
p e a l s t o fight t h i s m o v e . T h e y c o l ­
l e c t e d s i g n a t u r e s a n d h e l d a 
m e e t i n g a t t e n d e d b y a b o u t 6 0 0 
p e o p l e . A n o t h e r u r g e n t m e e t i n g 
w a s s p o n s o r e d b y t h e C e n t e r f o r 
C h r i s t i a n R e s p o n s e t o A s i a n I s ­
s u e s a n d t h e F e m i n i s m R e l i g i o n 
P e a c e A s s o c i a t i o n . 

M o r e t h a n 2 0 0 p a r t i c i p a n t s 
a t t e n d e d t h e m e e t i n g , w i t h s e v ­
e r a l s h a r i n g t h e i r o w n e x p e r i ­
e n c e s a n d o p i n i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n , 
t e a c h e r s a n d h i s t o r i a n s h a v e a l s o 
s t a r t e d h o l d i n g t h e i r o w n d i s c u s ­
s i o n s a n d m e e t i n g s . 

W h e n t h e w a r e n d e d i n 1 9 4 5 , 
J a p a n d i d n o t t a k e c l e a r r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y f o r t h e h a r m i t i n f l i c t e d 
o n o t h e r A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . T h e 
n e x t 4 0 y e a r s w e r e s p e n t f o c u s ­
i n g o n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
m a t e r i a l a f f l u e n c e . A s a r e s u l t , 
J a p a n e s e p e o p l e f a i l e d to r e a l l y 
c o n s i d e r t h e n e e d f o r t h e i r gov ­
e r n m e n t to a p o l o g i z e a n d c o m ­
p e n s a t e w o m e n a n d p e o p l e 
i n o t h e r A s i a n c o u n t r i e s 
f o r c a u s i n g t h e m h a r m 
d u r i n g t h e w a r . 

J a p a n w i l l h a v e 
to c h a n g e d r a s t i c a l l y 
i f i t w i s h e s to t a k e t h e 
r o a d w h i c h l e a d s to p e a c e 
a n d l i fe t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r 
A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . W e w e l c o m e 
c o m m e n t s a n d o p i n i o n s o n t h i s 
m a t t e r f r o m p e o p l e o f o t h e r c o u n ­
t r i e s . 

Source : Resource Materials on Women 
Labor in Japan, 19 M a r c h 1997 

WOMEN AGAINST OFFENSIVE 
ADVERTISING 

I s r a e l W o m e n ' s N e t w o r k 

( I W N ) h a s j o i n e d E m u n a h , 

N a ' a m a t a n d o t h e r w o m e n ' s o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n s to c r e a t e a n e w W o m ­

e n ' s F o r u m w h o s e a i m i s t o c o m ­

b a t o f f ens i ve a d v e r t i s i n g o n I s r a e l i 

T V . T h e f o r u m a i m s t o e n c o u r a g e 

n e w s t a n d a r d s a n d e t h i c s i n a d ­

v e r t i s i n g i n o r d e r to p r e v e n t t h e 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f w o m e n a n d w o m ­

e n ' s b o d i e s i n s a l e s c a m p a i g n s . 

F o r u m d e l e g a t e s m e t w i t h r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s o f T e m p o S o f t - D r i n k 
C o m p a n y to p r o t e s t a g a i n s t o f f en ­
s i v e m a t e r i a l i n t h e i r c u r r e n t T V 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . T h e c o m p a n y 
p r o m i s e d to c h a n g e i t s a d v e r t i s e ­
m e n t p o l i c y w i t h i n s i x m o n t h s 
a n d c o m m i t t e d i t s e l f to b r i n g i n g 
t o g e t h e r o t h e r s o f t - d r i n k c o m p a ­
n i e s i n o r d e r to de f ine , n e w n o r m s 
a n d s t a n d a r d s i n a d v e r t i s i n g . 

Source : Networking for Women, J u l y 
1 9 9 7 

IMMUNIZE, OR LOSE CASH 
A u s t r a l i a n p a r e n t s w h o f a i l to 

i m m u n i z e t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i l l b e 
p u n i s h e d b y l o s s o f c h i l d c a r e a s ­
s i s t a n c e a n d a n e w c u t i n m a t e r ­
n i t y a l l o w a n c e u n d e r a n e w c a r -
r o t - a n d - s t i c k p l a n to b o o s t t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s a l a r m i n g l y l o w i m m u n i ­
z a t i o n r a t e s . 

U n d e r t h e p l a n w h i c h b e ­
g i n s o n 1 J a n u a r y 1 9 9 8 , m a ­

t e r n i t y a l l o w a n c e w i l l b e 
i n c r e a s e d f r o m a o n e - o f f 
p a y m e n t o f $ A 8 8 2 t o 
t w o p a y m e n t s t o t a l i n g 

$ A 9 5 0 . T h e first $ A 7 5 0 w i l l 
b e p a i d a f t e r t h e b i r t h o f a 

c h i l d b u t t h e final $ A 2 0 0 w i l l b e 
a v a i l a b l e o n l y w h e n t h e c h i l d i s 
18 m o n t h s o l d a n d i m m u n i z e d . 

F a m i l i e s w i l l a l s o b e r e f u s e d 
c h i l d - c a r e p a y m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e c h i l d c a s h r e b a t e , i f t h e y c a n ­
n o t p r o v e t h e i r c h i l d r e n h a v e b e e n 
i m m u n i z e d . 

Source : The Age, 26 F e b r u a r y 1997 

PROMOTING EDUCATION 
C H A N G E S IN Z I M B A B W E 

I n t h e l a s t few y e a r s t h e M i n ­

i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n a n d C u l t u r e o f 

Z i m b a b w e h a s d e v e l o p e d a n d a p ­

p l i e d v a r i o u s s t r a t a g i e s i n o r d e r 

to p r o m o t e e d u c a t i o n a m o n g g i r l s 

a n d y o u n g w o m e n . T h e f o l l o w i n g 

a r e w o r t h n o t i n g : 

• e s t a b l i s h i n g f l e x i b l e c o n d i t i o n s 

a n d a d m i s s i o n c r i t e r i a f o r w o m e n 

a t c e r t a i n l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n ; 

• c o n t i n u i n g to o f fer o p p o r t u n i ­
t i e s f o r s c h o l a r s h i p s , e d u c a t i o n a l 
s u b s i d i e s a n d f a v o r a b l e c o n d i ­
t i o n s t o . g i r l s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 
w h o h a v e t h e a c a d e m i c a p t i t u d e 
b u t a r e e c o n o m i c a l l y d i s a d v a n ­
t a g e d ; 

• c r e a t i n g p u b l i c a w a r e n e s s 
t h r o u g h p u b l i c i t y c a m p a i g n s 
h i g h l i g h t i n g w o m e n w h o h a v e t r i ­
u m p h e d i n l i fe , w i t h t h e p u r p o s e 
o f p r o m o t i n g r o l e m o d e l s t h a t c a n 
b e i m i t a t e d ; 

• g i v i n g w o m e n p r e f e r e n c e i n p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l j o b p r o m o t i o n s e v e n i n 
c a s e s w h e r e t h e y m a y n o t p o s ­
s e s s a l l t h e m e r i t s t h a t t h e i r 
m a l e c o u n t e r p a r t s m a y h a v e , i n 
o r d e r to e s t a b l i s h m o r e w o m e n i n 
p o s i t i o n s t h a t w i l l b e i m i t a t e d a s 
r o l e m o d e l s a n d to i n f u s e h o p e 
i n w o m e n ; 

• p r o m o t i n g a p r o p o s e d p l a n to 
e l i m i n a t e g e n d e r - b a s e d s c h o o l 
a c t i v i t i e s b e t w e e n b o y s a n d g i r l s 
( b oys w o u l d n o l o n g e r b e s e n t to 
c a r p e n t r y w o r k s h o p s w h i l e g i r l s 
a r e s e n t t o d o n e e d l e p o i n t ) ; 

• a d o p t i n g a c r i t e r i a o f i m p a r t i a l ­
i t y f o r b o t h g e n d e r s i n t h e e l a b o ­
r a t i o n , s e l e c t i o n a n d u s e o f a c a ­
d e m i c m a t e r i a l s , i n l a n g u a g e , u s e 
o f l a n g u a g e , i n t h e s e l e c t i o n o f 
r o l e - m o d e l s a n d i n t h e m e a n s o f 
i n s t r u c t i o n ; 

• t h e c r e a t i o n o f a s c h o l a r s h i p 
f u n d r e s e r v e d f o r w o m e n w h o a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n o b t a i n i n g t h e i r h i g h 
s c h o o l d e g r e e . 

T r a n s l a t e d f r o m Perspectiuas Isis 
Internacional No. 6, 1997 

THREE U . S . ARMY INSTRUCTORS IN 
GERMANY ACCUSED OF SEXUAL 
ASSAULT 

T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y a c ­

k n o w l e d g e d o n 1 5 F e b r u a r y t h a t 

t h r e e m a l e t r a i n i n g i n s t r u c t o r s 

h a d b e e n s u s p e n d e d f r o m d u t i e s 

a n d t w o o f t h e m d e t a i n e d a f t e r 11 

w o m e n s o l d i e r s c o m p l a i n e d o f 

s e x u a l m i s t r e a t m e n t a t a b a s e i n 

G e r m a n y . T h e a c c u s a t i o n s 

6 Women in Action No. 3,1997 



aga ins t the i n s t r u c t o r s i n c l u d e 
rape, forced sodomy, indecent as ­
saul t , c rue l t y a n d ma l t r ea tmen t 
of subord ina tes , a c co rd ing to a n 
army statement. No deta i ls of the 
accusat ions have been made p u b ­
lic by the A rmy . 

JUSTICE AT LAST FOR ASSASSINATED 
DOMINICAN WOMEN 

A c c o r d i n g to j o u r n a l i s t Lar ry 
Rohter, h i s to ry a n d the D o m i n i ­
can people have f ound a pa r t i cu ­
lar ly app rop r i a t e way to avenge 
the a s s a s s i n a t i o n by the d i c t a ­
tor Rafae l Tru j i l l o of three of h i s 
enemies. The cur ren t vice pres i ­
dent a n d deputy foreign min i s t e r 
of the D o m i n i c a n R e p u b l i c are 
descendants of " the Butter f l i es , " 
a s the M i r a b a l s i s t e r s w e r e 
k n o w n i n their days as members 
of the ant i -Tru j i l l o u n d e r g r o u n d . 
A change i n the count ry ' s po l i t i ­
ca l c l i m a t e h a s c o m p l e t e d the 
t rans format ion of the M i r a b a l s is­
ters into s ymbo l s of bo th popu l a r 
a n d f e m i n i s t r e s i s t a n c e . 
T h r o u g h o u t L a t i n A m e r i c a , 
the M i r a b a l s are regarded 
as f emin is t i cons . 

T h e m o s t v i s i b l e 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e ^ 
M i r a b a l s ' v i n d i c a t i o n w i l l 
soon be o n d i sp l ay a l ong the 
M a l e c o n , the c a p i t a l ' s s eas ide 
promenade. There , a 137-foot ob­
el isk tha t T ru j i l l o p u t u p i n h i s 
own h o n o r is now enve loped in 
scaffolding in p r epa ra t i on for the 
ins ta l l a t i on of a m u r a l w i t h the 
image of each of the three dead 
w o m e n a n d t h e i r s i s t e r . T h e 
M i raba l s are a lso g iven recogni ­
t ion i n D o m i n i c a n t ex tbooks as 
na t i ona l mar ty rs . 

LAND REFORM IN NEPAL HAS BEEN 
REFORMED TO EUMINATE 
DISCRIMINATION 

The L a n d Re form A c t 2021 i n 
Nepal was cha l l enged i n cour t by 
the F o r u m for P u b l i c Interest as 
d i sc r imina to ry to w o m e n . The Ac t 
c on ta ins a p r o v i s i on , w h i c h de­

nies the transfer of t enancy r ights 
to the d a u g h t e r s of a t e n a n t , 
w h e t h e r m a r r i e d , u n m a r r i e d or 
widowed. The F o r u m for Pub l i c In­
terest used the Convent i on for the 
E l i m i n a t i o n of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Aga ins t W o m e n to argue the case. 
In J a n u a r y 1 9 9 7 the A c t w a s 
amended a n d now confers tenancy 
r ights on daugh te r s a n d d a u g h ­
t e r s - i n - l aw who are at least 35 
years of age. 

U . S . CLOTHING RETAILER AGREES TO 
A CODE OF CONDUCT 

Accord ing to the ICFTU news­
letter, Free Labour World, the U.S . 
c l o t h i n g r e t a i l e r T h e G a p h a s 
agreed tha t i ts s u b c o n t r a c t o r s , 
who operate i n one of E l Sa l va ­
d o r ' s F r e e T r a d e Z o n e (FTZs ) , 
s h o u l d abide by a Code of C o n ­
duc t conce rn ing labor s tandards 
t h a t w o u l d be i n d e p e n d e n t l y 
mon i t o r ed . There h a s been c on ­
siderable negative pub l i c i t y wor ld­
wide concerning poor work ing con­

d i t i ons a n d subs is tence wages 
rece ived by the m a i n l y fe­

ma le workforce that as­
s e m b l e s c l o t h i n g for 

The G a p . 

The labor news 
i n E l S a l v a d o r i sn ' t 

a l l so a s s u r i n g , h o w ­
ever. Free Labour World 

also reports that i n the same 
year at least s ix enterpr ises i n 

the count ry c losed down to avoid 
b e ing u n i o n i z e d , a n d t h e n reo­
pened u n d e r another name, hav­
i n g s a c k e d a l l t h e u n i o n i z e d 
workforce. 

VIENNA PHILHARMONIC AGREES TO 
ADMIT WOMEN MUSICIANS 

In F eb rua r y , A n n a Le lkes , a 
f ema l e h a r p i s t w h o h a d b e e n 
w o r k i n g w i th the o rches t ra on a n 
ad junct bas is for 26 years, became 
the f irst w o m a n to formal ly j o i n 
the V i e n n a P h i l h a r m o n i c Orches ­
t ra s ince its f ound ing 155 years 
ago. 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n of the po l i c y 
change r a i s e s b o t h u n i q u e a n d 

c o m m o n o b j e c t i o n s — t h a t the 
s o u n d of the o r ches t ra is at tr ib­
utable to its "ma leness " a n d that 
materni ty leave wou ld cost money. 

F a c i n g p u b l i c p ressure , and 
par t i cu lar l y the protests of wom­
en's g roups d u r i n g a n overseas 
tour, the orchestra gathered in a n 
extraord inary meet ing a n d agreed 
to admi t women, beg inn ing wi th 
Le lkes . The d e c i s i o n w a s made 
possible by the government's guar­
antee to pay the salar ies of play­
e rs w h o were s u b s t i t u t i n g for 
women on materni ty leave. 

Source: The Women's Watch, March 
1997 

DRAFT LAW ON SEXUAL OFFENSES 
After 10 years of awareness-

ra i s ing th rough workshops , mass 
med ia campa i gns a n d the l ike, the 
F i j i W o m e n ' s R i g h t s M o v e m e n t 
(FWRM) submi t t ed its draft legis­
l a t i on on s e x u a l offenses on 21 
November 1996. The draft was re­
ceived by An thony Gates , one of 
the three lawyers appo inted by the 
Fi j i government to review the Pe­
n a l Code. 

The c r i m i n a l l eg is la t ion a n d 
the c o m m o n law are unsuppor t i ve 
a n d un fa i r to rape survivors. The 
cur r en t law requires the survivor 
to "prove" the a ssau l t , r e su l t ing 
in low report ing of the cr imes of 
rape a n d i ndec en t a s sau l t . De­
spite th is , police records show a n 
84 percent increase i n rape and 
a t t e m p t e d rape c a s e s over the 
past 10 years. 

These s t a t i s t i c s are on ly of 
cases w h i c h have been reported 
a n d many rema in unrepor ted . The 
t r a u m a assoc iated w i th the court 
sys tem a n d the s t i gma at tached 
to the surv i vor act as major de­
terrents. Added to th is , the rape 
t r ia l is a lmost a lways conducted 
in the magis trates court . 
• The magis trates cour t has ju r i s ­
d i c t i on on ly over cases where the 
m a x i m u m pena l ty is five years i m ­
pr i sonment . Moreover, there is a 
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