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Andrea Raquel Bdralin Tiglao or Ria is a 24-year old Filipina feminist who is a co-producer of Rocks 
Productions, a group that organizes rock concerts, ballets, and plays. Ria finished herB.A. Degrees 
in Philosophy and Fine Arts at Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts, U. S.A. Here, in this interview 
with Irene R. Chia, she speaks about her views on feminism. . 

Irene: M a n y people—^women inc luded—f ind the 
feminist label loaded. How do y o u react to be ing 
cal led one? 
Ria: I t h i n k n o w I c a n ca l l myse l f a feminis t 
a l though I never though t of myse l f that way 
before. L ook ing back t h o u g h , 1 t h i n k I a lready 
h a d the v a l u e s of a f em in i s t s i n ce b e i n g a 
feminist i s mos t l y asser t ing myse l f not on ly as 
a h u m a n be ing b u t as a w o m a n . I have a lways 
pu t that on the forefi-ont. I a lways need to speak 
u p for wha t I bel ieve i n . 

I a l r eady felt s t r ong l y a b o u t j u s t i c e a n d 
equal i ty for w o m e n a n d g i r l s at a n ear ly age. I 
entered Mt . Ho lyoke Col lege, a n a l l -women 's 
college w i t h definite bel iefs i n women ' s rights, 
w h i c h a l l the more r e in f o r c ed m y f em in i s t 
values. I guess that 's w h e n I started identi fy ing 
w i t h f emin i sm. It s tar ted i n college because 

Ria, at left: Passionate about justice. 

being " feminist" was part of the cul ture . I w o u l d 
have ca l l ed myse l f a feminis t m u c h ear l ier h a d 
I b e e n more f ami l i a r w i t h the t e rm a n d i t s 
history. I'm more acqua in ted w i t h the women 's 
movement i n the U S A because I s tud i ed there. 
Wh i l e I'm aware that m a n y people t h i n k that 
m o s t f e m i n i s t s are l e s b i a n s , I p a r t i c u l a r l y 
appreciate that i n the h is tory of the women ' s 
movement i n the U S A , the l e sb i ans have been 
i ts p ioneers a n d that m u s t be acknowledged . 

I t h i n k I look u p to w o m e n who are real ly 
s t rong a n d most of t h e m are i n fact feminis ts . 
B u t somet imes there 's a negative side to th i s , 
because I t end to get annoyed w i t h w o m e n who 
seem to a l low themselves to be oppressed even 
as I k n o w that most w o m e n are abused by m e n 
s imp ly because they are women . 

B u t I do k n o w too that there are w o m e n 
who p lay the role of the weaker 
s e x a n d u s e t h i s to t h e i r 
advantage w h i c h t ends to p u t 
d o w n w o m e n . S i n c e I h a v e 
a l w a y s b e l i e v ed i n a s s e r t i n g 
myself , I can't imag ine h o w it 
w o u l d be to m y advantage to 
play the weaker sex. Somet imes 
th i s m a k e s me defensive a n d I 
t end to overreact. 

T h i s I t h i n k comes from the 
need to protect myse l f f rom a 
m a n ' s a g g r e s s i o n . If a m a n 
b locks my way, m y first react ion 
w o u l d be to defend myself . M y 
ow n exper ience as a w o m a n as 
w e l l a s m y e x p o s u r e to m y 
mo the r ' s w o r k o n c o u n s e l i n g 
bat tered w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , 
p r o v e t h a t t h e r e i s m o r e 
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aggression against women and I have probably 
internalized a reactive mode of thinking i n 
terms of this. 

Men see that I am a woman: small, th in 
and they think they can push me around. But 
they don't know me and they don't know I can 
be as strong or smart as they are. For me 
feminism means women are free to do what they 
really th ink is right. What you should or 
shouldn't do cannot be based on your sex. That 
is how I define myself as a feminist. 

Q: So how do you express your feminism? 
How does it manifest in your behavior and 
your thinking? 
A: As a woman, I don't want to be seen as weak. 
When 1 work with men I show them that I am 
as intellectually capable as anybody else, or 
even better. It's one way of showing other people 
that women are their equals and even more. 
That's the only way I can reaUy help in terms of 
the feminist movement, to encourage other 
women to enhance and develop a sharper and 
logical thinking. My parents' thinking and my 
background in Philosophy studies have made 
me put importance in this aspect of my being. 

Q: Children usually don't follow the line of 
work their parents do and your mother is 
very much involved in women's causes. What 
do you think will your career path be? 
A: Well, even if I feel the same passion as my 
parents have for justice and fireedom, I don't 
feel I have to belong to any organization to be a 
feminist or to help other people. I guess that's 
my little rebell ion. My career path at the 
moment is of a business nature, like what I am 
doing now as a producer. Our company is 
moving towards advertising and publications 
wherein I wi l l be able to use my knowledge in 
art. 1 am also pursuing my painting, one of my 
passions. 

Q: Okay, but as a feminist, what issues are 
you most passionate about? 
A: Justice, that's my passion. I wanted to be a 
lawyer when I was younger. In primary and 
secondary school, there's no justice in the way 
the administration treats the students. There 
are teachers there who humiliated students. 
These things should not be happening, most of 
the time there is no justice because sometimes 
people, especially women, are not used to 

Q: But how do you think is your 
interpretation of feminism similar to or 
different from how other women involved 
in women's issues would view feminism? 
A: I can't say that my views on feminism 
eire unique because I'm sure other women 
share some of my experiences as a woman. 
The only difference I could think of is the 
way in which my beliefs came about, and 
how through my own development as a 
person, I have learned to live my life with a 
feminist point of view. I wouldn't be able to 
judge the different views because there are 
many women with their many experiences. 

I think feminism will work 
better if we infiltrate the system 
and break down the oppressive 
structures and misconceptions 

that put down women. 

so speaking out for themselves. Probably that's 
how women are conditioned: to be passive. 

Q: In terms of your work as producer of Rocks 
Productions, do you think you are able to 
express your feminism? 
A: Oh, yes, definitely. I have a male partner, 
and we are equally i n charge of organizing, 
directing and managing a concert or show. As 
a producer and a woman, I make sure that all 
our male staff and crew respect the women 
guests and their women co-workers. I'm also 
able to command authority and respect among 
our mostly male crew. I think and work as a 
feminist. And I am able to do that i n my work. 

Q: What do you think are the top three issues 
for women in the Philippines and why? 
A: First is poverty. Many Filipino women do 
not have the financial capability to stand on their 
own and that's why they have to depend on men. 
As opportunities are mostly given to men, the 
more dependent women become on their 
husbands or partners. I think this inevitably 
keeps women from becoming free and happy. 

Second are the very restrictive moral issues 
imposed by the church and society on women. 
Women have to give birth. Women carmot use 
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contraceptives. Women who are liberated are 
called bitches. 

The third issue is objectification. Women 
always have to be attractive, useful and most 
of all "feminine" to be respected and to have a 
place i n society. If a woman diverts from these 
"norms", she is punished. 

I think al l these women's issues have a 
direct co-relation with men. That's the reason 
why I didn't want to work for a company. I 
already know the dynamics in an ofBce where 
the men are the ones usually i n power. I don't 
want to deal with that. There wil l be trouble 
because I would not let those things happen to 
me. I really looked for ways so I can work i n 
my own terms. In my work I feel that I am in 
charge of things and I don't have to worry about 
pleasing anybody. Also my male partner 
respects me as a woman. 

__ 
...media is one of the 
most powerful tools 
of communication in 

this day and age.. 
Q: What actions are women taking to address 
these isuues? 
A: The women's organizations in the Philippines 
are fighting for reproductive rights and women's 
rights. They go to urban and rural areas to re
educate women. I think it's only the women's 
(Jbrganizations who do this. 

Q: In which direction do you think is the 
women's movement heading? 
A: I think the direction it's heading is towards 
a more unified women's movement. And it is 
important for the women's movement to reach 
out to young students and children. I think 
educated chi ldren should be init iated into 
feminism because they are the ones more likely 
to get i n positions of power. 

^ I also think the women's movement should 
get into the mainstream through media. The 
majority of people s t i l l see the women's 
movement as a reactive group. I think the 
women's movement should try other avenues 

and be attuned with the times. People are more 
cynical nowadays. They've already heard of 
activism before and they think it doesn't work 
anymore. 

There is a lot of work to be done for feminists 
in the media. On TV commercials, programs, 
movies, advertising, and i n the arts, we sti l l 
see women being objectified and commodified. 
I think women should be portrayed as strong 
and positive. I think feminism wil l work better 
if we infiltrate the system and break down the 
oppressive structures and misconceptions that 
put down women. 

Q: Being a daughter of a feminist, do you see 
any difference or similarity between you and 
your mother? 
A: First of all, my mother works more effectively 
in an organization. She likes the interaction 
w i t h i n o rgan i za t i ons . My m o m i s more 
systematic and process-oriented in the way she 
works with people. I tend to be more "to-the-
point." She's vocal but I think I'm 10 times 
more vocal. 

She believes in the activist style of getting 
things done. I guess my generation is more 
individualistic, probably because we're more 
cjrnical. During her time, she had causes to 
fight for but now there are too many problems, 
too many causes. It's harder for people to get 
together to fight against one cause because 
people are too involved i n their own personal 
dilemmas. Now we're finding out that people 
have more psychological baggages that they 
have to deal with first. 

I was also involved in organizations (Filipino, 
Asian, College Networks etc.) and what I didn't 
l ike was that there were a lot of in te rna l 
problems. When the organization becomes 
bigger, problems like funding or people pushing 
for their issues occur. That's why I'm not i n 
any organization now. I think in some sense, 
my mom and I are similar i n what we both 
believe in. She's married and she cooks because 
she Ukes to cook. I can be strong but I can also 
serve a man or a woman. It doesn't bother me 
for as long as I know I'm doing what I think is 
right. You don't have to follow the ABCs of being 
a feminist. I would feel constricted if I were i n 
an organization because I would prefer to do 
things on my own. 

But our difference is that I'm too aggressive 
sometimes, because I want my views to be heard 
and understood right away. My mom is more 
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e v e n - t e m p e r e d tha in I a m . S h e ' s a s a i n t 
c o m p a r e d to anyone I know. I'm very p r o u d of 
her . I l ook u p to her a n d I try to fol low her b u t 
i n another way. O u r personal s i tuat ions are very 
different, the people I've worked w i t h a n d I've 
k n o w n . 

Q: What do you th ink are the kinds of 
backlash that feminists have to endure ? 
A: Fo r one, feminis ts are be ing perce ived as 
ant i - fami ly because feminis ts are more w i l l i n g 
to accept different forms of family. F em in i s t s 
have no quar re l w i t h single mothers , or two-
w o m e n or two-men famil ies. 

A n o t h e r i s the pressure o n younger w o m e n 
to be independent because be ing independent 
m e a n s be ing strong. It shou ldn ' t be a mus t , 
because it goes back to the th ink ing that women 
s h o u l d be funct iona l . If you're a w o m a n a n d 
y o u don ' t have a j ob y o u get asked : "What? ! 
You ' re j u s t a housewife? That 's a l l y o u do?" A l l 
m y peers are t r y ing to achieve a n d be o n top of 
the i r careers a n d to be " superwomen. " I t h i n k 
i t w i l l come to a po int wher i w o m e n w i l l feel 
tha t the object ives of the women 's movement, 
m i gh t beoome more f rustrat ing t h a n ful f i l l ing 
i f they t r i ed to r each these idea ls a l l at once. 

Q: What do the women's movement think 
about lesbianism and Is there a lesbian 
movement to speak of? 
A: I d o n ' t r e a l l y k n o w w h a t the f e m i n i s t 
movement t h i n k s about l e sb i an i sm. B u t I do 
k n o w that the feminist movement i n genera l 
p r o v i d e s a l o t o f s u p p o r t to t h e l e s b i a n 
movement espec ia l ly o n the i ssue of w o m e n 
r ights b u t I d o n t th ink lesbian issues are always 
deal th w i t h intell igently, especially i n Phi l ippine 
society. 

H o m o s e x u a l s are m o r e a c c e p t e d t h a n 
l e s b i a n s b e c a u s e the soc i e ty i s s c a r e d of 
s tronger women . I guess that for most people, 
l e sb ians w o u l d be the extreme of what a s t rong 
w o m a n c o u l d be. To comple t e l y no t have 
r e l a t i onsh ips w i t h m e n a n d d isavow aU of a 
woman ' s typ ica l aspects i s rarely d i s cussed i n 
schoo ls , o n TV, or movies. Perhaps there are 
more l e sb i ans i n foreign movies bu t i n F i l i p ino 
mov i e s , y o u see l e s b i a n s ca l l ed "tomboys"-
becoming "women" again. So it doesn't reflect 
the real i ty that there are l esb ians . 

L e s b i a n i s m s imp ly i s not yet accepted a n d 
people are no t ready to ta lk about it. W h e n 
people ta lk about l esb ian ism, they get nervous. 

Ria knows how to work hard and play hard. 

I guess it goes back to women be ing the weaker 
sex. Even women are scared of stronger women 
i n general . I once wrote a ph i losophy paper on 
' C y b o r g ' w o m e n , w o m e n w h o c a n change 
themselves through sexual operation, changing 
themselves physica l ly , even mental ly . It's being 
free. Y o u won' t be con ta ined i n y o u r body and 
y o u r pe r son as a w o m a n won' t be def ined by 
y o u r body parts . 

I really look forward to more women i n media 
t r y i n g to change the p e r c e p t i o n of w o m e n 
because med i a i s one of the most powerful tools 
of c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t h i s day a n d age. We 
s h o u l d educate people t h r ough these terms 
because that i s wha t the younger generat ion 
unde r s t ands . They t h i n k of i t as reality. It i s 
easier to spread the word a n d get your message 
across because y o u n g females can relate to i t 
a n d it w i l l especia l ly he lp younger males i n 
becoming more gender aware. 

W h e n strong women are portrayed i n media, 
they're always portrayed as evil. In al ien movies, 
for example , the ev i l monster i s a lmost always 
a female: the mother creature. The message 
that i s sent subsconsc i ous l y i s that a strong 
a n d powerful w o m a n is evi l . Y o u H see that 
everywhere: w o m a n as v i l l a in . If ever I wou ld 
start a group, that w o u l d be the d irect ion that 
I w o u l d want to pursue , to show women as they 
t ru ly are, t h r ough art a n d the v i sua l aspect of 
c ommu n i ca t i on , that w o m e n are a v i ta l part of 
the h u m a n race .^ 
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