
ROSTITUTION 
T h e A s i a n R e a l i t y 

Ka n i t a K a r m h a , a D u t c h 
t o u r c o m p a n y , r e c e n t l y 
c i r c u l a t e d a b r o c h u r e 
t h a t d e s c r i b e d p r o s t i ­
t u t e s i n T h a i l a n d 
a s " l i t t l e s l a v e s w h o give 
l ^ r e a l T h a i w a r m t h . " 

T w o y e a r s a g o i n A u g u s t , t h e 
A u s t r i a n a i r l i n e , L a u d a A i r , r a n a 
m o c k p o s t c a r d i n i t s i n - f l i g h t 
m a g a z i n e t h a t f e a t u r e d a p i c t u r e of a 
y o u n g , s h i r t l e s s g i r l w i t h a c a p t i o n 
s a y i n g , " F r o m T h a i l a n d w i t h l o v e . " 
T h e b a c k o f t h e p o s t c a r d e x p l a i n e d 
t h a t t h e w r i t e r s d i d n ' t h a v e t i m e to 
s a y m u c h b e c a u s e " t h e t a r t s i n t h e 
B a n g k o k B a b y C l u b a r e w a i t i n g f o r 
u s . " 

C h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n i s n o t n e w . B u t 
t o d a y i t h a s a s s u m e d t h e p r o p o r t i o n s 
of a m u l t i b i l l i o n d o l l a r i n d u s t r y , w i t h 
c h i l d r e n b e i n g b o u g h t , s o l d a n d 
t r a d e d l i k e o t h e r m a s s - p r o d u c e d 
g o o d s . B r a z i l a l o n e h a s b e t w e e n 
2 5 0 , 0 0 0 a n d 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 c h i l d r e n 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e s e x t r a d e , a n d a r e c e n t 
s t u d y c o n d u c t e d b y t h e B o g o t a 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e c o n c l u d e d t h a t 
t h e n u m b e r o f c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s i n t h e 
C o l o m b i a n c a p i t a l h a d n e a r l y t r i p l e d 
o v e r t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s . 

by Aaron Sacks 

B u t t h e c e n t r e o f t h e c h i l d s e x 
i n d u s t r y i s A s i a : c h i l d r e n ' s a d v o c a c y 
g r o u p s a s s e r t t h a t t h e r e a r e a b o u t 
6 0 , 0 0 0 c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s i n t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s , a b o u t 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n I n d i a a n d 
a b o u t 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n T h a i l a n d . M o s t o f t h e 
c h i l d r e n a r e g i r l s u n d e r 1 6 , t h o u g h 
t h e r e a re a few p a r t s of t h e w o r l d w h e r e 
b o y s a r e s o u g h t . F o r i n s t a n c e , a l m o s t 
a l l of S r i L a n k a ' s 2 0 , 0 0 0 to 3 0 , 0 0 0 c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t e s a r e b o y s . 

EXPLOITERS 
A s t r o u b l i n g a s i t m a y s o u n d , t h e 

e x p l o s i o n o f t h e c h i l d s e x t r a d e c o m e s 
d o w n to two b a s i c m a r k e t forces : s u p p l y 
a n d d e m a n d . A g l o b a l s o c i e t y d e s t a b i ­
l i s e d b y t h e H I V / A I D S p a n d e m i c , 
e n v i r o n m e n t c d s t r e s s a n d t h e r a p i d l y 
w i d e n i n g g a p b e t w e e n t h e r i c h a n d t h e 
p o o r a r e p r o d u c i n g m o r e p o t e n t i a l 
e x p l o i t e r s o f t h e s e x i n d u s t i y . 

A n d t h e c r i m i n a l s e x t r a f f i c k e r s , 
j u s t l i k e o the r o p p o r t u n i s t i c m i d d l e m e n , 
h a v e s t e p p e d i n to t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f 
t h e s i t u a t i o n w h i l e s o c i e t y h a s s i m p l y 
l o o k e d t h e o t h e r w a y . 

R u r a l p o v e r t y a n d p r e s s i n g s o c i o ­
e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s h a v e s e r v e d t o 
e x p a n d t h e p o t e n t i a l s u p p l y o f c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t e s . N o s t o r y i s m o r e 

w r e n c h i n g t h a n t h a t o f a c h i l d w h o 
h a s b e e n d e c e i v e d o r f o r c e d b y 
v i o l e n c e i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

B u t i t i s p e r h a p s e v e n m o r e t r a g i c 
w h e n p a r e n t s , w h o h a v e n o o t h e r 
c r i m i n a l d e a l i n g s , k n o w i n g l y offer t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n to s ex t ra f f i cke rs . W i t h o u t fa i th 
i n p o t e n t i a l e c o n o m i c o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y for g i r l s , p a r e n t s see n o p o i n t 
i n t r a i n i n g t h e i r f e m a l e c h i l d r e n , e i the r 
a t h o m e o r a t s c h o o l . 

M a n y p a r e n t s c a n h a r d l y f e e d 
t h e m s e l v e s a n d f i n d i t n e a r l y 
i m p o s s i b l e to r e f u s e a c a s h p a y m e n t 
i n e x c h a n g e for o n e o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r s , 
w h o m t h e y o f t e n e x p e c t to c o m e b a c k 
a few y e a r s l a t e r i n f u l l h e a l t h a n d w i t h 
s u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g s . 

In T h a i l a n d , e v e n p o o r , u n e d u c a t ­
e d v i l l a g e r s o f t en r e a l i s e t h a t a w o m a n 
i n t h e s e x i n d u s t r y , a s a s t u d y 
s p o n s o r e d b y the I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a b o u r 
O r g a n i s a t i o n ( ILO) h a s s h o w n , c a n 
m a k e a b o u t 2 5 t i m e s a s m u c h a s s h e 
c o u l d i n a n y other o c cup a t i on open to her . 

T h e c a u s e s of r u r a l pover ty i n r e c en t 
t i m e s , aie e v e n m o r e d i s t r e s s i n g . A l o n g 
the b o r d e r s o f Tha i l and , B u i T n a , Laos a n d 
C h i n a , peop l e d e p e n d e d o n the forest for 
t h e i r s u b s i s t e n c e . B u t l o g g i n g 
p r o j e c t s , w h e t h e r l e g a l o r i l l e g a l , a n d 
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w h e t h e r i n i t i a t e d b y n a t i o n a l 
g o v e rnmen t s , m u l t i - l a t e r a l deve lop­
m e n t b a n k s , t i m b e r c o m p a n i e s or 
frontier squatters , have laiid waste the 
area 's h i l l s i d e s over the p a s t th r ee 
decades . B e c a u s e the T h a i g o ve rn ­
m e n t w a s i n v e s t i n g so h e a v i l y i n 
l o g g i n g a n d l a r g e - s c a l e e x p o r t 
a g r i c u l t u r e , it h a s to c u t b a c k on i ts 
soc ia l spend ing . The poor , w i th the i r 
l ivelihood deprived and socia l secur i ty 
w i t h d r a w n , h a d nowhere to go. 

M e a n w h i l e the d e m a n d for c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t e s w a s g r o w i n g . A 
m y t h o l o g i s i n g of v i r g i n i t y fue l l ed it 
a n d fear of H l V / A l D S h a s f u r t h e r 
in tens i f i ed it. S a d l y , the invo l v ement 
of ch i ldren in pros t i tut ion is mere ly 
f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e s p r e a d of t h e 
d i s e a s e — a n d i s r a p i d l y k i l l i n g 
t h e m . A c c o r d i n g to S a p h a s i t 
K o o m p r a h a n t , d i r e c t o r of t h e 
Chi ldren ' s Rights Protect ion Centre 
in T h a i l a n d , the H IV in fect ion rate 
a m o n g T h a i c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s is 
now Eilmost 50 percent . 

W h e n bro the l owners d iscover 
tha t one of t h e i r g i r l s h a s the 
deadly d isease , they u s u a l l y s e n d 
he r s t r a i g h t b a c k to h e r h o m e 
v i l lage . O n c e the re , she gets c u t 
off from med i ca l care. A n d because 
s u c h c o m m u n i t i e s h a v e l i t t l e 
experience w i th HIV, the v i rus m a y 
end up spread ing even further. C h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n i s o n e of t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t forces d r i v i n g H I V / A I D S 
f rom i ts u r b a n c en t r e s ou t to r u r a l 
a r eas , w h i c h are s t i l l h o m e to a b o u t 
65 percent of the deve l op ing wo r l d ' s 
popula t i ons . 

In 1 9 6 7 , w h e n the U S g o v e r n ­
m e n t , e n t r e n c h e d i n the V i e t n a m 
W a r , s i gned a t r ea t y w i t h T h a i l a n d 
enab l ing U S so ld i e rs to come ashore 
for R & R (Rest a n d Relaixation), a new 
era d a w n e d , whe r e the sex i n d u s t r y 
go t w h a t a m o u n t e d to o f f i c i a l 
sanct ion . 

L e s s t h a n a d e c a d e l a t e r , 
T h a i l a n d h a d m o r e t h a n 2 0 , 0 0 0 
b r o t h e l s a n d o t h e r s e x - i n d u s t r y 
establishments. The hyped mythology 
of the young , submiss i v e g ir ls wa i t ing 
for wealthy tourists i n sul t ry southeast 
A s i a was m a k i n g i ts way a r o u n d the 
world. 

Three y ea rs ago, the J a p a n e s e 
F o u n d a t i o n for A I D S p reven t i on , a n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e 

J a p a n e s e g o v e r n m e n t , l a u n c h e d a 
h igh-pro f i l e pos ter c a m p a i g n . T h e i r 
c e n t r a l i m a g e w a s of a m i d d l e - a g e d 
m a n w e a r i n g a b u s i n e s s s u i t , 
g r inn ing , a n d d isp lay ing h i s passport . 
T h e c a p t i o n r e a d : " H a v e a n i c e t r i p ! 
B u t b e c a r e f u l o f A I D S . " T h e 
a s s u m p t i o n s i m p l i c i t i n t h i s pos t e r 
po in t to the ma jor factor b e h i n d the 
i n c r e a s e i n d e m a n d f o r c h i l d 
p ros t i tu tes : sex t o u r i s m . 

W h e n chal lenged, the F o u n d a t i o n 
j u s t i f i e d i t s c a m p a i g n as a r ea l i t y 
c h e c k , c i t i n g the s t a t i s t i c t ha t , 60 
p e r c e n t of J a p a n e s e m e n w h o 
cont rac ted HIV th rough he te rosexua l 
sex d id so overseas. B u t the language 

Rural poverty and 
pressing socio­

economic conditions 
have served to expand 
the potential supply of 

child prostitutes. 

a n a l l - o u t e f fo r t to a t t r a c t r i ch 
f o r e i gne rs to the c o u n t r y ' s var ious 
t o u r i s t f a c i l i t i e s . A f t e r a l l , US 
s p e n d i n g o n R & R q u a d r u p l e d 
be tween 1967 a n d 1970 , f rom about 
$ 5 b i l l i o n to $ 2 0 b i l l i o n . 

B y 1 9 7 5 , T h a i l a n d , w i th the help 
of W o r l d B a n k e c o n o m i s t s , had 
i n s t i t u t e d a N a t i o n a l P l a n of Tourist 
D e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h s p e c i a l l y 
underwro te the sex indus t ry . The new 
p lan basical ly j u s t buttressed the 1966 
Ente r ta inment P l a ces^c t , the national 
l a w t h a t h a d m a d e p o s s i b l e the 
internat iona l R & R treaty. 

W i t h o u t d i r e c t l y l e g a l i s i n g 
p r o s t i t u t i o n , t h e A c t r e f e r r e d 

r e p e a t e d l y to t h e " p e r s o n a l 
serv ices " sector. A c co rd ing to Thai 
f emin i s t , S u k y a n a H a n t r a k u l , the 
law "was enac ted to pave the way 
for w h o r e h o u s e s to be legalised in 
the guise of massage par lours , bars, 
n i gh tc lubs , t eahouses , etc." 

of the c a p t i o n , i n the n a m e of A I D S 
p r e v e n t i o n , c o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d as 
endors ing exploitative sexua l behavior 
a n d g iv ing sanct ion to those b u s i n e s s 
a n d t rave l agenc ies that a r range sex 
t o u r s i n p o o r e r c o u n t r i e s l i k e 
Thg i i land, Ph i l i pp ine s a n d S r i L a n k a . 

" R i c h t our i s t s , " a c co rd ing to E l l i s 
S h e n k , the d i r e c t o r of the New Y o r k 
breinch of the Internationad Campai ign 
to E n d C h i l d P r o s t i t u t i o n i n A s i a n 
T o u r i s m (ECPAT) , "have reahsed that 
h u m a n life i s c h e a p e r i n the T h i r d 
Wor ld " . 

ENCOURAGE 
The F i r s t W o r l d even went so far 

as to e n c o u r a g e c o u n t r i e s l i k e 
T h a i l a n d to develop the ir sex t o u r i s m 
i n d u s t r i e s — a l t h o u g h no t qu i t e so 
expl ic i t ly . 

In 1 9 7 1 , Robe r t M c N a m a r a , the 
pres ident of the W o r l d B a n k , w i thou t 
s p e c i f i c a l l y m e n t i o n i n g t h e s e x 
i n d u s t r y , u r g e d T h a i l a n d to 
s u p p l e m e n t i ts expor t act iv i t i es w i t h 

EMBEDDED 
Of course , ch i l d prost i tut ion in 

A s i a is not complete ly governed by 
the p o l i t i c s a n d e c o n o m i c s of sex 
t o u r i s m — i t i s a l s o d e e p l y 
e m b e d d e d i n m a n y l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l cu l tu r e s . 

In T h a i l a n d f o r i n s t a n c e , 
a c c o r d i n g to H a r v a r d researcher 

H n i n H n i n Pyne, 75 percent of a l l men 
have h a d sex w i t h a p ros t i tu t e . And 
on the bo rde r be tween M a h a r a s h t r a 
a n d K a r n a t a k a i n Ind i a , bel ievers in 
the H i n d u i s t d e v a d a s i s y s t e m , who 
today n u m b e r in the thousands , have 
been d e d i c a t i n g the i r daugh t e r s to a 
r e l i g i o u s l y s a n c t i o n e d l i f e of 
p r o s t i t u t i o n f o r w e l l o v e r a 
m i l l e n n i u m . 

In the 1 9 9 0 s , however , the child 
s e x i n d u s t r y i s no l o n g e r j u s t a 
s h a m e f u l r e m i n d e r of the c r i m i n a l 
e l ement l u r k i n g b e n e a t h the surface 
of every c i v i l i z a t i o n . It p o i n t s to a 
f u n d a m e n t a l in jus t i ce i n the current 
m a t e r i a l i s t w o r l d o r d e r — a global 
w i l l i ngness to sacr i f ice society 's most 
v u l n e r a b l e m e m b e r s for the sake of 
o t h e r ' s e c o n o m i c a n d s e x u a l 
g r a t i f i c a t i o n . We are qu i t e l i teral ly 
mor tgag ing ou r future . 
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