Global Subjects: How Did We Get Here?

Paying the Price:Are the Security Nets
Really There!?

Chronicles of Colonization



when PEOP1E 1eam aboutOURlera,r‘

most are SUTPY 1Sed that they've NoT HEARD about us
before. Factis we've been in the neighborhood since 1991,
providing women ACCESS to INFORMATI UN—M
that AI'€ ugua]ly not found in MAINSTREAM sources
books—the K111 that are hard to find; and
women's N€tWOrks—the kind that are EM P

women WorldWlde. But WE'VE been rather Shy

vV Cl11, 11 Ol al Pm_“}/ MOIcC

THE Isis RESoURCE CENTER AND LIBRARY HAS:

> 2 g 729 VoLumes oF Books oN AGRICULTURE & RurAL Economy, CONSUMERISM,

DeveLopPMENT, Economy & WORK, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNICATION & INFORMATION,
CuLTURE, RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY, HEALTH, LITERATURE & ARTS, FAMILY, EDUCATION,
MEeNTAL HEALTH, NuTRITION & Foob, ReEPRobucTIVE HEALTH, DEMOGRAPHY, LIFE CYCLES,
ScieNcE AND TECHNOLOGY, PoLiTics & GoveERNMENT, LAw, HumaN RiGHTS, SociaL
VioLENCE, PEACE & DisARMAMENT, SociAL & PoLiticaL MoveMENTs, WOMEN IN ISLAM,
VioLeNce AGAINST WOMEN, IDEOLOGIES, FEMINISM, WOMEN's SEXUALITY & IDENTITY, ETC.

>876 JOURNAL TITLES FROM AsIA, THE PAcIFic, AFRICA, THE MipDLE EAsT, EUROPE, LATIN
AMERICA, & NORTH AMERICA

>> 105 Feature FiLms AND DOCUMENTARIES IN VHS TaPES
>>Aupio TaPEs oF WoMEN Music ARTISTS

>>125 Mountep PosTers

>>WOoMEN's ARTS & CRAFTS COLLECTION

>> A HerBAL GARDEN

>>THe Isis WEB, OUR COMPUTER-ASSISTED DATA RETRIEVAL SYSTEM

>>The HURES, OUR COMPUTERIZED DIRECTORY OF WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS




RCiP FILE

Can Big be Beautiful?

M e y its etymology alone, globaliza-

tion is such a big word. So big
that it’s affecting all of us—some
of us without even knowing it.
The kind and magnitude of the
effect, however, vary. For
{ = some, in great positive ways; for
others, in many negative ways.
Still for others, in devastating proportions.

For some Asian countries (at least before the
crash) globalization seemed to have worked for
them. They were able to take advantage of rapid
technological developments and were able to ex-
pand their markets. In effect, improve the stan-
dard of living of their people.

In contrast, countries like Indonesia and the
Philippines, both desperately attempting to fol-
low the NIC (Newly Industrialized Country)
model, are paying a steep price in the name of
globalization. Kowtowing to the demands of in-
ternational monetary institutions and foreign
transnational corporations, they have willingly
sacrificed their own people’s well-being. First to
suffer cutbacks are social services on health and
education, which are far from adequate to start
with. Other areas that have also been badly af-
fected are labor and employment and the state
-of environment. The fact that transnational cor-
porations are taking the lead in globalization
and will continue to do so creates an alarming
scenario. Unlike governments, business corpo-
rations are not accountable to people. It is very
easy for them to disregard workers’ welfare,
human rights and the environment in their
pursuit of greater profits.

The collapse of Southeast Asian currencies
also raises a lot of questions. With the recent
crash of the Hong Kong stock market, it is evi-
dent that no one can really be completely
shielded from a global financial shake up. As
Michael Walton, former World Bank chief econo-
mist for East Asia stressed, “ inequality is back
on the agenda.”

In all of these, it is the women who are the
most affected. While this statement is a cliché,
it is also true. Women’s right to education, bet-
ter health care and gainful employment are fur-
ther threatened. Moreover, this so called inter-
nationalization of production has given birth to
an ever increasing informal sector with women
and children as the primary workforce. In Asia,
two of the key industries that have so far been
greatly affected are garments and agriculture.
In both industries, new modes of production
such as sub-contracting and contract growing
as well as flexible working practices have been
affected, endangering labor rights in the pro-
cess. There is hardly any opportunity for work-
ers to organize among themselves.

Now, what is the role of the women’s move-
ment—and of other social movements for that
matter—in this phenomenon that looms over
us? Are there any means by which we can maxi-
mize the benefits of globalization? Given the nec-
essary training, education as well as access and
control of resources for production, do women
and all other marginalised groups stand a bet-
ter chance?

This issue of Women in Action examines the
impact of globalization on women, particularly
Asian women.

And while we'’re looking mostly at conse-
quences to women and the other marginalised
sectors, we’re also trying to find ways to turn
the situation around and see if globalization’s
benefits really trickles to the bottom. We invite
you to a dynamic exchange of opinions on glo-
balization through this last issue for 1997. Read
on and take part.
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