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OVERCOME nUNGER 
by Ramesh Jaura 

B O N N , Sept. 18-Nearly one in six people worldwide go h u n ­
gry and a l l of globalization's gloss cannot d u l l this stark reality, 
says an eminent development economist. 

However, globalization by itself does not cause or aggravate 
hunger , added professor J o a c h i m von B r a u n , a former director 
of the Wor ld Bank- funded Internat ional Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) in Washington . 

In fact, global ization can help overcome hunger—i f i ndus t r i ­
al ized states provide developing countr ies access to the neces­
sary modern technology and know-how to do so. 

B u t technology and know-how transfer from the "Nor th " to 
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the " S o u t h " h a s so far been 
o n l y p a r t i a l a n d n o t at a 
su f f i c i en t leve l to overcome 
hunger , sa id von B r a u n , who 
heads the No r th -Sou th Center 
for Deve lopment Research at 
B o n n U n i v e r s i t y , at a press 
meet ing convened by the non ­
g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
D e u t s c h e W e l t h u n g e r h i l f e , 
w h i c h is the G e r m a n chapter 
of the wor ldwide Freedom from 
H u n g e r Campa i gn . 

A t t h e s a m e m e e t i n g , 
D e u t s c h e W e l t h u n g e r h i l f e 
(German Agro Action) president 
Ingeborg Shaeuble sa id "The is­
sue of r ight to own a n d t i l l the 
l a n d has ga ined importance i n 
view of the inc reas ing number 
of protests a n d act ions by the 
landless i n As i a , La t in Amer i ca 
a n d A f r i ca . " 

L a s t y e a r ' s W o r l d F o o d 
S u m m i t i n Rome emphasized 
the r ight of access to l and by 
peasan ts a n d s m a l l farmers, 
a n d the need for agr i cu l tura l 
reform i n countr ies where large 
t r a c t s of l a n d are owned by 
people who are not put t ing it 
to product ive use. 

V o n B r a u n pointed out that 
s t rengthen ing the r ights of the 
landless a n d hungry should be 
part of efforts to promote de­
mocracy and part ic ipat ion. "Po­
l i t i c a l g l oba l i za t i on " cou ld i n 
fact back s u c h efforts. 

B u t at present, the global­
i zat ion process was not enough 
to combat hunger , even though 
m a n y d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
were expected to achieve h i gh 
g rowth rates i n the next de­
cade, a rgued von B r a u n . 

Expec t ed g rowth rates of 
7.6 percent i n Eas t As i a , 5.9 
percent i n S o u t h A s i a a n d four 
percent i n Afr ica, as forecast by 

m u l t i l a t e r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s l ike 
the Wor ld B ank , wou ld st i l l not 
a l l ev ia te h u n g e r b e cause i t 
wou ld leave the deprived and 
the debil itated on the sidelines. 

V o n B r a u n ' s w a r n i n g fol­
lows a Un i t ed Nat ions Confer­
ence on Trade a n d Develop­
men t (UNCTAD) repor t tha t 
conc luded that growth i n the 
wor ld economy this year wou ld 
not make " a signif icant dent i n 
poverty i n the Sou th and u n ­
employment i n the Nor th . " 

Hunger , sa id von B r a u n , is 
a c r u c i a l c a u s e of pover ty . 
F r o m a n economic viewpoint, 
it i s t a n t a m o u n t to " a n i m ­
mense waste of resources—not 
least the loss of mi l l i ons of po­
tential ly productive people to­
day a n d the decades to come." 

In the past two decades, 
the proport ion of the hungry i n 
the developing wor ld has de­
c l ined from 36 percent to 20 
percent , t h o u g h hunge r s t i l l 
afflicts 900 m i l l i on people. The 
s ix th wor ld food survey, pub ­
l ished by the Rome-based Food 
a n d Agr i cu l ture Organ iza t ion 
(FAO) l a s t year , f o u n d tha t 
close to 255 mi l l i on people suf­
fered from hunger or were u n ­
dernour ished i n Sou th As ia . In 
sub -Saharan Africa, they n u m ­
bered 212 m i l l i on a n d i n Nor th 
Afr ica , 327 m i l l i on . Some 64 
mi l l i on people went hungry or 
suffered from undernutr i t i on i n 
La t i n Amer i ca a n d the Ca r i b ­
bean. 

A s m a n y as 190 m i l l i o n 
ch i l d r en i n the wor ld—near l y 
two-and-a-hal f t imes the total 
popula t ion of Germany—were 
undernour i shed , a total that i s 
decreasing rather slowly. " In­
suff icient nu t r i t i ona l in take , " 
or hunger i s c i ted as a cause 

i n 55 percent of ch i l d deaths. 
B u t how to tackle the prob­

lem of hunger? " E q u i p them 
wi th market-economy opportu­
nit ies," says von B r a u n . There 
s h o u l d be no d i t h e r i n g o n 
l aunch ing s t ruc tura l reforms. 
The governments shou ld pur­
sue a solid budgetary and mon­
etary policy. Agriculture should 
have priority. 

New genetic t echno log i es ' 
shou ld be deployed to improve 
the qua l i ty of farm produce, 
make crops resistant to pesti­
c ides a n d ra i se p r oduc t i on . 
Thereby, the interests of smal l 
f a r m e r s i n the d e v e l o p i n g 
count r i es s h o u l d be par t i cu­
lar ly kept i n m i n d . 

V o n B r a u n also pleads for 
increasing spending on agricul­
tu ra l research expenditure in 
the developing countr ies from 
0.5 percent of the total value 
of their farm product ion to 2 
percent. 

Yet another important step 
towards al leviating hunger, ac­
cord ing to von B r a u n , are the 
so-called food-for-work projects. 
Nearly 20 b i l l i on dol lars would 
be required to provide produc­
tive employment to one-tenth 
of the poor i n the low-income 
countr ies . 

Source : InterPress Service, 18 Septem­
ber 1997 
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