
(Editor's Note: We received this call 
for action sent by several women's 
and human rights groups and 
individuals in Egypt. They 
denounce the act of gender 
discrimination enacted in a 
university in their country against 
two female professors. It is 
important to mobilize before such 
a case becomes common.) 

It is w i th grave conce rn that 
the u n d e r s i g n e d w o m e n ' s a n d 
h u m a n r ights organ iza t ions a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l s i n E g y p t v i ew the 
recent d i s c r i m i n a t o r y a c t i o n s 
t a k e n a g a i n s t two f e m a l e 
p r o f e s s o r s i n t h e f a c u l t y o f 
Science, Zagaz ig Univers i ty . T h i s 
d i sc r iminat ion , w h i c h cont rad i c t s 
the law a n d the cons t i tu t i on of the 
c o u n t r y a s w e l l a s a l l h u m a n 
rights convent ions to w h i c h Egypt 
is a s i g n a t o r y , w a s e n a c t e d 
through a dec is ion by the B o a r d 
of the above Facu l ty . The B o a r d 
dec ided to e x c l u d e two f emale 
professors f rom the supe rv i so r y 
committee of a doctorate thes is of 
a p o s t - g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t , i n 
a c q u i e s c e n c e to t h e s t u d e n t ' s 
r e q u e s t to h a v e n o " f e m a l e 
element' on the committee . 

O n 10 J a n u a r y 1 9 9 5 , t h e 
B o a r d of the S c i e n c e F a c u l t y 
approved the request by a post­
graduate s tuden t to change the 
s u p e r v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e of h i s 
doctoral thesis by t ak ing away the 
commit tee ' s " f emale e l e m e n t s . ' 
The B o a r d approved the dec i s ion 
of the R e s e a r c h C o m m i t t e e to 
replace Dr. Somaya E l - S h e i k h and 
Dr. Nab i la I smai l w i th one ma le 
professor. 

T h e c h e m i s t r y s e c t i o n , to 
which the two professors be long 
and unde r w h i c h the doctora l s t u ­
dent i s r e g i s t e r e d , me t o n 18 
J a n u a r y 1995 a n d u n a n i m o u s l y 
refused the Facu l t y ' s dec is ion . It 
noted that not only have the two 
female p r o f e s s o r s s u p e r v i s e d 
many thes is before bu t that they 
have c o n t r i bu t ed s ince 1972 to 
the es tab l i shment of the chemis ­
try section in the Sc ience Facu l t y . 

Respond ing to the chemis t ry 
s ec t i on ' s r epo r t , the R e s e a r c h 
Committee w i thdrew its dec is ion 
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a n d r e i n s t a t e d t h e o r i g i n a l 
superv isory committee . 

O n 14 September 1995, the 
h e a d o f Z a g a z i g U n i v e r s i t y 
a p p r o v e d th e d e c i s i o n o f t h e 
Research commit tee , r e ins ta t ing 
D r . S o m a y a E l - S h e i k h a n d D r . 
Nab i l a I smai l to the ir superv isory 
capac i ty over the s tudent ' s thesis . 

The s tudent refused to accept 
the univers i ty ' s dec is ion a n d filed 
a case w i t h the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
court . The cour t ru l ed in favor of 
the s tudent . 

We there fore a p p e a l to a l l 
h u m a n r ights , l abour r ights , a n d 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s a n d 
organisat ions a l l over the wor ld to 
raise the ir voices against th is act 
of gender d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , as yet 
unpreceden ted in the h i s to ry of 
Egyp t i an univers i t i es . We appea l 
to readers to s t and i n so l idar i ty 
w i t h the two female pro f essors 
u n t i l t h e w i t h d r a w a l of t h i s 
" s h a m e f u l ' d e c i s i o n b y t h e 
F a c u l t y ' s B o a r d , a d e c i s i o n 
d a m a g i n g to t h e s t a t u s o f 
Egypt ian univers i t ies as plat forms 
for c u l t u r e a n d e n l i g h t e n m e n t . 
Please send y o u r appea ls to the 
ins t i tu t i ons l isted below, most of 
wh i ch c an be reached by ma i l w i th 
only the name of the person a n d 
i n s t i t u t i o n wr i t t en . T h i s w o u l d 
also app ly to telexes. 

For further in format ion c a l l / 
fax (202) 3 3 6 7 1 8 6 . 

Send letters to: 
The E g y p t i a n E m b a s s y i n y o u r 
coun t r y 
M r . H o s n i M u b a r a k / P r e s i d e n t of 
Egypt 
Fax : (202) 3 5 5 5 1 7 7 
The People's Assemb l y 
Fax : (202) 5 7 4 8 8 2 2 . 
M r . H u s s e i n K a m e l B a h a - E l - D i n , 
M in i s t e r of E d u c a t i o n 
Fax : (202) 3 5 5 3 1 0 2 
The Haed of Zagaz ig Univers i ty 
(2055) 34552 

The New Women Research Center 
(NWRC) 
The Center for Egyptian Women 
Legal Aid (CEWLA) 
The Association for the 
Development and Enhancement of 

Women (ADEW) 
El-Nadim Center for Rehabilitation 
of Victims of Violence 
The Center for Human Rights Legal 
Aid (CHRLA) 
The Legal Research & Resource 
Center (LRRC) 
The Appropriate Communications 
Technology Center for Develop­
ment (ACT) 
Dr. Younan Labib Rizk, history 
professor 
Mona Zulficar, lawyer 
Dr. Nadia Farah, Director, Cairo 
Center for Development Studies 
Awatef Wali, People's Friends 
Association 

V I O L A T I O N S O F W O M E N ' S 
R E P R O D U C T I V E R I G H T S 

O n 5 J u n e 1996, the Mex ican 
S o c i a l S e c u r i t y I n s t i t u t e ' s 
So l idar i ty Programme held a day 
c l in i c i n S a n Migue l Pocitos in the 
mun i c i pa l i t y of Salt i l lo la Fragua , 
Pueb la . T h i s c o m m u n i t y of 1,300 
people l ives i n extreme poverty. 
D u r i n g what was supposedly a n 
examina t i on for the detection of 
cerv ica l a n d uter ine cancer , a n d 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g g i v e n t h e i r 
consent , women were fitted wi th 
interuter ine contracept ive devices 
( lUDs). 

The women reported that the 
local government workers warned 
them that if they d id not take part 
in th is campa i gn , they wou ld not 
rece ive t h e i r food a l l o w a n c e s . 
S o m e d a y s la te r , a n u m b e r of 
w o m e n suffered f rom infect ions 
a n d vag ina l b leed ing , a n d after 
seeing the doctor, found out about 
the l U D s . The phys i c i an wi th the 
Mex i can Soc ia l Securi ty Institute's 
So l idar i ty Programme threatened 
that if the women reported what 
h a d h a p p e n e d , they w o u l d no 
longer receive med ica l care. 

It i s a l so repor ted that the 
So l idary Programme rout inely fits 
p o s t - p a r t u m a n d pos t -D a n d C 
pat ients w i th l U D s . Th i s violates 
the women ' s r ight to make free 
c h o i c e s a s to the n u m b e r of 
c h i l d r e n t h e y w i s h to h a v e . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , s i m i l a r cases are 
reported in c ommun i t i e s i n S a n 
F r a n c i s c o , E l S a b i n a l , a n d 
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Gonza l ez Ortega. 
Please write to the M e x i c a n 

government protest ing these vio­
l a t i o n s of w o m e n ' s r i g h t s . 
Impover ished women , w i thout a l ­
ternatives to heal th care, are be ing 
forced to take part i n government-
r u n hea l th campa i gns . In these 
c a m p a i g n s , women receive c on ­
tracept ive dev ices w i thou t the i r 
pr io r knowledge or in formed con ­
sent. 
Wri te to: 
Lie. Ernes to Zedi l lo 
Presidente de l a Repub l i c a 
Palac io Nac iona l 
0 6 0 6 7 Mexico , D .F . Mexico 
Fax : 0 1 1 - 5 2 5 - 2 7 1 - 1 7 6 4 
Copies to: 
C o m i s i o n I n t e r n a c i o n a l de l os 
Profesionales de l a S a l u d p a r a l a 
S a l u d y los Derechos H u m a n o s 
Edi f ic io 22 Depto 904 
V i l l a O l imp i ca , Delegacion T l a l pan 
14020 Mex ico D .F . Mex ico 
Source: The S i s t e rhood is G l o b a l 
Inst itute, 2 0 A u g u s t 1996 

SYSTEMATIC R A P E IN RWANDA 
T h e F r e n c h r e l i e f a g e n c y 

D o c t o r s W i t h o u t B o r d e r s h a s 
reported that " the scope of rape 
in R w a n d a defies imag ina t i on . . . It 
appears that every a d u l t w o m a n 
a n d every ado lescent g i r l spared 
from a massac r e by mi l i t i as was 
then raped . " 

W h i l e the H u t u - l e d " e t h n i c 
c l e a n s i n g " i n R w a n d a i s w e l l 
documented a n d wel l k n o w n — a n 
est imated 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 to one mi l l i on 
R w a n d a n s , l a rge ly of the T u t s i 
t r i b e , w e r e k i l l e d — r e p o r t s of 
sys temat ic rape as a tact ic of war 
have received little a t tent ion. One 
survey, c onduc t ed in the cap i ta l 
K iga l i a n d several other areas by 
Rwanda ' s M i n i s t r y of Fam i l y a n d 
Women ' s Af fairs, es t imated that 
b e t w e e n A p r i l 1 9 9 4 a n d A p r i l 
1995 more t h a n 15 ,700 gir ls a n d 
w o m e n between the ages of 13 
a n d 65 were raped . In a l l areas 
i n w h i c h t h e H u t u m i l i t i a 
m a s s a c r e d c i v i l i a n s , they a l so 
raped women. Some women were 
gang-raped, some were forced to 
w a t c h th e i r f a m i l i e s m u r d e r e d 
a n d then were raped , a n d some 

were t aken as "pr i zes " of war a n d 
coerced into l i v ing in the homes 
of the m e n who raped them. In 
short , a cco rd ing to the report by 
D o c t o r s W i t h o u t B o r d e r s , rape 
w a s " s y s t e m a t i c , a r b i t r a r y , 
p l anned , a n d u s e d as a weapon 
of e t h n i c c l e a n s i n g to d e s t r o y 
c o m m u n i t y ties." 

M a n y of the d e t a i l s of the 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s s u r r o u n d i n g the 
rapes have been prov ided by the 
w o m e n w h o s u r v i v e d . A s the 
Un i t ed Nat ions In ternat iona l W a r 
C r i m e s T r i b u n a l i n The H a g u e 
c o n t i n u e s to i n v e s t i g a t e t h e 
atrocit ies a n d to seek ind i c tment 
of h u m a n r ights v io lat ions in both 
R w a n d a a n d B o s n i a , t h e s e 
women 's voices m u s t be heard . 
Source: Ms . , May/June 1996 

P L E A FOR PEACE 
M a y G o d ' s b l e s s i n g be 

bestowed on y o u . 
For the past 50 years, we have 

e n d u r e d the Z i o n i s t t e r r o r i s m . 
T h e r e a r e no w o r d s t h a t c a n 
descr ibe the na ture a n d crue l ty 
of these cr imes . Some of these 
include ' forceful occupat ion of part 
of o u r l a n d , d e s t r u c t i o n of o u r 
i n f r a s t ruc tu re , d a m a g i n g of o u r 
p l a n t a t i o n s a n d c r o p s a n d 
un lawfu l l y c o n s u m i n g ou r water 
suppl ies , c on t inuous air ra ids a n d 
she l l ing of vil lages a n d towns w i th 
w e a p o n s t h a t a r e b a n n e d b y 
in te rna t i ona l laws a n d the t ak ing 
of he lp less women a n d c h i l d r e n 
as hostages a n d h u m a n sh ie lds . 

After a l l these years of J e w i s h 
a n d Z i o n i s t h a t r e d , the I s rae l i 
nat ion st i l l has more to offer. They 
s h o w the i r i n t e n t i o n s to m a k e 
p e a c e by m o r e s h e l l i n g , 
d e s t r u c t i o n , i n v a s i o n a n d 
c r u c i f i x i o n o f i n n o c e n t a n d 
harmless people. Israel h a d been 
success fu l i n the ir A i r - S e a - L a n d 
operat ions , a t t a i n ing more t h a n 
50 a i r ra ids da i ly a n d more t h a n 
60 art i l lery rockets fired per h o u r 
from l a n d a n d sea bases . A n d 
evidently, their targets are c i v i l i an 
ca rs , homes , ho sp i t a l s , s choo l s 
a n d e v e n a m b u l a n c e s a n d 
pedest r ians . Fur the rmore , they 
shel led a n d destroyed part-of the 

e l e c t r i c i t y n e t w o r k s a n d wa t e r 
t a n k s . 

Las t bu t not the least , they 
commit ted massacres , the wors t 
of w h i c h was commi t t ed i n the 
vil lage of Q a n a , by she l l ing U n i t e d 
Nat ions bases she l t e r ing a l m o s t 
3 0 0 c i v i l i a n s , m o s t l y w o m e n , 
ch i l d r en a n d the elderly. K i l l ed 
we re 102 c i v i l i a n s ; 1 5 0 w e r e 
in jured . 

I s rae l ' s a c t i o n s l ed to the 
e vacua t i on of more t h a n h a l f a 
m i l l i o n c i v i l i ans t owards B e i r u t 
a n d the s u b u r b s a n d the evacuees 
c o u l d do n o t h i n g b u t o c c u p y 
schools , colleges a n d town ha l l s . 

F r o m t h e h e a r t o f t h i s 
res is t ing na t i on a n d in the face of 
the Z i o n i s t t e r r o r i s m , we a r e 
u r g i n g y o u a n d a l l t h o s e w h o 
believe i n h u m a n i t y a n d h u m a n 
r i gh ts , to s u p p o r t a n d he lp u s . 
Mos t of a l l , he lp u s t h r ough m a s s 
med ia . In m a n y press reports, the 
Z ion is t movement is able to h ide 
the t r u t h ; facts are al tered a n d 
forged. We are ready to provide 
detailed informat ion, rang ing from 
p i c t u r e s , s t a t i s t i c s a n d d o c u ­
ments to he lp y ou in y o u r efforts. 

T h i s is not j u s t o u r cause bu t 
a cause for a l l m a n k i n d . We t rus t 
i n y o u r efforts a n d we are wa i t ing 
y o u r response to o u r ca l l . 
Y o u r s isters i n the 
Soc ia l So l idar i ty Assoc ia t i on a n d 
Lebanese C u l t u r a l Assoc ia t i on 
H a r e t H u r e i k , D a k k a s h Street , 
Be i ru t , L ebanon 
Fax : 6 0 1 0 5 4 , 6 0 3 4 6 8 , 6 0 3 4 6 9 
Tel : 0 3 / 3 3 6 4 2 6 (cellular) 
Hajjeh Afaf A l - H a k i m 
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