
Feedback on: 
C A N M E N B E FEMINISTS? 

T he w o m e n of I s i s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l - M a n i l a 
ask if men can be feminists. 

F o r m e , e n c o u n t e r i n g t h a t 
ques t i on ra i ses more q u e s t i o n s 
than answers. 

One. What is a feminist? Are 
there any m i n i m u m requirements 
to becoming a feminist before one 
can enjoy sport ing the label? Who 
judges these things? 

T w o . D o m e n n e e d to be 
femin is ts? Do f emin is ts wsmt to 
have feminist m e n around? 

T h r e e . D o I w a n t to be a 
feminist? W i l l anyone believe me if 
1 do decide to become a feminist? 

Romel Lalata 
Policy Review and Editorial 
Services, Inc., Quezon City, 

Philippines 

Dear Rome l , 
We are not from Isis Interna­

t iona l -Mani la but let u s share some 
thoughts: 

There Eire many perspectives to 
th i s ques t i on . People f r om the 
"me i i n s t r eam" fear the f e m i n i s t 
label. M a n y t imes w h e n we have 
forums with so-called "mainstream" 
people, they say, " O h , y ou do very 
good work" when referring to our 
Women ' s A c t i o n Hot l ine service. 
Then they wou ld add, "It's a good 
thing that you're al l feminine un l ike 
many feminists who look like..." (???) 

They say femin is t -have t ight 
assholes who need to loosen up . 

Ye t , i t i s t r u e t h a t m a n y 
feminists lack a sense of humor . 
B u t hey, is rape funny? 

Then there are those who ask: 
What does a feminist look l ike? We 
say: Who cares, as long as she gets 
Ein equal say. A n d to those who 
say "You don't look l ike a feminist," 
we r e s p o n d : ' W a t c h o u t — w e 
d i s g u i s e o u r s e l v e s a s h u m a n 
beings." 

S o , do m e n n e e d to be 
femin is ts? Do f emin is ts want to 
have feminist men Eiround? We do. 
Espec ia l ly if in addit ion to be ing 
feminists they're heuidsome too. 
We also say "Your bojrfriend bakes 
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cookies? Mar ry h im . . . . " 
Anonymous 

Arugaan ang Kalakasan, Inc. 
Quezon City, Philippines 

Y es, I be l ieve tha t a m a n 
c a n be a f e m i n i s t . The 
ph i l o sophy one chooses to 

adapt is not necesssiri ly l im i ted to 
one's gender. It is the person's 
state of m i n d , the way he or she 
perce i ves t h i n g s , tha t ma t t e r s . 
One need not be a w o m a n to be a 
feminist . 

JC Mendoza 
University of the Philippines 

I th ink the word feminist is 
q u i t e s e x i s t . If we are 
striving for the equality of men 

and women then gender should not 
be an i s sue itself. The important 
th ing is we regard and treat people 
based on the i r mer i ts , character 
and CEtpabilities Eind not because 
of the i r co lo r , r ace , r e l i g i on or 
gender for that matter. 

Anonymous 
Philippines 

A feminist is someone who 
u p h o l d s t h e r i g h t s of 
women. Be ing a feminist 

doesn't require one to be a woman. 
A m e i n can also be a feminist j u s t 
as long as he believes that women 
s h o u l d be t r ea t ed equa l l y w i t h 
m e n and are regarded w i th dignity 
Euid respect ins tead of d i s c r im ina ­
t ing t h e m and t reat ing t h e m as 
second-c lass cit izens. 

Anonymous 
Philippines 

N o, the m a c h o image of 
m e n w i l l a l w a y s be a 
h i n d r a n c e . M e n s t i l l 

doubt the capabi l i t ies of women. 
Regi Reyes 

Statistical Coordination Officer of 
the National Statistical 

Coordination Board 
(NSCB) Philippines 

C an't be, because i f m e n 
b e c o m e f e m i n i s t s t h e n 
t h a t ' s a n o u t r i g h t 

a d m i s s i o n t h a t w o m e n a r e 
superior. B u t men can respect the 

t h i n k i n g of w o m e n . M e n w i l l 
a lways believe they are on top of 
the s i tuat ion. It i s a weak m a n 
who agrees to feminist views. 

Ruben Litan 
Information Researcher 

NSCB 

OPPOSING VIEW ON IRAN 
Contrary to reports i n western 

m e d i a tha t I r a n i a n w o m e n are 
abused, treated as appendages to 
m e n and are use l ess , we f ound 
t h e m to be the oppos i te , as we 
t o u r e d I r a n r e c e n t l y at t h e 
inv i t a t i on of F a t e m e h H a s h e m i , 
president of the Iranian Women's 
S o l i d a r i t y A s s o c i a t i o n , a n d 
d a u g h t e r of P r e s i d e n t A k b a r 
Hashemi Rafscinjani. 

Hal f of univers i ty s tudents i n 
science and medic ine are women. 
At the large B l o o d T r a n s f u s i o n 
Service of the B lood Research eind 
Fract ionat ion Center , ha l f of the 
d o c t o r s i n a t e a m of 140 are 
w o m e n . A w o m a n , D r . H u r i 
Rezvan, is the manager. 

If the P h i l i p p i n e s h a s t h e 
Nat ional C o m m i s s i o n on W o m e n , 
Iran has its Women 's Affairs Office 
h e a d e d by a b r i l l i a n t l a w y e r , 
Sheihla H a b i b i , who is a lso the 
Pres ident 's Adv iser on W o m e n ' s 
A f f a i r s . The W o m e n ' s A f f a i r s 
Office prepeired the agenda fof the 
w o m e n ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e 
Globed F o r u m i n Be i j i ng whe r e 
Irsin sent 100 women headed by 
F a t e m e h H a s h e m i . F r o m a l l 
a c c o u n t s , the I r a n i a n w o m e n 
made a hi t w i th the ir 20 pos i t i on 
papers . 

Irem has 42 women's na t i ona l 
organizat ions. A m o n g the more 
prominent ones are the Women 's 
So l idar i ty Assoc i a t i on , Women ' s 
Soc i e t y Aga ins t E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
P o l l u t i o n , A s s o c i a t i o n for 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n a n d 
Sustainable Development. 

We noted that r u r a l women , 
about 21 pecent or 11.5 m i l l i on of 
the populat ion, are major players 
i n the economy of the country . 
T h e y a re w e l l - e d u c a t e d a n d 
l i t e r a t e a n d n o t o n l y do they 
produce food for the people but 
that they contribute substantial ly 
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