
Feedback on: 
C A N M E N B E FEMINISTS? 

T he w o m e n of I s i s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l - M a n i l a 
ask if men can be feminists. 

F o r m e , e n c o u n t e r i n g t h a t 
ques t i on ra i ses more q u e s t i o n s 
than answers. 

One. What is a feminist? Are 
there any m i n i m u m requirements 
to becoming a feminist before one 
can enjoy sport ing the label? Who 
judges these things? 

T w o . D o m e n n e e d to be 
femin is ts? Do f emin is ts wsmt to 
have feminist m e n around? 

T h r e e . D o I w a n t to be a 
feminist? W i l l anyone believe me if 
1 do decide to become a feminist? 

Romel Lalata 
Policy Review and Editorial 
Services, Inc., Quezon City, 

Philippines 

Dear Rome l , 
We are not from Isis Interna­

t iona l -Mani la but let u s share some 
thoughts: 

There Eire many perspectives to 
th i s ques t i on . People f r om the 
"me i i n s t r eam" fear the f e m i n i s t 
label. M a n y t imes w h e n we have 
forums with so-called "mainstream" 
people, they say, " O h , y ou do very 
good work" when referring to our 
Women ' s A c t i o n Hot l ine service. 
Then they wou ld add, "It's a good 
thing that you're al l feminine un l ike 
many feminists who look like..." (???) 

They say femin is t -have t ight 
assholes who need to loosen up . 

Ye t , i t i s t r u e t h a t m a n y 
feminists lack a sense of humor . 
B u t hey, is rape funny? 

Then there are those who ask: 
What does a feminist look l ike? We 
say: Who cares, as long as she gets 
Ein equal say. A n d to those who 
say "You don't look l ike a feminist," 
we r e s p o n d : ' W a t c h o u t — w e 
d i s g u i s e o u r s e l v e s a s h u m a n 
beings." 

S o , do m e n n e e d to be 
femin is ts? Do f emin is ts want to 
have feminist men Eiround? We do. 
Espec ia l ly if in addit ion to be ing 
feminists they're heuidsome too. 
We also say "Your bojrfriend bakes 
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cookies? Mar ry h im . . . . " 
Anonymous 

Arugaan ang Kalakasan, Inc. 
Quezon City, Philippines 

Y es, I be l ieve tha t a m a n 
c a n be a f e m i n i s t . The 
ph i l o sophy one chooses to 

adapt is not necesssiri ly l im i ted to 
one's gender. It is the person's 
state of m i n d , the way he or she 
perce i ves t h i n g s , tha t ma t t e r s . 
One need not be a w o m a n to be a 
feminist . 

JC Mendoza 
University of the Philippines 

I th ink the word feminist is 
q u i t e s e x i s t . If we are 
striving for the equality of men 

and women then gender should not 
be an i s sue itself. The important 
th ing is we regard and treat people 
based on the i r mer i ts , character 
and CEtpabilities Eind not because 
of the i r co lo r , r ace , r e l i g i on or 
gender for that matter. 

Anonymous 
Philippines 

A feminist is someone who 
u p h o l d s t h e r i g h t s of 
women. Be ing a feminist 

doesn't require one to be a woman. 
A m e i n can also be a feminist j u s t 
as long as he believes that women 
s h o u l d be t r ea t ed equa l l y w i t h 
m e n and are regarded w i th dignity 
Euid respect ins tead of d i s c r im ina ­
t ing t h e m and t reat ing t h e m as 
second-c lass cit izens. 

Anonymous 
Philippines 

N o, the m a c h o image of 
m e n w i l l a l w a y s be a 
h i n d r a n c e . M e n s t i l l 

doubt the capabi l i t ies of women. 
Regi Reyes 

Statistical Coordination Officer of 
the National Statistical 

Coordination Board 
(NSCB) Philippines 

C an't be, because i f m e n 
b e c o m e f e m i n i s t s t h e n 
t h a t ' s a n o u t r i g h t 

a d m i s s i o n t h a t w o m e n a r e 
superior. B u t men can respect the 

t h i n k i n g of w o m e n . M e n w i l l 
a lways believe they are on top of 
the s i tuat ion. It i s a weak m a n 
who agrees to feminist views. 

Ruben Litan 
Information Researcher 

NSCB 

OPPOSING VIEW ON IRAN 
Contrary to reports i n western 

m e d i a tha t I r a n i a n w o m e n are 
abused, treated as appendages to 
m e n and are use l ess , we f ound 
t h e m to be the oppos i te , as we 
t o u r e d I r a n r e c e n t l y at t h e 
inv i t a t i on of F a t e m e h H a s h e m i , 
president of the Iranian Women's 
S o l i d a r i t y A s s o c i a t i o n , a n d 
d a u g h t e r of P r e s i d e n t A k b a r 
Hashemi Rafscinjani. 

Hal f of univers i ty s tudents i n 
science and medic ine are women. 
At the large B l o o d T r a n s f u s i o n 
Service of the B lood Research eind 
Fract ionat ion Center , ha l f of the 
d o c t o r s i n a t e a m of 140 are 
w o m e n . A w o m a n , D r . H u r i 
Rezvan, is the manager. 

If the P h i l i p p i n e s h a s t h e 
Nat ional C o m m i s s i o n on W o m e n , 
Iran has its Women 's Affairs Office 
h e a d e d by a b r i l l i a n t l a w y e r , 
Sheihla H a b i b i , who is a lso the 
Pres ident 's Adv iser on W o m e n ' s 
A f f a i r s . The W o m e n ' s A f f a i r s 
Office prepeired the agenda fof the 
w o m e n ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e 
Globed F o r u m i n Be i j i ng whe r e 
Irsin sent 100 women headed by 
F a t e m e h H a s h e m i . F r o m a l l 
a c c o u n t s , the I r a n i a n w o m e n 
made a hi t w i th the ir 20 pos i t i on 
papers . 

Irem has 42 women's na t i ona l 
organizat ions. A m o n g the more 
prominent ones are the Women 's 
So l idar i ty Assoc i a t i on , Women ' s 
Soc i e t y Aga ins t E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
P o l l u t i o n , A s s o c i a t i o n for 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n a n d 
Sustainable Development. 

We noted that r u r a l women , 
about 21 pecent or 11.5 m i l l i on of 
the populat ion, are major players 
i n the economy of the country . 
T h e y a re w e l l - e d u c a t e d a n d 
l i t e r a t e a n d n o t o n l y do they 
produce food for the people but 
that they contribute substantial ly 
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to the export earnings th rough the 
c a r p e t i n d u s t r y . N e x t to o i l , 
carpets aire the s e c o n d b iggest 
dollar earner. 

The gove rnment h a s set u p 
2,000 family p l ann ing centers all 
over the count ry that give away 
free c o n t r a c e p t i v e p i l l s a n d 
gadgets . , S o m e 1 6 , 5 0 0 h e a l t h 
workers (58 percent of w h i c h are 
women) see to the hea l th of the 
people. 

"Women's sports Eire fantastic. 
Faezeye, P r e s iden t Rei fsanjani 's 
second daughter , is the mov ing 
s p i r i t b e h i n d s p o r t s . I r a n i a n 
w o m e n a t h l e t e s h a v e w o n i n 
international tournaments such as 
in the world championship of 1992 
in G e r m a n y ; i n the 1 9 9 3 F i r s t 
Islamic Count r i e s Games ; i n the 
1993 women's shoot ing games i n 
Germany and Korea ; i n the 1994 
chess t o u r n a m e n t i n M o s c o w , 
Hungeiry a n d Ind ia ; a n d i n the 
1994 shoo t i n g games i n J a p a n 
and Bei j ing. Bes ides these sports, 
they aire also engaged i n sk i i n g , 
m o u n t a i n e e r i n g , f enc ing , j u d o , 
k a r a t e , t a e k w a n d o , h o c k e y , 
squash, rowing and cycl ing. Wha t 
do y ou say to that? 

In p o l i t i c s , I r a n i a n w o m e n 
p l ay m a j o r r o l e s . In t h e l a s t 
sess ion of the Par l i ament , the 
nine women members in t roduced 
20 bi l ls and succeeded i n hav ing 
10 of t h e m a p p r o v e d . In l a s t 
Meirch's nationed e lect ion, of the 
3 0 , 0 0 0 c a n d i d a t e s , 3 0 w e r e 
women w i th Faezeye l ead ing the 
p a c k . T h e s i s t e r of I m a m 
K h o m e i n i , Far ide ih , i s a lso very 
active i n pol i t ics. She heads the 
Women's Population Foundation E ind 
fielded some 10 w o m e n i n the last 
elections. She is h ighly educated 
and very patr io t i c , too. The two 
members of Pa r l i ament we met , 
M a d a m e S a l c h i a n d V a h i d 
Nasi jerdi , were very voca l about 
women's r ights i n the home e ind 

society. Bo th introduced 20 b i l l s , 
inc lud ing n u r s i n g mo the r s ' r ight 
to feed her baby whi le at work eind 
p r o v i d i n g w o m e n n u r s e s w i t h 
p e n s i o n after t h e i r m a n d a t o r y 
ret irement. The two women EJSO 

won four mon ths of pa id leave for 

women pregnant for the first ch i ld . 
Not a bad performance for two of 
the nine women i n Par l iament. 

We aJso observed that sexua l 
harassment is unheeird of. We l ike 
to t h i n k tha t Iraniein w o m e n ' s 
clothes have someth ing to do w i th 
th is . B y t rad i t i on , women wear 
scarves and the Hijab outside the 
home. They are fully covered from 
head to toe. W h i c h does not seem 
to bother them. G i r l s of n ine years 
start wear ing the hijab and scarf. 
B u t do not th ink that the ir clothes 
are a l l boring. Because they can 
d i s c a r d the s ca r v e s a n d h i j ab 
w h e n there are no m e n a round , 
the w o m e n teike to f ash ionab l e 
c l o t h e s , m a d e l o c a l l y o r i n 
E u r o p e a n f a s h i o n h o u s e s . 
Madeime Effat Hashemi , the F i rs t 
Lady, was very elegeint i n her su i t 
w h e n she r e c e i v e d u s at t h e 
P r e s i d e n t i a l H o u s e . Howeve r , 
I ranian women are not al lowed to 
be photographed wi thout the scarf 
and hijab. 

M o r e o v e r , d r u g a d d i c t i o n , 
d r u n k e n n e s s and gamb l ing a n d 
womeinizing are nowhere i n sight. 
We were told that to discourage 
t h e h a b i t , d r u g o f f ende r s are 
heavi ly penal ized. D r i n k i n g and 
gambl ing are not al lowed in pub l i c 
but one m a y d r ink and ggimble to 
death in one's house. 

Islsim allows four wives unde r 
certain condit ions. B u t because 
t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s are a l m o s t 
impossib le to m e e t , very, very few 
m e n have four wives. Bes ides , we 
w e r e told by both m e n eind women, 
when o n e t ru ly loves Eu i o the r , it is 
n o t possible to be unfeiithful. Love, 
as i n Eill re l ig ions whether Is lam 
or Christ ie in, is sacred, sub l ime . 

Leonarda N. Camacho 
Metro Manila Council of Women 

Balikatan Movement, Inc. Quezon 
City, Philippines 

Iwant to give y o u a n update 
on the Abuelas de Plaza de 
Mayo. We have made meiny 

accomp l i shments this year. We 
found a grandch i ld t h a t w a s b o m 
i n captivity a n d he now knows h i s 
true identity. Another signif icant 
c o n t r i b u t i o n w a s a r e u n i o n 
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b e t w e e n a s o n a n d h i s f a t h e r 
whose mother had d isappeared. 

The F r e n c h magaz ine Marie 
Clear conduc ted a survey of the 
mos t i m p o r t a n t w o m e n i n the 
world. "I was one of the w o m e n 
ment ioned i n th is l ist. The entry 
i n the m a g a z i n e s t a t e d " R o s a 
T a r l o v s k y de R o i s i n b l i t , V i c e 
President of the Abue las de Mayo 
i n Argent ina . T h i s d ean of the 
Abuelas de Mayo who cont inues 
to pressure authori t ies . . . " 

W e l l , a s y o u c a n see o u r 
struggle cont inues to be ardorous 
and long. 1 hope you are doing well. 
Thank you for your solidarity. 

Rosita Roisinblit 
Argentina 

(Rosita was featured in WlA's first 
issue in 1995. We appreciate her 
continuing communications with 
us.-Ed.) 

From the E-mail 
ISRAEL: STAGNATION RATHER 
THAN CRACKDOWNS 

F r o m I s r a e l i f e m i n i s t s , 
forwarded F Y l . 

Robin Morgan 
"The e l e c t i on of r i g h t - w i n g 

B e n y a m i n Netanyahu as the next 
p r ime m i n i s t e r of I srae l is b a d 
enough. The enormous gains of 
three r e l i g i o u s f u n d a m e n t a l i s t 
part ies ( increasing the ir electoral 
s t r e n g t h by 5 0 p e r c e n t i n the 
Knesset) is m u c h worse. S ince 
Netanyeihu's L i k u d petrty won only 
32 seats, and the re l ig ious now 
collectively ho ld 23 , the L i k u d w i l l 
r e q u i r e t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e 
re l ig ious i n every coa l i t ion move 
they make . For gays, th is does 
not bode wel l . 

' G a y rights in Israel had greatly 
improved in the last four yesirs: In 
1992, d iscr iminat ion at work based 
on sexua l or ientat ion was made 
illegEtl. The next year, the eirmy 
formally ended most d iscr iminat ion 
against gay men and lesbians. In 
1994, the Supreme Court recognized 
bene f i t s to s a m e - s e x s p o u s e s 
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employed by E l -A l Air l ines and Tel-
Aviv University. A n d in 1995, the 
law was Eimended to grant pensions 
to same-sex peirtners of deceased 
civil servants. Even a number of 
p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s have m a d e 
concessions to scime-sex spouses 
(blood banks , the census bureau, 
the nsimes registry, etc.). A n d our 
nightlife was jus t beginning to get 
off the ground. 

"In general, I do not believe that 
these achievements wi l l be rol led 
back or even come under al l -out 
a t tack by the new government . 
What is clear, however, is that the 
ascendancy of the religious spells 
the end of further geuns dur ing the 
lifetime of this government. 

" M o d e r n I s r a e l h a d o n l y 

N yah etan 
election does not 

bode well for gays 
in Israe.. 

recently begun to squeeze out of the 
vise-grip of the ultra-Orthodox, who 
sti l l have a monopoly on life-cycle 
r i t u a l s (mEirrieige, d i v o r c e , a n d 
bur ia l ) a n d domina te o ther key 
areas of family life (child custody). 
P rogress i n these areas w i l l be 
h o p e l e s s - t o - n i l as l o n g as the 
rel igious are r u n n i n g these shows. 

' O n e g l i m m e r of hope w i l l 
c e r ta in ly die out . In 1995 , the 
M i n i s t r y of E d u c a t i o n i s s u e d a 
booklet that describes homosexual 
and lesbiem ps i r tnersh ips as a n 
a l t e r n a t i v e Jcind of d o m e s t i c 
arrangement, no dispeiragement i n 
tone or content. This booklet had 
been p repared for the so-ca l l ed 
"secular" school system in Israel (as 

opposed to the Jewish-rel ig ious or 
Arab schools, wh i ch educate about 
half the chi ldren in Israel). In the 
secular system, the booklet had not 
yet gained wide exposure, but there 
was hope. Now that hope is gone. 

"Where gays w i l l feel the hot 
b r e a t h of the r e l i g i o u s on o u r 
n e c k s is the s t i gma, the delegi-
t imiza t ion , and the demonizat ion 
of our style of life. This wi l l get 
worse , a n d fewer gays w i l l feel 
c o m f o r t a b l e c o m i n g out . The 
gJready-existing fear of los ing jobs 
or cl ients—especial ly for teachers, 
medica l personnel , social workers, 
psychologists, and the like—^will get 
worse, despite the law that prohibits 
this. The vast majority of gays in 
Israel are stil l deep inside the closet, 

a n d the c lose t w i l l 
become even deeper. 

"I do not believe 
that ou r two active 
organizat ions w i l l be 
outlawed: CLAF , the 
C o m m u n i t y of 
F e m i n i s t L e s b i a n s , 
or SPPR , the Society 
for the Protect ion of 
Personed Rights. B u t 
b o t h w i l l be 
h a n d i c a p p e d i n 
l eg i s la t i ve l o b b y i n g 
gind advocacy. A n d 
a l though the courts 
aire ostens ib ly inde­

pendent of the legis lature, they too 
are inf luenced by the Zeitgeist. 

' Y es , some re l ig ious po l i t ica l 
leaders Eire renewing the lainguage 
of " t h e a b o m i n a t i o n of 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y " a n d have 
threatened to enact legislat ion that 
wou ld undermine previous gains. 
B u t I don't t h i n k they wou ld be 
s u c c e s s f u l i n p e r s u a d i n g the 
s e c u l a r c o m p o n e n t of the new 
government (L ikud) to go a long 
w i th it. 

"R i gh t now, there ' s a lot of 
pos tur ing going on. 

"You know what? I th ink the 
fundamentc i l i s ts w i l l be so busy 
in t roduc ing re l ig ious studies into 
t h e s e c u l a r s c h o o l s y s t e m ; 

6 i 

W o m e n in A c t i o n N o . 1 , 1 9 9 6 


