
K A PAIRING , A WIDOW AND A 

FARMER, REAPS THE REWARDS OF 

Spirit 
and 
Spunl< 
by Marianita Villariba 

If you are 53, a widow, have group's emergency needs like 
eight chi ldren, had reached illness or death. The women 
only primary education and could borrow PI00 interest-
have a monthly income of a few free for an emergency if they 
hundred pesos, what will you paid it back within the week, 
do to keep your family alive? This PI00 can pay for the P50 

Patricia or Ka Patring, as doctor's fee and a P40 
she is fondly called, orgemized antibiotic medicine. Whenever 
a savings and credit group, anyone was unable to pay after 
starting with 10 women, on a a week, she would pay PIO for 
simple formula. She got them every P I00 she borrowed, 
to save five pesos individually Women who got loans for 
a week. Every month, they income-generating activities 
saved around 20.00 pesos were asked to pay 10 percent 
unti l they were able to raise interest after two weeks. 
P1,000. Then, P700.00 of this At first, many joined and 
amount was then used to there was a great demand for 
provide credit to members of emergency loans. This made 
the organization who wanted it diff icult to collect from 
to buy and sell food to generate women who needed the money 
income. A capital of PlOO for for emergencies and the 
buying and selling mushrooms members had to reassess the 
a woman makes P20-30 peso credit terms, 
daily earning. They decided that their 

Ka Patring then earmarked capi ta l was too smal l to 
the remaining P300 for the accommodate both emergency 
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a n d c a p i t a l n e e d s . T h e y 
c h a n g e d t h e i r t a c k to o f f e r ing 
c r e d i t o n l y for f a r m i n g n e e d s . 
In t h i s way , they we re s u r e to 
co l l ec t , i n k i n d , a n d r e p l e n i s h 
t h e i r f u n d . B y t h i s t i m e , Ka 
P a t r i n g h a s a l r e a d y b e e n a b l e 
to ra i se the g r o u p ' s m o r a l e a n d 
n o w they h a v e P 2 , 0 0 0 . 

B u t t h i s i s n o t t h e o n l y 
en t e rp r i s e t h a t Ka P a t r i n g h a s 
o r g a n i z e d . 

B e i n g a f a r m e r eve r s i n c e 
s h e c o u l d r e m e m b e r , s h e 
j o i n e d a f e d e r a t i o n o f f a r m e r s 
engaged i n o r g a n i c a g r i c u l t u r e 
i n N u e v a E c i j a c a l l e d 
K a l i k a s a n ( N a t u r e ) i n 1 9 9 2 . 
K a l i k a s a n p r o v i d e d i t s 
m e m b e r s w i t h c r e d i t a n d 
t r a i n i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n 
s u s t a i n a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e . S h e 
p l o w e d h e r s m a l l l a n d o f 2 5 0 
s q u a r e m e t e r s , p l a n t e d a 
s p e c i a l r i c e b r e e d , a n d 
ha r v e s t ed f r om 12 to 3 0 s a c k s 
o f r i c e , d e p e n d i n g o n h o w 
m u c h r a i n w a s ava i l ab l e . T h e 
l a n d h a d n o i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m 
a n d s h e c o u l d n o t a f f o r d to 
h a v e i t b u i l t . F r o m h e r 
harves t , Ka P a t r i n g w o u l d pay 
K a l i k a s a n i m m e d i a t e l y w h a t 
s h e owes a n d s e l l a l l the r e s t 
to the o r g a n i z a t i o n . F o r every 
5 0 k i l o s o f r i c e s e e d l i n g , Ka 
P a t r i n g p a i d 7 5 k i l o s o f 
u n h u s k e d r i c e . 

W i t h K a l i k a s a n , s h e w a s 
a b l e to g e t i n t o t r a i n i n g 
w o r k s h o p s p r o v i d e d b y t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e R u r a l R e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n M o v e m e n t ( P R R M ) a n d 
o n e o f i t s p a r t n e r s , t h e 
E d u c a t i o n for Li fe F o u n d a t i o n 
(ELF ) . S h e i m p r o v e d h e r s k i l l s 
i n o r g a n i z i n g a n d g e n e r a t i n g 
i n c o m e . 

E L F , a s i t i s p o p u l a r l y 
c a l l e d , i s a f o l k s c h o o l t h a t 
p r o m o t e s t h e e d u c a t i o n o f 
g r a s s r o o t s l e a d e r s b a s e d o n 
t h e D a n i s h a n d P h i l i p p i n e 
p h i l o s o p h y o f l e a r n i n g f r o m 

life. It w a s d e s i g n e d to deve lop 
t h e c a p a c i t y o f w o m e n a n d 
m e n i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d e n t r e -
p r e n e u r s h i p . D u r i n g the three 
d a y s o f life h i s t o r y w o r k s h o p s , 
w h i c h i s a s c r e e n i n g a g e n d a 
a n d p r o c e s s f o r g r a s s r o o t s ' 
r e a d i n e s s t o p u r s u e a 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y m e t h o d o f 
l e a r n i n g , Ka P a t r i n g w o u l d 
suf fer f r o m h e a d a c h e s b e c a u s e 
she w a s no t u s e d to s i t t i n g for 
h o u r s i n w o r k s h o p s , l e t a l o n e 
p r e s e n t i n g h e r life a s the m a i n 
a g e n d a for l e a r n i n g . S h e d i d 
no t p a s s the first s c r e e n i n g . 

W h e n s h e f o u n d o u t t h a t 
t h e l e a d e r s w h o t o o k t h e 
c o u r s e g a i n e d t r e m e n d o u s 
con f i d ence i n th e i r l e a d e r s h i p , 
Ka P a t r i n g pe rseve red a n d w a s 
a c c e p t e d t o j o i n t h e s e c o n d 
b a t c h . Ka P a t r i n g w e n t 
t h r o u g h t h e s i x - w e e k c o u r s e 
a n d p a s s e d w i t h f l y ing c o l o u r s . 
S h e l i t e r a l l y s a n g h e r w a y 
d u r i n g s t u d i e s o n c u l t u r e , 
n a t i o n a l i s m a n d gende r . S h e 
b e c a m e e x p r e s s i v e a n d 
c o n f i d e n t . Ka P a t r i n g e v e n 
l e a r n e d h o w t o h a n d l e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h g o v e r n m e n t 
o f f i c i a l s . 

A s K a P a t r i n g d e v e l o p e d 
h e r s k i l l s i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
a n d n e g o t i a t i o n s , s h e g o t 
i n v o l v e d i n m a n y a c t i v i t i e s i n 
h e r c o m m u n i t y . H e r m o s t 
i n s p i r i n g a c c o m p l i s h m e n t i s 
w i n n i n g h e r b i d to b e 
r e c o g n i z e d by the g o v e r n m e n t 
a s the so le t e n a n t to the l a n d 
she h a s t i l l ed for more t h a n 2 0 
yea r s . H e r b e i n g w i d o w e d w a s 
a n o b s t a c l e a n d t r a d i t i o n a l l y , 
t e n a n c y c l a i m s were on l y g i v en 
to m e n . S h e fought h a r d a n d 
w o n . N o w h e r c h i l d r e n a r e 
s e c u r e t h a t t h e i r s m a l l l a n d 
w i l l no t be a w a r d e d to a n y o n e 
b u t t h e i r m o t h e r . 

B u t h o w does she feed h e r 
f am i l y i f she i s very ac t i v e i n 

s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n c e r n s ? 
S h e i s v e r y f r u g a l a n d c a n 
s t r e t c h money . S h e u s e s i d eas 
a s p o t s f o r g e n e r a t i n g 
r e sources . F o r every five pesos 
s h e ge t s , s h e t h i n k s o f w a y s 
to m a k e m o r e . R e c e n t l y , s h e 
got w o m e n to m a k e a p r o n s 
f r om flour s a c k s a n d se l l t h e m 
to m a r k e t v e n d o r s . T h e y c a n 
m a k e a n a p r o n w i t h m a n y 
pocke t s for P 3 . 0 0 a n d se l l i t for 
P 1 5 t o P 2 0 . T h e y u s u a l l y m a k e 
a r o u n d 5 0 a p r o n s i n one week . 
T h i s a p r o n b u s i n e s s i s 
e x p a n d i n g to s e v e r a l m a r k e t s 
a n d th ey have b e e n s w a m p e d 
w i t h o rde rs . Now the i r a p r o n s 
se l l for P 2 5 . 

P e o p l e i n h e r c o m m u n i t y 
h a v e i n i t i a t e d i n c o m e -
gene ra t ing pro jec ts d u e to h e r 
p e r s e v e r i n g c o m m u n i t y w o r k . 
W i t h t h i s f e r v ou r , Ka P a t r i n g 
does no t wo r r y a b o u t h e r d a i l y 
n e e d s b e c a u s e t h e o r g a n i z a ­
t i ons she re la tes w i t h p r o v i d e s 
h e r c r e d i t . T h e p e o p l e a n d 
g r o u p s s h e r e l a t e s w i t h a r e 
m a r k e t s for t e s t i n g h e r i d e a s 
a n d s e l l i n g g o o d s . -The 
c o m m u n i t y s h e b e l o n g s to 
c o n t i n u e s to give h e r s e c u r i t y . 
In the folk s c h o o l p r a c t i c e , Ka 
P a t r i n g i s a n ef fect ive l e a d e r , 
devoted to r a i s i n g i t s m e m b e r s ' 
leve l o f e d u c a t i o n a n d i n c o m e 
s t a t u s . ? 

Marianita Villariba is the Director 
of Isis International-Manila. 

20 Women in Action No. 2, 1996 


