
contact are known: the vicinity 
of b ig ho t e l s l i ke Ho t e l 
International, Metallurg, Dom 
Penzionera, and other central 
places like the main bridge or 
Radakovo. 

It seems that most clients 
are Internationals, i.e. male 
members of hiomanitarian and 
other international organisa­
tions whose task it should be 
to he lp improve the l i v ing 
conditions i n Bosn ia Instead, 
by b u y i n g sex they take 
advantage of economical need 
and inexper ience of young 
women and girls. This fact 
i t s e l f i s a s c a n d a l . It i s 
outrag ing cons ider ing that 
thousands of women have been 
subject to rape, sexual violation 
and torture i n this country 
during the war. 

The increase of prostitution 
is a typical symptom of post 
war times. Especially i n places 
where there are a lot of 
international male staff and 
soldiers. This is known from 
other countries like Germany 
or the P h i l i p p i n e s , where 
women and girls are forced to 
prostitute themselves i n order 
to survive. 

Medica wil l start to monitor 
and observe the situation i n 
Zenica. We ask al l organisa­
tions working with women and 
g i r l s to prov ide u s w i t h 
whatever in fo rmat ion they 
have on this subject to mobilise 
their donators and head offices 
for s e t t ing u p income 
generating projects especially 
for women and girls. 

Last but not least we urge 
all head of offices to look into 
this matter with due care and 
dismiss immediately all male 
staff members having sex with 
minors or taking advantage of 
the miserable s i tua t i on of 
many women in Zenica. Sexual 
exploitation is not a matter of 

privacy! 
Contact apcadmin@x)c.apc.org or 
the Association for Progressive 
Communication International 
Secretariat, Rua Vicente de Souza, 
29 Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro, RJ 
22251-070 Brazil 

Want ing to avoid further 
arguments, she asked him to 
leave the house and not to 
come back unless he could give 
her the necessary papers. 

"Later that evening, 
Mylene's husband returned 
d r u n k a n d w i t h a male 
companion. Mylene was on the 
phone with her friend when 
his husband started arguing 
with her again, with his friend 
jo in ing him. Not wanting to 
argue, Mylene locked herself in 
the bedroom with her son. Her 
h u s b a n d , enraged, k i cked 
down the door and began 
beating her. While he beat her, 
Chan-gyu Park also repeatedly 
threatened to make true his 
ear l i e r threa ts to commit 
suic ide by jump ing off the 

fourth floor and taking her 
out of the house while trying along with him. Thinking 
to undress her, t r ied to \  of her child, Mylene tried 

A F iL iP iNA BATTERED IN KOREA 
fThe following is excerpted from 

a letter that came into our office that 
dramatizes the lack of protection for 
Filipinas married to men in South 
Korea.-Ed.) 

"On 10 November 1995, my 
friend Mylene Luminar ias -
Park, a Filipinabased in Tejon, 
Korea, almost lost her life. Her 
Korean husband, Chan-gyu 
Park had repeatedly banged 
her head to the wall and a steel 
door, s lapped her severa l 
times, dragged her by the hair 

choke her and throw 
her down the stairs, 
and almost forced her 
to j u m p from the 
fourth floor of their 
apartment building. 

"Irked by his lack 
of concern at their 
son's illness, Mylene 
had berated her 
husband and told 
h im that it might 
be best for her and 
the child to go home 
to the Phil ippines. 
The a rgument 
continued unt i l the \ 
following morning. At 
this point, her husband 
brought u p the subject of 
divorce, which they had been 
d iscuss ing for the past few 
months. When she inquired 
about the son, he told her that 
she would have to ask the 
judge. Knowing fuUy weU that 
Korean courts would favor the 
father, Mylene insisted that he 
give her their son's passport. 

to hang on to anything 
she could hold on to. 

"It was a good 
th ing that Mylene, 
fearing for her safety, 
did not hung up the 
phone so her friend 

could hear what was 
going on. After hearing 
what was going on, 
Mylene's friend left her 
dormitory residence 

a n d s u m m o n e d the 
fwUce. 

"The police arrived 
only to first ask for 
My lene ' s name, 
na t i ona l i t y and 
passport. They were 

more concerned about her 
h u s b a n d whose foot was 
bleeding because he shattered 
their glass sliding door. By this 
time too, Chan-gyu's sister and 
My lene ' s f r i end h a d also 
arrived. The sister lived nearby 
and immed ia t e l y became 
worried about her brother's self 
-inflicted injuries. As Mylene 

Sandra Torrijas 
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w a s l e a v i n g to f i n d s h e l t e r 
e lsewhere, Chan-g j ru s h o u t e d 
at h e r : " Y o u r h u s b a n d i s 
heaven. Y o u are b u t ear th . " 

Mylene has sought assistance 
from the Philippine embassy which 
has responded positively and 
supported her needs. But the 
problem of child custody remains. 
Many Filipinas who have gone to 
South Korea to marry—many 
through arranged marriages—end 
up battered and wanting to escape 
with their children but are unaware 
of the biases in South Korean laws. 
Those who did manage to get out 
of the cycle of domestic violence 
have found it impossible to bring 
their children. 

Mylene Luminarias-Park is 
requesting for letters of support 
appealing to the South Korean 
authorities to allow her to go home 
with her child. In addition, she is 
asking for assistance from 
women's groups in Korea. Send 
letters to your Korean Embassy. 

RALLY AROUND IRENE 
Irene Fernandez , D i rec tor 

of Tenaganita, i s be ing charged 
by the M a l a y s i a n government 
of v io la t ing the 1984 P r in t ing 
Presses a n d Pub l i c a t i ons Act . 
Her t r i a l s tar ted las t 10 to 14 
J u n e 1996 at the Mag is t ra tes 
Cour t (5A) i n K u a l a L u m p u r . 

Irene made a n app l i ca t i on 
to the H i g h C o u r t o n 30 May 
1996 to transfer the case from 
the Mag is t ra tes C o u r t to the 
H i g h C o u r t . O n e of the k ey 
reasons for t h i s app l i ca t i on i s 
to cha l l enge the v a l i d i t y o f 
S e c t i o n 8 A of t h e P r i n t i n g 
Presses and Publ icat ions Act as 
it may be ultra vires to the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n u n d e r Ar t i c l e 10 
w h i c h guarantees the r ight to 
freedom of express ion . T h u s , 
b e c a u s e o f t h i s u n u s u a l 
dif f iculty i n the law, the case 
is better hea rd at a H i g h C o u r t 
level. However, the appl icat ion 
for transfer to H i g h C o u r t was 

d i s m i s s e d by the judge on 5 
J u n e 1996. T h u s the tr ial took 
place as s chedu l ed from 10-14 
J u n e 1996, at the Magistrates 
C o u r t (5A), i n K u a l a L u m p u r . 

We w o u l d l ike to request 
y o u r suppor t i n the fol lowing 
ways: 
1. Ho l d vis ible forms of protest 
i n y o u r c o u n t r y e s p e c i a l l y 
where the M a l a y s i a n Embassy 
i s s i tua ted . Please cont inue to 
s e n d letters of protest to the 
P r ime M i n i s t e r a n d D e p u t y 
Pr ime M in i s t e r of Ma lays ia . 
2. Ge t h o l d a n d d isseminate 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . We have 
p r i n t e d p a m p h l e t s for 
d is tr ibut ion. Please refer to the 
E - M a i l address g iven below for 
requests for pamphle ts a n d for 
further in fo rmat ion re lated to 
necessary act ions. 
3. M a k e i ndependen t p ress 
s t a t e m e n t s s t a t i n g o u r 
f undamen ta l r ight to freedom 
of express ion a n d concern over 
t reatment of migrant workers . 
T h a n k y o u . 

Y o u r s Sincerely, 
Cather ine A. 

Those wishing to join the campcdgn 
for Irene Fernandez can contact 
pannp(dgeo2.popteL org. uk 

Isis International-Chile: P O S T B E I J I N G 

N l ' W S I . l ' I T I ' U 

Isis I n t ema t ina t i ona l -Ch i l e has l a u n c h e d a 

post B e i j i n g N e w s l e t t e r m o n i t o i m g the 

P l a t f o r m for A c t i o n o n hea l th issues. 

A G F . N D . \D is a Span i sh language 

quar ter ly p u b l i c a t i o n for the W o r m e n and 

H e a l t h P r o g r a m o f Isis I n t e r n a t i o n a l - C h i l e . 

E a c h issue conta ins; 

• In f o rmat i on o n w o m e n and hea l th f r o m 

di f ferent perspect ives 

• Anidysis o f ac t ion and w o r k by w o m e n o n 

hea l th 

• M a i n proposals by w o m e n ' s g roups a n d / o r 

i n t e rna t i ona l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

A n n u a l subsc r i p t i on rate f o r A g e n d a Sa lud 

is U S $10.00 for 4 issues o f 8 pages each. 

D A T A B A S E O N W O M E N : V I O L E N C E 

A G A I N . S I W O M I ' N I N L A T I N A M E R I C A 

A N D m i : C A R I B B I ' A N : A new publica­
tion from Isis International-Chile 

A directory o f 241 entries o f g r o u p and 

inst i tut ions in the reg ion that w o r k o n the 

issue o f V io l ence against W o m e n . 

T o get this impo r t an t b o o k please m a i l U S 

$30 (this inc ludes air ma i l charges.) 

O R D E R F O R M 

Please send me 

Agenda S;i lud 

Data base on W o m e n : V i o l e n c e Aga ins t 

W o m e n in La t i n A m e r i c a and the C a r i b b e a n 

Name 

Organ iza t ion 

Address 

C i t y Z i p 

Code C o u n t r y 

I am inc lud ing a check for da ted 

Please note: A l l checks are cashed by a n o r t h 

amer ican bank, w i t h an Isis I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

account . 

Please mai l to: Isis I n t e m a c i o n a l , C a s i l l a 2 0 6 7 , 

C o r r e o C e n t r a l , Sant iago , C h i l e 

Te lephone: (56-2) 638 22 19; 633 4.S 8 2 

Fax: (56-2) 638 31 42 

E - M a i l : i s i s@ax .apc .org 
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