
NG the U RICE 
by Leti Boniol " 

hie la has been teach ing for seven 
years at the oldest private college 
in a province south of Man i la . Th is 
year, she has to start her mastera l 
s tudies , as the college where she 
teaches is be ing evaluated to meet 
m i n i m u m s t a n d a r d s for qua l i t y 
educa t i on , a process ca l l ed ac­
credi tat ion. She was told that col­
lege teachers shou ld have at least 
a master ' s degree, or be k i cked 
out. 

Some of her co-teachers have 
been asked to take a leave, only 
to be replaced by part-t ime pub l i c 
h igh school teachers with master's 
degrees. "It does not matter if they 
k n o w how to teach in college, as 
long as they have the degree," she 
gripes. 

W i t h no f inanc ia l subs idy for 
her advanced studies , Sh ie la has 
to she l l out P300 (US$10) per un i t 
at the State Univers i ty an d at least 
P2 ,000 (US$67) a month for trans­
po r ta t i on a n d s choo l expenses . 
She has to travel four to five hours 
to Quezon C i ty on Sa turdays to 
at tend c lasses . 

Her at tent ion is now div ided 
a m o n g her teaching, her studies 
and her family, a triple burden she 
has to carry for the next two to 
three years if she wants to stay in 
the teach ing profession. 

"I 'm a v i c t im of g lobal izat ion," 
Sh ie la says, car ry ing school books 
a n d a b a c k p a c k l ike a college s t u ­
dent. Her schoo l has to compete 
i n the era of g lobal izat ion, bu t th is 
is happen ing everywhere, she as­
sures . 

Not only she is affected, bu t 
the s tudents as wel l . The college 

c u r r i c u l u m is be ing revised these 
days to inc lude more courses i n 
basic E n g l i s h grammar, wor ld an d 
A s i a n l i teratures, n a t u r a l science 
and in format ion technology. T h i s 
is another bu rden on the s tudents 
a n d the i r pa ren ts , who have to 
spend t h o u s a n d s of pesos a year 
for their ch i ld ren ' s educat i on . 

Indeed, droves of s tudents i n 
M a n i l a a n d other Ph i l i pp ine cit ies 
have been restive th is year as t u i ­
t ion fees, dormitory fees a n d other 
school expenses are be ing h i k e d 
by twice their cur ren t rates. W i t h 
the pr ices of o i l a n d bas ic com­
modit ies r i s ing due to the peso de­
va luat ion , more s tudents may be 
deprived of access to educa t i on , 
the F i l i p i n o s ' passpor t to better 
jobs an d progress. 

POLE-VAULTING 
G loba l competi t iveness is the 

Ramos government 's ca l l on F i l i ­
p inos i n its b id to qu i ck l y a t ta in 
"t iger" s ta tus l ike i ts ne i ghbors 
Singapore, Korea an d Ta iwan. The 
government 's g r a n d v i s i o n c o n ­
tained in its M e d i u m - T e r m Ph i l ­
ippine Deve lopment P l an (1994-
98) o r P h i l i p p i n e s 2 0 0 0 h a s 
earned so m u c h flak. 

D u r i n g the Asia-Pac i f ic Eco­
nomic Cooperat ion (APEC) summi t 
of leaders i n M a n i l a last year the 
Ramos government promised to 
liberalize ahead of member econo­
mies by the year 2 0 0 5 an d to do 
so, change more laws to conform 
to the new g loba l free m a r k e t 
economy. 

W i t h the med ium- t e rm p l an 
end ing by 1998, President Ramos ' 
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economic p l anne r s are 
dra f t ing a seque l p l a n 
for 1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 4 a n d a 
l ong - t e rm p l a n (1999-
2 0 2 5 ) i n w h i c h t h e y 
hope to s u r p a s s o ther 
A s i a n c o u n t r i e s ' eco­
nomic per formance by 
year 2 0 0 6 . T h i s ear ly , 
M r . R a m o s t a l k s o f 
" p o l e - v a u l l i n g to the 
21st century . " He envi­
s i o n s the P h i l i p p i n e s 
b e c o m m g the " k n o w l ­
edge center in the As i a -
Paci f ic," the "food bas­
ket for east A s i a , " the 
"energy exporter in east 
A s i a , " t h e " m e d i c a l 
center i n east As ia , " the 
" s h o p p i n g pa rad i s e in 
east As ia , " the " f inanc ia l 
center i n east A s i a " 
a n d the etceteras of As i a . 

In the same breath , the pres i ­
dent says h i s government is pur ­
s u i n g a " responsib le deficit-reduc­
t ion a n d revenue-rais ing program" 
w h i c h only means t r imming down 
g o v e r n m e n t p e r s o n n e l a n d ex­
penses, se l l ing government-owned 
a n d -contro l led corporat ions, a nd 
a s k i n g the people to shou lder the 
costs of soc ia l services. Hea l th 
a n d educa t i on spend ing are thus 
j u s t e n o u g h to m a k e F i l i p i n o s 
technica l ly a n d physica l ly capable 
of p r o d u c i n g goods a n d services 
that w i l l e a rn do l lars a n d pay for­
eign debts . 

A m o n g those targetted for re­
f o r m s i s the e d u c a t i o n sector , 
w h i c h s h o u l d be i m p r o v e d i n 
te rms of qua l i ty a n d responsive­
ness to the d e m a n d s of global iza­
t i on . The Ph i l i pp ines was rated as 
h a v i n g the s e cond h ighes t i l l i t ­
eracy rate i n Southeas t A s i a w i th 
4.6 m i l l i on F i l i p inos aged 15 a n d 
above u n a b l e to read a n d write. 
Of 100 c h i l d r e n enro l led i n Grade 
1, on l y 56 m a k e i t to G r a d e 6, 
while 23 wi l l f in ish h i gh school a n d 
14 w i l l e a rn a college degree. 

W i th a budget a l locat ion th is 
year of P72.6 b i l l i on w h i c h is P15 
b i l l i o n h i g h e r t h a n l as t y ea r ' s 
P57.4 b i l l i on , the Depar tment of 
E d u c a t i o n , C u l t u r e a n d Spo r t s 
(DECS) is expected to pr ior i t i ze 
" qua l i t y " bas i c e d u c a t i o n . B u t 
wi th most of the funds going to 
salaries or personnel services, only 
P6 b i l l i on goes to "upg rad ing sc i ­
ence laborator ies a n d upg rad ing 
teacher sk i l l s . " 

A lso set aside th is year is PS 
b i l l i on for schoo l bu i ld ings . Over 
12,000 of 4 3 , 0 0 0 Ph i l i pp ine v i l ­
lages have no elementary schools 
a n d 11,000 of 33 ,000 pub l i c e l­
ementary schools do not offer the 
ful l s ix grades of e lementary edu ­
cat ion . No wonder 33 percent of 
the ch i l d r en drop out. There are 
n o w a b o u t 3 .6 m i l l i o n out-o f -
schoo l y ou th , m a n y of them try­
ing to eke out a l i v ing i n haza rd ­
ous w o r k i n g cond i t ions i n c lud ing 
p ros t i tu t i on , if not r o a m i n g the 
s t ree ts a n d sn i f f ing d a n g e r o u s 
drugs . 

Some P214 .8 mi l l i on has also 
been al located for "GATT-re la ted 
ad jus tment measures , " for agr i -

Can the tide be turned? 

c u l t u r a l a n d non fo rma l educa­
t ion, c on t r i bu t ing to "the capab i l ­
ity bu i l d -up efforts needed to 
m a i n t a i n the compet i t iveness of 
the c o u n t r y ' s m a n p o w e r re ­
sources . " 

The state a l locat ion for edu­
cat ion has increased almost three­
fold s ince 1986, the government 
boasts, a c coun t ing for the single 
biggest i tem in the budget, exclud­
ing debt service payment. 

B u t t h i s is decept ive , says 
Enr i que Torres, cha i r of the A l l i ­
ance of Concerned Teachers (ACT). 
The count ry has a n accumula ted 
shortage of 36 ,000 teachers. Per 
year, only 9 ,000 teachers are hired 
for e l e m e n t a r y a n d s e c o n d a r y 
schools , he says. The D E C S thus 
has to resort to remedia l c lasses 
in farflung areas, oversized classes 
with as many as 50 to 55 per class, 
a n d go ing in to three sh i f t s for 
M a n i l a a n d other b ig cit ies 

Te r t i a r y e d u c a t i o n r e m a i n s 
tertiary i n pr ior i ty , getting 15 per­
cent of the educa t i on budget, w i th 
P I 1.8 b i l l i on to be shared by 257 
state co l l eges a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s 
(SCUs). These S C U s represent only 
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Even hospitals fall to the demands of the market. 

20 percent of tertiary educat ion i n ­
st i tut ions in the Ph i l ipp ines , as 80 
percent of the count ry ' s colleges 
a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s are p r i va t e l y -
owned , the h i ghes t n u m b e r i n 
As ia . 

Torres exp la ins : a b luep r in t 
for the country ' s educa t i ona l sys­
tem, cal led E d u c a t i o n 2000 , was 
drafted i n 1993 to produce a vast 
pool of manpower for overseas em­
ployment. Or ig ina l l y env is ioned 
as a stop-gap measure to bridge 
domestic unemployment , overseas 
employment for a r o u n d 700 ,000 
new entrants a year to the labor 
force h a s b e c o m e p e r m a n e n t , 
Torres says. To ensure the g lobal 
competi t iveness of the labor force, 
the s tudents s h o u l d be equipped 
with E n g l i s h language sk i l l s , and 
t ra ined i n software deve lopment 
and even in overseas employment, 
he added. 

E d u c a t i o n 2 0 0 0 is supposed 
to be the answer to what the P h i l ­
ippine Congress says is the " con­
t inuous decl ine in Ph i l i pp ine edu ­
cat ion, " but Univers i ty of the P h i l ­
ipp ines professor Edber to Vi l legas 
po ints out that it w i l l i n fact "ex­

acerbate th is deter iorat ion." ' 
Educa t i on 2000 , he expla ins, 

is part of the Ramos government's 
commi tment to the Internat ional 
Monetary F u n d to adopt auster i ty 
measures through the s imul tane­
ous policies of l iberal izat ion, de­
regulat ion and pr ivat izat ion 

T h u s , f inanc ia l ass istance to 
pub l i c schools is to be deregulat­
ed through so-called fiscal autono­
mies, and government supervis ion 
of private schools and state col­
leges a n d univers i t ies l iberal ized 
to save on expenses. Schoo l p r in ­
c ipa ls are to be given more pow­
ers to "ensure the or ientat ion of 
F i l ip ino educat ion to global com­
petit iveness." 

B u t while espous ing the u p ­
grad ing of ins t i tut ions to improve 
the qual i ty of educat ion , E d u c a ­
t ion 2 0 0 0 ca l ls for the organiza­
t ion of mul t igrade c lasses where 
teachers are made to teach more 
t h a n one grade level at the same 
time. Th i s wi l l further bu rden F i l i ­
pino teachers, the majority of them 
women, leaving them without time 
for r e s e a r c h a n d s o c i a l i z a t i o n , 
Vi l legas says. 

In fact, b i l ls to i n ­
crease the n u m b e r of 
work ing h o u r s of p u b ­
lic school teachers from 
six to eight h o u r s a n d 
school days from 180 
to 220 days are set to 
be approved as laws of 
the l and , Vi l legas sa id . 

A l l these cost-sav­
ing measures of E d u c a ­
tion 2000 , he explained, 
w i l l m e a n more rev­
enues for the govern­
ment to service its for­
eign debt. The govern­
ment has set aside this 
y e a r P 7 4 . 5 b i l l i o n 
(US$2.3B) or debt-ser­
vice interest payments , 
higher than its b u d ­
get for the educa t i on 
department . 

The Educa t i on In ternat iona l 
Conference he ld in M a l a y s i a i n 
J u l y 1997 d iscussed the educat ion 
chal lenges for teachers i n the 21st 
century, a n d approved a reso lu­
t ion a s s a i l i n g the W o r l d B a n k -
IMF's s t r u c t u r a l ad jus tment pro­
gram of privatization, l iberal ization 
and deregulat ion, to make T h i r d 
W o r l d c o u n t r i e s pay for t h e i r 
debts. As a result , over 403 m i l ­
l ion ch i ld ren 6 to 17 years old are 
out of school , 225 mi l l ion of them 
girls, and there are some 885 m i l ­
l ion i l l i terates aged 15 and over, 
565 mi l l i on of them girls. 

HEALTH FOR NO ONE BY YEAR 
2000? 

If s tudents and their parents 
are made to bear the cost of their 
educat ion , so are most of the poor 
pat ients made to pay for the sky­
rocket ing costs of their hosp i ta l i ­
zat ion and medicat ion. 

The government has al located 
th is year P12.9 b i l l ion for hea l th , 
or 2.7 percent of the total appro­
priat ion. W i th over 70 milUion F i l i ­
p inos, the per cap i ta expendi ture 
i s o n l y P 1 8 4 p e r y e a r o r 5 0 
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cen tavos a day , t h a t i s , i f the 
money doesn ' t w i n d u p ins tead in 
the pockets of some co r rup t gov­
e rnment off icials. Hea l th u s e d to 
receive a n average of 3 .45 percent 
o f the na t i ona l budget in 1980-85, 
bu t th i s decreased to 3.2 percent 
i n 1 9 8 6 - 8 9 a n d 2 p e r c e n t i n 
1993.^ 

G o v e r n m e n t hosp i ta l s are so 
few tha t they cou ld not poss ib ly 
serve the rap id l y growing popu la ­
t ion . M o s t hosp i ta l s i n the Ph i l i p ­
p ines are privately-owned (65 per­
cent). 

D a n i B e l t r a n , secretary-gen­
era l o f the non-government Heal th 
A l l i a n c e for Democ racy (HEAD) , 
says tha t the most concrete s ign 
tha t the government is abandon ­
ing hea l th service for its c i t izenry 
i s the p r i v a t i z a t i o n of spec ia l t y 
hosp i ta l s l ike the L u n g Center, the 
Na t i ona l Center for Menta l Heal th, 
the K idney T r a n s p l a n t Institute, 
the Hear t Cente r a n d the Nat iona l 
C h i l d r e n ' s M e d i c a l Center w h i c h 
service mos t l y poor pat ients. D i s ­
tr ict hosp i ta l s i n the different Ph i l ­
ipp ine reg ions, those devolved to 
the l o ca l government u n i t s are 
also be ing p l a n n e d for pr ivat iza­
t i on . 

Ove r 4 , 0 0 0 men ta l l y i l l p a ­
t ients w i l l have to go back to their 
respective prov inces where the lo­
c a l government u n i t s are expect­
ed to prov ide for the ir treatment. 
More t h a n 3 0 0 l u n g pat ients w i l l 
have to go o n the i r own to private 
hosp i t a l s . Over 2 ,000 pat ients are 
b e i n g d i s c h a r g e d f rom the T a l a 
L e p r o s a r i u m despi te the i r s i ck ­
ness . 

Major i ty o f the 60 ,000 govern­
m e n t h e a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s a n d 
worke rs w i l l a lso have to find new 
j obs a s they face d isp lacement . 

The government is crazy, the 
A l l i ance of Hea l th Worke r s (AHW) 
sa id d u r i n g a ra l ly last September 
a g a i n s t the b i d d i n g - o u t of the 
men ta l hosp i t a l . W i t h o u t govern­
ment suppor t , psychot i cs a n d lep­

e rs m a y s o o n be r o a m i n g the 
streets of M a n i l a a n d other u r b a n 
centers, as m a n y of t h em are now 
seen do ing. 

Over P500 mi l l i on a year is ex­
pected to be saved by the govern­
ment from these hosp i ta l s ' opera­
t i ons , a n d m a n y m i l l i o n s more 
from the ir sale. The property on 
w h i c h the men ta l hosp i ta l s tands , 
to cite j u s t one example , w i l l fetch 
more t h a n a b i l l i on pesos w h i c h , 
apparent ly unaware of the irony, 
the government says is in tended 
for abused ch i l d r en . 

SURVIVAL OF THE SMARTEST 
There is no doubt that who­

ever is the smartest , w i l l survive 
th is age of g lobal izat ion. 

The chal lenge is to take a d ­
vantage of technolog ica l advance­
ment to improve the quality of edu­
cat ion a n d yet avo id ing the pitfalls 
of commerc ia l i za t i on a n d market -
or iented educat ion , says the Ibon 
Facts and Figures: Education and 
Development Quarterly (1996). 

Sh i e l a says she a n d her fel­
low teachers are counteract ing the 
effects of g lobal izat ion by incu lca t ­
ing the appropr ia te va lues in the 
schoo l c u r r i c u l u m , t each ing the 
impor tance of sus ta inab l e devel­
opment a n d not p romot ing m u l t i ­
na t i ona l corporat ions i n the n a t u ­
ra l sc ience courses . 

A C T advocates the regulat ion 
of t u i t i o n fee i n c r e a s e s a n d a 
stronger subs i dy p rog ram for co l ­
leges a n d univers i t ies ; prov is ion of 
adequate schoo l faci l i t ies, l abora­
tory e q u i p m e n t , t e a c h i n g a i d s , 
textbooks a n d l ib rary mater ia ls , 
etc. ; h u m a n e c o m p e n s a t i o n for 
teachers, e n s u r i n g qual i ty contact 
t ime to inc lude nonc l a s s r oom ac­
t i v i t i e s s u c h as e x p o s u r e / f i e l d 
tr ips a n d visits to l earn ing centers, 
among other measures, to improve 
access to educa t i on as wel l as en­
sure the qua l i t y of i n s t ruc t i on . 

Different sectors are mobi l i z ­
i n g so tha t foreign debt serv ic ing 

cou ld be r e channe l ed to educa­
t i on , h ea l th , h o u s i n g , employ­
ment a n d other soc ia l expendi­
tures. 

As Har ry Sawyer, the G h a n a ­
i a n m in i s t e r for e d u c a t i o n , has 
sa id : "Worldwide, if j u s t U S $ 3 b i l ­
l i on to U S $ 6 b i l l i on of the est i ­
mated U S $ 6 8 0 b i l l i on cur ren t l y 
s p e n t o n the m i l i t a r y per year 
c o u l d be d iverted to educa t i on , 
mos t experts believe that every 
ch i l d wou ld have a place in a de­
cent school."^ 

"W i th enough pressure from 
the ir c i t i zens as well as the inter­
nat iona l communi ty , governments 
w i l l l earn that they cannot remain 
indifferent to the most fundamen­
tal of h u m a n needs," sa id Akh ta r 
H a m e e d K h a n , d i r ec to r of the 
P a k i s t a n Academy for R u r a l De­
velopment. ' ' 

Indeed, the Progress of Na­
tions, a Un i t ed Nat ions Ch i ld ren ' s 
F u n d p u b l i c a t i o n (1997), says : 
"The day w i l l come when nat ions 
wi l l be judged not by their m i l i ­
tary and economic strength nor by 
the sp lendor of their cap i ta l cities 
a n d pub l i c bu i ld ings but by the 
we l l -be ing of their peoples; by 
their levels of hea l th , nutr i t ion and 
educat ion ; by their opportunit ies 
to earn a fair reward for their l a ­
bors; by their abi l i ty to participate 
i n the dec is ions that affect their 
lives; by the respect that is shown 
for the ir c i v i l a n d pol i t ica l l iber­
ties." 

Leti Boniol is a freelance journalist 
based in Manila who has been writing 
on development issues for the past 10 
years. 

' In "Philippine Education 2000 - A 
Sell-out to Foreign Corporations," 
Education for Development Quar­
terly, October 1996. 
^ Ibon Facts and Figures 31 August 
1997. 
= Progress of Nations, UNICEF, 1997. 
" Ibid. 
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