
b i t ch , " prost i tute and l e sb ian . 
The boys also snapped the 

g ir ls ' bras , stuffed paper down 
their b louses a n d rubbed the i r 
hands u p a n d down g i r ls ' back, 
a c c o r d i n g to Ev e ' s l a w y e r s . 
O n e boy g r a b b e d a g i r l ' s 
breas ts , wh i l e ano the r c u t a 
girl 's ha i r , they sa id . 

"I started to t h i n k maybe I 
a m ug ly a n d m a y b e I a m a 
b i t c h , " Eve s a i d i n a r ecen t 
i n t e r v i e w i n the S c h o h a r i e 
Count ry farmhouse where she 
and her y ounge r s i s te r were 
born. " B y the t ime I left, 1 was 
jus t l ike a wreck. I h a d real ly 
bad posture. 1 was depressed 
a l l the t ime." 

E v e ' s c a s e — o n e o f t h e 
g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f s e x u a l 
harassment l awsu i t s invo lv ing 
shoo l ch i l d r en—cou ld be the 
first federal peer ha rass ­
ment l awsu i t to go to 
t r i a l s e ek ing p u n i ­
t ive damages , s a i d 
Eve ' s a t t o r n e y . C i t y 
Un i ve rs i t y of New Y o r k 
l a w p r o f e s s o r M e r r i c k 
Rosse in . 

A c a s e t r i e d u n d e r 
C a l i f o r n i a l aw ended ea r l i e r 
th i s fal l w i t h a g i r l awa rded 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n damages . Eve ' s 
l a w s u i t do e s n o t spec i f y a 
dol lar amount . 

"There is a difference be­
tween f l i r t ing a n d hur t i ng , sa id 
lawyer Brooks Burdet te of New 
Y o r k C i t y , w h o a l s o i s 
r e p r e s e n t i n g E v e . " W h a t 
h a p p e n e d i n o u r c a s e w a s 
systematic. It was a lot more 
than ch i ldhood horseplay . " 

E v e c l a i m s h e r f o r m e r 
s c h o o l d i s t r i c t 1 0 0 k m 
southwest of A l bany failed to 
protect her from sexual harass ­
ment, v io lat ing Tit le IX of the 
Educa t i on Amendment of 1972 
proh ib i t ing sex d i s c r im ina t i on 

i n schools. A P 
Source: P h i l i p p i n e D a i l y 
Inquirer , 5 November 1996 

3 8 P E R C E N T OF R A P E VICTIMS IN 
S O U T H A F R I C A A R E CHILDREN 

O R A N G E F A R M , S o u t h 
A f r i c a — I n t h i s s t r u g g l i n g 
c o m m u n i t y 2 5 m i l e s o f 
J o h a n n e s b u r g , ch i l d r en have 
become prey. 

A 15-year o ld tells a local 
phys i c i an she is not sure of her 
parentage. She wonders if the 
m a n who says he is her father 
is te l l ing the t r u t h , "because 
every day he wou ld come and 
c l imb on top of me and beat 
me , " s a i d D u m i s o Z u l u , the 
doctor , r e c o u n t i n g the g i r l ' s 
words . 

A m o t h e r r e f u s e s to 
cons ider that the l ikely 

s u s p e c t r e s p o n s i b l e 
for the a n a l sores 
f o u n d on her 2 1 -

m o n t h - o l d b a b y is 
the chi ld 's father. "No, 

it can't be," she told Ve r ina 
S i t h o l e , a n u r s e , w h o l a ­

m e n t s : " Y o u j u s t b e c o m e 
d is turbed for the day if you see 
s u c h a case. ." 

A 12 - y ea r o l d g i r l r u n s 
home c r y ing one day after a 
seemingly nice ne ighborhood 
m a n invites her to visit h i m . It 
was ch i l l ing ly fami l iar scena­
r io , r em in i s c en t of the three 
mon ths of abuse she endured 
two y ea r s ago w h e n a l o ca l 
c l e r g y m a n l u r e d h e r w i t h 
k i n d n e s s a n d spare change , 
then repeatedly raped her and 
s e c u r e d h e r s i l e n c e w i t h 
threats to k i l l her mother. 

C h i l d r a p e — a n d rape i n 
genera l— has emerged as the 
new S o u t h Africa's ugly secret, 
p e r h a p s the mos t a l a r m i n g 
a s p e c t of a n a t i o n w i d e ex­

p los ion of cr ime. 
Nat ionwide, reported cases 

of c h i l d rape have increased 
d ramat i ca l l y i n recent years, 
from 7,559 i n 1994 to 10, 037 
i n 1995 , to 13,859 in 1996, 
a c c o r d i n g to n a t i o n a l pol ice 
s tat is t i cs . 

Overal l , Sou th Afr ica may 
h a v e t h e h i g h e s t r a t e of 
r epo r t ed rape i n the w o r l d , 
police say. Based on total rape 
f i g u r e s for t h e f i r s t e i gh t 
mon ths of 1996, S o u t h Africa's 
rate of 141 reported rapes per 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 f e m a l e s i s a l m o s t 
double the U S rate for 1995 of 
72 rapes per 100,000 females, 
accord ing to law enforcement 
s tat is t i cs from both countr ies . 
C h i l d rapes account for about 
38 percent of S o u t h Afr ica 's 
tota l rape caseload. 
Source: T o d a y , 19 February 
1997 

S O U T H A F R I C A - D E V E L O P M E N T : 
R E K I N D L I N G T H E C U L T U R E OF 
U B U N T U 
by G u m i s a i M u t u m e 

K G O T S O N G , S o u t h Afr ica-
A group of five women s ing in 
the b l a z i n g O c t o b e r s u n as 
they toss b u i l d i n g mater ia ls to 
each other. 

They a lso m i x the cement, 
fetch the water a n d ass is t the 
m a n l a y i n g the b r i c k s . The 
house be longs to one of the 
five. W h e n they comp l e t e it 
they w i l l start on another un t i l 
a l l are bui l t . 

Genera l ly , people no longer 
b u i l d houses in th is manner . 
B u t here i n Kgotsong, a former 
B l a cks - on l y t o w n s h i p located 
some 2 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s ou t of 
J o h a n n e s b u r g , the s p i r i t of 
U b u n t u is be ing rek ind led and 
played out. 

U b u n t u involves shar ing . It 
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is a subt le concept not easi ly 
t r a n s l a t e d tha t m e a n s e a c h 
one's h u m a n i t y i s expressed 
through h is or her r e la t i onsh ip 
w i t h o t h e r s . I t s s p i r i t i s 
c a p t u r e d i n a X h o s a s a y i n g 
wh ich goes: " U m n t u n g u m n t u 
ngabantu"—"Peop le are people 
through other people . " 

U b u n t u formed the bas is of 
p r e - c o l o n i a l A f r i c a n s o c i a l 
o rgan isat ion w h i c h created a 
spirit of m u t u a l obl igat ion a n d 
respect a m o n g people. It is th i s 
spirit that kept people cheer ful 
in t imes of adversity. In S o u t h 
Afr ica, it he lped m e m be r s of 
the B l a c k majority to survive 
the ravages of apar the id . 

B u t c o l o n i a l i s m a n d 
W e s t e r n c u l t u r e h a v e 
s eve r e l y t e s t e d t h e 
concept. Increas ing­
ly, w i th the growth of 
cap i ta l i sm, despera­
tion, pressure on scarce 
resources a n d the c r ea ­
t i on of m e g a - c i t i e s l i k e 
J o h a n n e s b u r g , the s p i r i t of 
U b u n t u has been d i sappear ­
ing. 

" A c c o r d i n g to W e s t e r n 
c u l t u r e , i t i s one m a n for 
h imsel f a n d G o d for u s a l l , " 
says L i m a k h a t s o N a m o . 
"Peop l e do n o t c a r e a b o u t 
others. B u t here it is different. 
A n e i g h b o u r ' s p r o b l e m i s 
everyone else's p r ob l em . " 

Namo is the admin is t ra t i ve 
d i r e c t o r of t h e P e o p l e ' s 
Dialogue, a non-governmenta l 
organisation at the forefront of 
the H o m e l e s s P e o p l e ' s 
Federation (HPF). The H P F is 
a na t i ona l c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n of p e o p l e -
i n c l u d i n g the w o m e n i n 
Kgo tsong—who b u i l d homes 
for themse l v e s t h r o u g h the 
m o n e y they r a i s e a n d c o n ­
tr ibute to a centra l fund. 

N a m o s a y s t h i s w a y of 
b u i l d i n g h o u s e s i s c a l l e d 
' Le t sema ' i n S iSo tho , one of 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s 1 1 o f f i c i a l 
languages. 

T r ad i t i ona l l y , it a lso ex ­
t e n d e d to o th e r s p h e r e s of 
act iv i ty. 

In the o ld days, members 
of a c o m m u n i t y w o u l d come 
t o g e t h e r e i t h e r to p l o u g h , 
ha r v e s t or u n d e r t a k e some 
other chore for one another . 
Songs wou ld be composed to 
sui t the occas ion a n d l ighten 
the task at h a n d . Beer wou ld 
a l so be brewed a n d served . 
O n c e they f i n i s h e d i t , t he 
people wou ld move on to help 

another househo ld . 
T h r o u g h o u t S o u t h 

A f r i ca , n ine m i l l i o n of 
w h o s e 41 m i l l i o n 

n h a b i t a n t s l ive i n 
shacks and in formal 

e t t l e m e n t s , s u c h 
i n i t i a t i v e s a re b e i n g 

p romo ted , the u n d e r l y i n g 
idea be ing self-reliance. 

" W e do no t o n l y c o m e 
together to bu i l d houses , we 
a l s o come toge the r to t a l k 
about our problems and share 
i d e a s , " s a i d R a c h a e l 
M a s u m p a , c o n v e n e r of the 
scheme in Kgotsong. "We say 
we are f ami l y . If one of u s 
suffers, then we a l l suffer." 

The degree of t rus t bu i l t 
u p among the women is s u c h 
that they obtain loans from the 
cen t ra l fund on the bas is of 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p , w i t h o u t 
co l latera l . 

There are 100 members in 
M a s u m p a ' s s e c t i o n of the 
7 2 , 0 0 0 - s t r o n g s e t t l e m e n t . 
Wo rk ing i n sma l l groups, they 
have so far put u p 28 houses 
through a sav ing scheme they 
collectively contr ibute to. 

" I f one of u s i s b e i n g 

bea t en by h e r h u s b a n d , we 
c ome t oge the r a n d c o u n s e l 
her, ta lk to her about how best 
to deal w i th the s i tuat ion , " says 
E l l en Moreanyane , the owner 
of the house the women are 
current ly wo rk ing on. 

S h e s a y s i t i s a v i t a l 
s u p p o r t m e c h a n i s m i n a 
c u l t u r a l env i ronment that has 
b r o u g h t p e o p l e of d i v e r s e 
b a c k g r o u n d s t o g e t h e r i n 
s ea r ch of j o b s i n the u r b a n 
areas. 
Source: Inter Press Service As ia 
Pacif ic, 22 October 1996 

A L L D O L L E D U P I N N O C E N C E IN 
E V E N I N G G O W N S 
by K a r e n De Wit t , NY T imes 
News Service 

W A S H I N G T O N — M a n y 
A m e r i c a n s have been riveted 
by the t e l e v i s ed - i m a g e s of 
J o n B e n e t R a m s e y , the 
k i n d e r g a r t e n b e a u t y q u e e n 
w h o w a s m u r d e r e d i n h e r 
f a m i l y ' s h o m e i n a w e a l t h y 
n e i g h b o r h o o d of B o u l d e r , 
C o l o r a d o , the d a y a f t e r 
C h r i s t m a s . A s i x - y e a r - o l d , 
J o n B e n e t w a s a l r e a d y a 
v e t e r a n of t h e c h i l d r e n ' s 
pageant c i rcu i t , hav ing won a 
h a l f - d o z e n b e a u t y c r o w n s . 
Ma n y of her photographs show 
h e r p o s e d c o q u e t t i s h l y i n 
showgir l costume and l ipst ick, 
her ha i r a highl ighted blonde. 

W i t h h e r d e a t h , the 
country has had a gl impse into 
th is wor ld , i n w h i c h there is a 
p a g e a n t a l m o s t every day . 
Even infants c a n w i n a crown. 

C h i l d b e a u t y p a g e a n t s 
appear to be another example 
of a n Amer i ca wan t ing to have 
it bo th ways: a paean to the 
b e a u t i f u l i n n o c e n c e t h a t 
c h i l d h o o d s h o u l d be , b u t 
d o l l e d u p w i t h the a u r a of 

W o m e n i n A c t i o n N o . 3 , 1 9 9 6 9 


