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My name is 
Kaisa Ligaya 
Soto Sol Cruz. 

And this is my 
story about... 

GROwing Up »N lh£ ̂ h\hippmC 
Kaisa i n F i l i p i n o m e e i n s " t o b e 

o n e w i t h . " M y p a r e n t s s c u d t h a t K a i s a i s a l s o a 

F i n n i s h w o r d f o r " v i c t o i y . " L i g a y a i s " j o y . " E v e r y o n e 

t h o u g h c a l l s m e K . L . o r s i m p l y , K . 

I t u r n e d 1 1 l a s t J u l y a n d 1 a m i n f i f t h g r a d e . I ' m 

k i n d o f smEi l l f o r m y Eige. T o d a y i s a w e e k e n d s o I ' m 

i n m y g r a n d f a t h e r ' s h o u s e i n P a r a n a q u e . T h a t i s 

w h e r e m y f a t h e r l i v e s , b e c a u s e i t ' s c l o s e r t o w h e r e 

h e w o r k s . H e i s a c o m p u t e r a n a l y s t . M y tito X C , 

tita G a t e , S u s a n , a n d m y g r a n d p s i r e n t s , Lolo T a t a y 

a n d Lola N a n a y also l i v e t h e r e . 

O n s c h o o l d a y s , 1 w a k e u p a t 6 : 0 0 a . m . 1 u s u a l l y 

w e a r a s h i r t a n d a p e i i r o f s h o r t s s i n c e j e a n s Eire n o t 

a l l o w e d i n s c h o o l i f t h e r e i s p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n c l a s s . 

A s c h o o l b u s p i c k s m e u p a t h o m e e i n d d r i v e s m e t o 

s c h o o l . I g o t o a s c h o o l c a l l e d C o m m u n i t y o f 

L e a r n e r s . M y c l a s s e s b e g i n a t 8 : 0 0 a . m . a n d e n d a t 

4 : 0 0 p . m . A f t e r c l a s s e s , t h e s c h o o l b u s t a k e s m e t o 

m y m o t h e r ' s o f f i c e . S h e i s w i t h I s i s I n t e r n a t i o n a l -

M a n i l a . S i n c e h e r o f f i c e i s n e a r o u r h o u s e , my 

m o t h e r a n d I w a l k h o m e t o g e t h e r . O f t e n t i m e s , we 

s t o p b y a b a k e i y a l o n g t h e w a y t o b u y b r e a d and 

c h o c o l a t e m o u s s e w h i c h i s m y f a v o r i t e T h i s i s how 

a t y p i c a l d a y f o r m e g o e s . 

I n m y c l a s s , t h e g i r l s a i e m o r e " r e a s o n a b l e " than 

t h e b o y s . F o r e x a m p l e , i f t h e g i r l s t a l k n i c e l y and 

a r e a l w a y s n i c e t o b o y s , t h e y w i l l t e a s e t h e g i r l tc 

t h e b o y w h o m s h e ' s n i c e t o . S o o u r t e a c h e r s aie 

k i n d o f h a v i n g a h a r d t i m e w i t h u s b e c a u s e w e aie 

t o o n o i s y . 

1 l i k e i t w h e n w e w r i t e s t o r i e s i n c l a s s . 1 th ink 

i t ' s r e a l l y n e a t . I p l a n t o b e a w r i t e r w h e n I g r o w up 

O r m a y b e a c o m p u t e r a n a l y s t . 1 a d o r e L o u i s a May 

A l c o t t , t h e a u t h o r o f Little Women b e c a u s e s h e wri tes 

g o o d b o o k s . I a l s o l i k e t o r e a d , e s p e c i a l l y h o n o r 

a n d m y s t e r y s t o r i e s . I ' m n o w r e a d i n g s o m e c l a s s i c s 

t h o u g h I ' m n o t r e a l l y t h e c l a s s i c t y p e . S o m e o f these 

b o o k s a r e r e a l l y g o o d . A s i d e f r o m r e a d i n g and 
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wri t ing , I also cross-st i tch. My mother taught me 
how. She has done m a n y beaut i fu l c ross - s t i t ch 
patterns on cloth. 

If I liken myself to anything, I 
think I would say that I am like 
the sea. The sea has many things i n i t—color ful , 
a nd big, and smal l . L ike the sea, there are also many 
th ings going on i n m y head even though I can be 
quiet. I have different moods, and sometimes l ike 
the sea also, y o u cannot predict my moods. 

M y m o t h e r a n d I hav e a s p e c i a l k i n d of 
re la t ionship . We are fr iends, a l though somet imes 
we also fight. M y mother is k i n d of my "enemy" when 
it comes to food. She reejly l ikes tofu, veggy meat, 
spices, IteJian seasoning, vegetables, and anyth ing 
that is healthy. I'm actual ly the opposite. B u t I also 
eat her k i n d of food a l though I don't really l ike them. 

We gilso don't agree about my heiir. My mother 
weints to cut my ha i r short because she says I look 

m u c h better when its cut. B u t I want to grow it long 
and breiid it and do anyth ing I can w i th it. 

There are many great men and women from my 
country 's past. B u t the one I admire most is Gabr ie la 
Sileing who fought for jus t i ce dur ing the 1700s, a 
t ime when the Ph i l ipp ines was a colony of Spain. 
Gabr i e l a S i lang was a brave w o m a n who loved the 
people and suffered many hardsh ips . 

I th ink it wou ld be neat to visit some other place 
l ike London in Eng land . I wou ld l ike to learn more 
about the i r past and c u l t u r e , because they are 
countr ies far away from where I live. There are only 
two s easons i n the P h i l i p p i n e s — t h e wet, reiiny 
season and the dry, hot season. I want to experience 
al l the four seasons of other countr ies , but I would 
not want to live there. The Phi l ipp ines is my only 
c o u n t r y . ^ 

K.L. Soto Sol Cruz will be, as this piece proves, a writer 
whom her entire family will be proud of. 
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