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LEONOR BRIONES: 

Parallel Trends of Globalization 

The impact of globalisation on peasant women is worse. 

G lobal izat ion is a reality. It 
is felt a lmost worldwide. It 
has affected a l l aspects of 
co l lec t ive a n d i n d i v i d u a l 
existence in most countries 
of the wor ld , says Leonor 
B r i o n e s , c h a i r of the 

Bangkok-based regional non-government orga­
nizat ion (NGO) Focus on the Globa l South and 
the As i a coordinator of Socia l Watch , a global 
network of NGOs moni tor ing the implementa­
t ion of government commitments to the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP) Summits 
on social development and women. 

Briones, who is a publ ic administrat ion pro­
fessor at the Univers i ty of the Phi l ippines, sees 
global ization not only as an economic phenom­
enon but as a social and pol i t ical one as well. 
"Pro-democracy movements and h u m a n rights 
campaigns have [also] become global concerns. 
The cause of the environment as part of our 
'common future ' is recognized i n al l countries. 
Problems of social development—poverty, u n ­
employment, social dis integrat ion and gender 
issues—are also the subject of wor ld wide cam­
paigns," Br iones says. 

She views the work of the U N D P and other 
Uni ted Nations organizations as hav ing contrib­
uted m u c h to the globalization of the above con­
cerns. The series of global U N summi t s on so­
cia l development, women, populat ion and hous­
ing have focused global at tent ion to these. At 
the same time, NGO alternative meetings wh ich 
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para l l e l the a n n u a l Wo r l d B a n k , Internat ional 
Monetary F u n d a n d A s i a n Development B a n k 
Meet ings are now "regular events" w h i c h br ing 
i ssues left out i n meet ings of governments a n d 
in te rnat iona l i ns t i tu t i ons to the fore. The As ia -
Pacific Economic Cooperat ion (APEC) S u m m i t 
held i n the Ph i l ipp ines i n late 1996 was matched 
by para l le l s u m m i t s by different organizat ions. 
The A P E C s u m m i t i n Vancouver , C a n a d a also 
had alternat ive N G O summi t s . B u t whi le glo­
ba l i za t ion is "benef ic ia l " i n the worldwide devel­
opment of soc ia l movements , th is wo m an activ­
ist says the " da rk side of its force" shou ld not 
be underes t imated . 

In a paper she read at the F irs t International 
Women 's Conference on A P E C held i n M a n i l a 
i n November 1996, Br iones sa id that the i nd i ­
v i dua l ac t ion p lans of the A P E C countr ies are 
gender-b l ind. Whi le commi tments on tariffs, 
investment, inte l lectual property r ights, deregu­
la t ion a n d mobi l i ty of bus iness people are sup ­
posed to be neut ra l , because women do not en­
joy equal i ty i n A P E C countr ies i n vary ing de­
grees, their capacity to cope w i th the wide-rang­
ing changes that A P E C w i l l b r i ng about w i l l be 
l i m i t e d , B r i o n e s s a i d . In the P h i l i p p i n e s , 
women 's share of earned income is only 21per-
cent i n re lat ion to men's 79 percent. In terms 
of o c cupa t i on , women account for only 27.7 
percent of admin is t ra t i ve and manager ia l pos i ­
t ions. One c a n immediate ly see that women i n 
the Ph i l i pp ines do not a n d cannot have m u c h 
par t i c ipa t ion i n the formulat ion, adopt ion and 
imp lementa t i on of the act ion p lans. 

In the same 1996 conference, Br iones added 
several pro-women ca l ls to those already being 
demanded by women 's groups: ful l imp lemen­
tat ion of commi tments made by A P E C countr ies 
at the U N S u m m i t s on Soc i a l Deve lopment , 
Women and other global summi ts , commitments 
w h i c h inc lude gender-speci f ic measures that 
governments are d u t y - b o u n d to implement ; i n ­
crease government budgets for socia l services 
that shou ld target the lowest income groups 
a n d priorit ize women ; impose penalt ies for gen­
der d i s c r im ina t i on at the workplace a n d ins t i ­
tute safeguards for the r ights of the ch i l d . 

For th is i ssue on g lobal izat ion. Women in 
Action spoke w i th Leonor Br iones . Excerpts : 

Q: How do you define globalization? What do 
you think is its impact on women? 
A: Cons ide r ing that 75 percent of poverty is i n 
As i a , even as many of the so-called tiger econo­
mies are also i n As i a , A s i a reflects what is going 
on globally i n contrasts . A s i a is the home of 
fast growing economies, supposedly the noveau 
riche economies, but poverty is also most i n ­
tensely concentrated i n the region since more 
t h a n 70 percent of the poor are i n As ia . A s i a 
reflects both the global r i c h w h i c h is a sma l l 
percentage, and the global poor wh i ch is the 
bigger percentage. Now if you look at globaliza­
t ion i n the immediate te rm as a factor exacer­
bat ing poverty, then you c a n say that many 
A s i a n women are affected by global izat ion. 

What is globalization? Global i zat ion is the 
integrat ion of the wor ld economy. Under glo­
bal i zat ion, the economies of many different de­
veloping countr ies are opened up to the more 
advanced or industr ia l i zed countr ies . P r ima ­
ri ly , trade and f inance are being opened u p a n d 
there is goods freely flowing between countr i es 
that are also be ing integrated. So i n the short 
r u n , poor countr ies become really pathet ic be­
cause they cannot compete w i th the "b ig " c o u n ­
tries that are organized into one. 

Now whi le g lobal izat ion is economic , the 
impact is not only economic but also pol i t ica l , 
socia l and cu l tu ra l . So the impact of global iza­
t ion is really big especially on As ian women since 
poverty is concentrated on women. 

Q: Which particular aspects of Asian women's 
life are affected? 
A: Unemployment . In the Phi l ipp ines , F i l i p i ­
nos prefer imported goods so many manufac­
tu r ing corporat ions are now losing. There 's a 
s lowdown i n manufac tur ing , and m any women 
are employed i n manufac tur ing . There 's also a 
s lowdown in agr icul ture, and even more women 
are employed i n agr icul ture. So the impact on 
them is worse. 

Q: Would the impact be different on women 
of the North? 
A: The impact on the women of the North de­
pends on w h i c h side they are at. There is also a 
no r th a n d south i n Northern countr ies . There 
are also very ser ious pockets of poverty even i n 

40 Women in Action No. 3,1997 



democratic institutions, says Leonor Briones 

the Un i t ed States. The r i ch i n the Nor th are 
usua l l y i n the minor i ty . A l though they have a 
s l ight ly bigger midd le c lass , their very wealthy 
are also i n the minor i ty . 

If a Nor thern w o m a n is a banker or a pres i ­
dent of the univers i ty or a member of a policy 
t h i n k - t a n k or i n the academe, then global iza­
t i on w i l l b r i ng her pleasure. B u t i f a Nor thern 
w o m a n is among the poor of the Nor th , then 
g loba l i za t ion w i l l have a bad impact . O n the 
other hand , if you're a woman l iv ing i n the south, 
bu t y o u belong to the r i ch of that par t i cu la r 
s ou the rn country then you are i n a posi t ion to 
benefit f rom global izat ion. It real ly depends on 
where y o u are. 

What I'm saying is that poverty does not only 
exist i n the S o u t h or that weal th is only i n the 
Nor th . E v e n i n the so-cal led sou th l ike As i a , 
y o u also have no r th and south . 

B u t the prob lem is most women are poor. 
The ques t ion is how many women are suffer­
ing? How ma ny women are hav ing a better life? 

Q: Do you believe there is a globalization and 
feminization of poverty? 
A: Yes, there is g lobal izat ion a n d feminizat ion 
of poverty. Poverty is at a global scale, that 's 
why I sa id when you talk of a global North, you're 
also t a l k ing of a global south . 

Q: Can women benefit from globalization? 
A: R ight now not very m any women are benefit­
i n g f rom global izat ion. B u t it is possible for 

women to benefit from global izat ion if they be­
long to the nor th of their par t i cu la r society. I'm 
very sure bank ing or export executives are ben­
efiting from global izat ion. .But ord inary women 
right now are not because of the s lowdown in 
manu fac tu r ing and i n agr icul ture . Ord inary 
women c a n benefit i n the long-term but they 
have to work together w i th men. Women can­
not always do th ings by themselves. They are 
not apart from society. 

I have two views of globalization. Global i za­
t ion is not only g lobal izat ion of bus iness and 
the economy; there is a paral le l t rend. Th is is 
the g lobal izat ion of the democrat ic inst i tut ions, 
social development a n d h u m a n rights and the 
women's movement. We c a n benefit from this 
if women make th is the more dominant form of 
global izat ion. Women c a n make th is other form 
of globalization dominant vis-a-vis economic glo­
bal izat ion. 

Many N G O s i n the Nor th a n d i n the South 
are now ta lk ing to each other a n d he lp ing each 
other out. For example, many are now helping 
set u p financing schemes. In alternative trade, 
it is the same. B u t right now these are not veiy 
signif icant but these c a n be m u c h more impor­
tant. That shou ld depend on us . 

Q: What should women's groups focus on right 
now? 
A: Alternat ive trade, l ive l ihood, alternative cu l ­
tures , lifestyle, involvement i n educat ion, shar­
ing of in format ion, etc. There is now so m u c h 
improvement i n information technology, you can 
easily obta in in format ion about something very 
fast. 

Isis is itself a g lobal is ing NGO. You reach 
women a l l over the wor ld and know what 's hap­
pening a l l over. You can take advantage of these 
global events. As long as this is your perspec­
tive on global isat ion, then there are many op­
portuni t ies for women to benefit from..? 
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