
BOUGAINVILLE: INTERNATIONAL 
ACTION ESSENTIAL AS VIOLA
TIONS CONTINUE 

S Y D N E Y — O n F e b r u a r y 
2 4 t h , A m n e s t y I n t e rna t i ona l 
released a press release urg ing 
a l l to suppor t the Bouga inv i l l e 
people i n the Pacif ic to put a 
s top to the " d e l i b e r a t e a n d 
u n l a w f u l k i l l i n g s a n d d i s 
a p p e a r a n c e s t h a t c o n t i n u e 
u n a b a t e d i n the p rov ince of 
B o u g a i n v i l l e , P a p u a N e w 
Gu inea (PNG)." 

" P r e v i o u s p r o m i s e s f r om 
the P N G Gove rnment to ha l t 
the v i o l a t i o n s have p r o v e d 
empty," Amnes ty Internat ional 
s a i d . " I t ' s t i m e t h e i n t e r 
nat iona l c o m m u n i t y ca l led on 
PNG to account for the act ions 
of its defence forces." 

Amnesty Internat iona l has 
c o m p i l e d a 5 0 - p a g e r e p o r t 
based on the i r f irst r e sea rch 
t r i p to t h e p r o v i n c e . T h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , howeve r , w a s 
denied p e r m i s s i o n f rom the 
a u t h o r i t i e s to t r a v e l to the 
is land of Bouga inv i l l e itself. 

"After eight years of confl ict 
in B o u g a i n v i l l e be tween the 
PNG Defence Force (PNGDF) 
and the a r m e d s e c e s s i o n i s t 
B o u g a i n v i l l e R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
Army (BRA), the P N G Govern
ment is do ing l ittle or n o t h i n g 
to s t o p t h e h u m a n r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s i n the p r o v i n c e " 
A m n e s t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l r e 
ported. 

The g roup k n o w s of on ly 
one case s ince 1989 that has 
been thorough ly invest igated 
by the author i t i es a n d no case 
that has been prosecuted . 

The P N G D F a n d members 
of the g o v e r n m e n t - b a c k e d 
paramil itary Res istance Forces 
were responsible for at least 44 
unlawful or ind i sc r imina te k i l l 
ings or disappearances in 1996 
alone. 

"Poor d i s c i p l i n e , a w e a k 
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c h a i n of c o m m a n d a n d a n 
unw i l l i n gness to ho ld i nd i v i 
d u a l s r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e i r 
act ions have created a cu l tu re 
of i m p u n i t y i n B o u g a i n v i l l e 
a n d c o n t r i b u t e d to t h e 
con t inu ing cycle of v io lat ions, " 
the wa tch group sa id . 

A n o t h e r c o n c e r n of the 
group is that the P N G D F and 
the Resistance Forces operate 
v i r t u a l l y f ree f r o m p u b l i c 
s c r u t i n y because of r e s t r i c 
t i o n s i m p o s e d by the P N G 
au tho r i t i e s o n access to the 
m e d i a a n d independen t h u 
m a n r ights moni tors . 

Amnes t y In t e rna t i ona l i s 
c a l l i n g o n the g o v e r n m e n t s 
represented at the for thcom
ing 53rd Sess ion of the Un i t ed 
Na t i ons C o m m i s s i o n on H u 
m a n R igh ts on M a r c h 24 to 
A p r i l 11 to pressure the P N G 
author i t ies to b r ing an end to 
the v iolat ions i n Bougainv i l le , 
prosecute the offenders a n d 
provide just ice for the v ic t ims. 
A l though previous resolut ions 
of the C o m m i s s i o n have not 
been fully implemented by the 
PNG Government, Bougainvi l le 
was not d i scussed at the 1996 
sess ion . 

"The people of Bougainv i l l e 
have a r i gh t to j u s t i c e . The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y 
canno t c lose i t s eyes to the 
contempt of the P N G Govern
m e n t to h u m a n r i g h t s o n 
Bouga inv i l l e , " Amnes ty Inter
na t i ona l sa id . 

The U N M e e t i n g w i l l be 
he ld at the U N headquar ters 
in New York, N.Y., 10017, USA . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e 
group's report also documents 
d e l i b e r a t e a n d a r b i t r a r y 
k i l l ings commit ted by the BRA . 
O t h e r o r gan i z a t i ons are en 
j o i n e d to c o n d e m n t h e s e 
abuses and to urge the B R A 
to u p h o l d i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u 
m a n i t a r i a n law, cease ho ld ing 

p r i s o n e r s as h o s t a g e s a n d 
prevent deliberate or arbi trary 
k i l l i ngs . 
Source: Amnes ty Internat ional 
Homepage v i a Internet E -ma i l : 
a b a r n e s @ a m n e s t y . o r g . u k / 
ht tp ://www.amnesty .org 

P E A C E PETITION FROM WOMEN 
OF T H E WORLD TO GOVERN
MENTS OF THE WORLD 

A s of e n d - F e b r u a r y , the 
pet i t ion in i t ia l l y co-sponsored 
by the CCIA-Wor ld C o u n c i l of 
C h u r c h e s a n d the I n t e r n a 
t i ona l Peace B u r e a u , and sent 
wor ldwide by the Internat ional 
Women 's T r ibune Centre, had 
more t h a n 6 0 organ iza t iona l 
c o - s p o n s o r s r e p r e s e n t i n g 
e v e r y w o r l d r e g i o n . T h e 
W o m e n of the W o r l d Peace 
Pet i t ion to Governments of the 
Wor ld was l a u n c h e d on M a r c h 
6 at a s p e c i a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
W o m e n ' s D a y e ven t at the 
Un i t ed Nat ions on "Women at 
the Peace Table. " 

S ignatures for the pet i t ion 
r e p r o d u c e d b e l o w w i l l be 
collected u n t i l Augus t 30 when 
a more formal presentat ion wi l l 
be made to the next President 
of the U N Genera l Assembly at 
t h e o p e n i n g of the 5 2 n d 
Sess ion . (The pet i t ion is also 
c i r c u l a t e d o n I n t e r n e t v i a 
G l o b a l N e t , a n d ava i l ab l e i n 
F r e n c h , S p a n i s h , Arab ic and 
Russ ian. ) 

Petition From Women of the 
World to the Governments of 

the World: 
We are h o r r i f i e d at the 

leve ls of v i o l ence w i t n e s s e d 
d u r i n g th i s c en tury a n d that 
women a n d c h i l d r e n are the 
p r i m a r y v i c t i m s of wa r a n d 
poverty. O n behal f of society at 
l a r g e , we, the u n d e r s i g n e d 
women of the wor ld , demand 
that a n n u a l l y for the next five 
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years, at least five percent of na t i ona l mi l i tary 
expendi tures be redirected to hea l th , educat ion 
a n d employment programs. By do ing so, one-
h a l f b i l l i on do l l a rs a day w o u l d be re leased 
w o r l d w i d e for p r o g r a m s to i m p r o v e l i v i n g 
s tandards . 

We a lso d e m a n d t h a t wa r , l i k e s lavery , 
co lon ia l i sm a n d apar the id , be delegit imized as 
a n acceptable form of soc ia l behavior, a n d that 
governments a n d c iv i l society together develop 
new ins t i tu t i ons that do not resort to violence 
for the sett lement of d isputes . 

Together we commi t ourselves, as ha l f of the 
world 's popu la t ion , to use ou r power to ensure 
t h a t t h e s e d e m a n d s , w h i c h w i l l p r o m o t e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace a n d s e c u r i t y , are met 
through leg is lat ion a n d ac t ion . We resolve that 
we w i l l inaugura te a new century that rejects 
warfare a n d promotes wel l -being, jus t i ce and 
h u m a n r ights . 

Petition Co-sponsors: 
(as of 28 February 1997) 

1. Arab Lawyers Union (Egypt) 
2. Asian Women's Human Rights Council 
(Philippines) 
3. Association de Solidarite des Femmes 
Rwandaises (Rwanda) 
4. Association of Women of the Mediterranean 
Region (Cyprus) 
5. Bamard-Boecker Centre Foundation (Canada) 
6. BATIS Center for Women (Philippines) 
7. Body Shop (UK) 
8. CADEF (Mali) 
9. Canadian Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women in Nova Scotia 
10. Canadian Voice of Women for Peace, 
Catholics for a Free Choice (USA) 
11. Catholic Institute of Education (South Africa) 
12. CCIA of World Council of Churches (Geneva) 
Change (UK) 
13. Centre de Investigation Social Formacion y 
Estudios de la Mujer-CISFEM (Venezuela) 
14. Coordination of Women's Advocacy (Geneva) 
15. Development Action for Women Network 
(Philippines) 
16. Enda Inter-Arabe environnement & 
developpment du monde arabe (Tunisia) 
17. Fundacion Servicio, Paz y Justicia (Argentina) 
18. Grandmothers for Peace International (USA) 
19. Initiatives des Femmes Africaines de France 
et d'Europe (France), 
20. International Association for Women's Rights 
and Solidarity with Iranian Women (France) 

21. International Peace Bureau (Geneva and New 
York) 
22. International Solidarity Network of Women 
Living Under Muslim Laws (France) 
23. International Women's Tribune Centre (New 
York) 
24. Isis/Women's International Cross-Cuitural 
Exchange (Uganda) 
25. Israel Women's Network (Israel) 
26. Kyandondo Young Single Mothers' Group 
(Uganda) 
27. LILA Pilipina (Philippines) 
28. Ministry of Gender and Children's Affairs 
(Sierra Leone) 
29. Mira Senteret (Norway) 
30. National Clearinghouse on Marital and Date 
Rape (USA) 
31. Nova Scotia Voice of Women for Peace 
(Canada) 
32. Peace Action (USA) 
33. Quilombo-Centro Ecumenico Feminino da 
Diaspora Negra (Brazil) 
34. Quixote Center (USA) 
35. SAFTINET/Domestic Violence Center (New 
Zealand) 
36. Sisters ofLoretto (USA) 
37. Society of the Sacred Heart (Australia, 
Canada, Kenya, New Zealand, and Uganda 
Provinces) 
38. Sociologists for Women in Society (USA) 
39. Stichting Vrouwenhuis (Netherlands) 
40. Swiss Peace Foundation 
41. Taller Salud (Puerto Rico) 
42. 31st December Women's Movement (Ghana) 
43. Trickle Up Program (USA) 
44. Union de Mujeres Negras (Venezuela) 
45. WAND-Women's Action for New Directions 
(USA) 
46. WEDO-Women's Environment and 
Development Organization (USA) 
47. Women Cell-Humanity Association (India) 
48. Women of Faith Net Worker Society (Canada) 
49. Women's Human Rights Group (Croatia) 
50. Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom (Aotearoa-New Zealand and Australia) 
51. Women for Peace International Department 
(Netherlands) 
52. Women for Women's Human Rights (Turkey) 
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