
Reviews^ 
SLeaze and S M U T C H 
THERE'S SOMETHING FOUL ABOUT THE NEW BOOK GODDESSES OF THE LUST TRIANGLE, AND KATHLEEN 

MALTZAHN SAYS THE STINK IS COMING FROM ITS AUTHOR, A KNOWN HUAAAN RIGHTS ADVOCATE. 

"L ike mciny t rne-b looded msdes 
of my generat ion, 1 was social ized 
to appreciate female bodies, espe
cial ly in its (sic) p rur i ent d imens ion . 
For men l ike me, the tempt ing sight 
of these lad ies is h a r d to res is t . 
They satisfy our sexucd needs and 
p r o v i d e a m u c h - n e e d e d r e sp i t e 
from a hai 'd days work. " (p.3) 

No, this is not a sleazy Aus t ra 
l ian sex tourist v is i t ing Thci i land or 
the Ph i l i pp ines . Nor a b ig -be l l i ed 
b u s i n e s s m a n l e a v i n g the s t r i p 
shows of Metro Man i l a . This is Arne l 
de G u z m a n , executive d irector of 
the Phi l ippine migrant welfaie N G O 
KA IB IGAN , and author of the God
desses of the Lust Triangle: An Ex
cursion into Manila's Erotic Dance 
Industry. 

Goddesses of the Lust Triangle 
descr ibes i tse l f as a n a t t empt to 
" c o n t r i b u t e to a d e e p e r u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g of the p h e n o m e n o n of 
women work ing in Mani la ' s erotic 
dance indus t i y . . " (p. 5). Its author 
comes to th is i ssue w i th expertise 
in several a ieas: A rne l de G u z m a n 
is a l o n g - s t a n d i n g h u m a n r i gh ts 
advocate and an academic. As wel l , 
he says he has a "pe rsona l com
mi tment to exp lore the i s sues of 
exploitation of F i l ip inas abroad," ex
p la in ing that the growing phenom
enon of F i l ip ino women entertain
ers abroad has an impact on what 

he cal ls erotic dancers. It seems a 
p rom i s ing combina t i on . 

One hopes that as a h u m a n 
rights advocate, he wi l l talk about 
the i n c r e a s i n g r e c o g n i t i o n that 
women's r ights are hviman rights, 
and perhaps investigate the inter-
nationgJ p u s h to treat prost i tut ion 
and other forms of se.xual violence 
as h u m a n r i gh ts v io la t ions . One 
wou ld also expect that as cin aca
demic, he wi l l provide a broad pe
rusa l and sharp anedysis of the is
sue. There is a r i ch a i ray of infor
mat ion to be tapped on this issue; 
women's N G O s have been work ing 
w i th prost i tuted women for almost 
a decade now. F ina l l y one wou ld 
hope that as an activist committed 
to explor ing the issues of women's 
exploitat ion, Arne l wi l l at least show 
some compass ion and sensitivity. 

De G u z m a n does none of these. 
Perhaps, he sees no reason to. It is 
enough, he says, to make the data 
pub l i c . Those who may be "inter
ested in exp lor ing more poss ib i l i 
ties can use [it] as a take-off point." 

So what does he do? 

He enters the bai's, watches the 
str ip shows, invites the women to 
his table cind fondles their bodies. 
1 can't see what take-off point these 
provide, except for male suprema

cists out to consol idate the ir feel
ings of dominance . The reader is 
hcud-pressed to f ind any evidence 
of h is promised soc io log ica l "edge 
in terms of being able to inte l lec tu-
cilize |his] own erotic t endenc ies " (p. 
4), m u c h less his sel f-declared com
mitment to ser ious research. 

T i y and f ind g enu ine d i s c u s 
sion of exploitat ion in the fol lowing 
extract, where de G u z m a n , and his 
f r i e n d s , e n t e r t h e c l u b Night 
Tripper's VIP Room. VIP rooms ai-e 
private rooms in bars that m e n can 
rent and have w o m e n sent in to . 
There they can sit cind wa t ch the 
strip show wi thout anyone seeing 
them, and they ai-e given free reign 
with as many women as they want 
and can afford. VIP r o o m s a l low 
men to treat women as they please 
and have sex in whatever way they 
want, without even hav ing to leave 
the bai'. In the name of r e s ea i ch , 
de G u z m a n and three of h i s fr iends 
lure a VIP room, eind women . Their 
"pa i tners " a ie dancers cind periodi-
ccilly leave the VIP room to perform: 

"We b r ea th l e s s l y awa i t ed 
[Aiko's] r e - en t r y in to the 
room for the much-awa i t ed 
"shower and lo t ion" port ion. 
She w a s r e a l l y w e l l - e n 
dowed. He r b r eas t s were 
round and fuTn. The nipples 
were not so b ig and a little 
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WOMAN IS THERE TO BE CONSUMED, AND IF SHE WON'T OBLIGE BY PRETENDING TO ENJOY HERSELF, 

p i n k i s h . The m o u n d be
tween her shape ly th ighs 
was bushy . Heuidl ing (sic] 
[Engineer Nelson] a bai- of 
soap, she poured some wa
ter f r om a s m a l l p i t c h e r 
onto her smooth and shiny 
body.. .Duti ful ly, Nelson did 
as he w a s t o l d . ...[He] 
rubbed her behind. Since it 
was not forbidden to s c m b 
her l u s c i o u s b r e a s t s , he 
also massaged her melon
l ike boobs.. . In her second 
set, A iko returned.. . Nelson 
was the first to massage her 
body w i th the lot ion. B u t 
this t ime, she allowed us to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n the a c t . " 
(p.45) 

A n d this , 1 th ink , is the value 
of th is book. It shows u s how men 
s u c h as de Guzmein see women. It 
is not about "goddesses" but gods: 
m e n who believe themselves to be 
the m a s t e r s of w o m e n a n d the i r 
bodies. It shows the lack of com
pass ion and intel l igence of suppos
edly ma tu r e , even po l i t i ca l ly pro
gressive m e n , and it underscores 
how ine levant the l ikes and dis l ikes 
of these women and gir ls are. 

In one i n c i d e n t , a n a k e d 
w o m a n is sent into de G u z m a n ' s 
V IP r o o m . The a u t h o r d e sc r i b e s 
wi thout surpr ise or d ismay the fact 
that she says no th ing to them as 
she is p a w e d a n d p e r v e d at. It 
seems her pe r sonhood is cons id 
ered absolute ly irrelevant: 

"Bruce held her waist and 
s u c k e d h e r two erec t 
prune- l ike nipples. We were 
envious so each complained 
loud ly . "It is unfa i r . How 
about us? O h , she even gy
r a t e d " . L y k a i g n o r e s u s 
completely. She jus t contin
ued swaying to the mus i c 
as if savoring each word . 
"Close your eyes, I'd like to 
see you tonight in my sweet 
dreams." (p. 58) 

M a n y people wou ld see this 

as a classic exEimple of d isassoc ia-
t ion: a w o m a n cu t t ing off f rom a 
s i tua t i on , and even her body, to 
cope w i t h b e i n g h u m i l i a t e d , 
harmed , or treated l ike an object. 
It is often d i scussed as a common 
coping mechcinism of people being 
sexual ly abused , inc lud ing women 
in prost i tut ion. Bu t the sociologist 
not only misses this completely, he 
mis interprets the whole scene. Ac
cord ing to h i m , she is not s t rug
gl ing to sui"vive; she's savour ing the 
song. De Guzmcin does not get it 
and does not cai-e. The womeui is 
there to be consumed , and if she 
won't oblige by pretending to enjoy 
herself, de G u z m a n wi l l re-write re
ality and say she is savour ing sweet 
dreams . 

Goddesses of the Lust Triangle 
is sha l low, s imp l i s t i c and sel f - in
dulgent, and one can only wonder 
how it qualif ies as resea ixh towai'ds 
a PhD i n sociology. B u t it is more 
t h a n e m b a r r a s s i n g l y supe r f i c i a l . 
Th is book contr ibutes to the never-
end ing jus t i f i ca t ion of the sex i n 
dust ry . It feeds into the ongoing 
b l u r r i n g of the way m e n benefit 
from and enjoy the sex trade, and 
l e g i t i m i s e s the b l a m i n g or 
tr iv ia l is ing of the women involved. 
One example of this is the author 's 
approach to the women. Whi le con
ceding that the cul ture of the c lub 
is "one of explo i tat ion" (p. 113), de 
G u z m a n in s i s t s that the w o m e n 
"are not ange l s " (p. 114). " The i r 
' lumpenic ' or social ly devieint ten
denc ies are obvious . . . , " he says, 
"(gjive them an inch and they wi l l 
take a foot." Th is is, he says , ' a re
sult of the "socia l wor ld " and "con
di t ioning. " What this means is not 
explained or explored. However, in 
case we read s u c h c o m m e n t s as 
s h o w i n g c o m p a s s i o n for t h e s e 
women , or awareness of the way 
society fo rms, uses a n d exp lo i ts 
t h e m , the book ends w i t h a re
minder of the dangers of prost i tu
t ion, for men! 

"...these are instances when 

E GUZMAN WILL RE-WRITE REALITY A 

these v ic t ims become the 
" v i c t i m i z e r s . " T h e y take 
t h e i r " r e v e n g e " on the 
customers,..These custom
ers are s t r i p p e d off (sic) 
the i r money . The women 
twiddle them a i o u n d their 
fingers. It is too late when 
they realize that they have 
been scored at [sic]. The 
world of the exotic dancers 
i n the " lus t t r iangle" is a 
complicated one. The world 
of A i k o a n d M e d i n a and 
Patr ic ia Jones is definitely 
no t a o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l 
world. Enter their world at 
your own r isk. " (p. 115) 

Th is wor ld of the sex indus t i y 
is a r i sky one. Bu t it is women and 
gir ls who aj-e at r i sk , not men like 
Arne l de G u z m a n , or any other man 
who goes to str ip c lubs and uses 
women in prost i tut ion. 

Seeing these r i sk , humi l ia t ion 
and h a r m , many feminists talk of 
prost i tut ion as a male system, one 
that benef i ts m e n and ins i s t s on 
t h e i r s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d r i g h t to 
women's bodies. In the short-term, 
some women eai-n enough to sur
vive. In the long t e r m , however, 
women pay a high price. Prost itu
t ion is not a long-term, life-affirm
ing "profession". It is not something 
women can stay in safely and se
curely. Instead, it is l ikely to e.xpose 
them to humi l i a t i on smd violence, 
make them sick, leave them to reuse 
ch i ldren wi thout support , and dis
card them when they ai-e too "o ld" , 
too "ugly" or jus t aren't wanted einy 
more. B u t not everybody loses out 
as badly as the women who are its 
raw mater ia l s . I ronical ly , the sex 
i n d u s t i y is a mu l t i -m i l l i on dollar, 
mul t i -na t i ona l i ndus t i y . In prosti
t u t i o n , and i ts bro ther i ndus t r y , 
pornography, sex industr ia l i s ts are 
made wea l thy and powerful , Eind 
ordinary men aie reassured about 
their power over and superiority to 
women. 

SAY SHE IS SAVOURING SWEET DREAMS. 
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If de G u z m a n had been inter
ested, he could have d i s cussed a l l 
these and more w i th the women's 
groups i n Quezon Ci ty , who have 
offices only m inu tes away from h is 
office. He didn't bother. Instead, he 
devoted only one pai^agraph, i n the 
last pages of the book, to consider
i n g these a r g u m e n t s , i nco r r e c t l y 
c l a i m i n g tha t f e m i n i s t s see the 
women as b lameless a n d v i c t ims , 
a n d i n d o i n g so dep i c t t h e m as 
"he l p l e s s c r e a t u r e s " (p. 114). In 
fact, feminists are among the first 
to af f irm a n d sa lute the su r v i v a l 
s k i l l s and for t i tude of w o m e n i n 
prost i tut ion but that does not mean 
they excuse the industry . Femin i s t s 
believe the women shou ld be sup
po r t ed and a s s i s t e d , a n d at the 
same t ime, the d e h u m a n i s i n g i n 

d u s t r y of p r o s t i t u t i o n s h o u l d be 
cr i t ic ised and dismant led. 

B u t de G u z m a n does not s im
ply ignore feminist work and femi
n is ts , he denigrates and r id icules 
them. He descr ibes B ruce Lewis, 
h i s " c o n s t a n t c o m p a n i o n i n the 
course of [his] r e s ea r ch " as "the 
quintessent ia l 'feminist'," This is the 
SEime m a n who is shown repeatedly 
s e x u a l l y h a r a s s i n g the w o m e n . 
W h y f em in i s t ? B e c a u s e , says de 
G u z m a n , i n what one can only as

sume he sees as a l i t t le j o k e , he 
prefers his own "F i l i p ino t rans la t i on 
of that label - 'babaero ' (woman
izer)", (p. 116). It's about as cute as 
cal l ing Marcos a h u m a n r ights ad
vocate. 

Wh i l e t h i s b o o k w o u l d be a 
concern regaid less of who wrote 
it, Arne l de G u z m a n ' s pos i t i on i n 
K A I B I G A N , a n N G O w o r k i n g for 
F i l ip ino migrants ' r i ghts a n d wel 
fare makes it doub ly so. W h a t does 
it mean to advocate a n d l obby for 
F i l i p i n o e n t e r t a i n e r s i n J a p a n 
when in the Ph i l ipp ines he is c l am
ber ing to get h i s h a n d s o n the i r 
bodies? Is it j u s t tha t h i s m a c h o 
patr iot ism means that he does not 
want Japanese m e n to have " h i s " 
women? A n d how w o u l d he be able 
to l isten to, represent a n d fight for 
women who are be ing h u m i l i a t e d 
a n d o b j e c t i f i e d , a n d at t i m e s 
beaten, raped, or m u r d e r e d , w h e n 
he th inks that p r o s t i t u t i on a n d the 
t r a f f i ck ing i n w o m e n are a b o u t 
" l us t " , men ' s " s e x u a l n e e d s " a n d 
women "twiddl[ ing] [men] a r o u n d 
t h e i r f i n g e r s ' . It m a y be t h a t 
KAIBIGAN 's integr i ty as a m ig rant 
o r g a n i s a t i o n c o m m i t t e d to a l l 
people 's h u m a n rights, regard less 
of gender, is severely a n d i r repa 
r a b l y c o m p r o m i s e d b y de 
G u z m a n ' s c o n t i n u e d l e a d e r s h i p 
wi th in it. 

Goddesses of the Lust Triangle 
is a sleazy, shoddy, l i t t le book. It 
capi ta l ises on w o m e n ' s p a i n a n d 
feeds off their bodies. It r e m i n d s u s 
how ord inary , s u p p o s e d l y decent 
and enl ightened m e n c a n s t i l l see 
women as less t h a n h u m a n . It re
minds u s of what it m e a n s to live 
in a wor ld where m e n are gods, and 
women their p layth ings . A n d it re
minds us of the need to wo rk for a 
world where we can b r i n g down the 
gods from their he ights , a n d al l live 
equally as humein be ings w i th dig
nity and Vcdue. 

Kathleen Maltzhan, an Australian, lived in the Philippines for five years and 
helped found SINAG and BUKAL, NGOs that work with streetwalkers on issues 
like health, AIDS awareness and police harassment Aside from freelance writing, 
Kathleen also writes poetry; some of her works have previously appeared in 
W o m e n i n Ac t i on , H E C A T E and other feminist publications 
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Healthy Readings 
IN 1 9 9 1 FIVE WOMEN'S 

DOCUMENTATION CENTERS f r o m 
different regions, each w i th heal th 
as a p r i m a r y f o c u s , m e t i n a 
roundtab l e conference to try to 
develop a c o m m o n core collection 
of resource materials on women 
a n d hea l th . O r i g ina l l y , the five 
women 's centers conceived of a 
single core co l lec t ion. Th is core 
c o l l e c t i o n was seen as r e p r e 
sentat ive not only of the w i d t h 
and breadth, but also of the h igh 
q u a l i t y o f p r o d u c t i o n s o n 
w o m e n ' s h e a l t h i s s u e s a n d 
conce rns . It was soon r ea l i z ed 
though that , s ince together they 
represented three languages , i t 
made more sense to develop two 
or three collections: one in Engl ish, 
one i n S p a n i s h , a n d p e r h a p s 
smother one in Portuguese. The five 
centers were A R R O W (Malaysia), 
C idha l (Mexico), Isis International 
(Chile), Sos Corpo (Brazil) and the 
B o s t o n W o m e n ' s H e a l t h B o o k 
Collective. j ^ 

T h e b o o k s f e a t u r e d h e r e 
make up the core col lect ion of the 
B o s t o n W o m e n ' s H e a l t h B o o k 
Co l l ec t i ve , a p ioneer i n w o m e n 
a n d h e a l t h i s s u e s a n d the 
p u b l i s h e r of " O u r B o d i e s , 
O u r s e l v e s , " a c l a s s i c gu i d e to 
w o m e n ' s h e a l t h for n e a r l y 2 5 
y e a r s . T h e i r c o r e c o l l e c t i o n , 
according to the B W H B C , might 
se rve as a " s t a r t u p " l i b r a r y 
col lect ion i n hea l th or a "use fu l 
h e a l t h c o m p o n e n t a d d e d to a 
col lect ion w i th a broader focus." 

We at Is is are pa r t i cu l a r l y 
keen i n p r o m o t i n g the B W H B C 
Core Co l lec t ion, not only because 
all the books i n it are available i n 
o u r o w n r e s o u r c e c e n t e r a n d 
librEiry or because one of our own 
books made it to the list. Meiny of 
the books i n B W H B C ' s list have 
received good feedback from our 
librEiry users and readers. If we 
are made to draw up a list of the 
most frequently borrowed books 
i n o u r l i b r a r y , a n u m b e r of 
B W H B C ' s top choices w i l l mpst 
definitely be on it. 

1 in 3 : Women with C a n c e r Confront an Epidemic edited by Judy Bride 
(Pittsburgh:Cleis Press, 1991); C h a l l e n g i n g the Culture o f SUence: B u i l d 
i n g A l l i anc e s to E n d Rep roduc t i v e T rac t In fec t ions by the International 
Women's Health Coalition; Women and Development Unit-University of the 
West Indies (New York: IWHC,1994) C h a n g i n g Bodies, C h a n g i n g L ives by 
Ruth Bell (New York: Random House , 1987); Close to H o m e : W o m e n Re
connec t Ecology, H e a l t h and Deve l opmen t Worldwide edited by Vandana 
S/u'ua (Philadelphia, New Society Publ ishers , 1994); F r e e d o m f rom V io l ence : 
W o m e n ' s Strateg ies f r om A r o u n d the W o r l d edited by Margaret Schuler 
(New York : U N I F E M , 1992); F r o m A b o r t i o n t o R e p r o d u c t i v e F r e e d o m : 
T r a n s f o r m i n g a M o v e m e n t edited by Marlene Gerber Fried (Boston:South 
E n d Press, 1990); Immig ran t W o m e n ' s H e a l t h Handbook by the Immigrant 
Women's Health Centre (Toronto: 1WHC,1988); N a t u r a l H e a l i n g i n Gyne
c o l o g y by Rina Nissim, translated by Roxanne Claire (New Y o r k a n d 
London: Pandora Press, 1986); No rp lan t : U n d e r Her S k i n by Barbara Mintzes, 
etal. (Amsterdam:Women's Heal th Foundat ion and Eburon,1993) ; Organiz
i n g St ra teg ies i n W o m e n ' s H e a l t h : A n I n f o r m a t i o n and A c t i o n H a n d 
book edited by Lakshmi Menon (Mani la : IS IS-Mani la ,1992) ; R e p r o d u c t i v e 
Rights and Wrongs The G l o b a l P o l i t i c s of P o p u l a t i o n C o n t r o l (revised 

ed i t i on ) by Betsy Hartmann 
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(Bos ton :South E n d Press , 1995); 
T a k i n g P o p u l a t i o n O u t o f t h e 
E q u a t i o n : R e f o r m u l a t i n g I=PAT 

_ _ _ ^ by Patricia H. Hynes (No r th 
Q m e n S Amherst , Massachusetts , Institute 

on Women and Technology, 1993); 
The H e a l t h o f W o m e n : A G loba l 
Perspec t i ves by Marge Koblinsky, 
et al. (Boulder, Colorado:Westview 
Press, 1993); The Menopause In
dus t r y : H o w t h e M e d i c a l Estab
l i s h m e n t E x p l o i t s W o m e n by 
Sandra Coney ( A l a m e d a , 
C a l i f o r n i a : H u n t e r H o u s e , 1994); 
The New O u r Bod i e s , Ourse lves : 

Q J* ^ A B o o k by and for W o m e n (4th 
edition) by Boston Women's Health 
Book Collective (New York: Simon & 
Schus t e r , 1992); T h e New O u r 
se lves , G r o w i n g O lde r : W o m e n 
Ag ing w i t h Know ledge and Power 

by Paula B. Doress-Worters and Diana Laskin Siegal (New York :S imon and 
Schuster , 1994); The U n i v e r s a l C h i l d b i r t h P i c tu r e Book by Fran P. Hosken 
and Marcia L. Williams ( Lex ing ton ,Massachuse t t s :Women 's Internat ional 
Network News, 1981); V a c c i n a t i o n Aga ins t P regnancy : M i r a c l e or Menace 
by Judith Richter (Amsterdam: Heal th Act ion International and B U K O Pharma-
Kampagne,1993) ; V i o l ence Aga ins t W o m e n : T h e H i d d e n H e a l t h B u r d e n , 
Wor ld B a n k D i s c u s s i o n Paper No. 2 5 5 by Lori L. Heise, Jacqueline Pitanguy 
and Adrienne Germain (Washington D C : W o r l d B a n k , 1994); W o m e n and 
D i sab i l i t y by Esther Boylan (London:Zed Books,1991) ; W o m e n and Hea l th 
by Patricia Smyke (London:Zed Books,1991) ; W o m e n and H IV/A IDS by Marge 
Berer and Sunanda Ray (London: Pandora Press, 1993); W o m e n as Wombs 
by Janice G. Raymond (San F ranc i s co : H a r p e r C o l l i n s , 1993); W o m e n ' s 
H e a l t h : Read ings o n S o c i a l , E c o n o m i c , and P o l i t i c a l Issues (2nd edi
t i on ) ; edited by Nancy Worcester and Marianne Whatley ( D u b u q u e , 
Indiana: Kenda l l / H u n t , 1994). 

For more information about the books, write or email Isis Intemational-Manila, or the 
Boston Women's Health Book Collective: Box 192, West Somerville, MA 02144, USA. 
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