
Body and Witchcraft: 
Victim Cremated 
By Shohha Gautam 

In K a t h m a n d u , N e p a l , the 
y o u n g w o m a n S a r a s w a t i 
A d h i k a r i d i e d a f t e r b e i n g 
beaten, b u r n e d , a n d den ied 
food and water for three days. 
Th i s was what her h u s b a n d 
cla imed to be "the proper treat
ment for a w i t ch . " 

Saraswat i ' s h u s b a n d a n d 
the "witch doctor" who tortured 
her are under invest igat ion i n 
police custody. 

The vict im's dead body was 
taken for cremat ion the day of 
her death by a ral ly of j o u r n a l 
is ts , h u m a n r i ghts ac t i v i s ts , 
a n d women's act iv is ts , sev
eral of w h o m had tr ied to 
rescue her. /^S 

S a r a s w a t i w a s y^Tgfi 
bruta l ly treated by / • ^ j f l ^ ' ^ 
her h u s b a n d af- J^iPlVli^ 
t e r s h e w a s /^??(/^^^Wi 
reportedly pos- ^WCl^Cfii'^^ 
sessed by spirits. ^P^J^W/T! 
She was t ied to a ^^Bw^ 
p lank and kept i n an ^viC^ 
outhouse above the toi- \
let for three days. 

W h e n she s tar ted c o m 
p la in ing of excruc ia t ing pa in , 
h e r h u s b a n d b r o u g h t the 
"wi tch doctor" to their home. 

Th is w o m a n declared that 
S a r a s w a t i was a w i t c h a n d 
needed t reatment that c ou ld 
only be done at her house. 

W h e n a c t i v i s t s c a m e to 
rescue her, she smel led hor
r ibly and was a lmost u n c o n 
scious. She was in no condi 
t ion to speak and only opened 
he r eyes after he r c h i l d r e n 
cal led to her. After some t ime, 
Saraswat i asked for water and , 
after d r i n k i n g the water, she 
repeated, "I have not done any
t h i n g , " a g a i n a n d a g a i n . 
S h o r t l y therea f te r , she los t 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s a g a i n a n d 
never recovered. 

The a c t i v i s t s r a i ded the 
wi tch doctor's home wi th the 
he lp of the loca l pol ice, but 
S a r a s w a t i ' s n e i g h b o r s re 
mained silent spectators. Not 
one raised a finger to help her. 
Even the police did not take the 
report seriously and arrived a 
ha l f -hour too late. S ince the 
v ic t im was a woman, they d id 
not take immediate act ion. 

In Nepal, 80 percent of a l l 
w o m e n suffer f rom a n e m i a . 
S a r a s w a t i was also severely 
a n e m i c , a n d he r w e a k n e s s 
only contr ibuted to her suffer
ing . 

Accusa t i ons of witchcraf t 
are c ommon in Nepal, where 
many i l ls are treated by tradi
t ional medic ine and superst i 

t i o n s p e r s i s t e n t l y u se 
^ women as scapegoats. 
J/^^ P e r h a p s m o s t 
C^vv s h o c k i n g of a l l , th i s 
tSi^*-jfc\e took p lace i n 
L ^ j L ^ ^ ^ K a t m a n d u , the cap i -

tal of Nepal, which is the 
9/^ most abundant and most 
^ h i g h l y d e v e l o p e d i n the 
country. Now the city w i th the 
best medica l care in Nepal wit
nesses a woman ki l led for sup
posedly being a wi tch . 

Source ; Women's Health Journal, 3/ 
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Northern Marianas 
No Paradise 
for Foreign Worl<ers 
By William Bnmigin 
The Washington Post 

W A S H I N G T O N — O l d e r Amer i 
cans remember the Northern 
M a r i a n a Islands as the scene 
of horri f ic f ighting between U S 
Mar ines and Japanese troops 
du r ing Wor ld War II. 

Today they are a batt le
ground of a different sort, a re
mote U S commonweal th in the 
wes t e rn Pac i f i c where l o ca l 
p o l i t i c i ans , federal o f f ic ia ls , 
and members of Congress have 
been slugging it out over im
migrat ion laws, the m i n i m u m 
wage, ga rment swea t shops , 
and the alleged exploitation of 
foreign workers. 

Those differences came to 
a head last October wi th a lob
by ing visit here by the is land's 
governor, Fro i lan Tenorio, and 
the in t roduct ion i n the Senate 
of legislation a imed at re in ing 
in what the C l in ton admin is 
trat ion regards as the territo
ry's abuses of its privileges u n 
der a 1976 "covenant" with the 
Uni ted States. 

The governor, a Democrat, 
strongly opposes the bi l l and 
has completely fallen out with 
the C l in ton admin is t ra t ion . In 
a campaign to defeat the pro
posed leg is lat ion—and to help 
advance his bid for reelection 
next month against a Republ i 
can who happens to be h is u n 
cle—Tenorio has been court
ing the G O P in Congress. Over 
the past year, he has invited 
several members of Congress 
and dozens of staff members to 
visit h i s tropica l isles on ex
pense-paid junkets . 

The proposed leg is lat ion, 
i n t r o d u c e d by S e n s . F r a n k 
M u r k o w s k i , R - A l a s k a , a n d 
D a n i e l K. A k a k a , D - H a w a i i , 
wou ld extend federal immigra
t ion and min imum-wage laws 
to the Commonwea l th of the 
Northern M a r i a n a Islands and 
restrict the use of "Made in the 
U S A " labels by its $625 mi l l ion-
a-year garment industry . The 
power fu l i n d u s t r y h a s ben
efited from local control of im
migra t i on and the m i n i m u m 
wage by br ing ing in thousands 
of cheap and docile temporary 
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foreign workers , most ly C h i 
nese, to toi l i n factories that 
t u r n out c l o th ing for the U S 
m a rke t . 

B e c a u s e t he c o m m o n 
wea l th is a U S terr i tory, the 
garments made there carry the 
"Made i n U S A " labels and en
ter the Uni ted States wi thout 
dut ies or quotas, even though 
the workers and mater ia ls are 
a l l imported and the factories 
are largely fore ign-owned. 
The r e su l t , U S of f ic ia ls 
s a y , i s a n e n d - r u n fjS^ 
a r o u n d the q u o t a s p 
and tariffs that ap- l^t^S^ 
ply to garment i m - ^ ^ ^ ^ 
port, as wel l as the 
m i n i m u m wage a n d 
workers ' r ights mandated 
in U S domes t i c m a n u f a c 
tur ing . 

Moreover, garment facto
ries i n the Northern Mar i anas 
often pay the i r wo rke r s less 
t h a n t h e i s l a n d s ' c u r r e n t 
$ 3 . 0 5 - a n - h o u r - m i n i m u m 
wage, force them to work long 
hours w i th no overtime, a n d 
r e q u i r e t h e m to l i v e i n 
crowded " b a r r a c k s " w i th re
s t r i c t i o n s on the i r f reedom, 
accord ing to workers and h u 
m a n r ights organizat ions. Be
fore they leave C h i n a , workers 
mus t s ign contracts w i th the 
Chinese government that vio
late their r ights on US soi l , the 
Interior Department says. 

One s u c h contract says the 
worker " is forbidden from en
gaging in any pol i t ica l or rel i 
gious act iv i ty" on the i s lands , 
mus t not request a raise or go 
on str ike, and "cannot fall i n 
love or get marr i ed . " Vio lators 
face penalt ies back in C h i n a . 

Source; Todaxj, 24 October 1997 
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