
The police have stepped up 
their manhunt , forming a task 
force which visited prostitutes at 
their usua l places, invit ing the 
women to visit police stations to 
have th e i r f i n g e r p r i n t s a n d 
photos taken and their personal 
details recorded on a database. 
The information wil l be used to 
keep track of women and, if the 
k i l l e r i s not caugh t , he lp to 
identify the victims. 

More t han 200 fr ightened 
prostitutes responded and were 
interviewed by police by m i d -
J a n u a r y , v o l u n t e e r i n g i n ­
formation about themselves and 
offering new c lues about the 
killer. 

This u n u s u a l co-operation 
between police and prostitutes 
has r a i s e d h o p e s of 
continued sympathy for 
sex w o r k e r s f r om 
officialdom. However, 
a pol ice spokesman 
s a i d t h a t the po l i c e 
would have to comply with 
the law, w h i c h p roh ib i t ed 
acts of indecency for reward. 

Use Pauw, coordinator of the 
Sex Worke r s E d u c a t i o n a n d 
Advocacy Task Group (Sweat), 
we l c omed the po l i c e ' s n ew 
coopera t i v e a p p r o a c h to 
catching the ki l ler by work ing 
with prost i tutes and sa id she 
hoped police protection would 
continue i n the future. 

The orgEinisation was aware 
of numerous inc idents where 
women prostitutes were abused 
by their clients. "Bu t they tell 
us they can't go to the police 
station to report what happened 
to t h e m b e c a u s e they were 
involved i n an illegal activity at 
the time of the assault," Pauw 
said. "What they want is to be 
t£iken seriously and their cases 
to be treated equally wi th other 
women." 

While the decriminal isat ion 
of prost i tut ion would improve 

the service prost i tutes receive 
from the police, Pauw said it 
w o u l d probab ly take t ime to 
remove the stigma attached to 
the profession. Pauw said while 
police deserved credit for their 
effort to catch the serial ki l ler, 
she h a d no doubt that the i r 
reaction time had been slower 
b e c a u s e the v i c t i m s were 
prostitutes. 

P a u w s a i d w h i l e it was 
assumed women working street 
corners were more at r isk, a l l 
prost itutes were vulnerable to 
a s s a u l t or m u r d e r by t h e i r 
clients. "It's too simplistic to say 
they're safer at a n agency or 
working from home. 

"If the c l i e n t s k n e w the 
women cou ld report abuse 

and assaults to the police 
with impunity, I have no 

d o u b t sex w o r k e r s ' 
safety would improve 
tremendously." 

P a u w s a i d Sweat 
would undertake a major 

project this year to provide 
w o r k s h o p s to sex w o r k e r s 

where they c a n d i s c u s s a n d 
l e a r n the i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
d e c r i m i n a l i s a t i o n , or the 
l e g i s l a t i o n of p r o s t i t u t i o n . 
"People don't always understand 
their opt ions and we want to 
e n s u r e they m a k e i n f o rmed 
choices." 
Source: M a i l & G u a r d i a n , 
1 February 1996 

WORLD MEDIA EMPIRES 
The i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e d i a 

scene po in ts to empires that 
p ra c t i c a l l y de te rmine what ' s 
news and what's not. 

A m o n g these e m p i r e s i s 
Time Warner Inc., formed by a 
merger of Time Inc., and Warner 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a n d is the 
largest media corporation i n the 
w o r l d . It o w n s T i m e , L i f e , 
Fortune and Sports Il lustrated 

with a worldwide readership of 
over 120 m i l l i o n . Its assets 
($15.9 b i l l i o n i n 1994) are 
grea ter t h a n the c o m b i n e d 
domest i c p roduc t of Bo l i v i a , 
J o r d a n , N i c a r a g u a , A l b a n i a , 
Liberia, and Ma l i . It is also the 
second largest cable company in 
the world and one of the largest 
book publ ishers. 

L a s t y e a r . T ime W a r n e r 
merged w i t h T u r n e r b r o a d ­
casting which further raised its 
comb ined revenues to $18.7 
bi l l ion. 

Reuters, establ ished since 
1849 h a s become the m a i n 
provider of print and broadcast 
news from developing countries, 
thus determining what is foreign 
news. It also own part of the 
Br i t i sh Independent Television 
News (ITN) ne twork and the 
W o r l d w i d e T e l e v i s i o n News 
(WTN). 

News Corp. Ltd. , controlled 
by Ruper t M u r d o c h , has the 
highest newspaper circulation in 
A u s t r a l i a , a lmost ha l f of the 
c i r c u l a t i o n i n Aotearoa/New 
Zealand i n the South and East 
As ian market. He controls Fox 
Broadcasting Network and 20th 
Century Fox movie studios, is 
part-owner of C B S / F o x video 
a n d i s the w o r l d ' s la rges t 
distributor of videocassettes. 

Wire Services 
Wire serv ices are i n s t r u ­

mental i n determining the flow 
of i n f o rmat i on . For decades, 
i n t e rna t i ona l news has been 
gathered and distributed by five 
major vrire services: AP (US), 
United Press International (US), 
Reuters (UK); AFP (France) and 
T A S S (Telegranfnoi Agentsvo 
Sovestkavo Soyuza of the former 
USSR. 

The dominance of these wire 
a g enc i e s h a s r e s u l t e d i n 
disproport ionate coverages of 
f i r s t w o r l d news a n d a 
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c o r r e s p o n d i n g l a c k of i n t e r e s t i n 
a n d / o r i g n o r a n c e a b o u t i s s u e s 
i n deve l op ing n a t i o n s . 

News c o n c e r n i n g t h e l a t t e r 
a r e m o s t l y t h o s e c o n c e r n i n g 
d i s a s t e r s , c a l a m i t i e s a n d i n 
g e n e r a l those l a b e l l e d a s " b a d 
n e w s . " 

N ine t y pe r cen t of a l l g lo­
b a l n e w s , i n fact, o r i g ina t e s 
f r om o n l y f our c o u n t r i e s . 
So i t i s no t m u c h of a 
s u r p r i s e t h a t d u r ­
i n g t i m e s of g l oba l 
c o n f l i c t s , o n l y o n e 
s ide i s p l a y e d u p a n d 
t h e o t h e r c o n v e n i e n t l y 
p o r t r a y e d a s t h e v i l l a i n . 
M e d i a coverage of the G u l f W a r 
a n d t h e P a n a m a i n v a s i o n a r e 
c l a s s i c e x a m p l e s . 
Source: I B O N F a c t s a n d F i g u r e s , 
'Who owns what?,' Vol. 19, 
No.ll, 15 June 1996 

BARE HANDS 
b y C o d o u B o p 

W o m e n p e a s a n t s p l a y a v i ­
t a l — t h o u g h u n s e e n , u n p a i d a n d 
u n d e r v a l u e d — r o l e i n a g r i c u l ­
t u r e . 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f w o m e n i n 
t h e S o u t h l i v e a n d w o r k i n a 
r u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e t h e y 
p l a y a v i t a l ro l e i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 
f r equen t l y a d o m i n a n t sec tor i n 
the e c o n o m y of c o u n t r i e s i n the 
S o u t h . Ye t , w o m e n r a r e l y have 
a c c e s s to c r ed i t a n d p r o d u c t i o n 
m e a n s . A c c o r d i n g t o a n 
e s t ima t e b y the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d for W o m e n 
( U N I F E M ) , w o m e n ' s a g r i c u l t u r a l 
w o r k c o n t r i b u t e s f r om 6 0 to 8 0 
p e r c e n t o f f o o d p r o d u c t i o n . 
A p a r t f r o m food, w o m e n are a l so 
p r e s e n t i n t h e c a s h c r o p sector . 

As i f t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h i s 
v i t a l r o l e o f w o m e n i n a g r i ­
c u l t u r e , the y e a r a n d t h e n the 
d e c a d e f o r w o m e n w a s 
p r o c l a i m e d i n 1 9 7 5 . Po l i c i e s for 
t h e i n t e g r a t i o n o f w o m e n i n 

d e v e l o p m e n t ( IWD) w e r e 
i n i t i a t e d . T h e w h o l e p o i n t w a s 
to find s o l u t i o n s tha t w o u l d do 
a w a y w i t h two ma jo r c o n s t r a i n t s 
o n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f w o m e n ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s b o t h i n r u r a l a n d 
u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t s , n a m e l y , 
a c c e s s t o c r e d i t a n d to 

p r o d u c t i o n m e a n s . 

Y e t , i n 2 0 y e a r s , t h e 
s t a t u s o f r u r a l w o m e n 

h a s evolved very l i t t le . 
G o v e r n m e n t s 
c o n t i n u e t o g i v e 

p r i o r i t y t o c a s h 
c r ops . The inequa l i t i e s 

be tween m e n a n d w o m e n 
c o n t i n u e t o b e i g n o r e d . 

T h e s e t w o f a c t o r s h a v e 
e x a c e r b a t e d t h e i m b a l a n c e s 
b e tween the sexes , w h e t h e r i n 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , i n the a p p o i n t ­
m e n t o f w o r k a n d p r o f i t s , o r 
a c c e s s to r e s o u r c e s . 

Unaware of Technologies 
A n d yet , a large n u m b e r of 

t e c h n o l o g i e s a i m e d a t e a s i n g 
d o m e s t i c £ind a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k 
h a v e b e e n i n v e n t e d o r 
m o d e r n i s e d , i n c l u d i n g g r a i n 
m i l l s , i m p r o v e d c o o k i n g b o b s , 
h y d r a u l i c p u m p s , w h e e l ­
b a r r o w s , t r o l l e y s , s o l a r - r a y 
c a p t o r s , p r o c e s s i n g a n d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n e q u i p m e n t for food 
p r o d u c t s a n d o i l e x t r a c t i o n 
p r e s s e s . W h e n q u e s t i o n e d , 
s o m e w o m e n s a y t h e y a r e 
u n a w a r e o f these t e chno log i e s . 
O t h e r s , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
c o m p l a i n a b o u t the h i g h cos t of 
t h e s e t e c h n o l o g i e s o r t h a t the 
i m p l e m e n t s a re d i f f i cu l t to u s e . 
A l s o , spEire p a r t s for too ls a n d 
m a c h i n e - t o o l s a r e n o t a l w a y s 
a v a i l a b l e i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . 
T h e s l i g h t e s t b r e a k d o w n i s a 
p r o b l e m a n d i t i s s o m e t i m e s 
n e c e s s a r y to go to the nea r e s t 
l a rge t o w n , o r e ven a s far a s the 
c a p i t a l l o c a t e d h u n d r e d s o f 
k i l o m e t e r s a w a y , t o f i n d a 
r e p a i r m a n . 

M o r e o v e r , s o m e o f t h e s e 
t e c h n o l o g i e s , b e c a u s e th ey a re 
i l l - s u i t e d o r c o s t l y a n d a r e 
l i m i t e d i n u s e , h a v e o n l y r e su l t ed 
i n i n c r e a s i n g t h e w o r k l o a d o f 
w o m e n . S t u d i e s a l s o r evea l ed 
t h a t , d u e to t h e i n e q u a l i t y of 
r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e sexes , i t i s 
n o t a l w a y s i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f 
w o m e n i n s o m e soc i e t i e s to g a i n 
a c c e s s t o t e c h n o l o g y w h i c h 
a l l o w s t h e m to i n c r e a s e s t h e i r 
p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d , h e n c e , t h e i r 
i n c o m e . W h y ? B e c a u s e the m e n 
w h o c o n t r o l the w o m e n keep the 
e x t r a m o n e y g e n e r a t e d i n t h i s 
w a y for t h e m s e l v e s . 

F i n a l l y , s t r u c t u r a l a d j u s t ­
m e n t p o l i c i e s h a v e r e s u l t e d i n 
the w i t h d r a w a l o f g o v e r n m e n t 
i n c en t i v e s t h a t p r o m o t e d pr i va te 
i n i t i a t i v e s to s u p p o r t w o m e n ' s 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . A s a 
c o n s e q u e n c e , w o m e n are finding 
it e ven m o r e of a p r o b l e m to g a i n 
a c c e s s to t e chno l ogy a n d cred i t . 
T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f p o p u l a r 
i n i t i a t i v e s i s there fo re a n even 
m o r e p r e s s i n g i t e m o n t h e 
a g e n d a t h a n ever before. 
Source: A I R D N e w s , March 1996 
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