
The problems are 
media and education" 

by Luz Maria Martinez 

"In 10 years, we will be the leaders." 

. t h ink our prob lems are rooted i n educat ion and 
the m e d i a " , s ays R e s h m a P a t t n i , 12-year o ld 
e d i t o r i a l b o a r d m e m b e r of the New Moon, a 
pub l i c a t i on based i n the U.S .A . for young gir ls 

I wr i t ten by young gir ls. 

"T.V. tells girls that they have to be sk inny and 
that they have to be beaut i fu l . They are always 
saying that y ou have to wear make-up and look 
nice and everything. That the whole reason why 
you are here is to make boys l ike you . 

"I j u s t don't th ink so. 1 don't t h ink gir ls shou ld 
have to live up to men's and boys ' expectations. I 
th ink they shou ld be able to be their own person, 
whomever they l ike to be and not what other people 
want them to be. It shou ld not real ly matter i f you 
are sk inny or fat or ugly." 

At the Women's Wor ld Conference i n Beij ing, 
Reshma, sur rounded by feminists, contemplates 
the meaning of feminism for herself. "In some things 
1 a m a n d i n some th ings I'm sort of iffy about 
feminism. Y o u can perhaps consider me a feminist 
when I feel real ly strong about something and have 
to say what I'm th ink ing . A feminist is a woman or 
a m a n who is concerned about women's r ights and 
is concerned about gir ls and how they are growing 
up to be. A feminist real ly gets i n there and does 
not only say we real ly have to change this and that 
and then put it out of her m i n d . A feminist goes 
and does something about it. That is what I consider 
a feminist." 

Reshma, a 6 th grader of Indian and Croat ian 
descent looked a round i n Beij ing and w i th eyes 
g leaming w i th en thus ias im, sa id : "I'm glad we girls 
had a chance to come now and that we are getting 
heard , because i n 10 years we w i l l be the leaders 
and w e l l have to know about these i s sues . " ? 
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