above the toi-
let for three days.

When she started com-
plaining of excruciating pain,
her husband brought the
“witch doctor” to their home.

This woman declared that
Saraswati was a witch and
needed treatment that could
only be done at her house.

When activists came to
rescue her, she smelled hor-
ribly and was almost uncon-
scious. She was in no condi-
tion to speak and only opened
her eyes after her children
called to her. After some time,
Saraswati asked for water and,
after drinking the water, she
repeated, “I have not done any-
thing,” again and again.
Shortly thereafter, she lost

consciousness again and
never recovered.

The activists raided the
witch doctor’s home with the
help of the local police, but
Saraswati’s neighbors re-
mained silent spectators. Not
one raised a finger to help her.
Even the police did not take the
report seriously and arrived-a
half-hour too late. Since the
victim was a woman, they did
not take immediate action.

In Nepal, 80 percent of all
women suffer from anemia.
Saraswati was also severely
anemic, and her weakness
only contributed to her suffer-
ing.

Accusations of witchcraft
are common in Nepal, where
many ills are treated by tradi-
tional medicine and supersti-

tions persistently use
women as scapegoats.
Perhaps most

shocking of all, this
crime took place in
Katmandu, the capi-
tal of Nepal, which is the
most abundant and most
highly developed in the
country. Now the city with the
best medical care in Nepal wit-
nesses a woman killed for sup-
posedly being a witch.

Source: Women’s Health Journal, 3/
97

Northern Marianas
No Paradise
for Foreign Workers

By William Branigin
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON—OIlder Ameri-
cans remember the Northern
Mariana Islands as the scene
of horrific fighting between US
Marines and Japanese troops
during World War II.
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Today they are a battle-
ground of a different sort, a re-
mote US commonwealth in the
western Pacific where local
politicians, federal officials,
and members of Congress have
been slugging it out over im-
migration laws, the minimum
wage, garment sweatshops,
and the alleged exploitation of
foreign workers.

Those differences came to
a head last October with a lob-
bying visit here by the island’s
governor, Froilan Tenorio, and
the introduction in the Senate
of legislation aimed at reining
in what the Clinton adminis-
tration regards as the territo-
ry’s abuses of its privileges un-
der a 1976 “covenant” with the
United States.

The governor, a Democrat,
strongly opposes the bill and
has completely fallen out with
the Clinton administration. In
a campaign to defeat the pro-
posed legislation—and to help
advance his bid for reelection
next month against a Republi-
can who happens to be his un-
cle—Tenorio has been court-
ing the GOP in Congress. Over
the past year, he has invited
several members of Congress
and dozens of staff members to
visit his tropical isles on ex-
pense-paid junkets.

The proposed legislation,
introduced by Sens. Frank
Murkowski, R-Alaska, and
Daniel K. Akaka, D-Hawaii,
would extend federal immigra-
tion and minimum-wage laws
to the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands and
restrict the use of “Made in the
USA” labels by its $625 million-
a-year garment industry. The
powerful industry has ben-
efited from local control of im-
migration and the minimum
wage by bringing in thousands
of cheap and docile temporary



foreign workers, mostly Chi-
nese, to toil in factories that
turn out clothing for the US
market.

Because the common-
wealth is a US territory, the
garments made there carry the
“Made in USA” labels and en-
ter the United States without
duties or quotas, even though
the workers and materials are
all imported and the factories
are largely foreign-owned.
The result, US officials
say, is an end-run
around the quotas
and tariffs that ap-
ply to garment im-
port, as well as the
minimum wage and
workers’ rights mandated
in US domestic manufac-
turing.

Moreover, garment facto-
ries in the Northern Marianas
often pay their workers less
than the islands’ current
$3.05-an-hour-minimum
wage, force them to work long
hours with no overtime, and
require them to live in
crowded “barracks” with re-
strictions on their freedom,
according to workers and hu-
man rights organizations. Be-
fore they leave China, workers
must sign contracts with the
Chinese government that vio-
late their rights on US soil, the
Interior Department says.

One such contract says the
worker “is forbidden from en-
gaging in any political or reli-
gious activity” on the islands,
must not request a raise or go
on strike, and “cannot fall in
love or get married.” Violators
face penalties back in China.

Source: Today, 24 October 1997

Women in Action No. 1, 1998

* Women in Action with ISSN 101-5048 is published |

by Isis International-Manila, an international non-
government women's organization, founded in 1974 to
promote the empowerment of women through information
sharing, communication and networking. Its network
reaches over 50,000 individuals and organizations in
150 countries.

Isis International-Manila has sister offices in Santiago,
Chile and in Kampala, Uganda where the Isis' Women's
International Cross Cultural Exchange (Isis-WICCE) is
located.

Isis International-Manila acknowledges the supportand
financial assistance of the following partner-donor
organizations: Australian Agency for International
Development (Australia), Australian People for Health,
Education and Development Abroad, Inc. (Australia),
Bilance (The Netherlands), Canadian International
Development Agency (Canada), Christian Aid (UK),
CIDA-ASEAN (Singapore), Commission on Interchurch
Aid of the Netherlands Reformed Church, DIAKONIA
Asia Regional office (Thailand), Evangelisches
Missionwerk (Germany), Foundation for a
Compassionate Society (USA), Global Fund for Women
(USA), Global Ministries-The United Methodist Church
(USA), Interchurch Organization for Development
Cooperation (The Netherlands), the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (USA), The Minister
for Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs-
Netherlands, National Centre for Cooperation in
Development (Philippines), Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (Norway), Royal Danish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Denmark), Swedish Church
(Sweden), Swedish Interational Development Authority
(Sweden), United Nations Development Fund for
Women (USA), Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(USA), World Association for Christian Communication
(UK).

Isis International Advisory Council: Nigar Ahmad
(Pakistan), Shamima Ali (Fiji), Millicent Aligaweesa
(Uganda), Kamla Bhasin (India), Ximena Charnes
(Chile), Foo Gaik Sim (Malaysia), Noeleen Heyzer
(Singapore), Helen Hill (Australia), Khushi Kabir
(Bangladesh), Kumari Jayawardena (Sri Lanka), Mary
John Mananzan, OSB (Philippines; Chairperson), Yayori
Matsui (Japan), Ana Maria R. Nemenzo (Philippines,
Trustee), Susanna Ounei-Small (New Caledonia),
Siriporn Skrobanek (Thailand), Marianita Villariba
(Philippines; Executive Director-Isis International-
Manila), Marilee Karl (USA; Founder and Honorary
Chairperson).




