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editorial 

Can Big be Beautiful? 

By its etymology alone, globaliza
t ion is such a big word. So big 
that it's affecting al l of us—some 
of u s wi thout even knowing it. 
The k i n d and magnitude of the 
e f fect , h o w e v e r , v a r y . F o r 
some, i n great positive ways; for 
others, in many negative ways. 

S t i l l for others, in devastat ing proport ions. 

For some As i an countr ies (at least before the 
crash) global izat ion seemed to have worked for 
them. They were able to take advantage of rap id 
technological developments and were able to ex
pand their markets . In effect, improve the stan
da rd of l i v ing of their people. 

In contrast , countr ies l ike Indonesia and the 
Ph i l ipp ines , both desperately at tempt ing to fol
low the NIC (Newly Indus t r i a l i z ed Country ) 
model , are pay ing a steep price i n the name of 
g lobal izat ion. Kowtowing to the demands of i n 
ternat iona l monetarv' ins t i tu t ions and foreign 
t ransna t i ona l corporat ions, they have wi l l ing ly 
sacri f iced their own people's well-being. F i rs t to 
suffer cu tbacks are social services on heal th and 
educat ion , w h i c h are far from adequate to start 
w i th . Other areas that have also been badly af
fected are labor and employment and the state 
•of env i ronment . The fact that t ransnat iona l cor
porat ions are t ak ing the lead i n global izat ion 
a n d w i l l con t inue to do so creates an a l a rm ing 
scenario . Un l i k e governments, bus iness corpo
ra t ions are not accountable to people. It is very 
easy for them to d isregard workers ' welfare, 
h u m a n r i gh t s a n d the env i ronment i n the ir 
p u r s u i t of greater profits. 

The col lapse of Southeast As i an currenc ies 
also ra ises a lot of quest ions. W i th the recent 
c r a s h of the Hong Kong stock market , it is evi
den t t h a t no one c a n rea l l y be comp le t e l y 
shie lded from a global f inanc ia l shake up. As 
Michae l Wal ton, former World B a n k chief econo
mist for Eas t A s i a stressed, " inequal i ty is back 
on the agenda. " 

In a l l of these, it is the women who are the 
most affected. Whi le th is statement is a cl iche, 
it is also true. Women's right to educat ion, bet
ter hea l th care and gainful employment are fur
ther threatened. Moreover, this so called inter
nat iona l i zat ion of product ion has given b i r th to 
an ever increas ing in formal sector w i th women 
and ch i ld ren as the pr imary workforce. In As ia , 
two of the key indust r i es that have so far been 
greatly affected are garments and agriculture. 
In both indust r i es , new modes of product ion 
such as sub-cont rac t ing and contract growing 
as well as flexible work ing pract ices have been 
affected, endanger ing labor r ights i n the pro
cess. There is hardly any opportuni ty for work
ers to organize among themselves. 

Now, what is the role of the women's move
men t—and of other social movements for that 
mat t e r—in this phenomenon that looms over 
us? Are there any means by wh i ch we can maxi 
mize the benefits of globalization? Given the nec
essary- t ra in ing , educat ion as well as access and 
contro l of resources for product ion , do women 
and a l l other marg ina l i sed groups stand a bet
ter chance? 

Th is issue of Women in Action examines the 
impact of global izat ion on women, part icular ly 
A s i a n women. 

A n d whi le we're look ing most ly at conse
quences to women and the other marginal ised 
sectors, we're also try ing to f ind ways to t u r n 
the s i tuat ion a r ound and see if globalization's 
benefits really tr ickles to the bottom. We invite 
you to a dynamic exchange of op in ions on glo
bal izat ion through this last issue for 1997. Read 
on and take part. 
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