
Kota n e w s p a p e r s a i d o n 
Wednesday. 

I n d o n e s i a n p o l i c e c h i e f 
G e n e r a l B a n u r u s m a n 
A s t r o e m i t r o w a s q u o t e d a s 
t e l l i n g a p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
commiss ion on Tuesday that a 
woman's virginity wou ld have 
to be ver i f ied before she 
could enter academies 
for t h e m i l i t a r y , 
which inc ludes the 
p o l i c e . He s a i d 
some women entering 
military academies have 
had to leave after they were 
discovered to be pregnant . 

"Usua l l y the c o m m u n i t y i n 
the region w i l l give a par ty for 
a woman w h e n she i s accepted 
into the mi l i tary . D u r i n g that 
e ven t , w o m e n w h o h a v e 
boyfriends are left a "deposit . " 
That deposit u s u a l l y becomes 
k n o w n after a few m o n t h s , " 
B a n u r u s m a n sa id . "The resu l t 
is that the female cadet soldier 
mus t end her educa t i on , " he 
said. 

A n s w e r i n g l e g i s l a t o r s ' 
quest ions, B a n u r u s m a n sa id : 
"If needed, the examinat ion c a n 
be done by a w o m a n doctor." 
(Source; Today, 7 March 1996) 

NEW C U R E FOR AN O L D 
COMPLAINT 

C H I L E ( IPS )—Chi ld abuse 
may be a n o ld p rob l em b u t it 
h a s n e v e r m e r i t e d c l o s e 
a t t e n t i o n a n d s c r u t i n y . A t 
l e a s t , n o t u n t i l r e c e n t l y . 
Official f igures show that some 
300,000 m i n o r s are v i c t ims of 
p h y s i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
a g g r e s s i o n i n C h i l e . T h e 
country r a n k s t h i r d i n t e rms 
of the prevalence of ch i ld abuse 
a c c o r d i n g to t h e N a t i o n a l 
Women ' s Serv i ce . P u b l i c i t y 
c a m p a i g n s h a v e m a d e t h e 
public aware of th is widespread 
prob lem espec ia l l y s ince the 

case of a f i ve -month-o ld baby 
who was p u t into a c o m a by a 
bea t ing f rom her father, h i t 
the headl ines . 

T h e C h i l e a n p e d i a t r i c 
surgeon, who concentrated on 
the i ssue of c h i l d abuse for five 
years, expressed h is firustration 

at t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h i s 
p r o b l e m , a c c o r d i n g to 

h i m , ex is ted most ly i n 
industrialized nations 
a n d c u t s across a l l 

soc io -economic leve ls 
although he no ted that it 

i s more c o n c e a l e d i n the 
uppe r c lasses . He c i tes the 
need for enac t ing more laws 
that deal specif ically w i th c h i l d 
abuse as we l l as in fo rmat ion 
campa igns i n the m e d i a a n d 
commun i t y levels. 

GETTING T O U G H ON 
PAEDOPHILES 

P H I L I P P I N E S ( I P S ) — A n 
A u s t r a l i a n b u s i n e s s m a n 
c o n v i c t e d u n d e r a 1 9 9 2 
Ph i l i pp ine Law on Paedoph i l i a 
s i gna l s the start of concrete 
g o v e rnmen t efforts to c r a c k 
d o w n o n paedophi l i ac act iv i ty 
i n A s i a . S im i l a r ac t ions have 
s tar ted i n other count r i e s i n 
t h e r e g i o n . T h a i l a n d , for 
ins tance , i nd i c t ed a Japanese 
b u s i n e s s m a n for s e x u a l l y 
a b u s i n g two under -aged g i r ls 
i n the N o r t h e r n p rov ince of 
C h a n g Ma i . Aus t ra l i an Foreign 
M i n i s t e r A l e x a n d e r D o w n e s 
ini t iated a n inqu i i y i n response 
to r epo r t s of A u s t r a l i a n a i d 
m o n e y b e i n g e x t e n d e d to 
orphanages and schools w h i c h 
s u p p l y " c l e a n " c h i l d r e n for 
Aus t ra l i an d ip lomats—sending 
out a clear message that he w i l l 
no t to lerate s u c h u n e t h i c a l 
behavior from h i s compatr iots . 

P a e d o p h i l i a c a c t i v i t y 
reportedly abound i n the region 
w i t h c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s 

n u m b e r i n g to more t h a n a 
m i l l i o n i n A s i a . Whi le N G O s 
fighting paedoph i l i a are happy 
w i t h the recent efforts to curb 
these act iv i t ies, they s t i l l see 
t h e n e e d for s t r i c t e r 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of e x i s t i n g 
l a w s a s w e l l a s for r i c h e r 
countr i es to enact a n d enforce 
l a w s t h a t w o u l d p r o s e c u t e 
paedophi les r e tu rn ing to their 
o w n countr ies . 

TRAFFICKED INTO INDIA 
T h e I n d i a n a n d N e p a l i 

governments share compl ic i ty 
i n the abuse of t housands of 
w o m e n a n d g i r l s w h o are 
traf f icked from Nepal to India 
for the purposes of prostitution. 
"The wi l l ingness of Ind ian and 
Nepa l i government officials to 
to lerate a n d , i n some cases, 
part ic ipate i n the burgeoning 
flesh trade exacerbates abuse," 
says H u m a n R i gh t s W a t c h / 
A s i a i n a 9 0 - p a g e r e p o r t 
re leased i n J u l y 1995. 

H R W conc ludes that hal f of 
B o m b a y ' s 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 b r o t h e l 
workers are w o m e n a n d gir ls 
from Nepal . The report. Rape 
for Profit: Trafficking of Nepali 
Girls and Women to India's 
Brothels, says that the workers 
a re k e p t i n c o n d i t i o n s 
t an tamount to slavery. 

" H e l d i n debt bondage for 
years at a t ime, they are raped 
a n d s u b j e c t e d to s e v e r e 
beatings, exposed to AIDS, and 
face arbi trary impr i sonment . " 
Non-gove rnment w o r k e r s i n 
B o m b a y e s t i m a t e t h a t 20 
percent of Bombay ' s b ro the l 
workers are u n d e r the age of 
18 and at least ha l f c ou ld be 
infected w i t h A IDS . 

"These abuses are not only 
v i o l a t i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
recognized h u m a n rights but 
are especially prohibi ted under 
d o m e s t i c l a w s o f b o t h 
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