
b e t w e e n a s o n a n d h i s f a t h e r 
whose mother had d isappeared. 

The F r e n c h magaz ine Marie 
Clear conduc ted a survey of the 
mos t i m p o r t a n t w o m e n i n the 
world. "I was one of the w o m e n 
ment ioned i n th is l ist. The entry 
i n the m a g a z i n e s t a t e d " R o s a 
T a r l o v s k y de R o i s i n b l i t , V i c e 
President of the Abue las de Mayo 
i n Argent ina . T h i s d ean of the 
Abuelas de Mayo who cont inues 
to pressure authori t ies . . . " 

W e l l , a s y o u c a n see o u r 
struggle cont inues to be ardorous 
and long. 1 hope you are doing well. 
Thank you for your solidarity. 

Rosita Roisinblit 
Argentina 

(Rosita was featured in WlA's first 
issue in 1995. We appreciate her 
continuing communications with 
us.-Ed.) 

From the E-mail 
ISRAEL: STAGNATION RATHER 
THAN CRACKDOWNS 

F r o m I s r a e l i f e m i n i s t s , 
forwarded F Y l . 

Robin Morgan 
"The e l e c t i on of r i g h t - w i n g 

B e n y a m i n Netanyahu as the next 
p r ime m i n i s t e r of I srae l is b a d 
enough. The enormous gains of 
three r e l i g i o u s f u n d a m e n t a l i s t 
part ies ( increasing the ir electoral 
s t r e n g t h by 5 0 p e r c e n t i n the 
Knesset) is m u c h worse. S ince 
Netanyeihu's L i k u d petrty won only 
32 seats, and the re l ig ious now 
collectively ho ld 23 , the L i k u d w i l l 
r e q u i r e t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e 
re l ig ious i n every coa l i t ion move 
they make . For gays, th is does 
not bode wel l . 

' G a y rights in Israel had greatly 
improved in the last four yesirs: In 
1992, d iscr iminat ion at work based 
on sexua l or ientat ion was made 
illegEtl. The next year, the eirmy 
formally ended most d iscr iminat ion 
against gay men and lesbians. In 
1994, the Supreme Court recognized 
bene f i t s to s a m e - s e x s p o u s e s 
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employed by E l -A l Air l ines and Tel-
Aviv University. A n d in 1995, the 
law was Eimended to grant pensions 
to same-sex peirtners of deceased 
civil servants. Even a number of 
p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s have m a d e 
concessions to scime-sex spouses 
(blood banks , the census bureau, 
the nsimes registry, etc.). A n d our 
nightlife was jus t beginning to get 
off the ground. 

"In general, I do not believe that 
these achievements wi l l be rol led 
back or even come under al l -out 
a t tack by the new government . 
What is clear, however, is that the 
ascendancy of the religious spells 
the end of further geuns dur ing the 
lifetime of this government. 

" M o d e r n I s r a e l h a d o n l y 

N yah etan 
election does not 

bode well for gays 
in Israe.. 

recently begun to squeeze out of the 
vise-grip of the ultra-Orthodox, who 
sti l l have a monopoly on life-cycle 
r i t u a l s (mEirrieige, d i v o r c e , a n d 
bur ia l ) a n d domina te o ther key 
areas of family life (child custody). 
P rogress i n these areas w i l l be 
h o p e l e s s - t o - n i l as l o n g as the 
rel igious are r u n n i n g these shows. 

' O n e g l i m m e r of hope w i l l 
c e r ta in ly die out . In 1995 , the 
M i n i s t r y of E d u c a t i o n i s s u e d a 
booklet that describes homosexual 
and lesbiem ps i r tnersh ips as a n 
a l t e r n a t i v e Jcind of d o m e s t i c 
arrangement, no dispeiragement i n 
tone or content. This booklet had 
been p repared for the so-ca l l ed 
"secular" school system in Israel (as 

opposed to the Jewish-rel ig ious or 
Arab schools, wh i ch educate about 
half the chi ldren in Israel). In the 
secular system, the booklet had not 
yet gained wide exposure, but there 
was hope. Now that hope is gone. 

"Where gays w i l l feel the hot 
b r e a t h of the r e l i g i o u s on o u r 
n e c k s is the s t i gma, the delegi-
t imiza t ion , and the demonizat ion 
of our style of life. This wi l l get 
worse , a n d fewer gays w i l l feel 
c o m f o r t a b l e c o m i n g out . The 
gJready-existing fear of los ing jobs 
or cl ients—especial ly for teachers, 
medica l personnel , social workers, 
psychologists, and the like—^will get 
worse, despite the law that prohibits 
this. The vast majority of gays in 
Israel are stil l deep inside the closet, 

a n d the c lose t w i l l 
become even deeper. 

"I do not believe 
that ou r two active 
organizat ions w i l l be 
outlawed: CLAF , the 
C o m m u n i t y of 
F e m i n i s t L e s b i a n s , 
or SPPR , the Society 
for the Protect ion of 
Personed Rights. B u t 
b o t h w i l l be 
h a n d i c a p p e d i n 
l eg i s la t i ve l o b b y i n g 
gind advocacy. A n d 
a l though the courts 
aire ostens ib ly inde

pendent of the legis lature, they too 
are inf luenced by the Zeitgeist. 

' Y es , some re l ig ious po l i t ica l 
leaders Eire renewing the lainguage 
of " t h e a b o m i n a t i o n of 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y " a n d have 
threatened to enact legislat ion that 
wou ld undermine previous gains. 
B u t I don't t h i n k they wou ld be 
s u c c e s s f u l i n p e r s u a d i n g the 
s e c u l a r c o m p o n e n t of the new 
government (L ikud) to go a long 
w i th it. 

"R i gh t now, there ' s a lot of 
pos tur ing going on. 

"You know what? I th ink the 
fundamentc i l i s ts w i l l be so busy 
in t roduc ing re l ig ious studies into 
t h e s e c u l a r s c h o o l s y s t e m ; 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Heard in a conference: 

"Women in the South have 

made gains in their fight for 

rights, equality. But when 

the lesbian movement— 

which is more threatening 

to men—attached itself to 

the women's movement—it 

(the lesbian movement) 

eroded these gains." Do 

you agree? 

If you have questions you 
wish to raise, send them to 
us also and let's ask our 
readers: 

"What do you think?" 

siphoning public funds into religious 
institutions, religious schools, and 
housing for the indigent religious; 
enforcing coercive laws that are on the 
books but only partially enforced (e.g., 
closing businesses and factories that 
are open on the Sabbath); and holding 
back further progress in the peace 
talks—that there will be very little time 
left for oppressing us as well. Maybe 
if they get re-elected in the year 2000, 
god-forbid. 

•Jerusalem, 5 June 1996" 

I received the latest publication 
of Isis and was impressed with 
your article on the media. It gave 

me much food for thought. 
Elizabeth Lopez 

U.S.A. 
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