
FROM THE SHELVES OF ISIS 

Rediscovering the 
Muses 

Cecilia Reclaimed: Feminist 
Perspectives on Gender and 
Music edited by Susan Cook and 
Judy S. Tson 

In th is g r oundbreak ing 
volume, 10 of the best known 
scholars in the newly emerging 
field of feminist musicology explore 
how gender has helped shape 
genres and works of music and 
how music has contr ibuted to 
prevailing not ions of gender. 
Although most of the contributors 
•define themselves as mus ico
logists, many of their theoreticed 
perspectives show the influence of 
an ethf iomusicology that i s 
enriched with the perspectives of 
women's history and feminist 
literary criticism and methodology. 

The musical subjects them
selves come mainly from Europe 
and North AmericEL They include 
concert music, both instrumental 
eind vocal, and the vernacular 
genres of ballads, salon music 
and contemporary A f r i can -
American rap. 

The essays raiise issues not 
only of gender but EJSO of race and 
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c lass, moving among mus i ca l 
practices of the courtly ruling class 
and the elite discourse of the 20th 
century modernist movements to 
practices surrounding marginal 
girls in renaissance Venice and the 
largely white midd le c lass 
experiences of meigazine music 
emd beJladry. 

The tide refers to Cecilia, a 15th 
century woman and Christiein 
m£U-tyr regawded as the patron 
saint of music. (USA: The Board 
of Trustee of the University of 
Illinois. 1994. 241p. RN LIT 
02253. OOB) 

Rediscovering the Muses: 
Women's Musical Traditions, 
edited by Kimberly Marshall 

This pioneering collection of 
essays restores to history the 
significant contributions made by 
women musicians. It examines 
non-Westem as well as Western 
cu l tu res i n a w ide - rang ing 
explorat ion of femede mus i ca l 
activity—from purely oral works to 
precisely notated compositions. 
Musico log is ts , ethnographers, 
classicists, and historians describe 
the lost mus i ca l t radi t ions of 
Eincient Israel and Egypt, the 
Austrediaui Aborigines, Centrad 
Javanese wayatng, Byzanthium, 
and Europe to the 17th centuiy. 
Many of the essays are richly 
documented , w i th p i c to r i a l 
descriptions, written accounts, 
and archived records. (USA: 
Northeastern University Press, 
1993. 304p. RN UT 02350.00B) 

Writing Lives; Feminist 
Biography and Autobio
graphy, edi ted by S u s a n 
Magarey, Caroline Guerin and 
Paula Hamilton 

In 1990 Antonia S. Byatt 
won the Booker prize for fiction 
for a work that is, at least partly, 
a satire on the subject of the 
ar t ic les col lected here: the 
pursuit of knowledge about the 

meaning of an individuad life— 
biography, autobiography, life-
wr i t ing . Hyatt 's novel , cal led 
Possession, depicts two kinds of 
possession. One is an intense 
romemtic relationship between two 
19th century writers and the other 
is the shared obsession of finding 
out about that re lat ionship 
developed by two late 20th century 
literary critics. Neither of the 
c r i t i cs embarks par t i cu lar l y 
enthusiastically upon what Heizel 
Rowley, in this collection, calls "a 
quest biography." Early in the plot, 
one of them says, "I'm a textual 
scholair. I'd rather deplore the 
modem feminist attitude to private 
lives." Yet the search overtakes 
them, as consuming ly and 
disruptively as passionate love 
overtakes the subjects they pursue 
through the politics of record-
preservation. One of them feels as 
though he is being "urged on by 
some violent emotion of curiosity— 
not greed, cur ios i ty , more 
fundamental even than sex, the 
desire for knowledge." 

Most of the articles presented 
here were, in earlier meuiifesta-
tions, offered as papers to the 
Conference on Australian Feminist 
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Biography and Autob iography that 
was o rgan ised by the R e s e a r c h 
Cent re for W o m e n ' s S t u d i e s at 
A d e l a i d e U n i v e r s i t y , i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the S c h o o l of 
Human i t i e s fit Soc ia l Sc iences at 
the Un i v e r s i t y of Techno logy i n 
S y d n e y i n 1 9 8 9 . (Australia: 
Australian Feminist Studies, 1992. 
169 p. RN LIT 00296.00B) 

The Necessity of Craft: 
Development and Women's 
Craft Practices in the Asia-
Pacific Region, edited by L o m a 
Kaino 

Sixteen wr i ters f rom A s i a and 
the Pacif ic examine the complex 
s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l i s s u e s 
sur round ing the general decl ine i n 
women's t rad i t ional craft pract ices 
and the approp r i a t i ons of these 
crEifts in to a more c ommod i f i ed 
form of product ion . They address 
these i s s u e s t h r o u g h a d iverse 
range of women's craft pract ices: 
carpet-maJcing i n refugee camips; 
w e a v i n g i n T h a i l a n d , t h e 
Phi l ipp ines , A u s t r a l i a and Tonga; 
s c ro l l -mak ing a n d c lay mode l i ng 
i n I n d i a ; k u e h - m a k i n g i n 
S ingapo r e ; d o u g h s c u l p t u r e i n 
C h i n a ; and a range of crafts i n 
Indonesian cooperatives. /[Austra
l ia: University of Western Australia 
Press, 1995. 185 p. RN CUL 
02338.00B) 

Feminist Crit icism 

Feminist Theory and the 
Study of Folklore, ed i ted by 
S u s a n H o U i s T o w e r , L i n d a 
Pershing and M . J a n e Y o u n g 

T a k i n g a p e r f o r m a n c e -
centered perspective on folklore, 
the c on t r i bu to r s to th i s v o l u m e 
cha l l enge p a t r i a r c h c j a s s u m p 
t ions of the past and re th ink o ld 
topics f rom a feminist perspective 
w h i l e o p e n i n g n e w a r e a s o f 
research. The book covers g i r l s ' 
games, po l i t ica l cartoons, qu i l t ing , 
P e n t e c o s t a l p r e a c h e r s , d a i l y 

housework , Egypt ian goddesses, 
t a l l t a l es a n d b i r t h . T h i s i s a 
valuable resource for scholars and 
o ther in t e r es t ed readers . (USA: 
The Board of Trustees of the 
University of Illinois, 1993. 414p. 

RN LIT 02264.00B) 

UTOF BOUNDS 

Gendered) Crtic s 

Laufo Ckjfidge 

K Out of Bounds: 
m \  Male Writers 

and Gender(ed) 
Criticism, edited 
by L a u r a Clar idge 
a n d E l i z a b e t h 
L a n g l a n d 

U n t i l recently, 
" m a s c u l i n i t y " an d 
its impact on literary 
product ion and re
c e p t i o n have re
ceived scant atten
t ion i n the field of 
l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m . 
A l t h o u g h c r i t i c s 

certainly have been interested i n 
examining gender, they have tended 
to be far more concerned w i th the 
"feminine" side of the equation than 
w i th the "mascul ine . " Th is book is 
a n a t t e m p t to r e d r e s s t h a t 
imbalance . 

P o s i t i n g t h a t p a t r i a r c h y 
v ict imizes m e n as we l l as women , 
the 15 originad essays i n Out of 
Bounds explore how certa in male 
w r i t e r s f r om the A m e r i c a n a n d 
B r i t i s h canon have responded to 
the c on f i n e s of the m a s c u l i n e 
code. The c o n t r i b u t o r s ap p l y a 
wide rEinge of cr i t ica l approaches 
and p r o b e t h e gendered 
perspective i n a variety of telling 
ways . (USA: The University of 
Massachusetts Press, 1990. 344p. 
RN LIT 01952.00B) 

Feminist Readings, Feminists 
Reading, ed i ted by S a r a M i l l s , 
L y n n e Pea rce , S u e S p a u l l a n d 
Ela ine M i l l a rd 

T h i s w ide r a n g i n g t ex tbook 
approaches a broad spec t rum of 
feminist l i teracy theories i n a new 
and engaging way, g iv ing pract ica l 

demons t ra t i ons of how a reader 
c a n engage w i t h a par t i cu lar 
theory w h e n faced w i th a text to 
ana l yse . The wr i t e r s show that 
there is a whole reinge of different 
op t i ons ava i lab le to the literary 
c r i t i c who iden t i f i e s hersel f as 
f emin is t . There are chapters on 
sexua l pol i t ics, authent ic realism, 
g y n o c r i t i c s , m a r x i s t feminist 
c r i t i c i sm, biological cr i t ic ism and 
F r ench cr i t i c i sm. The texts under 
cons iderat ion inc lude Tess of the 
d'Urbevilles a n d Wuthering 
Heights as we l l as works by Jean 
Rhys , Ange la Ceirter E ind Charlotte 
Gi lmein. 

A comprehensive bibliography 
a n d a c l e a r G l o s s a r y of Terms 
m a k e t h i s d o u b l y u s e f u l . (UK: 
Harvester Wheatsheaf 1989. 
268p. RN CUL 01191.00B) 

Woman, Native, Other: 
Writing Post-Coloniality and 
Feminism by T r i n h T Minh-ha 

T r i n h M i n h - h a examines the 
postrcolonial process of displacement 
— c u l t u r a l h y b r i d i z a t i o n and 
decentered real i t ies , fragmented 
se lves a n d m u l t i p l e identit ies, 
marg ina l voices and languages of 
i-upture. Working at the intersection 
of several fields—^women's studies, 
a n t h r o p o l o g y , c r i t i c a l cu l tura l 
s t u d i e s , l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m , and 
femin is t theory—she juxtaposes 
numerous prevail ing contemporary 
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discourses in a f o im that questions 
the (male- is -norm) l i t e ra r y a n d 
theoretical e s t a b l i s h m e n t . She 
discusses ques t i ons of language 
and w r i t i n g i n r e l a t i o n to the 
notions of ethnicity and femininity; 
of i d e n t i t y , a u t h e n t i c i t y , a n d 
difference; of commitment as to the 
function and role of the w o m a n 
writer; and of storytel l ing as one of 
the o l d es t f o r m s of b u i l d i n g 
historical consciousness and as a 
continuing process of integrat ing 
feminism cind women ' s everyday 
life. (USA: Indicuvi University Press, 
1989. 173p. RNIDE 01864.00B) 

Sistahood 

The Le sb i an He re sy : A 
Feminist Perspective on the 
Lesbian Sexual Revolution by 
Sheila Jeffreys 

L e s b i a n f e m i n i s t s h a v e 
treinsformed l e s b i a n i s m f r om a 
stigmatized sexueJ pract ice into 
a politicsd pract ice that posed a 
challenge to male supremacy and 
its bas i c i n s t i t u t i o n of he t e ro -
sexuaJity. A n d now, lesbieins cire 
on the offensive again. Th is t ime, 
t owards t u r n i n g t h e p a i n of 
lesbian oppress ion into the source 
of sexued pleasure. 

In the Lesbian Heresy, She i l a 
Jeffreys charts and condemns the 
p a t r i a r c h a l p r a c t i c e s i n t h e 
c u r r e n t l y f a s h i o n a b l e a n d 
commerc ia l l y l u c r a t i v e l e s b i a n 
sexual scene, and eirgues for the 
rebui ld ing of a sexua l i t y that is 
positive and egal i tar ian. (UK: The 
Women's Press Ltd., 1994. 262p. 
RNIDE 02176.00B) 

Femin i s t N i gh tmare s/ 
Women at Odds: Feminism 
and the P r ob l em of 
Sisterhood, ed i t ed by S u s a n 
Os t rov W e i s s e r a n d J e n n i f e r 
Fleischner 

G o n e a r e t h e d a y s w h e n 
feminism t rans l a t ed s imp l y into 
the a d v o c a c y of e q u a l i t y for 

women. Women 's interests are not 
edways a l igned. Race , c lass and 
sexua l i t y compl i ca ted the equa
t i o n . In r e cen t y e a r s , f e m i n i s t 
ideologies have become increas
ingly diverse. Today, one feminist 's 
most eirdent politiced opponent can 
very wel l be another feminist. 

Women at Odds examines the 
social , politiccd and psychological 
ramif icat ions of women's oppress
i o n , as ev idenced i n a ramge of 
texts, f rom women's anti-s lavery 
wr i t ing to women 's ant i -abort ion 
w r i t i n g , f rom mo the r -daugh t e r 
incest stories to mate rna l surro
gacy narrat ives, from the Bib le to 
the popu lar romance novels, from 
Jane Aus ten to Al ice Walker . (USA: 
New York University Press, 1994. 
405p. RNIDE 02186.00B) 

Daughters of the Pacific by 
Zoh l de Ishtar 

Z o h l de Ishtar t rave l ed the 
Pacific dur ing 1986-87 on behal f 
of the group Women Work ing for 
•a Nuc lear Free and Independent 
Pac i f i c a n d in t e r v i ewed w o m e n 
from many Pacific nat ions. Fol low
ing up w i th extensive research, de 
Ishtar has wr i t ten an impressive 
book that gives voice to Paci f ic 
women and the strengths there are 
i n these u n d e r k n o w n c u l t u r e s . 
The n u c l e a r i n d u s t r y , t o u r i s m , 
d u m p i n g of 
waste and the 
p o l l u t i o n of 
the oceeuis a l l 
carry a huge 
price for these 
i s l a n d s , o n 
the rim of the 
w o r l d a n d of 
everyone else's 
imaginat ions . 
(Australia: 
S p i nif e X, 

1994. 2a2p. 
RN CUL 
02237.003) 

Japanese Women: New Feminist 
Pe r spec t i ve s on the Past, 
Present and Future, edi ted by 
K u m i k o Fu j imura -Fanse l ow and 
A t suko K a m e d a 

O v e r t h e p a s t 2 0 y e a r s , 
w o m e n ' s s t a t u s i n J a p a n e s e 
society has changed markedly. Yet 
most Westerners th ink of J a p a n 
ese women as submiss ive wives of 
t h e i r h a r d w o r k i n g , s u c c e s s f u l 
c o rpo ra t e h u s b a n d s . J a p a n e s e 
women make visible for the first 
t ime a new v iew of a cheuiging 
s o c i e t y t h r o u g h t h e i r o w n 
p e r s p e c t i v e a n d w o r d s . C h r o 
n ic l ing the revolut ion for women 
i n e d u c a t i o n , w o r k , f a m i l y , 
rel ig ion, pol i t ics and culture over 
the past one h u n d r e d years, these 
essays describe the diverse forces 
at w o r k i n b o t h h e l p i n g a n d 
h i n d e r i n g women 's struggles for 
equa l i ty a n d i n chang ing men's 
lives as wel l . 

Complete w i th the polit ics of 
key figures i n the eairly feminist 
movements and in polit ics as well 
as up-to-date stat ist ics on women 
i n educat ion and work, Japanese 
Women is a thorough volume on 
the history, cu l ture , pol i t ics and 
everyday lives of women in Japan . 
(USA: The Feminist Press, 1995. 
422 p. RN SOC 02291.00B) 

Women in Islam 

Nawal 
El Saadawi 
The Hidden Face 

of Eve 

h e A r . i h V \ . . r l t l 

The Hidden Face of 
Eve: Women in the 
Arab World by Nawal 
E l Saadawi 

The power of th is 
b o o k h a s no t d i m i 
n i s h e d e v en a f ter 
Edmost 20 years since it 
f i rs t c ame out . Th i s 
d i s t u r b i n g account of 
one pe r son ' s g rowing 
u p into womanhood in 
the Islcimic world. The 
author goes over a host 
of top ics—from sexual 
a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t 
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f e m a l e c h i l d r e n a n d th e 
c i r c u m c i s i o n of y o u n g g i r l s , to 
prost i tut ion, sexua l re la t ionships , 
marriaige and divorce. She relates 
women ' s pos i t i on i n the M i d d l e 
East to the struggles between the 
left and right i n Is lam, and shows 
how the p o l i t i c a l p r i o r i t i e s of 
Western c ind Th i rd Wor l d women 
differ. (UK: Zed Books Ltd., 1980. 
212p. RN LIT 01961.00B) 

S E X C R I M E in 

T H E ISLAMIC C o n t E X T 

Rape. Class and (ifncirr In Pakistan 

Sex Cr ime i n the Is lamic 
Context : Rape, Class and 
Gender in Pakistan by A f i ya 
Shehrbaro Z i a 

Based on a n academic thes is , 
the au tho r analyzes the domes
t icat ion of women and the contro l 
of the i r s exua l i t y t h r o u g h legal 
means: the use of the Z i n a laws 
i n P a k i s t a n . Z i a r e v i e w s t h e 
historiced context of Is lamic laws 
on sexual i ty and points out how 
these a re b e i n g u s e d a g a i n s t 
women today. She also looks at 
h o w m e d i a s t r e n g t h e n s t h i s 
oppress ion though its portrayal of 
women and its news coverage of 
cr imes against women. 

Highl ighted i n th is short bu t 
deuing book is how fundaimenteJist 
g roups create obstac les to laws 
d e s i g n e d to p r o t e c t w o m e n . 
F i n a l l y , Z i a l o o k s at h o w the 
women's movement i n Pak i s t an is 

h a n d l i n g the i s s u e s of sex a n d 
m e d i a a n d p o i n t s ou t b o t h i t s 
s t r e n g t h s a n d w e a k n e s s e s . 
(Pakistan: ASR Publications, 1994. 
80p. RN VAW 02347.003) 

S h a r i a ' Law and M o d e r n 
Nation-State: A Malaysian 
Symposium, ed i ted by No ran i 
O t h m a n 

A s p r e s s u r e s m o u n t i n 
MeJaysia and other predominant l y 
M u s l i m soc iet ies for the i m p l e 
m e n t a t i o n of forms a n d u n d e r 
standings of Islamic law that date 
b a c k to the ear l y c e n t u r i e s of 
Is lamic c i v i l i za t i on , the need to 
f o s t e r a n e n l i g h t e n e d a n d 
con t empora r y u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
endur ing Qur ' an i c imperat ives is 
both necessary and urgent. The 
articles i n this book are made up 
of papers presented at the Sisters 
i n I s l a m ' s S y m p o s i u m o n the 
M o d e m Nation-State. 

How shou ld an Islamic state 
be r u n ? H o w can m o d e r n - d a y 
Is lamic people commit ted to both 
their re l ig ious heritage and to a 
v is ion of progress for its inheri tors, 
i n t e r p r e t the e s s e n t i a l s of the 
Med inan model? How are they to 
u n d e r s t a n d a n d r e a l i z e t h e 
Qur 'an i c ideals of equality, jus t i ce 
a n d po l i t i c a l sovere ignty of the 
u m m a ? These are the c r u c i a l 
q u e s t i o n s t a c k l e d d u r i n g the 
sympos ium and i n the articles i n 
th i s book. (Malaysia: Sisters in 
Islam, 1994. 160p. RN LAW 
02348.00B) 

Women and the 
Environment 

Women, the Env i ronment 
and Sustainable Develop
ment: Towards a Theoretical 
Synthesis by Rosi Bra idot t i , E w a 
Chark iew ics , Sabine Haus l e r and 
S a s k i a Wie r inga 

There is a widespread percep
t ion that the development process 

is in a state of mult ip le crisis. While 
the no t i on of sus ta inab l e deve
lopment is supposed to address 
a d e q u a t e l y i t s e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d imensions, there is st i l l no agreed 
framework relat ing women to this 
new perspective. This book is an 
attempt to present and disentangle 
the var ious posit ions put forward 
by major actors and to clarify the 
politiceJ E ind theoretical issues that 
are at s take i n the debates on 
w o m e n , the e n v i r o n m e n t and 
sustainable development. 

A m o n g the current critiques of 
the Western mode l of development 
w h i c h the authors review are the 
feminist analys is of Science itself 
and the power re lat ions inherent 
in the produc t i on of knowledge; of 
W o m e n , E n v i r o n m e n t and 
Deve lopment or W E D ; of Alter
native Development; of Environ-
mentc j Re f o rm ism; and of Deep 
E c o l o g y , S o c i a l E c o l o g y and 
E c o f e m i n i s m . In t rave rs ing this 
important laindscape of ideeis, the 
authors show how they criticise the 
dominant deve lopment mode l at 
the various levels of epistemology, 
theory and pol icy. They forward 
t h e i r o w n i d e a s o n the bas ic 
elements they consider necesseuy in 
constructing a paradigmatic shift— 
e m p h a s i s i n g s u c h v a l u e s as 
h o l i s m , m u t u a l i t y , j u s t i c e , 
autonomy, self-reliance, sustcuna-
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bility and peace. (UK: Zed Books 
Ltd., 1994. 220p. RN DEV 
01809.00B) 

Feminist Perspect ives on 
Sustainable Development by 
Wendy Harcourt-

This co l l ec t i on cap tures the 
v i ta l i t y a n d u r g e n c y of t h e 
f e m i n i s t s ' r e s p o n s e s to t h e 
env i ronment a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 
debate. The authors-researchers , 
activists and po l i cy -makers from 
the Nor th and S o u t h offer new 
ways of cha l l eng ing the present 
domineint knowledge-systems eind 
deve lopment i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d 
discuss the diff iculties that women 
in the margins of the development 
process face. 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s o n r e s o u r c e 
management, power, knowledge 
production, cul ture , development 
institutions and politics, hea l th a nd 
economics , s h o w h o w g e n d e r 
relations are not s imp ly a footnote 
to our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s to ry 
and societies, but are centra l to 
the development discourse. In so 
doing, they suggest that diversity 
itself is necessary to b u i l d new 
paradigms of deve lopment u p o n 
gender equity, secure l ivel ihoods, 
eco log ica l s u s t a i n a b i l i t y a n d 
politiced p a r t i c i p a t i o n . (UK: Zed 
Books Ltd., 1994. 255p. RN DEV 
01794.00B) 

Close to H o m e : W o m e n 
Reconnect Ecology, Health 
and Development Worldwide, 
edited Iby Veindeina Sh i va 

As speed-driven corporat ions 
and g o v e r n m e n t s p o l l u t e t h e 
earth, m i s u s e t e c h n o l o g y a n d 
destroy the lives of the poor and 
disenfranchised, women through
out the w o r l d are s u c c e s s f u l l y 
chal lenging a n d r e v e r s i n g t h i s 
trend. 

C lose to H o m e c h r o n i c l e s 
these w o m e n - l e d s t rugg l e s for 
tru ly s u s t a i n a b l e c o m m u n i t y 
development. The women featured 

F E M i N i s i P E R S F F . C : T I V F . S O N 

S U S I A I N A U I E D E V E L O P M E N T 

> I.I I i •> ll'niiiy Hrfrrttim 

i n th is book battle toxic wastes, 
low-level rad ia t i on , and biotech
nology. Wh i l e t rac ing the l i n k s 
between megaprojects and environ
mental destruct ion they document 
r esound ing victories ageunst such 
impos ing foes as U n i o n Cetrbide 

a n d seve ra l go
vernments. (USA: 
New Society 
Publishers, 1994. 
170p. RNENV 
02252.00B) 

Working 
Women 

As Women, As 
Workers : A 
Cartoon Book 
for Asian Wor
kers and Or
ganizers, text by 
C h e u n g C h o i 
W a n ; i l l u s t r a 

t ions by Tranv in Jattidgcircik 

W o m e n wo rk i n a l l k i n d s of 
p laces , do ing a l l k i n d s of work . 
Howeve r , w o m e n ' s w o r k a n d a 
woman 's s ta tus as a worker sire 
r a r e l y r e c o g n i z e d i n o f f i c i a l 
statistics. She is often exc luded 
from jobs i n wh i ch men dominate. 
She does not earn the same wages 
or enjoy the same benefits received 
by m e n workers do ing the same 
job . She has no oppor tun i t y for 
promotion because she is a woman. 

T h r o u g h the m e d i u m of 
cartoon i l lustrat ions, the status of 
Asizin women workers i n different 
fields are presented. Organized as 
a source book for educators and 
labor organizers, there are helpful 
guides for u s i n g the stories a n d 
materials for consciousness-reusing 
purposes . Th i s is an impor tant 
addit ion to the tool box of women 
organizers and populair educators. 
(Hong Kong: Committee for Asian 
Workers, 1994. 63p. RN ECO 
01936.00B) 

Capturing Complexity: An 
Interd isc ip l inary Look at 
Women , Househo lds and 
D e v e l o p m e n t , e d i t e d by 
Ka th l e en C l o u d , Romy Boroosih, 
et.al. 

Whi l e there is a considerable 
and growing body of literature con
cern ing the role of women in sociad 
a n d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , 
a p p r o p r i a t e r e s e a r c h m e t h o d s 
have yet to be developed to fully 
encompass the mu l t i p l e d imen
sions of women's productive and 
r e p r o d u c t i v e ac t i v i t i e s as i n d i 
v idua ls an d as members of house
holds. Th is vo lume is a major step 
i n i m p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y a n d 
quctntity of data on women. 

Argu ing that concrete develop
ment prob lems know no disc ipl i 
na ry b o u n d a r i e s , the papers i n 
this volume promote an integrated, 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y a n d p r o b l e m -
centered approach to development 
r e s e a r c h . T h e c o n t r i b u t o r s 
i l l u s t r a t e t h a t i s s u e s s u c h as 
fertility choices, women's product
ivity i n agr icul ture, and the trade
offs that they maike between chi ld-
care and work outs ide the home 
require that resecirchers consider 
a m u l t i t u d e of c r o s s - c u t t i n g 
factors whi le developing research 
designs. (India: Sage Publications 
Ltd., 1994. 324p. RN ECO 
01822.00B) 

Captur ing 
Complex i t y 

An interJiSLiplinary hM>k at imntcn. 
bonsehcHs aiui dvtvitpmeHt 
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Of Mothers and 
Daughters 

Daughters of Feminists by 
Rose L. G l i c k m a n 

Fi l led wi th personal einecdotes 
that will engage mothers, daughters 
and einyone concerned w i t h the 
progress of f e m i n i s m i n today 's 
s o c i a l c l i m a t e . Daughters of 
Feminists explores the experiences 
of w o m e n direct ly in f luenced by 
m o t h e r s w h o w o r k e d t o w a r d s 
equality and the transformation of 
the home, the workplace and the 
world at large. 

Rose L. G l i c k m a n , a feminist 
historian and mother, interviewed 
50 women between the ages 18 
a n d 3 5 w h o come f r o m v a r i e d 
e thn ic b a c k g r o u n d s a n d fami ly 
structures to f ind out where they 
s tand on i s sues centra l to the ir 
mothers 's feminist perspect ives: 
wo rk , f ami l y l i fe , f r i e n d s h i p , 
sexuality, self-image, pub l i c Eind 
private roles, feminism and rac ism, 
and even the word feminist itself. 
Their cand id , thought-provoking, 
often surpr is ing responses reveal 
the c o m p l e x i t i e s b e h i n d m e d i a 
general izat ions about the "pos t -
f em in i s t " g ene ra t i on . (USA: St. 
Martin's Press, 1993. 192p.RNFAM 
02239.00B) 

Motherhood and Modernity: 
An Investigation into the 
Ra t i ona l D i m e n s i o n o f 
M o t h e r i n g b y C h r i s t i n e 
Eve r i ngham 

Christ ine Ever ingham presents 
an i n n o v a t i v e a n a l y s i s l i n k i n g 
motherhood to broader sociological 
debates on modernity , rat ional i ty 
s ind the indiv idual . Current models 
of m o t h e r i n g are b a s e d o n the 
a s s u m p t i o n t h a t i n f a n t s have 
biologicedly d e t e r m i n e d "n e eds " 
that mothers learn to recognize and 
meet i n social ly approved ways. 
E v e r i n g h a m c r i t i q u e s t h i s a n d 
ins t ead p r esen t s Ein a l t e rnat i ve 
mode l of n u r t u r i n g that locates 
m o t h e r s as s u b j e c t s , a c t i v e l y 

c o n s t r u c t i n g the perspect i ve of 
their chi ld while Eisserting their own 
needs and interests in a peirticular 
socio-cultured context. 

A w e l l - h a n d l e d m i x of 
t h e o r e t i c a l a n d e t h n o g r a p h i c 
mater ia ls p lus a focused review of 
c o n t e m p o r a r y d i s c u s s i o n s of 
rat ional i ty eind the self, mother ing 
and morgJity make th is book an 
e n g a g i n g r e a d . (UK: Open 
University press, 1994. 156 p. RN 
FAM 02240.OOB) 

the 
Bridge 

to Wholeness 

Sexuality 
and 

Spirituality 

A ttminint AlunMnt U ik Hm MyA 

JanBa»lJaR;r&,EdD 

The Bridge to 
Wholeness: A 
F e m i n i n e 
Alternative to 
the Hero Myth, 
e d i t e d by J e a n 
Benedic t Raffa 

T h r o u g h o u t 
h i s t o r y t h e r e 
have been m a n y 
stories about the 
j o u r n e y s of he 
roes. These fairy 

teJes, m y t h s , a n d other l i t e rary 
w o r k s have s h o w n h o w m a l e 
heroes strive to become their true 
selves. They do this by conquer ing 
crue l enemies, endur ing difficult 
tr ials of strength or s laying terrible 
dragons. The r e w E i r d for a l l th is 
ha rd work is re lat ionship w i th the 
feminine: the heind of the pr incess 
or a re turn to the wait ing wife. A n d 
this is where the story ends. 

W h e n a w o m e i n appears i n a 
hero m y t h , her work is done for 
the SEike of re lat ionship. She may 
be a helper, a w i t ch , a v i c t im, a 
prophet , a seductress or a reward 
for the hero , bu t she is a lmos t 
never someone f l ower ing as a n 
i n d i v i d u a l . A c c o r d i n g to m o s t 
t r a d i t i o n a l my tho l ogy , a m a n ' s 
task is ind iv iduat ion , o r becoming 

differentiated from everyone else! 
by prov ing h imse l f i n personally! 
f u l f i l l i n g w o r k i n the physical] 
wor ld. If he succeeds, h is reward I 
is a r e tu rn to the feminine. The] 
combinat ion of these two accom
p l i s h m e n t s ( d e v e l o p i n g hisi 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y a n d ach iev ing anl 
i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i th the! 
feminine) a l lows h i m to become I 
what he was intended to be and I 
so live out h is destiny. In religious 
language, this gocJ is equated with 
enter ing the k ingdom of God. In 
psychological language, it is called 
w h o l e n e s s , a n d the journey 
toweirds it is wha t th i s book is 
a b o u t . (USA: Lura Media, Inc., | 
7992. 205p. RN SEX 01816.00B] 

Nobody Owns Me: A Celibate [ 
Woman Discovers Sexual 
Power by Franc is B. Rothluebber 

W i t h f ierce t ende rness and 
f e a r l e s s i n t i m a c y , Francis 
R o t h l u e b b e r c h a r t s a celibate 
woman ' s mid-li fe sexua l initiation. 
Wr i t t en i n the form of a private I 
j o u r n a l , th i s book documents a | 
pivotal year i n the life of "Marilyn," 
a w o m a n l i v i n g i n a rel igious | 
community . . . . [as she) learns how I 
to awaken the sacred fire living in | 
her body. (USA: Lura Media, Inc., 
1994. 125p. RN SEX 02356.00BJ 

Journey of the Priestess by 
As ia Shepsut 

The issue of female priests has 
now moved to the forefront of 
pub l i c debate w i th in the Christian 
C h u r c h . Ye t m a n y inf luent ia l 
women work ing outside orthodox 
rel igions Eire already operating as 
pr iestesses, often at a very high 
l e ve l . Journey of the Priestess 
traces the remains of a submerged 
t r a d i t i o n of p r i e s t e s s e s , whose 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s have remained 
constant for m i l l enn ia . (UK: The 
Aquarian Press, 1993. 251 p. RN 
REL 02244.OOB) 
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Barbara G. Walker, 
Back-to-Back 

The Women's Dictionary of 
Symbols and Sacred Objects. 

S y m b o l i s m i s a s l i p p e r y 
subject. Any one symbo l may have 
h u n d r e d s of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , 
according to d i f f e r ing bel ie fs of 
people who interpret it. Symbo ls 
now a s s o c i a t e d w i t h o r t h o d o x 
religions or ig ina l l y evolved f rom 
very d i f f e r en t c o n t e x t s i n the 
p r e p a t r i a r c h a l p a s t , l i k e t h e 
crescent m o o n of in tense ly male-
oriented Is lam, w h i c h descended 
from the femeile-oriented worsh ip 
of the Moon Mother 
in eirchaic Arab ia . 

Barbara Walker 's 
dictionary provides a 
fasc inat ing t o u r of 
the history and my
thology of s o m e 
seven h u n d r e d 
w o m a n - r e l a t e d 
symbols: f rom r o u n d 
and o v a l m o t i f s , 
sacred a n d s e c u l a r 
objects, d e i t i e s ' 
signs, r i t u a l s i g n s 
and supernatura ls to 
symbols insp i r ed by 
body p a r t s , b i r d s , 
p l an ts , m i n e r a l s , 
stones, s h e l l s a n d 
more. (USA: Harper San Francisco, 
1988. 563p. RN REF 02250.00B) 

The Women's Encyclopedia 
of Myths and Secrets 

Do you know where the legend 
of a cat's n ine l ives comes from? 
Why "mama" is a word unders tood 
in nearly a l l languages? How the 
custom of k i s s ing begain? Whether 
there readly was a female pope? 
Why Cinderel la 's g lass s l ipper was 
so important to the Pr ince? 

The a n s w e r s to t h e s e a n d 
countless other i n t r i gu ing ques
t ions a r e g i v e n i n t h i s 
compulsively r eadab l e , f emin i s t 

'^WOMAN'S 
DKTIONApy. 
Symbols 8 Sacred Objects 

encyclopedia. Twenty-five years i n 
preparat ion , th i s un i que , compre
hens i ve s o u r c e b o o k f ocuses on 
m3rthology, ainthropology, re l ig ion, 
Eind sexual i ty to uncover prec ise ly 
wha t o ther encyc l oped i as leave 
out or misrepresent . The Woman's 
Encyclopedia p r e s e n t s t h e 
f asc ina t ing s tor i es b e h i n d w o r d 
o r i g i n s , l e gends , s u p e r s t i t i o n s , 
amd cus toms . A browser 's del ight 
and an ind ispensab le resource, it 
offers 1 , 3 5 0 en t r i e s o n m a g i c , 
wi tchcra f t , faiiries, elves, g i an ts , 
goddesses , gods, a n d psycho lo -
gicad anomal ies s u c h as demonic 
po s s e s s i on ; the m y s t i c a l m e a n 
ings of s u n , m o o n , e a r th , sea , 

t ime and space; ideas of the 
sou l , r e incarna t i on , creat ion 
and doomsday; ancient and 
m o d e r n a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d 
sex, p ros t i tu t i on , r omance , 
rape, warfare, death and s in , 
a n d m u c h , m u c h m o r e . 
T r a c i n g these c o n c e p t s to 
their p repat r ia rcha l or ig ins, 
B a r b a r a G . Wa lke r explores 
the h i d d e n f o o t p r i n t s of 
h i s t o r y i n a d d i t i o n to the 
va luable mater ia ls recovered 

by archaeologists, 
or ienta l is ts , and 
o ther s c h o l a r s . 
(USA: Harper 
San Francisco, 
1983. 1124p. 
RN REF 02373. 
OOB) 

t A l t A I A C W A t l l l 

THE 
WOMAN'S 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF t MYTHS 

ANOmSECRETS 

Classics 
T h e F e m a l e 
E u n u c h by 
Germaine Greer 

C l a s s i c text 
in m o d e m wes
t e r n f e m i n i s m . 
The Female 

Eunuch, w i t h i t s c h a p t e r t i t l es 
"Body , " " S o u l , " "Love," aind "Hate , " 
was one of the first to cons ider 
women as a subject of d iscourse. 
M a n y of wha t today 's f emin i s t s 
cons ider as c o m m o n sense were 

first eu-gued out i n Greer 's book. 
(UK: Paladin, 1971. 354p. RN IDE 
02156.OOB) 

G y n / E c o l o g y : The Meta 
Ethics of Radical Feminism 
by Mary Da ly 

Gyn/Ecology is a book unl ike 
a n y o t h e r . It i n v i t e s u s to 
acknowledge w i thout forgiveness 
or c o l l u s i o n those forces wh i ch 
h a v e s h a p e d o u r l i v e s . The 
r i t u a l i s e d m u t i l a t i o n , b u r n i n g , 
m i n d - b i n d i n g a n d t o r t u r e of 
mi l l i ons of women i n C h i n a , India, 
Afr ica, and Europe is merci lessly 
recounted here. 

In its total lack of inhib i t ion 
by p a t r i a r c h a l f o r m s a n d i t s 
sombre dec la ra t i on of what has 
previously been kept h idden, Gyn/ 
Ecology is a work of revolut ion. 
(UK: The Women's Press Limited, 
1978. 485p. RNIDE 02256.00B) 
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