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Media Recognition 
for a Freedom Figiiter 
Marie-Noelle Ferrieux Patterson, Vanua tu ' s internat ional ly-respected o m b ud s m an , is 
under inc reas ing at tack from pol i t i c ians whose misdeeds and corrupt ion she regularly ex
poses. Some are ag i tat ing to remove her from her posit ion. Bu t Ferr ieux Patterson's work has 
received welcome recogni t ion from a n unexpected source, the region's m a i n news media 
organ iza t ion . 

Meet ing i n Port V i l a , the V a n u a t u cap i ta l , for its a n n u a l convention, the Pacific Islands 
News Assoc ia t ion (PINA) broke from precedent. It awarded Ferr ieux Patterson for her fearless 
efforts to use her knowledge of the law a n d account ing to br ing into the publ ic doma in ques
t ionable pract ices by people i n pub l i c office. She was hai led for her determinat ion to make 
sure her f indings con t inued to be avai lable to the local news media and the people of V a n u a t u . 

Ferr ieux Pat terson hersel f h a d praise 
for the V a n u a t u news media . The indepen
dent newspaper Vanuatu Trading Post had 
shown courage a n d de terminat ion to p u b l i s h 
the t r u t h th rough the pub l i ca t i on of her 
reports, she sa id . She also thanked Radio 
V a n u a t u for detai led interviews. The grow
ing role of the Pres K l ab b long V a n u a t u had 
contr ibuted to le t t ing the pub l i c know how 
important a free press is to the nat ion , she 
added. 

The convent ion, hosted by Pres K l ab 
b long V a n u a t u , saw the assoc ia t ion u n a n i 
mous ly adopt p lans to take it into the new 
century. They inc luded : 
• Set t ing u p radio , te levision, newspapers 
and magaz ines, a n d na t i ona l assoc iat ions 
groups; 
• E lec t ing i ts first pres ident from Fi j i , 
W i l l i am P a r k i n s o n , the manag ing director of 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s F i j i , operators of four 
na t i ona l F M stat ions i n Fi j i a n d two i n 
Papua New G u i n e a ; 
• L a u n c h i n g a major programme to t ra in 
more Pacific Is landers as j o u r n a l i s m t ra in 
ers a n d educators ; 
• L a u n c h i n g p ioneer ing t ra in ing o n the use 
of the Internet for bo th pr in t and broadcast 
med ia on the region; 
• Next year 's PINA convent ion w i l l for the 
first t ime be he ld i n the F r e n c h Pacif ic, w i th 
F r ench Po lynes ia w i n n i n g the b id to host it 
i n Papeete. It reflected the growing role both 
the New Ca l edon ian a n d F r e n c h Po lynes ian 
news med ia are p lay ing i n PINA. 

Women Take Back the Media 

n e w m o v e m e n t c a l l e d " T a k e B a c k t h e 
M e d i a " u r g e s w o m e n to c o n s c i o u s l y 
s u p p o r t i n d e p e n d e n t a n d a l t e r n a t i v e 

m e d i a a n d to f i gh t c o r p o r a t e i m a g e f a c t o r i e s 
w h i c h s p r e a d d i s e m p o w e r i n g i m a g e s o f w o m e n . 
T h e c a m p a i g n d e s c r i b e s t o d a y ' s m e d i a a s " a 
d a n g e r o u s l a n d s c a p e o f i m a g e s t h a t w o r k to 
c o m m u n i c a t e p o w e r l e s s n e s s i n w o m e n b y 
c o n t i n u i n g to r e p r e s e n t w o m e n a s v i c t i m s . " 
W o m e n a r e t r y i n g to f l o u r i s h i n a n e n v i r o n m e n t 
w h e r e t h e y a r e b o m b a r d e d w i t h n e g a t i v e i m a g e s . 
T h e s e i m a g e s d o n ' t d e p i c t w o m e n a c c u r a t e l y — 
w h e t h e r t h e y a r e w o m e n i n y o u r c o m m u n i t y o r 
a c r o s s t h e w o r l d . T h e g o a l o f t h e " W o m e n T a k e 
B a c k t h e M e d i a " c a m p a i g n i s to p r o v i d e a n 
a l t e r n a t i v e to c o n f u s i n g , m i s l e a d i n g , a n d h a r m 
f u l i m a g e s o f w o m e n a n d to c o n n e c t m e d i a 
m a k e r s p r o d u c i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s . 
T h e c a m p a i g n s u g g e s t s t h a t s u p p o r t e r s u s e 
c r e a t i v e w a y s o f s h o w i n g t h e i r s u p p o r t for 
p o s i t i v e i m a g e s o f w o m e n i n m e d i a . In p a r t i c u 
l a r , i t a s k s s u p p o r t e r s to : 

• W e a r a p h o t o b u t t o n d e p i c t i n g a p o s i t i v e 
i m a g e o f a w o m a n to p r o v i d e a n e x a m p l e o f a 
b e t t e r w a y to r e p r e s e n t w o m e n . 
• P u r c h a s e m e d i a w i t h p o s i t i v e i m a g e s o f 
w o m e n — b e i t v i d e o , m a g a z i n e s , n e w s p a p e r s , 
m u s i c , c o m p u t e r , e t c . 
• S e n d a p h o t o o f a w o m a n to s h o w y o u r v i s i o n 
o f t h e f u t u r e for w o m e n , for u s e i n t h e i r v i d e o 
t a p e s t r y o f w o m e n e n t i t l e d " B e y o n d B e i j i n g : T h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l W o m e n ' s M o v e m e n t . " 

(Source: off our backs, J u n e 1997) 
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