
CAMBODIA RATES HIGHEST IN 
H I V INFECTION IN S E A 

H e a l t h w o r k e r s i n 
C a m b o d i a est imate that t h i s 
country of 10 m i l l i on now h a s 
the highest HIV infect ion rate 
in Southeast As i a and wi l l post 
400 ,000 A IDS cases by year 
2000. 

The e s t ima te c ame f rom 
the latest H I V / A I D S survey 
w h i c h f ound the n u m b e r of 
HIV-posi t ive cases to be be­
tween 100,000 a n d 150,000, 
double the n u m b e r recorded 
in November last year. 

Ann ie Ca r r y of the Wor ld 
H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n (WHO) 
n o t e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e 
increase c a n be a t t r ibuted 
more to better a n d more 
accurate test ing t h a n 
to an ac tua l j u m p in 
the n u m b e r of new 
cases. 
Source: Ph i l ipp ine Dai ly 
Inquirer, 6 August 1996 

CASTRATION OR DEATH FOR 
RAPISTS 

L I M A , P e r u — T h e 
A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l h a s 
proposed that rap is ts receive 
the death penalty or chemica l 
cas t ra t ion , after police found 
the bodies of four y o u n g gir ls 
w h o were a p p a r e n t l y r a p e d 
a n d m u r d e r e d . " D r a s t i c p u ­
n i shment shou ld be appl ied to 
r a p i s t s , s u c h as the d e a t h 
penalty or cas t ra t i on , " B l a n c a 
Nel ida Co l an sa id . 

She added that the govern­
ment w i l l s tudy the poss ib i l i ty 
of u s i n g C a l i f o r n i a s t a t e 
leg is lature. 

Peru's Cons t i tu t i on a l lows 
the d e a t h p e n a l t y o n l y for 
t reason d u r i n g t ime of war. 

T h e b o d i e s o f the f o u r 
ch i l d r en , ages 7 to 13, were 
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found Tuesday i n the town of 
Parcona, 280 k m southeast of 
L i m a , after residents came to 
the a id of another ch i l d who 
was screaming as her abductor 
tr ied to rape her. 
Source: P h i l i p p i n e D a i l y 
Inquirer, 10 September 1996. 

MOVEMENT AGAINST DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE ESCALATES IN KOREA 

T h e m o v e m e n t a g a i n s t 
domest ic violence i n Korea has 
in tens i f i ed fo l lowing a n i n c i ­
dent where a n elderly woman 
found hersel f k i l l i ng her son-
in- law to stop the man 's cons­
tant abuse of her daughter. 

The Spec ia l Commit tee 
to Promote the Legislation 

of the Act to Prevent 
Domestic Violence, a 
coa l i t i on composed 
of the K o r e a n Wo­

m e n ' s A s s o c i a t i o n s 
U n i t e d a n d 10 o t h e r 

organizat ions, is lobbying for 
legislat ion to prevent domestic 
v io lence. 

The group is also demand­
ing the release of Lee Sang-hee 
who k i l l ed her son- in- law for 
h a b i t u a l l y a b u s i n g h e r 
daughter . 

"Th is is an incident w h i c h 
made us realize the ser ious­
ness of domestic violence," the 
committee sa id . "The chief of 
the police stat ion who d id not 
d i s p a t c h pol ice, a l t hough he 
received a report of the v io­
l e n c e , s h o u l d be h e l d 
r e s p o n s i b l e , a n d the Ac t to 
P r e v e n t D o m e s t i c V i o l e n c e 
s h o u l d be l e g i s l a t e d i m ­
mediate ly . " 

A c a m p a i g n to c o l l e c t 
s i gna tures i n suppo r t of the 
committee 's demands has also 
been carr ied out. 

A s well , hear ings have been 

he ld a n d experts consul ted on 
the draft of the Act to Prevent 
D o m e s t i c V i o l e n c e p r epa r ed 
l as t M a y . The f i n a l b i l l was 
expected to be completed by 
J u l y . 

The Korea Women's Hotl ine 
also p l ans to ho ld a 'Cit izens 
F o r u m for F a m i l i e s w i t h o u t 
Vio lence a n d a Society wi thout 
V i o l e n c e ' i n s ix ma jor c i t i es 
i n c l u d i n g Seou l . 
Source: Ko rean Women Today, 
No. 51 , Summer 1996 

WORLDWIDE SUPPORT SPARES 
FILMMAKER FROM DEATH 

A C h a d i a n j o u r n a l i s t -
f i lmmaker l i v ing unde r a death 
fatwa because of her f i lm on 
f e m a l e g e n i t a l m u t i l a t i o n 
b e l i e v e s a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c a m p a i g n m o u n t e d i n h e r 
suppor t may have saved her 
life. 

"If you hadn ' t stepped i n , 
t h e r e w o u l d h a v e b e e n no 
react ion, a n d God knows what 
wou ld have happened to me by 
now," Z a r a Yacoub wrote to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y net ­
w o r k W o m e n L i v i n g U n d e r 
M u s l i m L a w s . " Today I a m 
conv inced that the struggle for 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t s i s a n i s s u e 
beyond n a t i o n a l boundar i es , " 
she added. 

Yacoub , who works for the 
C h a d i a n s t a t e t e l e v i s i o n 
s ta t ion , h a d presented her f i lm 
Dilemme au feminin du r ing the 
"Women Empower ing C o m m u ­
n i c a t i o n " c o n f e r e n c e i n 
T h a i l a n d in 1994 a n d i n the 
'Wor ld Congress i n C o m m u ­
n i c a t i o n for H u m a n Dign i ty ' 
o r g a n i z e d by t h e W o r l d 
A s s o c i a t i o n for C h r i s t i a n 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n (WACC ) i n 
1 9 9 5 i n M e x i c o C i t y . T h e 
video 's power fu l images a n d 
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t e s t i r r o n i e s f r o m w o m e n 
who nad suffered devasta­
t ing phys ica l and psycholo­
gical effects of female genita l 
m u t i l a t i o n h a d s i gn i f i c an t 
impact on the audience . 

O n her r e tu rn to C h a d , 
however, Yacoub discovered 
that, l ike S a l m a n R u s h d i e 
and Ta l i sma Nasreen before 
her, she h a d i r k e d the 
I s l a m i c e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t . S h e h a s 
s ince l i v e d i n a 
d e a d l y a t m o s ­
phere of threats a n d 
in t imidat ion . 

Hear ing of her case, a 
group of women i n Senegal 
who were part of the Women 
Living U n d e r M u s l i m Laws 
network mobi l i zed women 's 
and h u m a n r ights organiza­
tions in a mass ive campa i gn 
to p u t p r e s s u r e o n t h e 
Chadian author i t ies . Speak­
ing to a Senega lese news­
paper, Yacoub recal led, "The 
let ters c a m e f r o m A f r i c a , 
Europe , U S A , f r om every­
where. They were sent to the 
President and the M in i s t r y of 
Jus t i ce . . . . People i n the 
P r e s i d e n c y h a v e t o l d me 
that , s e e i n g a l l t h i s , the 
Pres ident ca l l ed the i m a m 
a n d a s k e d h i m to s t o p 
b e c a u s e t h e a f f a i r w a s 
getting out of h a n d . " 
Source: A c t i o n , No . 191 
June/July 1996 

R P WIVES MORE L IKELY TO B E 
KILLED THAN A u S S I E S 

S Y D N E Y , A u s t r a l i a -
Young Fi l ip ino women l i v ing 
in A u s t r a l i a are five t imes 
more likely to be k i l l ed t h a n 
t h e i r A u s t r a l i a n c o u n t e r ­
parts, according to a report 
released Friday. 

The reports also found that 
F i l ip ino women who migrate to 
A u s t r a l i a a s a s p o n s o r e d 
spouse of par tner are " pa r t i ­
cu la r l y vu lnerab le " to domestic 
v io lence. 

T h e r e p o r t , " V i o l e n c e 
Aga inst F i l ip ino Women, " was 
p r oduced by the Ins t i tute of 

Cr imino logy at the Univer ­
sity of Sydney. 

i t s a y s t h a t be ­
t w e e n 1 9 8 9 a n d 
1 9 9 2 t h e a n n u a l 
rate of homic ide for 

w o m e n b o r n i n the 
P h i l i p p i n e s a n d a g e d 

between 20 and 39 was 5.6 
i n 100,000, compared w i th 1 
i n 100,000 for Aus t ra l i ans . 

C e n t e r for P h i l i p p i n e 
C o n c e r n s A u s t r a l i a s p o k e s ­
woman Me lba Marg inson said 
v i o l e n c e w a s a n o n - g o i n g 
prob lem. 

"I t h i n k v io lence aga ins t 
F i l i p i n o w o m e n w i l l s t i l l 
c o n t i n u e because more a n d 
more the present government 
is no t . . . l e ad ing i n p u t t i n g a 
stop to r ac i sm i n th is country , " 
she sa id . 

I hope th is report w i l l serve 
as a b i g r e m i n d e r to the 
present government. A lso it is 
a good reminder for those who 
have been say ing , we A s i a n s 
are hav ing it easy here. 

"We a r e n o t . So m a n y 
m u r d e r s have o c c u r r e d . . . 
(and) it is not only happen ing 
i n t h e F i l i p i n o w o m e n ' s 
c o m m u n i t y . " 

L a u n c h i n g t h e r e p o r t , 
"Race D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , " C o m ­
miss ioner Z i t a Anton ios sa id it 
came at a t ime when there was 
a major r a c i s m debate going on 
i n Aus t ra l i a . 

" R a c i s m is a po i son , " she 
told guests at New Sou th Wales 
Par l iament House. 

"It is not s o m e t h i n g y ou 
release from t ime to t ime in the 
na t i ona l interest . " 

" T h e r e a re s e r i o u s c o n ­
s equences for no t a t t a c k i n g 
rac i sm and for not stopping it 
as soon as it emerges." 

" T h e r e a re s o c i a l c o s t s , 
there are economic costs and 
there are po l i t i c a l costs a n d 
economic costs and there are 
pol i t ica l costs a n d 1 th ink it is 
a very important message a l l of 
u s shou ld be t h i n k i n g about in 
the current env ironment , " she 
sa id w i thout d irect ly n a m i n g 
federal independent member 
for Par l iament Paul ine Hcinson, 
whose m a i d e n speech near ly 
two m o n t h s ago sparked the 
current immigrat ion debate. AP 
Source: P h i l i p p i n e D a i l y 
Inquirer , 30 October 1996 

G I R L C R I E S S E X U A L H A R A S S ­
M E N T IN S C H O O L 

S T A M F O R D , New Y o r k — 
N in th -g rader Eve B r u n e a u is 
now in a new schoo l earn ing 
h i g h m a r k s , s e r v i n g as a 
c a p t a i n of her j u n i o r vars i ty 
soccer team a n d p lay ing flute 
and saxophone i n the band. 

Three years ago, at South 
Kor t r ight Cen t ra l School , she 
w a s d e p r e s s e d , c r i e d f re­
quent ly and begged her mother 
to let her stay home. She didn't 
feel safe. Previously a straight-
A s t u d e n t , s h e h a d f a i l i n g 
grades. 

The reason she was forced 
to change schools, accord ing to 
h e r l a w s u i t a g a i n s t S o u t h 
Kor t r i gh t—sexua l harassment . 

The federal lawsui t , wh i ch 
s t a r t e d t r i a l M o n d a y i n 
B i n g h a m t o n , c l a ims that boys 
i n E v e ' s s i x t h - g r a d e c l a s s 
c a l l e d h e r a n d o t h e r g i r l s 
n a m e s s u c h a s " d o g - f a c e d 
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