
The Amity Foundation 
says that China's 
orphanages lack funds 
but they're never short 
of concern for their 
wards. 

THE AMITY FOUNDATION STATEMENT 

The 
the 

tory 

(Editor's note: The H u m a n Rights Report "Death by Default" - China State Orphanages also spoke about the deaths of 
gir l ch i ldren i n Ch ina ' s orphanages. We cou ld not reprint the whole report here—it 's a whole book—but since we 
repr inted "The Dy ing Rooms, " we decided to r u n Ami ty Foundat ion 's statement i n the spir i t of ba lanced reporting.) 

Recently, the Ami t y 
F o u n d a t i o n h a s 
received a n u m b e r 
of i nqu i r i e s about 
o u r w o r k w i t h 
o r p h a n a g e s . 
These have been i n 
r e s p o n s e to a 

report pub l i shed by H u m a n Rights 
W a t c h / A s i a w h i c h d o c u m e n t s 
s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s i n C h i n e s e 
o r p h a n a g e s i n g e n e r a l , a n d the 
S h a n g h a i C h i l d r e n ' s W e l f a r e 
I n s t i t u t e i n p a r t i c u l a r . U n f o r 
t u n a t e l y , t h i s r e p o r t m a k e s 
s w e e p i n g j u d g e m e n t s a b o u t the 
general s i tuat ion i n C h i n a , employ
i n g h i g h l y c h a r g e d r h e t o r i c b u t 
fail ing to substant iate many c la ims. 

The Ami ty Founda t i on has tr ied, 
ove r t h e y e a r s , to a d d r e s s t h e 
prob lems of o rphans a n d o r p h a n 
ages i n C h i n a i n a concrete way. Mr . 
T i n g Y e n r e n , A s s o c i a t e G e n e r a l 
Secretary of the Ami ty Founda t i on , 
made the fol lowing comments . 
1. W h i l e we at A m i t y cind m a n y 
o t h e r s i n C h i n a are c a l l i n g for 
increased government f und ing for 
o r p h a n a g e s , t h e H u m a n R i g h t s 
Watch report c la ims that orphainage 

j obs are high-pay ing and people l and 
there through good connections. At 
the same t ime, it causes some staff 
of Shanghai Orphanage of committing 
what it terms intent ional " summary 
r e so lu t i on " a n d g ives r e a d e r s the 
impress i on that deliberately a l lowing 
i n f a n t s to d i e i s a w i d e - s p r e a d 
pract ice i n Ch ina . In so doing, the 
report changes the issue of funding 
shortage into one of a c r imina l case 
a n d ac tua l l y pu t s the government 
entirely out of the picture. Since the 
funding shortage wi l l only perpetuate 
the di f f icult ies Ch ina ' s orphanages 
are faced w i t h , we have s e r i o u s 
doubts about the true motive of the 
HumEin Rights Wa tch report. 

As for the chairge of " s u m m a r y 
reso lut ion , " a l though we do not k n o w 
the a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n at S h a n g h a i 
Orphanage , we cannot believe that 
the social workers we have come to 
know through work ing w i th var ious 
o rphanages over the yea rs w o u l d 
shaire s u c h c r im ina l intent ion. 
2. Orphainages i n C h i n a are i n great 
need of help, both from w i th in C h i n a 
a n d w i thou t . The H u m a n R i gh t s 
Wa t ch report, however, distorts the 
reality that one of the basic prob lems 

w i t h C h i n a ' s w e l f a r e w o r k is 
insuff ic ient fund ing from the govern
ment. Th i s is also a p rob l em that 
schools and medicEil c l in ics face at 
the g rass roo ts leve l . The fund ing 
shortage not only r esu l t s i n di lapi
da ted fac i l i t i es , b u t also dampens 
staff morale to vairious degrees. 

The staff at an orphanage often 
fall i n the lowest income brackets . 
The government, i n order to reuse the 
profile of school teachers, nurses and 
welfare ins t i tu t i on staff, does have a 
pol icy of offering them higher sedaries 
t h a n t h o s e of o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t 
emp loyees w i t h the same level of 
educa t i on a n d the same l ength of 
work experience. Even so, however, 
the real income of the orphainage staff 
is st i l l Eimong the lowest because, by 
wo rk ing at a non-prof i t ins t i tu t i on , 
they receive cilmost no bonuses or 
any other fringe benefits, whereas, for 
the ir counterpar ts i n other ins t i tu 
t ions, government salary often makes 
u p o n l y a s m a l l f r a c t i o n of the 
income. 

A s a r e s u l t of t h e f u n d i n g 
shor tage , the t a l en t ed a m o n g the 
orphanage staff may be attracted to 
jobs that pay better, and the ones left 
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b e h i n d are fur ther looked down upon 
b y o t h e r s o r b y t h e m s e l v e s as 
f a i l u r e s . T h e r e f o r e , as we v i s i t 
o rphanages , we do f rom t ime to time 
f ind low mora l e and irresponsibi l i ty 
on the par t of some staff. We can 
also bel ieve that some ch i ldren may 
die of m a l n u t r i t i o n or the l a ck of 
adequate care. Yet th is is one of the 
very r e a s o n s w h y we s h o u l d work 
w i th orphanages . 

T h i s i s n o t j u s t A m i t y ' s 
a s s e s s m e n t of t h e p r o b l e m w i t h 
C h i n a ' s o rphanages . It is also the 
v i ew s h a r e d b y c o m m i t t e d soc ia l 
w o r k e r s i n o r p h a n a g e s a n d c i v i l 
a f f a i r s b u r e a u s w h o are d e e p l y 
c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e y c a n n o t offer 
c h i l d r e n good care u n d e r very low 
budgets a n d that not enough young 
people ace w i l l i n g to take over their 
pos i t i ons w h e n they retire. In fact, 
the p r o b l e m of fund ing shortages is 
so obv ious there 's no wonder why the 
H u m a n R i gh ts W a t c h report turns a 
b l i n d eye to it. 

3. Improv ing the wo rk of orphanages 
not only r equ i res greater funding. It 
also needs part ic ipatory management 
a n d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of account
abil i ty. We aire concerned that the 
H u m a n R i g h t s W a t c h repor t may 
p r o v i d e t h e p r e t e x t for a s m a l l 
n u m b e r of officials to go to extremes 
a n d d e n y d e m a n d s for m o r e 
pcirt ic ipation and accountabi l i ty . The 
report comes at a t ime when there is 
growing p u b l i c concern w i th in Ch ina , 
and w h e n non-government involve
m e n t i s s t a r t i n g to m a k e the 
orphanage staff susp i c i ous of these 
efforts damages ou r work. 

T h e s e d a y s , a l l of C h i n a i s 
mov ing t oward a marke t economy, 
a n d t h i s i s a m i x e d b l e s s i n g for 
Ch ina ' s welfare ins t i tu t ions . O n the 
one hand , the balance is further tilted 
against t h e m because government 
funds are a lso b e i n g d ra ined into 
use s that offer good prof it . W i t h 
i n f l a t i o n a n d t a x e v a s i o n , the 
government is increasingly unable to 
provide suf f ic ient funds for welfaie 
inst i tut ions. O n the other hand , this 
is also a t ime w h e n we have many 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s u b s t a n t i a l 
improvemen t i n the wo rk of these 
ins t i tu t ions . T h a n k s to the reform 
policy, there is more money in non
government sec tors eind i n private 

h a n d s , s o m e of w h i c h c a n be 
channelled into welfare work. There 
is also a growing pub l i c awareness of 
the difficulties faced by orpheinages, 
schools and rura l cl inics. Pressure is 
bui lding for change cind improvement. 
E v e n t u a l l y , m o r e f i n a n c i a l a n d 
legislative measures w i l l be taken to 
safeguard the rights and interests of 
orphans and abeindoned chi ldren. 

M s . W u A n ' a n , i n c h a r g e of 
Amity 's Socia l Welfare D iv i s i on , adds 
to this: 

It is not enough to j u s t ta lk about 
the s i t u a t i o n i n t h e C h i n e s e 
orphanages. Even more importantly, 
the root cause of the current prob lems 
needs to be addressed. Mos t of the 
chi ldren in the orphanages Eire there 
because they have been abandoned 
by their parents, either because they 
are girls or because they 8ire s ick or 
h a n d i c a p p e d . To h i g h l i g h t t h i s 
p r o b l e m . A m i t y , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
Shangha i Te lev is ion 2, p roduced a 
documentary about a Chinese couple 
who had found and ra ised more than 
20 abandoned ch i ldren . Th i s f i lm, 
produced in 1989, was subsequent ly 
shown on several local cind prov inc ia l 
TV stations in Ch ina . The document
a ry w a s m e a n t to e d u c a t e t h e 
Chinese pub l i c about the s i tuat ion 
of a b a n d o n e d c h i l d r e n , a n d i t 
a p p e a l e d to p a r e n t s to t a k e 
responsibi l i ty for their own ch i ldren 
a n d not to a b a n d o n t h e m . (For 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , see A m i t y 
Newsletter No. 14, A u t u m n 1990.) 

W h e n we f i r s t a p p r o a c h e d 
Nanjing Orphanage 10 years ago, the 
s i t u a t i o n t h e r e w a s v e r y b a d . 
Ch i ld ren were poorly clothed and fed; 
the staff had poor work ing sk i l l s and 
l a cked e n t h u s i a s m , r e s u l t i n g i n a 
lack of care for the ch i ldren. There 
were aJso adminis t ra t ive prob lems. 
This is why Ami ty wanted to help. 

T o d a y t h i n g s have c h a n g e d 
d ramat i ca l l y . A m i t y s p o n s o r e d a 
rehabi l i tat ion section at the orphan
age, and seconded one A m e r i c a n -
tr^uned Hongkong therapist to get it 
going. This project exclusively served 
ch i ldren i n the orphanage, not self-
paying patients. Since the rehabi l i 
t a t i on s e c t i on was set u p i n the 
o rphanage , the N a n j i n g R e h a b i l i 
tat ion Center for D isab led Ch i l d r en 
has started to open their services to 

orphsin ch i ld ren also, something that 
h a d no t h a p p e n e d be fo re . The 
treatment of these ch i ld ren is paid 
for by d o n a t i o n s f r om some loca l 
organizat ions. 

In addi t ion to the rehabi l i tat ion 
sec t ion . A m i t y set up a volunteer 
p rog ram, ca l l ed the " G r a n d m o t h e r 
Progrcim," at the Nanj ing Orphanage. 
Fou r ret ired nurses and doctors from 
Nanj ing were sponsored by Amity to 
wo rk at the orphanage five days a 
week, t r a in ing staff a n d improv ing 
the care of the c h i l d r e n . These 
"grandmothers , " who were there on 
a day-to day b a s i s , have to ld me 
m a n y t i m e s h o w t h i n g s have 
i m p r o v e d at the o rphanage . (For 
more detai led reports about Amity 's 
invo lvement w i th Ch inese o rphan
ages, see Ami ty Newsletter Nos. 19, 
20 , 25 and 30.) 

A m i t y h a s now t e rm ina t ed i ts 
a s s i s t a n c e for the o r p h a n a g e i n 
Neinjing, as there are now plenty of 
v o l u n t a r y w o r k e r s , as w e l l as 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s who 
r e g u l a r l y g ive d o n a t i o n s . M a n y 
famil ies have "adopted" chi ldren, that 
is they regulcirly tcike them out for 
short t r ips or mea l s , even though 
they cannot legally adopt them. 

O u r Graindmother Program, on 
the o t h e r h a n d , h a s now b e e n 
extended to four more orphanages; 
Y a n g z h o u , W u x i , C h a n g z h o u a n d 
Shangha i . 

A m i t y h a s a lso t r i ed to ra ise 
awareness of the orphanage situation 
a m o n g c h u r c h wo rke r s . S t u d e n t s 
f r o m the N a n j i n g T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary, organized by Amity, have 
v is i ted the Nanj ing orphanage, and 
have been encouraged to get involved 
i n orphanages i n the places where 
they wi l l be working as pastors. 

T h e A m i t y F o u n d a t i o n h a s 
Eilways bel ieved i n changing things 
by doing something about them. 

Nanjing 18 January 1996 

For more information, contact: 
Amity Foundation 
17 Da Jian Xiang, Nanjing, China 
210029 

Hurrum Rights Watch 
485 Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor, New 
York, NY. 10017, U.S.A. 
E-mail: genaos^rw.org 
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New Books on W O M E N AND THE UN 
One of the positive outcomes from recent wor ld 

conferences organized by the U N is the weal th of 
in fo rmat ion presented i n s u c h ga ther ings . Often 
c ons c i e n t i ous l y o rgan i zed i n the form of books , 
conference proceedings serve as va luable tools for 
analysis and action. Examples of such are two current 
publications. 

The first one is the book Women and the United 
Nations: Reflections and New Horizons. Ed i t ed by 
F i l omena C. Steady a n d Remie Toure , th i s book 
addresses timely questions such as: How beneficial have 
U N programs been for women in the developing world? 
How must the U N change to make future programs more 
effective? What do the experiences of women working 
within the U N system tell us about the UN's commitment 
to gender equity? Compi led in this book are the papers 
and statements presented at the F o r u m of Women 
Professionals organized by the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) in V ienna in May 
1995. The seminar was one of the activities that marked 
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the UN and also 
served as a preparatory activity for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women. 

The second book, also edited by Fi lomena C. Steady, 
Women and Children First: EntAronment, Poverty and 
Sustainable Development is an anthology of papers 
presented at the symposium "Women and Chi ldren First: 
The Impact of Poverty and Environmental Degradation 

WOMEN 
UN, r and the 

iim 
NATIONS 
Reflections and 
Nfw tioruans 

tdiledby 
FikMnJiM C. Steady and Remi. 

on Women and Chi ldren" 
he l d i n G e n e v a i n M a y 
1991. These essays were 
among the earliest subs
tant i ve i n p u t s in to the 
po l icy cons ide ra t i ons of 
governments in prepara
tion for the Earth Summit . 
They a l s o s e r v e d as 
lobbying tools for the incorporation of 
the needs, concerns and aspirations of 
women and chi ldren in Agenda 21 , the 
programme of action that came out of 
the Earth Summit . 

The book hopes to be able to enrich 
the discourse on the role of gender and 
age in the distribution, management and 
protection of natural resources. Moreover, it aims to 
highlight the importance of ensur ing a central role for 
women and chi ldren in policies and programs designed 
to promote sustainable development. 

To order copies of the books and for additional 
information, contact: 

Schenkman Books, Inc. 
118 Main Street 
Rochester, VT 05767 
Tel: (802) 767-3702 
Fax: (802) 767-9528 

F i l o m i n a C h i u m . i :>tejd\,i'r, 

A "cannot miss" resource on contemporary women in Japan! 

AMPO: Japan-Asia Quarterly Review (Vol.25 No.4-Vol.26-No1) 
The Women's Movement at a Crossroad: Looking toward Beijing 

Articles include: 
Issues for Japanese Feminism by Kanai voshiko 

Contemporary Women's Movement in Japan 
roundtable discussion with Kitazawa Yoko, Matsui Yayori, Ehara Yumiko, Nakajima U c h i k o , 

and Yunomae Tomoko 

Economic Development and Asian Women by Matsui Yoyori 

Ten Years under the Equal Employment Opportunity Law 
by Nakano Mami 

Government Policies toward Women by Hayashi Y O K O 

Military Sexual Slavery by Yamazaki Hiromi 

Lesbians and Sexual Self-Determinationby Hara Minako 

Plus much much more!! 

$14.00/copy for this issue or $28.00 for a one year subscription 

Pacific Asia Resource Center (PARC) j -
P.O.Box 5250, Tokyo International Post Office, Japan ! 

Tel 81-3-3291-5901 Fax 81-3-3292-2437 -
E-mail: PARC @ TW1CS.COM 
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