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Literature 

LIZARD by B a n a n a Yosh imo to 
F u s i n g t r a d i t i o n a l a n d pop 

c u l t u r e i n t o t h o r o u g h l y c o n 
temporary por t ra i t s of love a n d 
l i f e , e a c h o f t h e s e s i x t a l e s 
explores themes of t ime, hea l ing , 
a n d fa te—and how y o u n g u r b a -
nites come to terms w i th them. 
Tang led in emot iona l webs they 
do not u n d e r s t a n d , Yosh imoto ' s 
m e n a n d w o m e n e m b a r k o n 
j o u r n e y s of s e l f - d i s c o v e r y , 
r e c r e a t i n g themse l v e s t h r o u g h 
the power of the stor ies they tel l . 
(New York: Pocket Books, 1995. 
180 p. RN LIT 02522. OOB) 
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T H E DREAM OF WATER by Kyoko Mori 
In a memo i r that is bo th a 

search for be long ing a n d a search 
for u n d e r s t a n d i n g , J a p a n e s e -
A m e r i c a n a u t h o r K y o k o M o r i 
travels back to Kobe, J a p a n , the 
city of her b i r th , in a n unspoken 
desire to come to terms w i th the 
memory of her mother 's su ic ide 
a n d the fami ly she left b e h i n d 
th i r teen years before. 

Th roughou t her seven week-
t r i p , Kyoko s t rugg l es w i t h he r 

e v e r - p r e s e n t p a s t a n d t h e 
l a s t i n g gu i l t over her mothe r ' s 
dea th . A l t h o u g h she meets w i th 
b e l o v e d c o u s i n s a n d o t h e r 
relat ives, she agonizes over the 
f r u s t r a t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s h e 
bare ly m a i n t a i n s wi th her father 
a n d s t epmother . S e a r c h i n g for 
answers , Kyoko attempts to f ind 
new u n d e r s t a n d i n g of what her 
father is real ly l ike, a n d how it 
h a s affected her own place in two 
d i s t i n c t wor lds . As her t ime to 
leave d raws near, Kyoko begins 
to u n d e r s t a n d that her fami ly 
connec t i ons may be a powerful 
cry of the heart, but it is the new 
wor ld that has given her escape 
f rom a lonely past and the power 
to believe in herself. ( New York: 
Ballantme Books, 1995. 275p. RN 
LIT 02521.OOB) 
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J U N G L E E 
GIRL 

JuNGLEE GIRL by G i n u K a m a n i 
" J u n g l e e " g ir l is a G u j a r a t i 

t e r m to d e s c r i b e a w i l d a n d 
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e w o m a n . In he r 
debut col lection of stories, G i n u 
K a m a n i confronts the u n t a m e d , 
erotic nature of Ind ian women , 
often vei led from view u n d e r a 

very r ep ress i v e s e x u a l system. 
K a m a n i ' s s t o r i e s range across 
caste, gender a n d generation to 
revea l b o t h the i n t e n s i t y and 
f a m i l i a r i t y o f I n d i a ' s h i d d e n 
wor ld . { London: Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson, 1 996. 1 95 p. RN LIT 
02523.00B) 

KRIK? K R A K ! by Edwidge Danicat 
W h e n H a i t i a n s tel l a story, 

they say " K r i k ? " a n d the eager 
l is teners answe r " K r a k ! " In Krik? 
Krak! D a n i c a t h a s crafted nine 
stories that encompass both the 
crue l t i es a n d the h igh ideals of 
H a i t i a n life. They tell of women 
w h o c o n t i n u e l o v i n g b e h i n d 
p r i s o n wa l l s a n d in the face of 
u n f a t h o m a b l e loss ; of a people 
who res ist the bruta l i ty of their 
r u l e r s t h r o u g h the powe r s of 
imag ina t i on . ( New York: Vintage 
Books, 1996. 224 p. RN LIT 
02465.00 B) 

Economics 

TECHNOLOGY AND GENDER: WOMEN'S 
WORK IN ASIA edited by Cecil ia Ng 

The impac t of technological 
innova t i on i n women 's work is a 
p h e n o m e n o n o n l y r e c e n t l y 
s t u d i e d a n d u n d e r s t o o d , 
pa r t i cu l a r l y w i th reference to the 
deve lop ing societies. Th i s volume 
of t h eo r e t i c a l e s says a n d case 
s tud ies on technolog ica l change 
a n d w o r k i n g women in As i a looks 
at the different consequences on 
w o m e n c o m p a r e d to men a n d 
at tempts to h ighl ight the gender 
d i f f e rences a n d i s sues so that 
women c an equal ly benefit from 
the f rui ts of development. 

Peasant women in the field, 
r u r a l w o m e n w o r k e r s i n the 
h a n d i c r a f t i n d u s t r y , f ema le 

34 Women in Action No. 3,1996 



production operators in h igh- tech 
semiconductor a s s e m b l y facto
ries a n d p a r t - t i m e k e y i n g - i n 
typists i n the b a n k i n g a n d f i
nance sec tors are some of the 
areas covered. (Malaysia: Women's 
Studies Unit of the Universiti 
Pertanian Malaysia, 1987. 150 p. 
RNECO02516.00B) 

WOMEN IN THE A G E OF ECONOMIC 
TRANSFORMATION: GENDER IMPACT OF 
REFORM IS POST-SOCIALIST AND 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ed i t ed by 

Nah id A s l a n b c i g u i , S t e v e n 
Pressman a nd Ga le Summer f i e ld 

C h a n g e s are s w e e p i n g the 
world e c o n o m y a n d a re m o s t 
a p p a r e n t i n p o s t - s o c i a l i s t 
Europe a n d i n the d e v e l o p i n g 
world. T h i s vo lume e x a m i n e s the 
impact these changes are h a v i n g 
on women. The a u t h o r s d i s c u s s 
the evidence of gender b ias a n d 
reach s o m e t e l l i n g , i f u n s u r 
prising, c o n c l u s i o n s . Regardless 
of the c o u n t r y i n v o l v e d , the 
findings point to consistent female 
d i s advan tage i n the t r a n s 
formation process. (London and 
New York: Routledge, 1994. 232 
p. RN ECO 02525. OOBj 

CHINA'S Ek;oNOMY AND ASIA edited by 

Ma. Teresa D. P a s c u a l 
Mar ia Teresa Pascua l , former 

executive d irector of H o n g Kong -
based A R E N A , looks at C h i n a ' s 
increasing i n t e g r a t i on in to the 
world economy, a n d the i m p l i 
cations t h i s m a y have o n the 
Philippines i n par t i cu la r a n d Eas t 

a n d Sou theas t A s i a i n genera l . 
T h i s p h e n o m e n o n of r e g i o n a l 
g rowth areas s u c h as " G r e a t e r 
C h i n a " — C h i n a - H o n g K o n g - T a i 
w a n — i s also taken u p . 

The fu l l i m p a c t of C h i n a ' s 
emerg ing economic s t rength on 
t h e w o r l d o r d e r , a n d o n i t s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h i t s A s i a n 
ne ighbors , st i l l has to be played 
out. B u t there is no doub t that 
w h a t is h a p p e n i n g i n C h i n a ' s 
economy today has a n effect on 
t h e l i v e s o f m o r e p e o p l e , 
b u s i n e s s e s a n d g o v e r n m e n t s 
other t h a n its own. (Quezon City, 
Philippines: Philippine-China 
Development Resource Center, 
1 995. 73p. RNECO 02409.00B) 

WOMEN AND WORK by S u s a n Bu l l o ck 
A l l a r o u n d the wor ld , women 

work. Yet the work they do has 
a lways been , a n d c o n t i n u e s to 
be, cons idered as less impor tant 
t h a n that per formed by men . In 
m a n y cases , women ' s act iv i t ies 
are not even a c k n o w l e d g e d as 
work . Not o n l y do w o m e n e n 
counter more obstacle t h a n men 

WORK 

i n e d u c a t i o n a n d t r a i n i n g , bu t 
they are over-represented a m o n g 
t h e l o w e s t p a i d , p a r t - t i m e 
workforce, enjoying few employ 
ment r ights. Recognit ion of th is 
has led to the adopt ion of mea
sures over the past two decades 
to e l i m i n a t e g e n d e r d i s c r i m i 
na t i on a n d to promote equa l i ty 
of oppor tun i ty and treatment for 
women workers . 

S u s a n Bu l l ock , a n expert on 
internat ional labour, development 
and gender issues, draws together 
r e s e a r c h o n gender , w o r k a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d e m p h a s i s e s 
that the concept of work should 
inc lude not only paid labour but 
a l l t h o s e a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h 
c o n t r i b u t e to p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
development. (London and New 
Jersey: Zed Books Ltd., 1994. 160 
p. RN ECO 02262. GOB) 

Communication and 
Information 

NATTERING ON T H E N E T : WOMEN, 
POWER AND CYBERSPACE by Da l e 

Spender 

M u l t i m e d i a , the informat ion 
h i ghway a n d the Internet have 
c h a n g e d t h e w o r l d b e y o n d 
recognit ion. E lec t ron ic networks 
have rad ica l ly altered the h u m a n 
re la t i onsh ip to t ime a n d space, 
a n d have u n d e r m i n e d na t i o na l 
b ou nda r i e s . B u t wha t of c lass , 
race a n d gender boundar i e s? 

A n d w h a t of the dif ference 
between how m e n a n d women 
deal w i th the new technologies? 
Is i t t r u e t h ^ t w o m e n u s e 
technology, whi le men fall in love 
w i th i t? 

D a l e S p e n d e r , r e n o w n e d 
a u t h o r a n d f ound ing editor of the 
A t h e n e S e r i e s a n d P a n d o r a 
P r e s s , r e v e a l s t h a t m e n a re 
w r i t i n g the r o a d r u l e s for the 
in f o rma t i on supe rh i ghway sub -
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j e c t ing w o m e n to new forms of 
s e x u a l h a r a s s m e n t a n d e v en 
" d a t a r a p e . " V i o l e n c e o n th e 
Internet is a n a l l too c o m m o n 
event i n v i r tua l real ity. These are 
some of the prob l ems ra ised by 
the new technologies, bu t Spen 
d e r a l s o w r i t e s a b o u t t h e 
poss ib i l i t i e s of the new m e d i a , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e a r e a s o f 
e d u c a t i o n a n d a u t h o r s h i p . 
(Australia: Spinifex Press, 1995. 
278p. RNCOM 02546.00B) 

REPRESENTING WOMEN: MYTHS OF 
FEMININITY IN THE POPULAR MEDIA by 

M y r a M a c d o n a l d 
D r a w i n g o n tex ts f r om hi t 

mov ies l ike Aliens to te lev is ion 
s i t c o m s l i ke Tlie Golden Girls, 
M y r a M a c d o n a l d r e a s s e s s the 
ways i n w h i c h women are ta lked 
abou t a n d c o n s t r u c t e d v i s u a l l y 
across a range of pop u l a r med ia . 
Survey ing a variety of d i s c i p l i n e— 
p s y c h o l o g y , p s y c h o a n a l y s i s , 
sociology, art h is tory a n d c u l t u r a l 
s t u d i e s — M a c d o n a l d i n t r o d u c e 
the va r i ous approaches s tuden ts 
of g e n d e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n 
m o d e r n m e d i a w i l l e n c o u n t e r , 
a n d enab les t h em to c ompar e 
perspectives, i n the second ha l f 
of the book, M a c d o n a l d ana lyses 
in detai l the my ths of feminini ty , 
a s e n i g m a t i c , a s c a r i n g a n d 
n u r t u r i n g and as cons t ruc t ed in 
my ths of female sexual i ty a n d the 
female body. (London and New 
York: Edward Arnold, 1995. 250 
p. RNCOM02518.00B) 

Sisters from Central Asia 

BETWEEN THE SLOGANS OF 
COMMUNISM AND THE LAW OF ISLAM: 
THE WOMEN OF UzBEKisTANby 
Mar fua Tokhtakhod jaeva (edited 
by Cassandra Balchin, translated 
from Russian by Sufian Aslam) 

Whi l e Soviet soc ia l i sm 
brought educat ion and an end 
to segregation, it also placed 
great pressure on women, not 
least the double burden of job 
a n d home. If the feudal and 
pa t r i a r cha l t radi t ions of Cent ra l 
As i a , reflected through the 
mir ro r of Is lam, have remained 
a source of women's 
oppress ion , then Ihcy have 
also provided support systems 
w h i c h enabled women to 
survive in t imes of adversitv. 

(if Cfecnu 

M a r f u a Takhtakhod jaeva , 
an archi tect by t ra in ing and 
profession and founding 
member of the very first 
women 's resource center in 
T a s h k e n t , Uzbek i s tan , explores 
the h is tor i ca l context and 
women 's perspectives on the 
s ta tus of women in her 
country . In this , the very first 
h is tory of Uzbek is tan 's women 
pub l i shed abroad, Mar fua 
Takhtakhod jaeva provides a 
counterpo in t to the pol i t ical 
a n d economic ana lys i s of post-
Soviet society. (Lahore, Pakistan: 
Shirkat Gah Women's Resource 
Centre, 1995. 271 p. RN SEX 
02517.OOB) 

H M DaugMcn of Amaxow 
Voices from Central Asia 

T H E DAUGHTERS OF AMAZONS: VOICES 
FROM CENTRAL ASIA by Mar fua 

Tokhtakhod jaeva and E l m i r a 
T u r g u m b e k o v a (edited by 
Cassandra Balchim, translated 
from Russian by Sufian Aslam) 

The t r ans i t i on to a market 
economy a n d independent 
nat ionhood h a s brought 
sweeping change to the lives of 
the peoples of former Soviet 
Cen t ra l A s i a . The impact of this 
t rans i t i on has been most 
keenly felt by the region's 
women, who have been the first 
in l ine to lose the i r j obs and 
the focus of a po l i t i ca l 
chal lenge to democracy and 
s e c u l a r i s m . 

The resul t of a n 
unprecedented survey among 
women from five diverse 
Cen t r a l A s i a r epub l i c s . 
Daughters of Amazons offers a 
w indow onto the h i s to r i ca l , 
economic , po l i t i ca l a n d social 
contexts to the debates 
con f ront ing the emerg ing 
women 's movement in Cent ra l 
As i a , a long w i th the growing 
i ssues of n a t i o n a l i s m and 
rel ig ious o b s c u r a n t i s m . (Laliore, 
Pakistan: Shirkat Gah Women's 
Resource Centre, 1996. 2^10p. 
RN SEX 02527.OOB) 
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MAKING A D I F F E R E N C E : FEMINIST 
PUBLISHING IN THE SOUTH by U r v a s h i 

Butalia and R i tu M e n o n 
Women ' s p u b l i s h i n g faces 

many cha l l enges in deve l op ing 
c o u n t r i e s . If t h e p u b l i s h i n g 
industry's prob lems are general ly 
daunt ing—lack of cap i t a l , l ack of 
t r a ined p e r s o n n e l , l a c k of 
effective w a y s o f m a r k e t i n g 
books—women ' s p u b l i s h i n g is 
doubly di f f icult . T h i s shor t bu t 
inspir ing monog raph was wr i t t en 
by U r v a s h i B u t a l i a a n d R i t u 
Menon, founders a n d edi tors of 
the w e l l - r e s p e c t e d f e m i n i s t 
publ ish ing outfit, Kali for Wontcti 
based in New De lh i , Ind ia . C i t i n g 
important examples th roughou t 
the South of success fu l women 's 
and feminist p u b l i s h i n g , B u t a l i a 
and Menon show that despi te the 
many obstac les , w o m e n involved 
m social movements arc strongly 
c o m m i t t e d to w o m e n ' s p u b 
lishing. P rob lems of d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
the k i n d s of n e t w o r k w o m e n ' s 
presses have be en ab l e to set 
up, d isas t rous marke t behav iour , 
and the pol i t ics a n d ideology of 
f em in i s t p u b l i s h i n g a r e a l s o 
tackled by B u t a l i a a n d M e n o n . 
F ina l l y , they a l s o d i s c u s s the 
possible d i rec t ions toward w h i c h 
women's p u b l i s h i n g in the S o u t h 
can or m a y go i n the f u t u r e . 
(Massachusetts, USA: Bellagio 
Publishing Network, 1995. 82 p. 
RN COM 02367.OOn) 

Beijing and Beyond 
ASIAN WOMEN'S ALTERNATIVES IN 
ACTION: REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP AT 
THE BEIJING NGO FORUM ON WOMEN 
edited by D c s s a Q u e s a d a a n d 
Lau K i n C h i 

T h i s s l i m v o l u m e g a t h e r s 
together the papers presented by 
women leaders a n d c o m m u n i t y 
workers i n the " W o r k s h o p on 
A l t e rna t i v e s i n A c t i o n a m o n g 
Asian W o m e n " he ld d u r i n g the 
NGO F o r u m on W o m e n in 1995 
in H u a i r o u . The papers ranged 
t h r ou g h a v a r i e t y o f w o m e n ' s 
in i t iat ives: e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u 
cation c u r r i c u l u m i n T h a i l a n d , 

Bangladesh: CWCS and PACT 
Bangladesh/PRIP, 1995. 109p. RN 
DEV02519.00B) 

BEYOND BEIJING: THE NEXT STEP FOR 
WOMEN by J o a n Chi t t i s ter 

Beyond Beijing c h r o n i c l e s 
J o a n C h i t t i s t e r ' s t r i p v i a the 
Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom-organized 
Peace T r a i n f r om H e l s i n k i to 
Be i j i n g for the U n i t e d Na t i ons 
Con fe rence on W o m e n . In th is 
p e r s o n a l j o u r n a l , C h i t t i s t e r 
exp lores the s ign i f i cance of the 

women ' s c red i t coopera t i ves i n 
C h i n a , people-to-people t r a d i n g 
and marke t ing a r rangements in 
J a p a n a n d the Ph i l i pp ines , c lo th 
toy l ibrary, food process ing , a n d 
farmers ' shop. A lso inc luded here 
are an edited t ransc r ip t i on of the 
wo rkshop proceedings, and ref
l ec t ions of the w o r k s h o p orga
n izers o n the a f t e rmath of B e i 
j i ng . (Hong Kong: AJWRC, CSD, 
and RUA, 1996. 73 p. RN DEV 
02548.00B) 

TOWARDS BEUING AND BEYOND: WOMEN 
SHAPING POUCIES IN AREAS OF CONCERN 
edited by K h a l e d a S a l a h u d d i n , 
Ishrat S h a m i m 

T h i s m o n o g r a p h i s a n 
o u t c o m e of t h e t w o - d a y 
r o u n d t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n j o i n t l y 
organized in 1995 by the Centre 
for Women and Children Studies 
(CWCS) a n d PACT Bangladesh/ 
PRIP, i n preparat ion for the Wor ld 
Conference on W o m e n in Bei j ing. 
The d i s cuss i on brought together 
women act iv is ts , N G O workers , 
policy p lanners a n d researchers 
to tackle c r i t i ca l areas of conce rn 
for women in Bang l adesh , a n d 
to put forth a jo in t message a n d 
pol icy document for the Be i j ing 
Conference. The themes tack led 
in the d i s cuss i on , a n d w h i c h are 
documented in th i s m o n o g r a p h 
inc lude economics a n d poverty, 
e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h a n d r e p r o 
d u c t i v e r i g h t s , h u m a n r i g h t s , 
violence against women, po l i t i ca l 
pa r t i c i pa t i on , a n d env i r onmen t 
a n d n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r . (Dhaka, 

U N Conference and its effects on 
the c h a n g i n g s i tuat ion of women 
in today's wor ld . Chi t t i s ter is an 
o rda ined Ca tho l i c n u n a n d past 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e Leadership 
Conference on Women Religious. 
(Kansas, USA: Sheed and Ward, 
1 996. 1 74 p. RN SEX 02520.00B) 

CAIRO, BEIJING, AND BEYOND: A 
HANDBOOK ON ADVOCACY FOR WOMEN 
LEADERS 

T h e p u r p o s e of t h i s 
h a n d b o o k , s a y s i t s p u b l i s h e r 
C e n t r e for D e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
Popu la t i on Act iv i t ies (CEDPA) , is 
to h e l p w o m e n c o n t i n u e the i r 
a d v o c a c y a c t i v i t i e s a f t e r the 
Ca i r o , C o p e n h a g e n a n d Bei j ing 
Conferences. F o c u s i n g on expan
d i n g w o m e n ' s l e a d e r s h i p i n 
development work, the handbook 
presents advocacy strategies i n 
four sect ions: (1) p l a n n i n g for ad
vocacy; (2) t ak ing message to the 
pub l i c ; (3) forging a l l iances; and 
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