
C H R O N I C L E S OF C O L O N I Z A T I O N 
by LosenaTubanavau-Salabula 

T
he colonization of the Pacific is­
l and countr ies began as soon 
as the foreigners set foot on the 
shores of Oceania, as far back 
as the 15th and 16th centuries. 
T h e r e w e r e d i f f e r e n t a p ­
proaches to co lon i za t ion de­
pending on the style of differ­
ent colonizers, where they were 
original ly from and what their 

j:. motives were. Among the first 
• V m a i n colonizers of the Pacific 

i s lands were B r i t a i n , France , 
Germany , Spa in and Portugal . 
Later on, they found problems 
i n admin is ter ing the far-f lung 
territories. T h u s they put u p 
center points w i th in the Pacific 
region, e.g., Aus t ra l i a to look 
after Fi j i , K i r iba t i and Tuva lu . 
The S p a n i a r d s e s t a b l i s h e d 
G u a m as t h e i r c e n t e r i n 
M i c r o n e s i a a n d la t e r o n i n 
Ja lu i t , Marsha l l Islands, where 
the G e r m a n s also bu i l t their 
headquarters . 

Some of the i s l and states 
c h a n g e d co l on i z e r s , e.g., i n 
Micrones ia the Ge rmans took 
over from the Span iards u p to 
the Wor ld War I. After that, the 
League of Na t i ons (now the 
Un i t ed Nations) handed over 
M i c r o n e s i a to the J a p a n e s e 
from the G e r m a n admin i s t ra ­
t i o n . In the S o u t h P a c i f i c , 
though, not m u c h change hap­
pened i n the admin i s t ra t i on ; 

here the B r i t i s h were qui te 
dominan t , except for Samoa 
w h i c h was co lonized by the 
Un i t ed States (American Sa­
moa) and Germany (Western 
S a m o a , before New Zea land 
took over). 

The colonizers came wear­
ing many faces: missionaries, 
explorers, beachcombers, trad­
ers, etc. As soon as they set 
foot on the Pacific shores, they 
b e g a n to i n f l u e n c e the 
l i festy les, cu l tu r es a n d re l i ­
gions of the peoples. In other 
words, the indigenous peoples' 
r ights began to be violated. Our 
peoples were forced to uproot 
the idols that they worshipped, 
change their dressing fashions, 
stop canniba l i sm, change their 
eating styles, change their cu l ­
t u r e s a n d languages . New 
l i f e s t y l e s were i m p o s e d on 
them. Some of these Paci f ic 
nat ions quietly and innocently 
accepted the changes bu t a 
number refused and retaliated 
after real iz ing how m u c h they 
had lost their inher i tance. 

M i c r o n e s i a , i n my view, 
was the worst affected. Its 
colonizers have i n c luded the 
S p a n i s h , G e r m a n a n d J a p a ­
nese, and the Amer i cans since 
the end of Wor ld War 11. Be lau , 
G u a m , Amer i c an Samoa and 
Hawa i ' i are s t i l l unde r USA , 
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photo by Concepcion Garcia Ramilo If only feet scomping can stamp out colonization. 

and Hawai ' i and Be l au are st i l l 
s t ruggl ing for the i r indepen­
dence and sovereignty. 

M e a n w h i l e , T o k e l a u a n d 
N i u e a re s t i l l u n d e r New 
Zealand, and the F r ench have 
kept Tahi t i , Kanaky and Wal l i s 
& F u t u n a since the 16th cen­
tury . B r i t a i n ru l e s P i t c a i r n . 
West Papua and East T imor are 
co l on i z ed by I n d o n e s i a a n d 
Bouga inv i l l e i s u n d e r P a p u a 
New Gu inea . 

One group among the Pa­
cific Is land countr ies cou ld be 
categorized as sovereign inde­
pendent states. The first Pacific 
Is land nat ion to gain indepen­
dence was Western Samoa i n 
1962 , fo l lowed by N a u r u i n 
1968 and Fi j i i n 1970. In the 
same y ea r the K i n g d o m of 
Tonga ceased to be a B r i t i s h 
p r o t e c t o r a t e . P a p u a N e w 
Guinea gained independence i n 
1975, Tuva lu and the So lomon 
Is lands and K i r i ba t i i n 1979, 
and V a n u a t u i n 1980. ' 

O n the other h a n d , some 
countries adopted free associa­

t ion w i th their former coloniz­
ers, i n vary ing degrees of asso­
ciated-state re lat ionships. The 
m a i n common feature is that 
a sma l l state wants to combine 
max ima l independence of ac­
tion wi th the benefits of a larger 
and more powerful system. In 
many cases the favored colo­
nizers r ema in largely i n con­
trol . Thus , i n 1965, the Cook 
Is lands assoc ia ted w i th New 
Zea land , followed by Niue i n 
1974. The Federated States of 
M ic rones i a and the M a r s h a l l 
Islands became associated with 
the Un i ted States in 1986. The 
Northern Mar ianas has a Com­
monwea l th status w i th in the 
U S A (implemented in 1978 and 
formal ized i n 1986). In 1994 
Be l au was forced to accept a 
"Compact of Free Assoc iat ion, " 
aga in w i t h the U S A , after a 
decade of economic, po l i t i ca l 
and mi l i tary pressure and vio­
lence. 

Then there is the so-called 
integrat ion. There are five ter­
ritories i n the Pacific who are 

claimed to have self-integration 
by integration wi th the coloniz­
i n g p o w e r s . K a n a k y (New 
Caledonia) a n d Te Ao M a o h i 
(French Polynesia) are cal led 
" ove rseas t e r r i t o r i e s of the 
French Republ ic . " West Papua 
(Irian Jaya) and East T imor are 
referred to respectively as the 
"26th and 27th provinces of the 
I n d o n e s i a n R e p u b l i c " a n d 
Hawai ' i is the 50 th state of the 
USA. In the other cases, the 
coloniz ing powers won't let go 
because they want to protect 
their strategic or other inter­
ests.^ 

There are also what might 
be ca l led vo luntary colonies. 
After Wor ld War II, many pow­
ers began to consider that their 
territories had become a bur ­
den. B u t the colonized peoples 
w o u l d no t let t h e m go. A l ­
though Toke lau, Amer i can Sa ­
moa and P i tca i rn are on the U N 
Decolonizat ion List , the people 
fear the loss of their economic 
and phys ica l security, mobi l i ty 
and choice should they become 
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i n d e p e n d e n t . S i m i l a r l y , the 
peoples of Wal l i s and F u t u n a 
a n d R a p a n u i (Easter Island) 
have made no moves to break 
away from France and Chi le , 
respectively. 

The Nuc lear Free and In­
dependent Paci f ic Movement 
(NFIP) has expressed in the 7th 
NFIP Conference resolutions its 
concern and support for the six 
terr i tor ies and peoples i n their 
struggle for the right to self-de­
te rminat ion and pol i t ica l inde­
p e n d e n c e — K a n a k y , Te Ao 
M a o h i , W e s t P a p u a , E a s t 
Timor, Hawai'i and Bougainville. 

F rance , w h i c h has ru l ed 
Kanaky or New Caledonia since 
1853, uni la tera l ly removed the 
t e r r i t o r y f r o m the U N 
D e c o l o n i z a t i o n L i s t . S i n c e 
1947 F r a n c e has refused to 
t r a n s m i t i n f o r m a t i o n on i ts 
colonies to the U N . It evades 
the legal pr inc ip les and tools 
of in ternat iona l law by c la im­
ing that Kanaky is an integral 
par t of the F r e n c h Repub l i c 
rather t han a colony. However, 
after violent conflicts developed 
in 1984, the Kanak Movement 
was able to gain support from 
the S o u t h Pacific F o r u m gov­
e r n m e n t s a n d i n December 
1986, Kanaky was reinscr ibed 
on the U N Decolonizat ion List. 

Te Ao M a o h i or F r e n c h 
P o l y n e s i a w a s co l on i z ed 11 
years earl ier t han Kanaky , i n 
1842. It went through exactly 
the same process as Kanaky . 
The L iberat ion Movement of Te 
Ao M a o h i cont inues its diplo­
mat ic offensive to gain support 
from the S o u t h Pacific Fo rum 
governments for re inscr ipt ion 
on the U N Decolonizat ion List. 

West Papua was a D u t c h 
co l ony f rom 1848 t i l l 1969, 
when power was turned over 
to ne ighbor ing Indonesia after 
a re ferendum that turned out 
to be a farce. Instead of imple­

ment ing the one-person-one-
vote r u l e , Indones ia h a n d -
picked and int imidated 1,025 
Papuans to vote for integration. 
In November of that year, the 
United Nations General Assem­
bly (UNGA) took note of th is 
outcome and West Papua was 
r e m o v e d f r o m the U N 
Decolonizat ion List . 

Our peoples were 
forced to uproot 

the idols that they 
worshipped, change 

their dressing 
fashions, stop 

cannibalism, change 
their eating styles, 

change their 
cultures and 

languages. 
Eas t T imor was a Por tu­

guese co lony from 1509. In 
1974, the new regime in Por­
tugal started a decolonization 
process but abandoned it amid 
a c iv i l war. In 1975, the terr i­
tory was integrated wi th Indo­
nes ia a n d the fol lowing year 
was proc la imed an Indonesian 
province. A struggle cont inues 
to be waged for independence. 

Bougainvil le became part of 
the Ge rman territory of nor th­
east New Gu inea i n 1899, i n 
an agreement between Ger ­
many, the U K and USA. After 
Wor ld War I, the League of Na­
tions gave Aust ra l ia a mandate 
to govern the former Ge rman 
co lon ies i n Me l anes i a . After 
Wo r l d Wa r II, together w i th 
former G e r m a n New G u i n e a 

a n d B r i t i s h New G u i n e a , 
B o u g a i n v i l l e b e c a m e a U N 
Trust Territory. In September 
1975, Papua New Gu inea got 
i t s i n d e p e n d e n c e w i t h 
Bougainvi l le entrapped wi th in 
it—despite a uni la tera l decla­
r a t i on of independence two 
weeks before. 

For its part, Hawai ' i has ex­
per ienced c o n t i n u o u s E u r o ­
pean and Amer ican contacts 
since 1778. In 1810 a unified 
monarch ica l government of al l 
Hawai ' ian is lands was estab­
l i shed w h i c h had diplomatic 
ties w i th independent states 
a round the world. Commercial 
w h a l i n g at tracted increas ing 
numbers of foreign settlers who 
demanded rights to citizenship 
and private ownership of land. 
In 1887, Amer ican planter i n ­
terests organized a coup d'etat 
aga ins t the H a w a i ' i a n k ing , 
taking away his sovereign pow­
ers and the people's civil rights. 
In 1893, Amer ican naval forces 
invaded Hawai ' i in support of 
the overthrow of the indigenous 
and lawful government. The 
USA then extended diplomatic 
r e cogn i t i on to a prov i s i ona l 
gove rnment dec la red by 18 
consp i r a t o r s , most l y Amer i ­
c a n s . A r e p u b l i c was pro­
c la imed, w i th a new const i tu­
tion. In 1898, the USA annexed 
Hawai ' i , direct ly governing it 
from 1900 through 1959. In 
1946, as required under Chap­
ter XI, Art. 73 of the UN Char­
ter, the U S A inc luded Hawai' i 
on the U N Decolonization List. 
In 1959, a plebiscite was held 
on the future status of the ter­
r i tory . Any A m e r i c a n c i t izen 
who had resided in Hawai ' i for 
one year was eligible to vote. 
After this, Hawai ' i was removed 
from the U N Deco lon i za t ion 
List. 

The women of the Pacific 
have been an integral part of 
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the struggle for l iberat ion for a 
very long time. 

In 1827 the struggle for i n ­
dependence w a s s t a r t e d by 
A imata , hal f-s ister of Pomare 
11, who later became Q u e e n 
Pomare IV. She was to ru l e 
Tah i t i , Moorea a n d part of the 
Aus t ra l and T u a m o t u groups 
for hal f a century t i l l her death 
in 1877, a barefoot T a h i t i a n 
Queen V ic tor ia . She al l ied her­
self c losely w i t h the London 
M i s s i o n a r y S o c i e t y ( L M S ) . 
W h e n two F r e n c h C a t h o l i c 
p r i e s t s a r r i v e d o n T a h i t i i n 
1 8 3 6 , s h e e x p e l l e d t h e m 
prompt ly . Th i s affront brought 
a F r e n c h frigate to Papeete, 
demand ing $2,000 compensa­
t ion and a salute to the F r ench 
flag. A l though the condi t ions 
were met, the Queen and her 
chiefs wrote to Eng land appeal­
ing for help but none came. In 
1 8 4 2 , Q u e e n P o m a r e w a s 
forced to accept the F r e n c h 
protectorate and in 1843 she 
w a s d e p o s e d a n d f l ed to 
Raiatea. The Tahi t ians resisted 
for three years, but after Queen 
Pomare realized that no Br i t ­
i sh ass istance was forthcom­
ing, she and her people re luc­
tantly accepted the French pro­
tectorate i n 1847. As a compro­
mise the B r i t i s h extracted a 
promise from the F r ench not 
to annex the Leeward Is lands, 
and so Haahine , Raiatea and 
Borabo ra r ema ined indepen­
dent. The F r ench took over the 
Marquesas i n 1841 a n d tried 
to convert the Tah i t i ans to C a ­
t h o l i c i s m , b u t o n l y i n the 
Marquesas were they success­
ful . Queen Pomare t r i ed to 
de fend the i n t e r e s t s of h e r 
people as best she cou ld , but 
m u c h of her na t ion was dying. 
Between the 18th century and 
1926 the p o p u l a t i o n of the 
Marquesas fell from 8,000 to 
2,000. 

D u r i n g the struggle for i n ­
dependence for West P a p u a 
there was a widespread resis­
t a n c e m o v e m e n t t h a t p r o ­
c la imed the coming of a Golden 
Age when the D u t c h wou ld be 
thrown out, hera ld ing the end 
to forced labor and compulsory 
taxation. In 1938, a powerful 
m i l l e n a r i a n movement took 
root i n B i ak , c u l m i n a t i n g i n 
what the Papuans refer to as 
"our 1942 proc lamat ion of i n ­
d e p e n d e n c e . " It c e n t e r e d 
a r o u n d a w o m a n n a m e d 
A r g g a n i t a . The an t i - f o r e i gn 
thrus t of th is movement was 
also directed against med ium-
rank ing colonial officers whom 
the D u t c h b r o u g h t i n f rom 
what is now Indonesia, to work 
as police, teachers, c lerks and 
the l ike. 

Another woman who needs 
to be mentioned in the struggle 
for independence is S u s a n n a 
O u n e i - S m a l l of O u v e a i n 
Kanaky . S u s a n n a has been in 
the struggle for K a n a k inde­
p e n d e n c e for n e a r l y t h i r t y 
years now. She was imprisoned 
several times by the French but 
never gave up . She came to 
work i n Fij i i n May 1995 at the 
D e c o l o n i z a t i o n D e s k of the 
Nuclear Free and Independent 
Pac i f i c Movement . S u s a n n a 
stayed only for 18 months , but 
had to leave i n November 1996 
b e c a u s e h e r m o t h e r h a d 
passed away. "I have to go and 
work for my people and be wi th 
them in their struggle for l ib­
erat ion, " she said. 

In Bougainvi l le , the women 
have been a dr iv ing force be­
h i n d the efforts to find a so lu­
t ion to the conflict. In Augus t 
1996, more than 7,000 women 
from al l corners of Bougainvi l le 
e n d o r s e d a n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
s t r u c t u r e w h i c h e m b r a c e s 
women from the village level u p 
to the prov inc ia l level w i th the 

a im of br ing ing about recon­
c i l i a t i o n a m o n g a l l 
Bouga inv i l l ean part ies . B o t h 
sides in the conflict have ki l led, 
bea ten , r aped a n d sexua l l y 
harassed many women. Those 
who have been act ive i n at­
tempts to restore peace have 
been subjected to i l l - treatment 
and harassment by P N G a u ­
thorities. 

The long struggle for inde­
pendence i n the Pacific region 
c o n t i n u e s to be waged . A l ­
though some of the i s l and na ­
tions are independent, others 
are st i l l t ry ing to w in their free­
dom while a few are quite sat­
isfied to be colonies. For some, 
i n d e p e n d e n c e w a s g a i n e d 
smoo th l y wh i l e o thers went 
through confl icts and even vio­
l ence . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , some 
countries have not achieved in ­
dependence despite the blood 
of the Paci f ic peoples be ing 
shed. Some of our peoples are 
close to exterminat ion through 
genoc ide a n d the effects of 
nuc lear rad iat ion; many have 
been murdered i n cold blood. 

Despite a l l the conflicts and 
the many differences involved 
in the struggles for indepen­
dence, it is the sincere hope of 
the Nuclear Free and Indepen­
dent Pacific Movement that one 
day i n the not too distant fu­
ture W E WILL B E L I B E R A T E D . 

Losena Tubanavau-Salabula is Assis­
tant Director of the Demilitarisation 
Desk, PCRC/NFIP. 

' N F I P D e c o l o n i z a t i o n In f o rmat i on 
Sheet, 1997. 
' Ibid. 
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