
ACTION ALERT: CAMPAIGN TO 
SUPPORT NUBA WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN 

We are wr i t ing to alert y ou 
to the t r ag i c h u m a n i t a r i a n 
s i tuat ion of the people, esp)e-
cial ly the women a n d ch i l d r en , 
of the N u b a M o u n t a i n s of 
s o u t h w e s t e r n S u d a n . T h e 
c a t a s t r o p h i c h u m a n r i g h t s 
s i tuat ion i n the N u b a M o u n 
ta ins of S u d a n h a s been h igh
l i gh ted for nea r l y a decade. 
F r o m i n d e p e n d e n t h u m a n 
r i gh ts non -gove rnmen ta l or
g a n i z a t i o n s (NGOs ) to the 
Un i t ed Nat ions and the Un i ted 
Sta tes Depar tment of State , 
va r i ous in t e rna t i ona l g roups 
and observers have presented 
one p iece of g r u e s o m e ev i 
dence after ano the r . These 
ev idences d e m o n s t r a t e how 
the aggression a n d violence of 
the Sudanese Is lamist govern
m e n t (the N a t i o n a l I s l a m i c 
Front , NIF) a n d its local and 
nat iona l mi l i t i as are part of a 
concerted effort to purge and 
t h e r e b y s u b d u e the N u b a . 
This is made c lear by the fact 
that the government of S u d a n 
(GOS) a n d its a rmed mi l i t i as 
do not di f ferent iate between 
Nubas who are sympathet ic to 
the armed oppos i t ion , S u d a n 
P e o p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n A r m y 
(SPLA), and those who are i n 
nocent c i v i l i ans . 

In fact, the t e r m "geno
cide" adequately descr ibes the 
s i tuat ion of the N u b a vis-a-v is 
the G O S . Though the G O S has 
i n c r e a s i n g l y u n l e a s h e d i t s 
brutal i ty on the Sudanese peo
ple more generally, "regardless 
of t h e i r race , r e l i g i o n , l a n 
guage, ethnic or soc ia l or ig in 
and status" (UN Special Rappor
teur 's Report) , the N u b a re-
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m a i n a focal target of the G O S ' 
policy of ethnic purg ing. Rel i 
gion, ethnic i ty , c lass , a n d gen
der have been a n d rema in sa
l i ent features of the NIF re
gime's campaigns in the N u b a 
Mounta ins , as i n other areas 
of the S u d a n . In the eyes of 
the G O S , the N u b a and other 
e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s a re "ex
pendable" people. The U N Spe
c ia l Rapporteur, for example, 
"cannot but conclude that the 
abduct ion of persons, ma in ly 
women and ch i ldren belonging 
to rac ia l , ethnic and rel igious 
minor i t ies from southern S u 
dan , the N u b a Mounta ins and 
the Ingassena Hi l l s area, their 
subject ion to the slave trade, 
i nc lud ing traffic i n and sale of 
ch i ld ren and women, slavery, 
s e r v i tude , forced labor a n d 
s i m i l a r p rac t i ces are t a k i n g 
place w i t h the knowledge of 
the Government of the S u d a n " 
(Special Rappor teur ' s Report 
[SRR] to the C o m m i s s i o n on 
H u m a n R i g h t s r e s o l u t i o n 
1996/73, at its 60 th meet ing 
23 Apr i l 1996). 

The i n s t r u m e n t s of the 
ethnic c leans ing in the Nuba 
Mounta ins by the G O S and its 
local mi l i t ias inc lude murder , 
rape, abduc t i on , slavery, or
chestrated famines as pol i t ical 
weapons and the ban ishment 
of c iv i l ians to so-called "peace 
camps" where they are abused 
and pauper ized under concen
t ra t ion camp-hke condi t ions . 
S u c h ban ishment often occurs 
a f ter the G O S h a s b u r n e d 
N U B A villages to the ground. At 
the same t ime, forced conver
sion to a part icular k i n d of fun
damenta l i s t I s lam (the N u b a 
are already heavily Islamicized), 
the bul ldoz ing a n d b laz ing of 

C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s , Is lamic 
Mosques and schools, and the 
execution of "apostates" by the 
G O S a l l indicate a strategy of 
cu l tu ra l genocide. 

Despite i nc r eas ing inter
nat ional scrut iny , the G O S re
m a i n s openly defiant. It ig
nores a l l the reports and de
mands of Un i ted Nations or
gans and UN-aff i l iated inter
n a t i o n a l N G O s . The Spec ia l 
R a p p o r t e u r ' s Repor t s tates 
that "the official posit ion of the 
Government of the Sudan wi th 
regard to the provisions of the 
resolutions adopted by the [UN] 
Commiss i on on H u m a n Rights 
and the Genera l Assembly on 
reported h u m a n rights viola
t ions c a n be summar i z ed as 
unequivocal rejection. At the 
same time, cal ls upon the Gov
ernment of the S u d a n to br ing 
an end to the violat ions and to 
ho ld the perpetrators respon
sible have cons is tent ly been 
ignored." 

The G O S has also failed to 
ensure the access of h u m a n i 
tar ian relief groups to needy c i 
v i l i ans , whether they are i n 
G O S - or SPLA-occupied areas. 
In fact, the G O S has deliber
ately obs t ruc ted h u m a n i t a r 
ian ass istance (by direct mi l i 
tary targeting of relief efforts 
a n d representat ives ) to the 
people of the Nuba Mounta ins . 
As in southern S u d a n , the NIF 
reg ime has pe r s i s t en t l y re
fused to authorize the exten
sion of the U N Operat ion Life
l ine S u d a n (OLS) rel ief pro
grammes a n d those of other 
h u m a n i t a r i a n o rgan i za t i ons 
to SPLA-he ld areas of the Nuba 
M o u n t a i n s . T h i s d e n i a l by 
G O S of h u m a n i t a r i a n assist
ance is a b la tant breach of the 
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jo int U N and G O S statement of 
15 September 1992, af f i rming 
" . . . c r i t i ca l importance of ac
cess of a l l people in need of h u 
m a n i t a r i a n ass i s tance wher 
ever they may be." 

Though the worst offender, 
the G O S has not been the only 
perpetrator of h u m a n r i gh ts 
abuses in the N u b a Mounta ins . 
A c c o r d i n g to the ' S R R , 
"[mjembers of different parties 
to the confl ict i n southern S u 
dan a n d the N u b a Mounta ins , 
other t ha n the Government of 
the S u d a n [GOS] and those af
fi l iated w i th it, have commit
ted a ser i es of a b u s e s a n d 
atrocit ies against the life, l ib
erty and personal security of 
Sudanese c i t i zens i n the ar
eas under their contro l . " Nev
ertheless, the G O S has been 
the least sel f-crit ical party to
ward the h u m a n rights abuses 
perpetrated by i ts members . 
For example, i n "Fac ing Geno
c ide : The N u b a of S u d a n " 
(1996), A f r i c a n R i g h t s c i t es 
more determined (though i m 
perfect) efforts by the SPLA to 
c u r t a i l a n d p u n i s h h u m a n 
rights abuses by its members 
in the N u b a M o u n t a i n s (and 
elsewhere), as compared to a 
total lack of s u c h efforts by the 
GOS. 

C l ea r l y , the s i t u a t i o n i n 
the N u b a M o u n t a i n s i s ex
tremely complex. Genera l war 
symptoms and targeted ethnic 
c l eans ing are often m i s l e ad -
ingly lumped together by both 
local and internat iona l observ
ers. Ironically, the same sort 
of c o n f u s i o n o c c u r r e d i n 
Rwanda, the former Yugos la
via, and even Nazi G e r m a n y — 
a state of confusion (or pol i t i 
ca l evasion?) w h i c h obscured 

genocide and just i f ied in terna
t i ona l pass iv i ty u n t i l far too 
late i n each case. 

It remains a puzzle and a 
t raves ty of j u s t i c e tha t the 
S u d a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
c l e a n s i n g c a m p a i g n aga ins t 
the N u b a (and other m ino r i 
ties) has earned it only a slap 
on the wr is t by the in t e rna 
t ional communi ty . There has 
been an embarrass ing lack of 
pol i t ical w i l l to act. The civ i l 
conflict and the attendant h u 
m a n r i g h t s d i s a s t e r i n the 
S u d a n remains , to the embar
rassment of human i t y , " an i n 
ternal affair" that even the Or
g a n i z a t i o n of A f r i c a n U n i t y 
(OAU) shameful ly brushes off 
as s o m e t h i n g to be t a k e n 
cared of by the Sudanese gov
ernment . S u c h in t e rna t i ona l 
indifference is especially t rou
blesome in light of the fact that 
the S u d a n conflict is current ly 
the longest, and perhaps most 
a t r o c i o u s , c i v i l w a r i n the 
world. A n d we fear the fact that 
the m a i n sufferers are women 
and ch i ldren may be an impor
tant cause of th is indifference. 
C o n t i n u e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i 
lence on the S u d a n , however, 
w i l l i n our op in ion only serve 
to prolong the war and the i n 
h u m a n s i tuat ion faced by the 
w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n of the 
N u b a Mounta ins . The inter
nat ional communi ty mus t take 
act ion now, before it is too late 
for the people of the N u b a 
M o u n t a i n s . 

The campaign to help stop 
the atrocit ies to the N u b a cal ls 
on the Uni ted States govern
ment and its all ies to stop col
l a b o r a t i n g i n the genoc ide 
through i ts support of the S u 
d a n g o v e r n m e n t ' s s u s p e c t 

"peace accord" of 21 Apr i l 1997. 
(The Apr i l 1997 accord is sus 
pect because, among other fac
tors, the G O S itself does not 
take it seriously: it cont inues 
to m i l i t a r i l y target i nnocen t 
c i v i l i ans i n the N u b a M o u n 
tains and the South.) We also 
ca l l upon you to demand for 
your governments to pressure 
the U N to promote the estab
l i s h m e n t of re l i e f c o r r i d o r s 
(General Assemb ly , res. 45/ 
100) that facilitate the imme
diate free access of h u m a n i 
ta r ian organ iza t ions a n d U N 
relief programmes to the N u b a 
Mounta ins . W E ca l l on you to 
demand for your governments 
to pressure the U N Secur i t y 
C o u n c i l to make use of the 
ins t ruments in Chapter VII of 
the Char ter (S.C. res. 688) i n 
order to ensure the right to life 
of the Nuba people (art. 3, U n i 
versal Dec larat ion of H u m a n 
Rights, 1948; art. 12, Interna
t ional Covenant on Economic , 
S o c i a l a n d C u l t u r a l R i gh t s , 
1966; art. 6, International Cov
enan t on C i v i l a n d Po l i t i c a l 
Rights). 

F ina l l y , and most impor
tantly, we ca l l on the interna
t ional communi t y to acknowl 
edge the state of genocide i n 
the N u b a M o u n t a i n s a n d 
therefore to take the appropr i 
ate a c t i ons r e qu i r ed by the 
Uni ted Nations Convent ion on 
the Prevent ion a n d P u n i s h 
ment of the C r ime of Geno
cide. Internat ional silence on 
genocide is utterly inexcusable 
i n the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 
Please, let the people of the 
Nuba Mounta ins and a l l of S u 
dan know that they are no less 
h u m a n t h a n those i n o ther 
areas of the wor ld where the 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y h a s 
i n t e r f e r e d to p r o t e c t c i v i l i a n s 
a n d to p u n i s h t h e c u l p r i t s w h o 
c o m m i t t e d a t r o c i t i e s a g a i n s t 
t h e m . I n s h o r t , s h o w t h e peo 
p l e o f t h e N u b a M o u n t a i n s a n d 
a l l o f S u d a n t h a t t h e p h r a s e 
" n e v e r a g a i n " i s n o t a n e m p t y 
s l o g a n . 
The International Women's Commit

tee to Support Nuba Women and 
Children 

T h e W o m e n ' s C o m m i t t e e 
w i l l s e n d t h i s l e t t e r , a l o n g w i t h 
a l l o f y o u r s i g n a t u r e s , to v a r i 
o u s g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s a n d 
c o m m i t t e e s , U N a n d o t h e r i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l b o d i e s . 

T o s u p p o r t t h e c a m p a i g n , 
r e p l y to t h i s m e s s a g e . (P lease 
d o n o t i n c l u d e t h e o r i g i n a l 
m e s s a g e i n y o u r r e p l y , for r e a 
s o n s o f space ) . K e e p t h e s a m e 
s u b j e c t h e a d i n g . In y o u r r e 
p l y , s t a t e t h a t y o u a r e r e p l y i n g 
to s u p p o r t t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e 
W o m e n ' s C o m m i t t e e , a n d i n 
c l u d e y o u r f u l l n a m e o r i n i t i a l s 
o r t h e n a m e o f y o u r g r o u p i f 
y o u a r e a n o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
A d d r e s s y o u r r e p l y t o : 
Ac tnsuda rKS j ao l . c om D i s t r i b u t e 
t h e p e t i t i o n a n d i n s t r u c t i o n s 
a s w i d e l y a s p o s s i b l e . 

S o u r c e : E - m a i l f r o m N a t h a l i e 

B r u g u e r a <w luml@mnet . f r> 

L E G A L S E X W O R K E R S IN TA IPE I 
D E C L A R E D I L L E G A L 

O n 6 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 7 , t h e 
T a i p e i C i t y C o u n c i l a n d T a i p e i 
C i t y M a y o r C h e n S h u i - b i a n 
d e c r e e d 1 2 8 l e g a l p r o s t i t u t e s 
o f T a i p e i i l l e g a l . O v e r n i g h t , 
t h e s e 1 2 8 p r o s t i t u t e s b e c a m e 
t h e t a r g e t o f p o l i c e a r r e s t , d a i l y 
s u r v e i l l a n c e a n d h a r a s s m e n t ; 
w h e r e a s be f o re 6 S e p t e m b e r , 

t h e y h a d b e e n t h e o n l y p r o s t i 
t u t e s a b l e to s e e k r e c o u r s e 
f r o m t h e p o l i c e a n d d e m a n d 
l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n i n c a s e o f c l i 
e n t h a r a s s m e n t a n d a b u s e . 

T h e T a i p e i C i t y G o v e r n 
m e n t h a d b e e n p l a n n i n g to 
p h a s e o u t l e ga l p r o s t i t u t i o n b y 
n o t g i v i n g o u t n e w l i c e n s e s to 
e n d p r o s t i t u t i o n i n T a i p e i 
w i t h i n t h e n e x t t w o d e c a d e s . 
In o r d e r to s h o w t h a t i t i s d e 
t e r m i n e d i n i t s a n t i - o b s c e n i t y 
c a m p a i g n (sao huang), t h e 
m a y o r h a s d e c i d e d to d e c l a r e 
i l l e g a l t h e w o r k o f 128 w o m e n , 
m o s t o f w h o m a re s e m i - l i t e r 
a t e s i n g l e m o t h e r s i n t h e i r 
m i d - f o r t i e s . M a n y o f t h e 
w o m e n a r e s u p p o r t i n g e x 
t e n d e d f a m i l i e s . T h e c i t y gov
e r n m e n t h a s p r o m i s e d t e m p o 
r a r y s u b s i d i e s for t h e s e p r o s 
t i t u t e s , b u t t h e w o m e n s a y 
t h e y d o n o t w a n t c h a r i t y f u n d s 
f r o m t h e g o v e r n m e n t . W e c a n 
w o r k for a l i v i n g , let u s d o t h a t , 
t h e y say . 

G o v e r n m e n t s u b s i d y f u n d s 
c o m e w i t h s t r i n g s a t t a c h e d 
a n d s t r i n g e n t c o n d i t i o n s , 
w h i c h n o t a l l t h e w o m e n c a n 
m e e t . It a l s o d e m a n d s t h a t 
w o m e n s t a y a w a y f r o m h o t e l s , 
b a r s a n d a l l s u c h p l a c e s for a 
y e a r o f s u b s i d y to a v o i d b e i n g 
s u s p e c t e d o f c o n t i n u i n g s e x 
w o r k . T h e 1 2 8 w o m e n h a v e 
b e e n p l a c e d o n p a r o l e a w a i t i n g 
t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f s u b s i d y f u n d 
i n g . 

T h e w o m e n h a v e f o r m e d a 
g r o u p to d e m a n d a r e a s o n a b l e 
t w o - y e a r g r a c e p e r i o d be f o re 
th e n e w l a w m a k i n g t h e i r j o b s 
i l l e g a l t a k e s e f f ec t . S e v e r a l 
l o c a l l a b o r g r o u p s a n d w o m e n ' s 
g r o u p s , p o i n t i n g to h o w t h e 
s i t u a t i o n o f p r o s t i t u t e s i s 
s i m i l a r to t h e s u d d e n c l o s u r e s 

o f f a c t o r i e s i n T a i w a n w i t h o u t 
g o v e r n m e n t p r o v i s i o n s f o r 
w o m e n w o r k e r s ' s e c u r i t y , 
h a v e r a l l i e d b e h i n d t h e 1 2 8 
w o m e n . 

W e u r g e y o u to s i g n y o u r 
n a m e i n s u p p o r t o f t h e s e 128 
p r o s t i t u t e s . W e u r g e y o u to 
s u p p o r t t h e i r d e m a n d for a two-
y e a r g r a c e p e r i o d , w h i c h w i l l 
be d i s c u s s e d a t t h e o p e n i n g o f 
t h e n e x t c i t y c o u n c i l m e e t i n g 
i n O c t o b e r . Y o u r s i g n a t u r e 
w i l l c e r t a i n l y a d d to t h e p r e s 
s u r e . P l e a s e E - m a i l : 
h s i n c h i @ m s l O . h i n e t . n e t . 

P l e a s e f o r w a r d t h i s m e s 
sage to a l l c o n c e r n e d . P l ease 
p o s t t h i s m e s s a g e o n a l l r e l 
e v a n t n e t w o r k s . 
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