
CAMBODIA RATES HIGHEST IN 
H I V INFECTION IN S E A 

H e a l t h w o r k e r s i n 
C a m b o d i a est imate that t h i s 
country of 10 m i l l i on now h a s 
the highest HIV infect ion rate 
in Southeast As i a and wi l l post 
400 ,000 A IDS cases by year 
2000. 

The e s t ima te c ame f rom 
the latest H I V / A I D S survey 
w h i c h f ound the n u m b e r of 
HIV-posi t ive cases to be be­
tween 100,000 a n d 150,000, 
double the n u m b e r recorded 
in November last year. 

Ann ie Ca r r y of the Wor ld 
H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n (WHO) 
n o t e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e 
increase c a n be a t t r ibuted 
more to better a n d more 
accurate test ing t h a n 
to an ac tua l j u m p in 
the n u m b e r of new 
cases. 
Source: Ph i l ipp ine Dai ly 
Inquirer, 6 August 1996 

CASTRATION OR DEATH FOR 
RAPISTS 

L I M A , P e r u — T h e 
A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l h a s 
proposed that rap is ts receive 
the death penalty or chemica l 
cas t ra t ion , after police found 
the bodies of four y o u n g gir ls 
w h o were a p p a r e n t l y r a p e d 
a n d m u r d e r e d . " D r a s t i c p u ­
n i shment shou ld be appl ied to 
r a p i s t s , s u c h as the d e a t h 
penalty or cas t ra t i on , " B l a n c a 
Nel ida Co l an sa id . 

She added that the govern­
ment w i l l s tudy the poss ib i l i ty 
of u s i n g C a l i f o r n i a s t a t e 
leg is lature. 

Peru's Cons t i tu t i on a l lows 
the d e a t h p e n a l t y o n l y for 
t reason d u r i n g t ime of war. 

T h e b o d i e s o f the f o u r 
ch i l d r en , ages 7 to 13, were 
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found Tuesday i n the town of 
Parcona, 280 k m southeast of 
L i m a , after residents came to 
the a id of another ch i l d who 
was screaming as her abductor 
tr ied to rape her. 
Source: P h i l i p p i n e D a i l y 
Inquirer, 10 September 1996. 

MOVEMENT AGAINST DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE ESCALATES IN KOREA 

T h e m o v e m e n t a g a i n s t 
domest ic violence i n Korea has 
in tens i f i ed fo l lowing a n i n c i ­
dent where a n elderly woman 
found hersel f k i l l i ng her son-
in- law to stop the man 's cons­
tant abuse of her daughter. 

The Spec ia l Commit tee 
to Promote the Legislation 

of the Act to Prevent 
Domestic Violence, a 
coa l i t i on composed 
of the K o r e a n Wo­

m e n ' s A s s o c i a t i o n s 
U n i t e d a n d 10 o t h e r 

organizat ions, is lobbying for 
legislat ion to prevent domestic 
v io lence. 

The group is also demand­
ing the release of Lee Sang-hee 
who k i l l ed her son- in- law for 
h a b i t u a l l y a b u s i n g h e r 
daughter . 

"Th is is an incident w h i c h 
made us realize the ser ious­
ness of domestic violence," the 
committee sa id . "The chief of 
the police stat ion who d id not 
d i s p a t c h pol ice, a l t hough he 
received a report of the v io­
l e n c e , s h o u l d be h e l d 
r e s p o n s i b l e , a n d the Ac t to 
P r e v e n t D o m e s t i c V i o l e n c e 
s h o u l d be l e g i s l a t e d i m ­
mediate ly . " 

A c a m p a i g n to c o l l e c t 
s i gna tures i n suppo r t of the 
committee 's demands has also 
been carr ied out. 

A s well , hear ings have been 

he ld a n d experts consul ted on 
the draft of the Act to Prevent 
D o m e s t i c V i o l e n c e p r epa r ed 
l as t M a y . The f i n a l b i l l was 
expected to be completed by 
J u l y . 

The Korea Women's Hotl ine 
also p l ans to ho ld a 'Cit izens 
F o r u m for F a m i l i e s w i t h o u t 
Vio lence a n d a Society wi thout 
V i o l e n c e ' i n s ix ma jor c i t i es 
i n c l u d i n g Seou l . 
Source: Ko rean Women Today, 
No. 51 , Summer 1996 

WORLDWIDE SUPPORT SPARES 
FILMMAKER FROM DEATH 

A C h a d i a n j o u r n a l i s t -
f i lmmaker l i v ing unde r a death 
fatwa because of her f i lm on 
f e m a l e g e n i t a l m u t i l a t i o n 
b e l i e v e s a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c a m p a i g n m o u n t e d i n h e r 
suppor t may have saved her 
life. 

"If you hadn ' t stepped i n , 
t h e r e w o u l d h a v e b e e n no 
react ion, a n d God knows what 
wou ld have happened to me by 
now," Z a r a Yacoub wrote to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y net ­
w o r k W o m e n L i v i n g U n d e r 
M u s l i m L a w s . " Today I a m 
conv inced that the struggle for 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t s i s a n i s s u e 
beyond n a t i o n a l boundar i es , " 
she added. 

Yacoub , who works for the 
C h a d i a n s t a t e t e l e v i s i o n 
s ta t ion , h a d presented her f i lm 
Dilemme au feminin du r ing the 
"Women Empower ing C o m m u ­
n i c a t i o n " c o n f e r e n c e i n 
T h a i l a n d in 1994 a n d i n the 
'Wor ld Congress i n C o m m u ­
n i c a t i o n for H u m a n Dign i ty ' 
o r g a n i z e d by t h e W o r l d 
A s s o c i a t i o n for C h r i s t i a n 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n (WACC ) i n 
1 9 9 5 i n M e x i c o C i t y . T h e 
video 's power fu l images a n d 
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