
F e e d b a c k o n : 
H E A R D IN A C O N F E R E N C E : 
" W O M E N IN T H E S O U T H HAVE 
MADE GAINS IN THEIR FIGHT FOR 
RIGHTS, EQUALITY. B U T WHEN 
THE LESBIAN MOVEMENT—WHICH 
IS MORE THREATENING TO MEN 
A T T A C H E D I T S E L F TO T H E 
WOMEN'S M O V E M E N T — I T ( T H E 
L E S B I A N M O V E M E N T ) ERODED 
THESE G A I N S . " Do YOU A G R E E ? 

WHAT D O I THINK? I th ink 
tha t s ta tement is p l a i n 
bu l l sh i t . B u t first th ings 

f i r s t , l e t m e j u s t p r e f a c e m y 
c o m m e n t s w i t h a q u e s t i o n . 
W h o s e m o u t h u t t e r e d t h i s 
s tatement? Whose b ra in (or non -
brain) thought th i s out? Was it a 
w o m a n ? W a s it a m a n ? W a s it a 
" feminist "? W a s it a heterosexual 
" feminist "? W a s it a heterosexual 
non- femin is t? It w o u l d be good 
to know W H O because then the 
s t a t e m e n t c a n be p u t i n t o i t s 
proper context. Of course , there 
i s a b s o l u t e l y n o e x c u s e for 
homophob ia—to whoever uttered 
th is statement, be f o rewarned— 
this is j u s t the beg inn ing . 

B u t let me get b a c k to the 
statement. 
1. " W o m e n i n the S o u t h have 
made gains in their fight for r ights, 
equal i ty . ' 

M a y 1 a s k , conc re t e l y wha t 
gains have been m a d e ? S ince 1 
a m not d irect ly i n t o u c h w i th the 
W o m e n i n the S o u t h (does th i s 
refer pa r t i cu la r l y to M indanao? ) , 
let me j u s t say tha t some news 
a b o u t w o m e n f r om tha t reg ion 
have been quite d i s tu rb ing . The 
comp la in t filed by rape surv ivor 
K a r e n Ve r t i d o w a s j u s t t h r o w n 
into the d u s t b i n . The S P C P D has 
n o m a j o r w o m e n p l a y e r s — i t 
seems that every th ing is so male-
dr i ven a n d male-de f ined . Where 
is equal i ty here? Come to t h i n k 
of i t— i s that a lso w h y the major 
oppositors are women? A n d that 's 
not a l l . Now, M i s u a r i h a s gone 
a round town ta lk ing about women 
i n a v e r y d e s p i c a b l e a n d 
abominab le m a n n e r . H i s m a c h o 
ego*can't probab ly s t a n d the idea 
of women s tand ing u p to h i m . Has 
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a n y w o m a n ( M u s l i m a n d o t h e r s — 
w i th the except ion of Da i sy Fuentes) 
t aken h i m into account for h i s sexist 
s l u r s ? 

B u t I digress. 
2. " B u t when the l esb ian movement— 
w h i c h is more threaten ing to m e n — 
a t t a c h e d i t s e l f to t h e w o m e n ' s 
movement. . . . " 

Hel lo? Hel lo? D idn ' t I j u s t notice 
a gap ing hole i n that s tatement? The 
l esb ian movement d id not, factual ly 
speak ing , a t tach itself to the women's 
movement. It W A S a n d IS part of the 
women 's movement. Its existence is 
a n integral part of the evolut ion a n d 
shi f ts i n the women 's movement . 1 
t h i n k it h a s to be m a d e c l e a r to 
whoever made that s ta tement that 
the w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t here a n d 
abroad have h a d l esb ians from the 
very beg inning . In fact, a lot of the 
t h e o r e t i c a l f o r m u l a t i o n s a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of f emin i sm cou ld be 
credited to l e sb ian feminists. 

3. "...(the l esb ian movement) eroded 
these ga ins . " 

U n l e s s l e s b i a n s h a v e th e 
equiva lent col lective force of l ahar , 
they cannot be r ightful ly accused of 
e r od ing the so -ca l l ed ga ins of the 
w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . I t h i n k the 
credit goes to a l l the bigots, the right-
w i n g f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s , the b i b l e -
fanat ics a n d yes, the homophobes in 
o u r m i d s t w h o c o n t i n u e to 
masquerade as feminists or women 
a c t i v i s t s b u t w h o do n o t , for a 
moment ' s repose, realize how m u c h 
hatred a n d loa th ing they constant ly 
spew out i n their statements. 

E r od ed these ga ins? Speak for 
yoursel f . 

Malu S. Marin, Can't Live In the 
Closet (CLIC), Inc., Philippines 

P.S. O n the o t h e r h a n d , i f t h i s 
statement was uttered by somebody 
from the women 's movement, then I 
t h i n k the women's movement is one 
o f t h e m o s t u n s a f e s p a c e s for 
l e sb i ans . A n d I m e a n it . I've seen 
more h o s t i l i t y f r om the w o m e n ' s 
m o v e m e n t ( t owards l e s b i a n s a n d 
par t i cu la r l esb ian groups) t h a n from 
gay men . Not that I a m complete ly 
gaga over coa l i t i on is t po l i t i c s—th i s 
h a s its own prob lems too. 

I'm ta lk ing here of hosti le , vile, 
a n d mal ic ious att i tude a n d treatment 
f r om o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h o d a r e c a l l 

t h e m s e l v e s f e m i n i s t s . Is t h i s 
p a t r i a r c h y r u n n i n g i n o u r very 
o w n b lood a n d bones? The sad 
th ing is some of the v i c iousness 
come f rom l esb ians themselves . 
Don ' t a s k me w h y — u n t i l now, it 
floors me to no end . 

Yes , V i r g i n i a , the w o m e n ' s 
movement is not a sanc tuary . It 
is not i m m u n e f r om g u n k a n d 
grime. I shou ld know , I've been in 
the women's movement for E I G H T 
years now. Th i s hypocr i sy has got 
to stop before it gobbles u s a l l . 
P.P.S. There! if ye t h i n k it 's too 
rab id a n d f rothing in the m o u t h — 
y o u a i n ' t s een n o t h i n g yet . O f 
course , I'm not d i s c ou n t i ng that 
the women's movement had a lot 
to do w i th the b l o s soming of the 
l e s b i a n " m o v e m e n t " . No th ing ' s 
perfect in th is wor ld , I suppose . 
A n d yes, there's more to life than 
th is . 

Here's a b i r thday card that 
i s p r i n t e d i n t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s a n d w h i c h 

gave me, a sou the rn woman , great 
joy! 
FRONT : " O n y o u r b i r thday I want 
you to know that if we were the 
last two women on ear th a nd there 
w a s o n l y o n e s m a r t , f u n n y , 
romant ic , sexy m a n left... 
INSIDE: "He a n d I wou ld have you 
over on a regular bas is ! " 

Gigi Francisco 
The A-team, Philippines 

I sense some amb igu i t y i n th is 
c o m m e n t . W h i l e the p e r s o n 
ta lks about m a k i n g ga ins in a 

"fight" for r ights a n d equal i ty, i n 
the same b r e a t h , one senses a 
need not to antagonize the men 
in the process. So, is th is person 
s a y i n g t h a t t h e w o m e n ' s 
m o v e m e n t i n the s o u t h m u s t 
n e g a t e i s s u e s w h i c h m a y be 
p o t e n t i a l l y d i f f i cu l t for m e n to 
u n d e r s t a n d ? Whose prerogative 
is it to define these i ssues for A L L 
W O M E N ? Do the women of the 
sou th then need the approva l of 
patr iarchy to succeed in th is fight? 

T h i s c o m m e n t I t h i n k is a 
r e f l e c t i on of how d i f f i c u l t a n d 
deeply ingra ined h o m o p h o b i a is 
i n o u r s y s t e m . T h i s c o m m e n t 

4 Women in Action No. 2, 1996 



WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

According to the Far Eastern 
Economic Review, July 4, 
1996, Singaporean and 
Malaysian Executives state 
that sexual harassment is 
not a problem in their 
country. Is this true? 

if you have questions you 
wish to raise, send them to 
us also and let's ask our 
readers: 

"What do you think?" 

expresses conce rn a n d desire to 
ensure the success of the women's 
movement b u t w i t h a r a t h e r 
simplistic ana l ys i s of how it c a n 
be sustained a n d achieved. C a n 
we truly say that l e sb ian i s sues 
alone have eroded these so-cal led 
gains? 1 wou ld be interested to 
know why a n d how it cou ld have 
possibly eroded these ga ins . W h a t 
gains are we t a l k ing about here 
anyway? Does th is person even 
have an iota of u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
lesbian i s s u e s to m a k e s u c h a 
sweeping c ommen t? 

The right to express sexual i ty , 
and its many facets is integra l to 
any w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . It i s 
basic. If we as women , c a n n o t 
even control a n d c l a i m our own 
sexuality, how can we even make 
a dent in the soc ia l s t ruc tures that 
shackle our very ex istence? How 
can one or a few w o m e n c l a i m 
"gains" w h e n there are w o m e n 
being d iscr iminated against on the 
basis of their "o therness " whether 
it be i n t e rms of c l a s s , age or 
expressions of sexua l i ty? C a n we 
really speak of empowerment a n d 
l i be ra t i on w h e n we o u r s e l v e s 
negate the exper i ences of other 
women? C a n one real ly ta lk of 
gains w h e n we c a n n o t e v e n 
transcend our own b iases? 

The lesbian movement d id not 
a t t ach i t s e l f to t h e w o m e n ' s 
movement. It h a s a lways been 
part of it. Everywhere y o u look 
within the movement, you can see. 

r ead a n d t o u c h it. It i s tha t 
pa lpable . A woman ' s choice to 
e n g a g e i n w o m e n - i d e n t i f i e d 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s o r ident i f y a s a 
l e s b i a n , does no t l e s s e n h e r 
commi tment . In the same way, 
that a w o m a n who identif ies as 
h e t e r o s e x u a l o r e n g a g e s i n 
af f i rming heterosexual re la t ion­
sh ips does not become pol i t ica l ly 
s u s p e c t . U n t i l we l e a r n to 
r e c o g n i z e a n d r e s p e c t o u r 
d i v e r s i t y t h e n the w o m e n ' s 
movemen t w i l l i tse l f erode the 
very ga ins that it has worked so 
h a r d to achieve... . w i th no help 
from u s l esb ians . 

Giney Villar 
Coordinator, Womyn Supporting 

Womyn Committee 
Steering Committee Member, The 

First National Lesbian Rights 
Conference '96 (FNLRC '96) 

Philippines 

Dear fr iends at Isis, 
Greet ings from S u d a n ! I have 

b e e n r e c e i v i n g y o u r v a l u a b l e 
pub l i ca t i ons . I hope y o u r work 
w i t h w o m e n is prog ress ing wel l 
a n d that y ou keep in touch w i th 
me. 

S ince 1992, I have f ounded 
w i t h a n o t h e r p a r t n e r o u r o w n 
company . Here in S u d a n we have 
few women entrepreneurs so we 
need a l l the suppor t we c a n get to 
f i gh t the c u s t o m s a n d s o c i a l 
b a r r i e r s h i n d e r w o m e n f r o m 
enter ing the bus iness field. 

I wou ld also be grateful if you 
c an in form me about conferences 
o n w o m e n i n b u s i n e s s a n d 
addresses of organizat ions in th is 
f ield to divers i fy my exper ience 
a n d w iden my network . A l so I 
wou ld l ike to con t inue rece iv ing 
your publ i ca t ions . T h a n k you a n d 
1 a m ant i c ipa t ing y o u r suppor t . 
W i t h best wishes . 

Zeinab Elasad 
PO Box 10890, Khartoum, Sudan 
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