
M a king a L o t O ut of a L i t t l e 
by Nancy Pearson Arceiiana 

G l oba l i za t i on , l ike the 
term "economics," c an 
be very i n t im ida t ing . 
We shy away from ex

a m i n i n g the imp l i ca t i ons on our 
lives because the scope feels so 
vast. In order to get a hand le on 
what g lobal izat ion might mean for 
women, Isis In te rnat i ona l -Man i la , 
a long w i th the People's Centered 
D e v e l o p m e n t F o r u m , V i a 
Campes ina and the Women 's Food 
and Agr i cu l ture W o r k i n g G r o u p , 
co -sponsored a n d organized the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R u r a l W o m e n ' s 
W o r k s h o p in Rome pr io r to the 
Wor ld Food S u m m i t in November 
1996. W o m e n farmers a n d pro
ducers from 29 count r i es a r o u n d 
the wor ld d i s cuss ed g lobal izat ion 
in re lat ion to food secur i ty , trade 
l ibera l i zat ion, env i r onmenta l deg
r a d a t i o n a n d t h e e f f ec t s o n 
women, their families a n d c o m m u 
nit ies. 

G loba l i za t i on—whethe r pos i 
tive or negat ive—was a B IG topic 
of d i s c u s s i o n . A s the w o m e n 
shared their experiences, they d is 
covered c o m m o n i ssues a n d con
cerns, m a n y of w h i c h were rooted 
in s imi la r government a n d trade 
pol ic ies a r o u n d the wor ld . One of 

the most su rp r i s ing revelations for 
the women from developing and 
t r a n s i t i o n a l - e c o n o m y coun t r i e s 
was the fact that women in North 
Amer i ca and Europe shared many 
of the same prob lems and con
cerns . One commonly held view 
is that no matter how m u c h lead
ers of nat ions talk about a "level 
p lay ing field," the field is not level 
a n d women are ALWAYS left out 
of the game. 

F r o m the d i s c u s s i o n s , the 
women conc luded that global iza
t ion has inevitably benefited the 
already wealthy in their respective 
countr ies and intensif ied the pov
erty of borderl ine and already poor 
people , e spec ia l l y those i n the 
countrys ide . Even the IMF and 
W o r l d B a n k are s o u n d i n g the 
a l a rms regarding the growing gap 
between the r i ch a n d poor. The 
ever e lusive midd le c lass is en
t ranced by the inf lux and variety 
of goods available for purchase but 
becoming increasingly indebted in 
the process of j o in ing the global 
c onsumer marketp lace . 

Two women f a r m e r s — S h a n 
n o n Storey a n d Den ise O ' B r i e n 
who provided backg round papers 
for the I n t e r n a t i o n a l R u r a l 

Women's Wo rkshop on the ir re
spective count r i es ; C a n a d a a n d 
the Un i t ed States—offer a good 
look at the r ipple effects of trade 
po l i c i es w i t h i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
There are many d ispar i t ies among 
the c o u n t r i e s l u m p e d together 
unde r "Nor th Amer i ca " w h i c h i n 
c ludes Mexico , C a n a d a a n d the 
Uni ted S ta tes—but 14 key issues 
were raised that cross all three bor
ders, espec ia l ly re lated to r u r a l 
women: 

• There are fewer farms and land 
ho ld ings are more concentrated. 
• Women lack recognit ion as pro
ducers and farmers. 
• P e o p l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y y o u n g 
people, are out-migrat ing to u r b a n 
areas. 
• R u r a l poverty is h igh in a l l three 
count r i es , in some cases higher 
than in inner cities. 
• Mexico is h ighly dependent on 
i m p o r t e d food . In the U n i t e d 
States , the a m o u n t of food i m 
ported from states s u c h as Ca l i 
fornia a n d F lo r ida as well as from 
ab road has esca la ted cons ide r 
ably. 
• Hunge r is epidemic. 
• W o m e n ' s a c c e s s to l a n d i n 
C a n a d a and the Uni ted States is 
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A homeless woman stops a moment in Central Park, New York. 

very l imi ted ; i n Mexico, access is 
a lmost nonex is tent . 
• Women ' s un r emune ra t ed work 
(unwaged work) is not recognized 
in na t i ona l economic statist ics nor 
is it respected by the society as a 
whole. 
• The b u r d e n of housework a nd 
ca r ing for ch i l d r en a n d the elderly 
a re s e l d o m , i f ever, s h a r e d by 
spouses . 
• W o m e n a n d ch i l d r en are v ic t ims 
of emot i ona l as well as phys i ca l 
abuse , b r ough t on by economic 
stress . 
• Eco log i ca l degradat ion is preva
lent i n a l l three countr ies as a re
su l t of the emphas i s on m a x i m u m 
p roduc t i on—the increased use of 
chemica ls i n farming is putt ing the 
l a n d , a i r a n d water at r isk . 
• S t r u c t u r a l ad justment programs 
(SAPs) or economic r es t ruc tur ing 
have h a d de t r imen ta l effects on 
women a n d ch i l d r en . 

• L ibera l i zat ion of trade has been 
p u s h i n g women to raise crops for 
export instead of for local or re
gional c onsumpt i on . 
• O n a positive note, i n a l l three 
countr ies , women are band ing to
gether to he lp f ind so lu t i ons to 
prob lems they face a n d networks 
are emerging to address economic, 
soc ia l a n d pol i t ica l realit ies. 

E a c h of the 14 issues l isted 
above deserves more ex tens ive 
s tudy . It's impor tant to note that 
m a n y of them relate to the soc ia l 
costs of g lobal izat ion policies es
pecial ly on women a n d ch i ld ren . 
There has been surpr i s ing l y little 
said about the connect ion between 
the " f a r m c r i s i s " i n the U n i t e d 
S ta tes a n d C a n a d a i n the late 
1980s a n d early 1990s a n d the i n 
t roduct ion of global izat ion policies 
related to agr icu l ture . 

S h a n n o n Storey, from the Na
t iona l Fa rmers U n i o n of C a n a d a 

(NFU-Canada) states that this 
c r i s i s "was in fact largely a re
su l t of g lobal izat ion trends i n 
fluenced more by corporate and 
n e o l i b e r a l p o l i t i c a l a g e n d a s 
than by the ac tua l needs of the 
world 's peoples and the econo
mies w i th in w h i c h they l ive." ' 
In addi t ion, she notes that h igh 
in te res t rates i n the " b o o m " 
t imes of the 1970s and early 
1980s were followed not only by 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s , 
namely drought across the C a 
n a d i a n p l a i n s , bu t a l so the 
t r a d e w a r s w h i c h w r e a k e d 
havoc on f a rm fami l i es a n d 
their communi t i es . 

In the U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
Denise O 'Br i en of the National 
Fami l y F a r m Coal i t ion (NFFC) 
c i ted the d i s a s t r o u s " t r i ck l e -
down economics" of the Reagan 
era w h i c h gave tax cuts to the 
weal thy a n d deregulated gov
ernment protect ions in order to 
st imulate the economy. These 
policies resulted in h igh inter-

— est rates on the huge debts i n 
cu r r ed by farmers who had ex
panded their l and holdings and i n 
vested in equ ipment in the 1970s 
and early 1980s.^ In addi t ion, the 
f i n a n c i a l f r auds , b a n k mergers 
and b a n k mismanagement (i.e., 
the Sav ings & Loan B a n k fiasco) 
also contr ibuted to the devastation 
of farm famil ies and communi t i es 
in the Uni ted States. 

Accord ing to Storey, " s imul ta 
n e o u s l y , m a n y of the l a r g e 
agr ibus inesses , food processors, 
b a n k s and other na t i ona l and i n 
ternat iona l corporate entit ies that 
had created the 'boom' cont inued 
to post substant ia l profits...[while) 
many of the family farms w h i c h 
survived the so-cal led cr is is d id so 
because of the women's cont r ibu
tion of farm labor a n d off-farm i n 
come." 

O 'Br i en conf i rms that this is 
a l so t rue i n the U n i t e d States 
"where more t h a n 40 percent of 
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"Will Work for Food" 
by Nancy Pearson Arcellana 

Perhaps I 'm a g loba l i za t ion by -produc t—I 'm a n A m e r i c a n who 's 
been l i v ing i n the Ph i l i pp ines for s ix a n d a ha l f years . F i l i p inos are 
often su rp r i s ed to hear how long I've been l iv ing i n the ir count ry a n d 
a lways tell me about the i r relat ives l i v ing i n mine . B u t as cap i ta l f inds 
easy access a n d nonex is tent borders to nat ions , workers face str icter 
ru les , regu lat ions a n d greater bar r i e rs to f ind ing l i f e -susta in ing em
ployment. 

I recent ly h a d the oppor tun i t y to r e turn to my count ry of b i r t h — 
reconnect ing w i th family, fr iends a n d ca t ch ing u p on cur ren t events 
an d soc ia l topics . I was thr i l l ed to eat home-grown tomatoes, sweet 
co rn a n d raspber r i e s so ld at the loca l farmers ' market . B u t 1 was 
shocked a n d saddened to hear accounts a n d read newspaper art ic les 
of hate, fear a n d regressive soc ia l pol ic ies toward workers , the poor 
a n d recent immig ran t s to the Un i t ed States. 

Whi l e 1 was in the U.S . , the Un i t ed Parce l Service (UPS) workers 
went on str ike . U P S has a un i que h is tory a n d has general ly treated its 
workers very wel l , w i th the help of a s t rong u n i o n . Init ial ly, it was com
mit ted to h i r i ng only part - t ime workers who cou ld prove they were ac
tive s tudents a n d in need of part - t ime j obs to further their studies. 
Over the years, however, th is pol icy " l apsed " a n d the compos i t ion of 
employees changed from a majority of ful l-t ime regular employes to a 
majority of part - t ime workers . Today, 60 percent of U P S workers are 
part-t ime employes. Apparent l y , the u n i o n felt the time was "now or 
never" to confront management a n d make demands not only to retain 
but expand ful l - t ime j obs a n d regain benefits for both ful l-t ime and 
part-t ime workers . A s the u n i o n flexed its musc l e , Pres ident C l in t on 
was getting a lot of p ressure f rom the bus iness sector to intervene in 
the matter. As the str ike con t inued , even the s t r i k ing workers were 
getting nervous , u n i o n benefits be ing far from adequate for their fami
lies. My sister 's ne i ghbor—her h u s b a n d a U P S employee—found a n 
other part - t ime job , i n add i t i on to the one he had , in order to help the 
family make ends meet. In the end, U P S workers d id at ta in most of 
their d emands . A s the bus iness sector uses the excuse of "g lobal com
pet i t ion" to cu t ful l - t ime jobs , reduce wages and e l iminate benefits of 
their workers , the struggle for work that pays l iv ing wages even in the 
Uni ted States is far from over. 

F r i ends a n d newspapers were b r i m m i n g w i th stories of people u n 
able to f ind ful l - t ime employment anymore . I was surpr i s ed to realize 
that the phenomenon of par t - t ime, subcon t rac t i ng a n d casua l i za t i on 
of labor is not conf ined to deve lop ing count r i e s—i t ' s another by-prod
uct of g lobal i zat ion. The na t i ona l a n d state governments, u n d e r the 
guise of wel fare re fo rm, are a l so p r i v a t i z i n g serv ices to the poor. 
C h u r c h e s , however, are overwhelmed w i th the n u m b e r of people need
ing services f rom "mea ls on whee ls " (a p rog ram that feeds elderly peo
ple confined to their homes) to soup k i t chens a n d shelters for the home
less. 

Too often I saw a " s i g n " of the t imes—"WILL W O R K F O R F O O D " — 
he ld by people s t and ing or s i t t ing on corners of busy intersect ions. 
T h i s by -product of g lobal izat ion i n wha t is regarded as the wealthiest 
count ry i n the wor ld s h o u l d make u s a l l beware! 

f a r m ope ra to r h o u s e h o l d s lose 
money on the ir f a rm o n a c a s h 
bas is i n a typ ica l year, bu t earn 
adequa te i ncome f rom of f - farm 
employment (most l ikely earned by 
the w o m a n of the household) to 
offset the losses." 

Bo th Storey and O 'Br ien c l a im 
that the ongo ing problems of farm 
debt a n d r u r a l poverty have h a d 
a l a r m i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s for r u r a l 
communi t i e s especial ly for women 
and ch i l d r en : heightened rates of 
domest ic v io lence (phys ica l a n d 
emot ional abuse) ; increased rates 
of acc identa l deaths met by over
worked family members ; a n d i n 
creased n u m b e r of su ic ides (this 
was e spec i a l l y t rue d u r i n g the 
" farm cr i s i s " bu t appears to have 
c on t inued ) w h i c h leave m o s t l y 
women widows to s u p p o r t the i r 
families and farms. 

Storey makes a s t rong case re
gard ing the de t r imenta l effects of 
the ex is t ing trade agreements on 
C a n a d i a n p roduce r s bu t on the 
society as a whole; "Despi te deni 
als by prov inc ia l a n d na t i ona l gov
ernments , m a n y soc ia l ly progres
sive ana lys ts believe that the ac
quiescence of those governments 
to the g l oba l t rade a g e n d a ex
pressed i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l agree
ments s u c h as the C a n a d i a n - U . S . 
Trade Agreement (CUSTA), Nor th 
Amer i can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) a n d the Wor ld Trade Or 
ganizat ion (WTO) have resu l ted in 
current reduct ion in pub l i c access 
to ag r i cu l tu re - r e l a t ed pr ice a n d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s u p p o r t s , r u r a l 
heal th and educat ion services and 
o ther key a s p e c t s of C a n a d a ' s 
long-establ ished social safety nets. 
At the same t ime, as suppor t s are 
be ing reduced , both levels of gov
e rnment [provincia l and national ] 
are prov id ing no means of protec
t ion from r i s ing costs for i npu t s 
a n d services." She goes on to note 
tha t "women in p a r t i c u l a r have 
suffered f rom cu t s i n the areas of 
h e a l t h a n d e d u c a t i o n . |Com-

32 Women in Action No. 3,1997 



p o u n d i n g the problem] i n m a n y 
c a s e s , t h e w o r k e r s c u t f r o m 
schoo ls a n d hea l th care facil it ies 
are f a rm women whose incomes 
were necessary to the c o n t i n u a 
t ion of the farm. C l o sure of hosp i 
ta ls a n d n u r s i n g homes have i n 
creased women ' s family work as 
respons ib i l i t y for elder a n d other 
care t ends to go to the fami ly 's 
y o u n g a n d midd le -aged women. " 

The g loba l i zat ion by-products 
attested to so far do not enhance 
the life a n d wel l -be ing of either i n 
d i v i dua l s or societ ies w i th women 
a n d c h i l d r e n most adversely ef
fected. If the trade agreements 
a m o n g developed countr ies s u c h 
as C a n a d a a n d the Un i t ed States 
have resu l ted in s u c h d i s tu rb ing 
" b y - p r o d u c t s , " the i m p l i c a t i o n s 
are definitely b leak for women and 
c h i l d r e n i n deve lop ing countr ies 
w i th fewer m e c h a n i s m s of support 
a n d soc ia l safety nets. 

E v e n t h o u g h women are ex
c l u d e d f r om the of f ic ial p l ay ing 
field, they are not s i t t ing on the 
s ide l ines w a i t i n g to p lay in th is 
game. W o m e n don't have the time, 
the l u x u r y n o r the inc l ina t i on to 
wai t for a n inv i ta t i on they know 
won ' t be f o r thcoming . Instead, 
they are o r gan i z i n g a n d vo i c ing 
t h e i r c o m m o n c o n c e r n s , needs 
a n d d e m a n d s th r ough var ious or
gan i za t i ons a n d coal i t ions. 

O ' B r i e n cites W o m e n Involved 
i n F a r m E c o n o m i c s (WIFE) w h i c h 
"meets the needs of women want
i n g to be involved in po l i cy -mak
ing " i n the Un i t ed States. Storey 
prov ides a good example from the 
g r a s s r o o t s c o m m u n i t y l e v e l : 
" g radua l l y , women are a cqu i r ing 
more s ea t s o n r u r a l m u n i c i p a l 
counc i l s . . .women 's representat ion 
o n r u r a l schoo l boards a n d schoo l 
c o u n c i l s is m u c h bet ter es tab 
l i shed , a n d women are ac tua l l y i n 
the majority o n m a n y boards deal
i n g w i th hea l th- re la ted i s sues . " In 
add i t i on , she notes that there are 
a n u m b e r of na t i ona l a n d reg ional 

o r gan i za t i ons w h i c h a t t empt to 
address a variety of i ssues for farm 
a n d r u r a l women in C a n a d a ; the 
C a n a d i a n F a r m Women 's Network 
(CFWN); the Federated Women ' s 
Inst i tutes of C a n a d a (FWIC), rep
resent ing fa rm a n d r u r a l women's 
needs for 70 years ; a n d the Na
t i ona l F a r m e r s U n i o n (NFU), " a 
fami ly f a rm o r gan i za t i on w h i c h 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y g u a r a n t e e s 
women members their own voice 
a n d place." 

Nettie Wiebe, pres ident of the 
N a t i o n a l F a r m e r s U n i o n of 
C a n a d a , is he lp ing women wor ld 
wide to have their own voice a n d 
place. She is a s t r ong advocate 
a n d member of V i a C a m p e s i n a — 
a n au tonomous , farmer- led, p l u 
ra l is t g lobal movement i n c l u d i n g 
p e a s a n t s , s m a l l a n d m e d i u m -
sized farmers, farm workers a n d 
ind igenous communi t i es . The p r i 
mary goal of V i a C a m p e s i n a is to 
develop sol idarity and un i t y w i th in 
the diversity of r u r a l organizat ions 
in order to promote economic re
l a t i onsh ips that are equa l a n d so
c ia l ly jus t , effective a n d genuine 
ag ra r i an reform, food sovereignty, 
a n d sus ta inab le a n d equitable ag
r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n b a s e d o n 
s m a l l a n d med ium-s i z ed p roduc 
ers. At present, Wiebe is the only 
f e m a l e m e m b e r of t h e V i a 
C a m p e s i n a Coord inat ing Commit 
tee. She is also the coord inator of 
the V i a C a m p e s i n a W o m e n ' s 
W o r k i n g G r o u p . 

D u r i n g the Internat ional R u 
ra l Women 's W o r k s h o p in Rome, 
she shared her thoughts about V i a 
C a m p e s i n a a n d the role of the 
Women ' s W o r k i n g G r o u p in the 
movement: "You a l l know in your 
own countr ies , a n d those of y ou 
who work in mixed organizat ions , 
that peasant a n d farm organiza
t ions are most ly led by men . Tha t 
is, I t h ink , the case everywhere. 
B u t we women are there a n d we 
have a very important contr ibut ion 
a n d par t i n th i s d i s c u s s i o n . W h a t 

we need to do is insert ourselves 
there a n d take ou r r ight ful place 
a r o u n d that table. I t h i n k in V i a 
C a m p e s i n a there is a n open space 
for us . Wha t we need to do is oc
cupy that space and enlarge it. We 
women need to collectively create 
that space in the movement and 
to suppor t each other." 

For women, it is a big cha l 
lenge to maximize the positive and 
minimize the negative by-products 
of g lobal izat ion. The needs raised 
by Storey for "better access to r u 
r a l c h i l d c a r e s e r v i c e s , f a r m 
women's t r a in ing a n d educat ion 
needs, legal r ights issues, the con
stant chal lenge of family violence, 
a n d the development of sol idarity 
w i t h f a rm a n d r u r a l women in 
other par ts of the wor ld " were af
f irmed by women from every re
gion of the wor ld . 

It is impor tant to remember 
that where there are women, there 
is st i l l hope. As Wiebe pointed out 
to t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R u r a l 
Women 's Wo rkshop par t ic ipants , 
"women are beg inning to take their 
p l a c e s a n d m a k e t h e i r v o i c e s 
heard. Th i s is not something that's 
happen ing 'out there ' in a n elite 
way, but is being propelled forward 
by us . We are part of something 
that 's mov ing forward...As women, 
we k n o w how to make a lot out of 
a l itt le." 7 

Nancy Pearson Arcellana, M.S.W. is an 
American who has lived and worked in 
the Philippines for the past six years— 
five years under the Mennonite Central 
Committee working with streetchildren 
and the National Council of Churches 
in the Philippines—and in the past 
months, as the Research Manager for 
Isis International-Manila. 
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