The police have stepped up
their manhunt, forming a task
force which visited prostitutes at
their usual places, inviting the
women to visit police stations to
have their fingerprints and
photos taken and their personal
details recorded on a database.
The information will be used to
keep track of women and, if the
killer is not caught, help to
identify the victims.

More than 200 frightened
prostitutes responded and were
interviewed by police by mid-
January, -volunteering in-
formation about themselves and
offering new clues about the
killer.

This unusual co-operation
between police and prostitutes
has raised hopes of
continued sympathy for
sex workers from
officialdom. However,
a police spokesman
said that the police
would have to comply with
the law, which prohibited
acts of indecency for reward.

Ilse Pauw, coordinator of the
Sex Workers Education and
Advocacy Task Group (Sweat),
welcomed the police’s new
cooperative approach to
catching the killer by working
with prostitutes and said she
hoped police protection would
continue in the future.

The organisation was aware
of numerous incidents where
women prostitutes were abused
by their clients. “But they tell
us they can’t go to the police
station to report what happened
to them because they were
involved in an illegal activity at
the time of the assault,” Pauw
said. “What they want is to be
taken seriously and their cases
to be treated equally with other
women.”

While the decriminalisation
of prostitution would improve

the service prostitutes receive
from the police, Pauw said it
would probably take time to
remove the stigma attached to
the profession. Pauw said while
police deserved credit for their
effort to catch the serial killer,
she had no doubt that their
reaction time had been slower
because the victims were
prostitutes.

Pauw said while it was
assumed women working street
corners were more at risk, all
prostitutes were vulnerable to
assault or murder by their
clients. “It’s too simplistic to say
they’re safer at an agency or
working from home.

"If the clients knew the
women could report abuse
and assaults to the police
with impunity, I have no

doubt sex workers’
& safety would improve
tremendously.”

Pauw said Sweat
would undertake a major
project this year to provide
workshops to sex workers
where they can discuss and
learn the implications of
decriminalisation, or the
legislation of prostitution.
“People don’t always understand
their options and we want to
ensure they make informed
choices."
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WorLp Mepia EmpIRES

The international media
scene points to empires that
practically determine what’s
news and what’s not.

Among these empires is
Time Warner Inc., formed by a
merger of Time Inc., and Warner
Communications, and is the
largest media corporation in the
world. It owns Time, Life,
Fortune and Sports Illustrated
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with a worldwide readership of
over 120 million. Its assets
($15.9 billion in 1994) are
greater than the combined
domestic product of Bolivia,
Jordan, Nicaragua, Albania,
Liberia, and Mali. It is also the
second largest cable company in
the world and one of the largest
book publishers.

Last year, Time Warner
merged with Turner broad-
casting which further raised its
combined revenues to $18.7
billion.

Reuters, established since
1849 has become the main
provider of print and broadcast
news from developing countries,
thus determining what is foreign
news. It also own part of the
British Independent Television
News (ITN) network and the
Worldwide Television News
(WTN).

News Corp. Ltd., controlled
by Rupert Murdoch, has the
highest newspaper circulation in
Australia, almost half of the
circulation in Aotearoa/New
Zealand in the South and East
Asian market. He controls Fox
Broadcasting Network and 20th
Century Fox movie studios, is
part-owner of CBS/Fox video
and is the world’s largest
distributor of videocassettes.

Wire Services

Wire services are instru-
mental in determining the flow
of information. For decades,
international news has been
gathered and distributed by five
major wire services: AP (US),
United Press International (US),
Reuters (UK); AFP (France) and
TASS (Telegranfnoi Agentsvo
Sovestkavo Soyuza of the former
USSR.

The dominance of these wire
agencies has resulted in
disproportionate coverages of
first world news and a



