
is a subt le concept not easi ly 
t r a n s l a t e d tha t m e a n s e a c h 
one's h u m a n i t y i s expressed 
through h is or her r e la t i onsh ip 
w i t h o t h e r s . I t s s p i r i t i s 
c a p t u r e d i n a X h o s a s a y i n g 
wh ich goes: " U m n t u n g u m n t u 
ngabantu"—"Peop le are people 
through other people . " 

U b u n t u formed the bas is of 
p r e - c o l o n i a l A f r i c a n s o c i a l 
o rgan isat ion w h i c h created a 
spirit of m u t u a l obl igat ion a n d 
respect a m o n g people. It is th i s 
spirit that kept people cheer ful 
in t imes of adversity. In S o u t h 
Afr ica, it he lped m e m be r s of 
the B l a c k majority to survive 
the ravages of apar the id . 

B u t c o l o n i a l i s m a n d 
W e s t e r n c u l t u r e h a v e 
s eve r e l y t e s t e d t h e 
concept. Increas ing­
ly, w i th the growth of 
cap i ta l i sm, despera­
tion, pressure on scarce 
resources a n d the c r ea ­
t i on of m e g a - c i t i e s l i k e 
J o h a n n e s b u r g , the s p i r i t of 
U b u n t u has been d i sappear ­
ing. 

" A c c o r d i n g to W e s t e r n 
c u l t u r e , i t i s one m a n for 
h imsel f a n d G o d for u s a l l , " 
says L i m a k h a t s o N a m o . 
"Peop l e do n o t c a r e a b o u t 
others. B u t here it is different. 
A n e i g h b o u r ' s p r o b l e m i s 
everyone else's p r ob l em . " 

Namo is the admin is t ra t i ve 
d i r e c t o r of t h e P e o p l e ' s 
Dialogue, a non-governmenta l 
organisation at the forefront of 
the H o m e l e s s P e o p l e ' s 
Federation (HPF). The H P F is 
a na t i ona l c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n of p e o p l e -
i n c l u d i n g the w o m e n i n 
Kgo tsong—who b u i l d homes 
for themse l v e s t h r o u g h the 
m o n e y they r a i s e a n d c o n ­
tr ibute to a centra l fund. 

N a m o s a y s t h i s w a y of 
b u i l d i n g h o u s e s i s c a l l e d 
' Le t sema ' i n S iSo tho , one of 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s 1 1 o f f i c i a l 
languages. 

T r ad i t i ona l l y , it a lso ex ­
t e n d e d to o th e r s p h e r e s of 
act iv i ty. 

In the o ld days, members 
of a c o m m u n i t y w o u l d come 
t o g e t h e r e i t h e r to p l o u g h , 
ha r v e s t or u n d e r t a k e some 
other chore for one another . 
Songs wou ld be composed to 
sui t the occas ion a n d l ighten 
the task at h a n d . Beer wou ld 
a l so be brewed a n d served . 
O n c e they f i n i s h e d i t , t he 
people wou ld move on to help 

another househo ld . 
T h r o u g h o u t S o u t h 

A f r i ca , n ine m i l l i o n of 
w h o s e 41 m i l l i o n 

n h a b i t a n t s l ive i n 
shacks and in formal 

e t t l e m e n t s , s u c h 
i n i t i a t i v e s a re b e i n g 

p romo ted , the u n d e r l y i n g 
idea be ing self-reliance. 

" W e do no t o n l y c o m e 
together to bu i l d houses , we 
a l s o come toge the r to t a l k 
about our problems and share 
i d e a s , " s a i d R a c h a e l 
M a s u m p a , c o n v e n e r of the 
scheme in Kgotsong. "We say 
we are f ami l y . If one of u s 
suffers, then we a l l suffer." 

The degree of t rus t bu i l t 
u p among the women is s u c h 
that they obtain loans from the 
cen t ra l fund on the bas is of 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p , w i t h o u t 
co l latera l . 

There are 100 members in 
M a s u m p a ' s s e c t i o n of the 
7 2 , 0 0 0 - s t r o n g s e t t l e m e n t . 
Wo rk ing i n sma l l groups, they 
have so far put u p 28 houses 
through a sav ing scheme they 
collectively contr ibute to. 

" I f one of u s i s b e i n g 

bea t en by h e r h u s b a n d , we 
c ome t oge the r a n d c o u n s e l 
her, ta lk to her about how best 
to deal w i th the s i tuat ion , " says 
E l l en Moreanyane , the owner 
of the house the women are 
current ly wo rk ing on. 

S h e s a y s i t i s a v i t a l 
s u p p o r t m e c h a n i s m i n a 
c u l t u r a l env i ronment that has 
b r o u g h t p e o p l e of d i v e r s e 
b a c k g r o u n d s t o g e t h e r i n 
s ea r ch of j o b s i n the u r b a n 
areas. 
Source: Inter Press Service As ia 
Pacif ic, 22 October 1996 

A L L D O L L E D U P I N N O C E N C E IN 
E V E N I N G G O W N S 
by K a r e n De Wit t , NY T imes 
News Service 

W A S H I N G T O N — M a n y 
A m e r i c a n s have been riveted 
by the t e l e v i s ed - i m a g e s of 
J o n B e n e t R a m s e y , the 
k i n d e r g a r t e n b e a u t y q u e e n 
w h o w a s m u r d e r e d i n h e r 
f a m i l y ' s h o m e i n a w e a l t h y 
n e i g h b o r h o o d of B o u l d e r , 
C o l o r a d o , the d a y a f t e r 
C h r i s t m a s . A s i x - y e a r - o l d , 
J o n B e n e t w a s a l r e a d y a 
v e t e r a n of t h e c h i l d r e n ' s 
pageant c i rcu i t , hav ing won a 
h a l f - d o z e n b e a u t y c r o w n s . 
Ma n y of her photographs show 
h e r p o s e d c o q u e t t i s h l y i n 
showgir l costume and l ipst ick, 
her ha i r a highl ighted blonde. 

W i t h h e r d e a t h , the 
country has had a gl impse into 
th is wor ld , i n w h i c h there is a 
p a g e a n t a l m o s t every day . 
Even infants c a n w i n a crown. 

C h i l d b e a u t y p a g e a n t s 
appear to be another example 
of a n Amer i ca wan t ing to have 
it bo th ways: a paean to the 
b e a u t i f u l i n n o c e n c e t h a t 
c h i l d h o o d s h o u l d be , b u t 
d o l l e d u p w i t h the a u r a of 
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adu l thood . 
"Beau ty pageants i n par ­

t i cu lar b lu r the l ines between 
what is cute a n d what is sen­
sua l , " sa id L a u r a Pappano , a 
v is i t ing scho lar at the M u r r a y n 
R e s e a r c h C e n t e r at R a d c l i f f 
College. 

T o d a y A m e r i c a n s h a v e 
b e come f i x a t e d w i t h the 
safety of the i r c h i l d r e n . 
Horri f ic cr imes l ike the 
k idnap and murder of 
P o l l y K l a a s i n 
Cal i forn ia by a sexua l 
p r e d a t o r i n 1 9 9 3 a n d 
potective measures l ike New 
Jersey 's "Megan's Law" w h i c h 
i n f o r m s n e i g h b o r h o o d s o f 
c o n v i c t e d s e x u a l o f f ende r s , 
i n c r e a s e t h e s e n s e t h a t 
p e d o p h i l e s l u r k by e v e r y 
s c h o o l y a r d fence a n d u n d e r 
every open window. 

W h i l e the threa t of c h i l d 
abuse i s c o n s u m i n g the n a ­
t i o n a l i m a g i n a t i o n , c h i l d l i k e 
models l ike Kate M o s s re ign. 
L a s t A u g u s t , C a l v i n K l e i n 
withdrew a n ad campa i gn that 
m imicked cheesy adu l t videos 
a f ter c r i t i c s , m a n y p a r e n t s 
a m o n g t h e m , l i k e n e d t h e 
images to ch i l d pornography. 

B u t elsewhere i n Amer i ca , 
ch i ld ren i n pageants are he ld 
out to be inspec t ed , rejected 
and crowned. 

Chr i s t ine S h e r m a n , whose 
eight-year-old, Che l sea , is the 
1 9 9 6 f a l l c o v e r m o d e l o f 
Pageant World magaz ine, sa id 
the c h i l d r e n ' s pageant wo r l d 
'br ings a lot of k i d s out of the i r 
shel ls . " 

" M y d a u g h t e r h a s b e e n 
do ing t h i s s ince she w a s 11 
m o n t h s o l d , " S h e r m a n s a i d . 
"She's a h u l a dancer a n d she 
sings. She ho lds several state 
a n d n a t i o n a l t i t l es . 1 t h i n k 
pageants are terr i f ic because 

k i d s get a pos i t i ve a t t i t u tde 
toward themselves." 

V J L a C o u r , p u b l i s h e r of 
Pageant Life magaz ine , s a i d : 
"It's glitz and glitter, a little bit 
of Hol lywood. That 's what the 
little k ids want." 

B u t t h e i r w a n t s p a l e 
b e s i d e the i n t e r e s t s o f 

p a r e n t s a n d a m u l t i ­
m i l l i o n - d o l l a r i n ­

dustry of grooming 
a n d showcas ing . 
Like the smother­

ing father in the fi lm 
Shine, the ch i ld and its 

t a l e n t b e c o m e the 
possessed. 

" I t ' s t he b i g k i d s — t h e 
m o t h e r s — w a n t i n g the l i t t l e 
k i d s to get the glory," said Ted 
C o h e n , p r e s i d e n t of W o r l d 
Pageants Inc., wh i ch publ ishes 
a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i rectory of 
pageants. Amer i can pageants, 
Cohen sa id , represent a b i l l ion-
dol lar-a-year bus iness . 

"You get Procter & Gamble 
par t i c ipat ing i n pageants, you 
k n o w it 's b ig bus iness , " sa id 
C o h e n , w h o a p p r o v e s of 
p a g e a n t s for a d u l t s b u t i s 
t r o u b l e d by those for very 
young ch i ldren . "B lack Velvet 
h a s i t s own pageants . A n d 
Hawa i i an Tropics, the tann ing 
l o t i o n , i s ve ry b i g , m o s t l y 
ch i l d r en . " 

Some f em in i s t s say tha t 
s e x i s m a n d c o m m e r c i a l i s m 
m e a n t h a t a c o u n t r y t h a t 
searches for the bogeyman i n 
its chi ldren 's closets fails to see 
the real ones. 

"The c c m m o d i f i c a t i o n of 
bodies is big bus iness because 
society reinforces stereotypes 
of beauty to keep women i n 
t h e i r p l a c e , " s a i d S h a l e n e 
H e s s e B i b e r , a s s o c i a t e p r o ­
fessor of sociology at Bos t on 
Un i v e r s i t y . "We're a f ra id of 

sexual i ty un l ess you put t insel 
o n i t a n d p a c k a g e i t i n a 
c o n t r o l l e d e n v i r o n m e n t , l ike 
these pageants, w i t h ador ing 
parents . " 

Cami l l e Pagl ia , a feminist 
cr i t ic and professor of h u m a n i ­
ties at the Univers i ty of the Arts 
i n P h i l a d e p h i a , f inds some­
th ing amiss i n the part ic ipat ion 
of c h i l d r e n i n the p a g e a n t 
wor ld . 

"The pageants mark a deep 
s e x u a l d i s t u r b a n c e i n the 
s o c i e t y , a c a n n i b a l i z i n g of 
y o u t h by t h e s e v a m p i r i c 
adu l t s , " she sa id . 

S o m e c h a r a c t e r i z e t h a t 
d i s t u r b a n c e i n t e r m s of a 
n a t i o n a l i l l n e s s , o thers as a 
b l end of B i b l i c a l ent i t l ement 
and good o ld A m e r i c a n upward 
mobi l i ty . 

Anthony Graziano, professor 
of sociology a n d codirector of 
t h e R e s e a r c h C e n t e r for 
C h i l d r e n a n d Y o u t h , at the 
State Univers i ty of New York at 
Buffalo, sa id : "We want to be 
good parents a n d are qu i ck to 
cr i t i c i ze those we see as not 
being good parents . B u t then 
someth ing creeps into th is . It 
is , at its most extreme, a sense 
that we o w n these c h i l d r e n . 
They are objects to mo ld a n d 
do w i th as we like."" 
Source.-Today, 1 January 1997 
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