
WHEN BEAUTY COMPETITIONS 
LEAD TO UGLINESS 

Female beauty and religion 
are undergoing a tug-of-war in 
Malaysia. While some beauty 
contest winners are dissolving 
in tears of joy, others are being 
tossed out of high school. 

Newspaper pictures of con­
test winners wearing swimsuits 
look markedly out of place in 
predominantly Mus l im Malay­
s i a . B u t w i t h a m i x e d 
populat ion of Malays (60 per­
cent), Chinese (30 percent) and 
Indians (eight percent), Malay­
sia promotes itself as a tolerant, 
mul t i cu l tura l nation and so far 
beauty contests have survived. 

Organisers of such con­
tests increasingly insist it 
t a k e s more t h a n a 
pret ty face to w i n . 
M i c h e l l e C h o n g , 
2 3 , n a m e d M i s s 
Chicago in a contest 
run by a local advertis­
ing agency last week, was 
asked questions on po l lu­
t i o n , r oad b u l l i e s a n d 
abandoned babies—al l key lo­
cal issues. 

"We do not want to create a 
new g e n e r a t i o n of b e a u t y 
queens w h o k n o w n o t h i n g 
about the issues pertaining to 
their own country , " organiser 
Catherine Mo i r -Bussy said. 

But part ic ipation in beauty 
contests is not being tolerated 
by school officials. 

Seventeen-year-old student 
F a h y u H a n i m A h m a d was 
warned after emerg ing as a 
f i n a l i s t i n the M i s s Teen 
Malaysia/International pageant 
that she could be expelled from 
school. But she persisted and 
ended up wi th the title along 
w i t h M $ 5 0 0 ( H K $ 1 , 5 0 0 ) , a 
M $ 2 , 5 0 0 s c h o l a r s h i p for 
further studies and a return air 
t i cket to C o s t a R i c a for the 
international pageant. 
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The Fo rm Five p u p i l was 
escorted home from school by 
four t eachers , one of w h o m 
handed an expuls ion letter to 
her father. But she wil l be able 
to t ake her f i n a l e xams i n 
November. 

E d u c a t i o n M in i s t e r Najib 
T u n Razak sa id the min is t ry 
wou ld no longer let s tudents 
enter beauty contests because 
of "possible adverse effects". 
Source: Sou th C h i n a Morn ing 
Post, 7 August 1996 

CHAD: FATWA AGAINST ZARA 
AND HER PRESENT CONDITION 

A fatwa (death penalty) was 
pronounced against a young 

female film producer by the 
Muft i of N'Djamena after 

her f i lm " F e m i n i n e 
Dilemma" was shown 
on publ ic television. 

Her f i lm, wh i ch was 
aimed at raising aware­

ness about female genital 
m u t i l a t i o n (FGM) in C h a d , 

showed parts of the operation on 
a young girl and this brought the 
wra th of the most in f luent ia l 
Mus l im leader in N'Djamena. 

The Inter-African Committee 
(lAC) a long w i th many other 
assoc ia t i ons and i n d i v i d u a l s 
sent l e t t e rs a s k i n g for the 
decision to be reconsidered. A 
reply has been received from the 
government which stated that 
no measures are being taken 
a g a i n s t Z a r a a n d tha t the 
government has nothing against 
her. Recently, an association 
known as "Women living under 
Mus l im laws" sent us excerpts 
of a letter it received from Zara 
i n w h i c h she s ta t ed the 
following: 

"If you hadn't stepped i n , 
there w o u l d have been no 
reaction, and God knows what 
would have happened to me by 
now... 

"Your call for action led the 
President of the Republic to tell 
the Imam to c a l m down and 
forget t h i s case . . . People 's 
attitude has improved a lot, but 
there are stil l suspic ious looks... 

"The situation is now calm. 
The hardest i s pas t . I have 
s topped t a k i n g (secur i ty ) 
precaut ions and am trying to 
regain confidence... 

"It is time to say thank you 
to all the people who helped... I 
a m s t i l l r e c e i v i n g s u p p o r t 
letters." 
Source: Inter-African Committee 
Newsletter No. 19, June 1996 

BELGIUM GRIEVES DEATH OF 2 
CHILD SEX VICTIMS 
LIEGE, Belgium (Reuter)—Silent 
crowds began gathering in this 
eastern Belgian town ahead of 
the funeral of two 8-year-old 
girls who died while in the hands 
of a convicted chi ld sex offender. 

Me l i s sa R u s s o and J u l i e 
Lejeune were bur i ed after a n 
emotional memorial service i n 
the Saint Mart in basil ica in their 
hometown of Liege wh ich was 
televised live across a shocked 
nation. 

Up to 100,000 people are 
expected to attend the service 
which wil l be held after a private 
commemorative ceremony for 
the close relatives of the two 
friends. The bur ia l of the two 
whi te cof f ins w i t h the g i r l s ' 
remains wil l be private too. 

Those who wil l not be able 
to enter the church can follow 
the service on a large video 
screen outside. 
Source: P h i l i p p i n e D a i l y 
Inquirer, 23 August 1996 

C O U P L E SLAIN FOR BEING 
HOMOSEXUALS 

M E D F O R D , Oregon—A man 
a c c u s e d of k i l l i n g a l e sb i an 
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coup le s a i d he d i d it b e c a u s e he 
h a t e s h o m o s e x u a l s a n d 
b i s e x u a l s . 

P r e v i o u s l y , R o b e r t J a m e s 
Acremant h a d s a i d he sho t the 
w o m e n d u r i n g a r o b b e r y t h a t 
w e n t a w r y , a n d t h e i r 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y m a d e it eas i e r . 

A c r e m a n t ' s a i d i n a let ter to 
h i s h o m e t o w n n e w s p a p e r , the 
Stockton (Calif.) Record, tha t 
he i n v en t ed the r obbe r y 
motive b e cause he w a s 
ne rvous a b o u t h o w 
o the r j a i l i n m a t e s 
w o u l d reac t . 

" N o w I j u s t d o n ' t 
care w h a t peop le t h i n k , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e j u r y 
A c r e m a n t , 2 7 , wrote f r om the 
j a i l where he i s a w a i t i n g t r i a l o n 
aggravated m u r d e r a n d r e l a t ed 
charges . " They c a n k i l l m e for 
a l l I ca re . I've never l i k e d life 
anyway . " 

T r i a l w a s set for F e b r u a r y . 
I n t h e A u g u s t 8 l e t t e r , 

A c r e m a n t a l so s a i d he k i l l e d a 
m a n las t y ea r i n a d r u n k e n rage 
after the m a n m a d e a p a s s at 
h i m . 

T h e b o u n d a n d g a g g e d 
b o d i e s o f R o x a n n e E l l i s a n d 
M i c h e l l e A b d i l l we r e f o u n d i n 
D e c e m b e r i n t h e b a c k o f a 
p i c k u p t r u c k . T h e y h a d b e e n 
shot i n the h e a d . 

G a y c o m m u n i t y l e a d e r s 
exp ressed fears they were k i l l e d 
b e c a u s e th ey we r e o u t s p o k e n 
c h a m p i o n s o f h o m o s e x u a l 
r i gh t s . 
Source: P h i l i p p i n e D a i l y 
Inqu i r e r , 23 August 1996 

G A M E S H E L P F U E L W O M E N ' S 
R E V O L U T I O N 

W h i l e the U S m e n ' s 4 x 100 
r e l a y t e a m w a s b u s y b e i n g 
t r o u n c e d , the i r d is ta f f c o u n t e r ­
p a r t s were o n the s a m e t r a c k — 
four f as t f e m a l e s r u n n i n g for 
go ld . 

C h r y s t e G a i n e s , G a i l 
Deve rs , Inger M i l l e r a n d G w e n 
T o r r e n c e t h u s j o i n e d w h a t be­
c a m e a n e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g c i r c l e 
d u r i n g t h e O l y m p i c s : w o m e n 
w h o de l i ve red b i g p e r f o r m a n c e s 
a n d rece ived a lot of no t i ce for 
d o i n g i t . 

A m y V a n D y k e n le f t t h e 
s w i m m i n g poo l w i t h four go lds . 

K e r r i S t r u g b e came a pos ter 
g i r l for a th l e t i c f o r t i tude . 

M a r i e - J o s e P e r e c o f 
F r a n c e p r o d u c e d the 
s a m e 2 0 0 - a n d 4 0 0 -

m e t r e d o u b l e t h a t 
M i c h a e l J o h n s o n d i d , 

a n d n o t m u c h l e s s 
i m p r e s s i v e l y . 

It w o u l d be a b s u r d to s u g ­
gest tha t O l y m p i c he r o ines are 
some k i n d of a 1996 i n n o v a t i o n . 

L o n g before there w a s G a i l 
Devers , there w a s W y o m i a T y u s , 
a n d F a n n y B l a n k e r s - K o e n . 
Be f o r e V a n D y k e n , t h e r e w a s 
D a w n F r a s e r of A u s t r a l i a . N a d i a 
C o m a n e c h i a n d O l g a K o r b u t 
w e r e g y m n a s t i c s w o n d e r k i d s 
be f o r e S t r u g a n d D o m i n i q u e 
D a w e s were b o r n . 

S t i l l , the re ' s no d o u b t the 
A t l a n t a G a m e s c a t a p u l t e d 
w o m e n ' s spor t s to a n e w level of 
in te res t i n those a c h i e v e m e n t s . 

"These O l y m p i c s , p r o b a b l y 
m o r e t h a n a n y b e f o r e , a r e 
s h o w i n g a lot of l i t t l e g i r l s i t ' s 
okay to sweat , i t 's o k a y to p l ay 
h a r d , i t 's okay to be a n a th le te , " 
t e n n i s go ld m e d a l l i s t L i n d s a y 
D a v e n p o r t s a i d . "It s h o w s h o w 
far w o m e n ' s a th l e t i c s h a s come , 
j u s t i n m y l i f e t ime. " 

D a v e n p o r t w a s b o r n i n 
1976 . T h a t year , i n M o n t r e a l , 
1,247 w o m e n c o m p e t e d i n the 
G a m e s . E i g h t y ea r s before tha t , 
i n M e x i c o C i t y , a t o t a l of 7 8 1 
w o m e n p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

In A t l a n t a , the n u m b e r of 
w o m e n w a s a n a l l - t ime h i g h of 
3 , 7 7 9 — o r 3 7 p e r c e n t o f a l l 
a th l e t e s . 

W h a t a c c o u n t s for s u c h vast 
i n c r e a s e s ? To D o n n a Lop i ano , 
e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
W o m e n ' s S p o r t s F o u n d a t i o n , it 
h a s m u c h to d o w i t h w h a t 
D a v e n p o r t r e f e r r e d t o — a 
m a r k e d s h i f t i n c u l t u r a l 
a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d w o m e n i n 
spo r t s . It a l so h a s to do w i t h a n 
e v e r - g r o w i n g n u m b e r of g i r l s 
w h o a r e p l a y i n g s p o r t s at a 
y o u n g a g e , c r e a t i n g w h a t 
L o p i a n o c a l l e d " a c r i t i c a l m a s s " 
of p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

"The p rog ress m a d e to date 
h a s been m a d e poss ib l e by the 
first g ene ra t i on of m o t h e r s a n d 
f a t h e r s w h o s e d a u g h t e r s (not 
on ly ) p l a y s p o r t s b u t c a n get 
a th l e t i c s c h o l a r s h i p s d o i n g i t , " 
L o p i a n o s a i d . 

B u t the biggest factor of a l l 
w a s the passage i n 1972 of T i t le 
IX i n the U S , l e g i s l a t i o n tha t 
d e m a n d e d m e n ' s a n d women ' s 
spo r t s be t rea ted equa l l y . Ti t le 
IX m e a n t s c h o l a r s h i p s . It meant 
i n c r e a s e d r e s p e c t , f u n d i n g , 
o p p ' i t u n i t y . 

The more tha t w o m e n began 
to p lay , a n d p lay we l l , the more 
a m a r k e t b e g a n to d e v e l o p . 
C o r p o r a t i o n s s a w the u p w a r d 
a t t e n d a n c e cu r v e . 

They s aw a c h a n c e to r e a ch 
female c o n s u m e r s , who were not 
on l y p l a y i n g , b u t w a t c h i n g , too. 

E v e n spo r t s tha t d i d not get 
huge a i r t ime f l o u r i s h e d . 

"It w a s a n o t h e r step, bigger 
t h a n m o s t , " M i a H a m m s a i d , 
s p e a k i n g of w o m e n ' s s o c c e r ' s 
O l y m p i c d e b u t . 

" M a y b e it w i l l h e l p s tar t a 
l eague , give g i r l s w h o w a n t to 
p l a y s occe r s o m e t h i n g to l ook 
f o rward to." 

The s a m e c a n be s a i d for a 
w h o l e s p e c t r u m o f w o m e n ' s 
s p o r t s at the O l y m p i c s , where 
c h a n g e i s c o m i n g faster t h a n a 
L i s a F e r n a n d e z heater . 

A s k Do t R i c h a r d s o n a b o u t 
t h a t . W h e n s h e w a s 1 0 , 
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