
• nurses who were part of a vac
c i n a t i o n br igade were a m 
bushed and raped by 25 heavily 
a rmed men as they were re
t u r n i n g to S a n C r i s t o b a l . 
Rocks blocking the road forced 
the nurses to stop and get out 
of their vehicle to remove the 
barriers. They were ambushed 
by 25 heavily armed men who 
raped them. One woman suf
fered a broken pelv is and the 
lone woman who was not raped 
suffered n ine c a r d i a c a r r e s t s 
and continues to be hospita l
ized. 

After the assau l t on 
her, Ceci l ia Rodriguez 
he ld a p ress confer
ence in Mex i co C i t y to 
denounce the violence. S i 
multaneous with Rodriguez's 
press conference, women in E l 
Paso, Texas, San Francisco and 
C h i c a g o were a l so h o l d i n g 
press conferences to denounce 
the violence. 

But the media in Mexico and 
in the U .S . have not g iven it 
m u c h coverage a n d even the 
L.A. Times w h i c h cove red a 
press conference g iven by 
Rodr iguez in Los Ange l es de
cided not to print the story. 

The Mexican government is 
not p u r s u i n g these cases ac
tively and the med i a for the 
most part is silent on the vio
lence that is being perpetuated 
aga inst the women . The U .S . 
media who extensively covered 
Mex i co ' s p r e s u m e d e conomic 
growth pr ior to the economic 
bust IS not pr int ing the stories 
of the violence in Chiapas , and 
in particular the violence against 
women by the Mexican military. 

Letters to Mex i can off icials 
to support the women and de
nounce these cases of violence 
against the women of C h i a p a s 
are being requested from read
ers. Send letters or faxes to: 

C. Lie. Ernesto Zedillo 
Presidente de Mexico 
Residencia Oficial de Los Pinos 
Puerta #i 
Col. San Miguel Chapultepec 
Mexico, D.F. 
Fax: 
(011-52-5) 271-1774 or 271-1764 

C. Lie. Emilio Chauyffet 
Secretario de Gobemacion 
Bucareli #99 
Col. Juarez, Mexico, D.F. 
Fax: (011-52-5) 546-5350 or 546-

7380 

Julio Cesar Ferro 
Gubernador Interino 
de Chiapas 

la Avenida Norte 
Oriente It456 

29000 Tuxtla Gutierrez, 
Chiapas 

Fax: (011-52-967) 2-09-17 or 3-50-
22 

Ambassador 
Embassy of the United States 
Paseo de la Reforma #305 
Col. Anzures CP. 06550 
Fax: (011-52-5) 208-3373 

Fax copies of your letters 
to 0 1 1 - 5 2 - 9 6 7 so the w o m e n 
who have been raped wil l know 
t h a t they are not l a c k i n g in 
suppor t . 

(Editor's Note: On February 1, 
1996, Isis received a response 

from the Comision Nacional de 
Derechos Humanos (National 
Coniission on Human Rights) to our 
letters of inquiry. The Commission 
reports that they have been made 
aware of Ceciia Rodriguez and are 
waiting for responses from offi
cials investigating the rape in the 
state of Chiapas.I 

• 
H A I R - C U T T I N G Z E A L O T S P R E Y 

ON M U S L I M G I R L S 

by Allan Nawal 
CoTABATo CITY - M u s l i m 

women here oppose the recent 

order of re l ig ious scholars, 
known as ulama, for them to 
wear veils as part of the 
I s lamic t r ad i t i on . 

S ince December, numer
ous comp la in t s have been 
received by the media here on 
the u l ama ' s alleged strict 
enforcement of the rule 
r equ i r ing the wearing of head 
cover called hijab. 

Suspec t ed re l ig ious 
fanat ics , a rmed with sc issors, 
have enforced the hijab rule 
and forcibly cut the hair of 
unve i l ed M u s l i m women. 

Shamee ra , a univers i ty 
student, had her hair fixed at 
a beauty parlor and was 
wa lk ing w i th friends on Don 
Ruf ino A lonzo Street here 
when an unident i f i ed man 
approached her and stepped 
on her toes. 

The suspect , about 30 
years o ld , immediate ly pul led 
out a pair of scissors and cut 
her ha i r so badly that she 
c r i ed . 

She sa id the suspect 
warned her to wear a hijab or 
her hair wou ld be clipped 
again by force. Shameera now 
wears a hijab. 

M a i m o n a , another v ic t im, 
said a man cut her hair while 
she was s tand ing outside a 
depar tment store here. 

She now carries a knife to 
protect hersel f from the hair 
cu t t e r s . 

" J u s t let them try that 
aga in , " she sa id . 

Ustadz Jaa far A l i , spokes
man for the u lama , did not 
conf irm or deny the hair 
cu t t i ng . 

B u t he said that under 
M u s l i m laws, women are 
compel led to wear veils. 

"It is i n the Koran and the 
H a d i t h (saying of Prophet 
M o h a m m a d , S.A.W). Women 
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should avoid exposing the ir 
hair because this could tempt 
the opposite sex," he sa id . 

Source: Today 
1 February 1996 

• 
INDONESIAN W O M E N A C T I V I S T S : 

T A R G E T S OF R A P E A N D 

T O R T U R E - A M N E S T Y 

INTERNATIONAL 

The h u m a n r i g h t s g r o u p 
Amnesty Internat ional said In
dones ian women , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
act iv ists, were targets of a rb i 
trary rape, t o r ture , execut i on 
and other rights violations by 
security forces. 

In a report en t i t l ed 
"Women i n I n d o n e s i a 
and East Timor, Stand
ing Aga inst Repress i on , 
Amnesty In te rnat iona l sa id 
tor ture has become i n s t i t u 
t ional i zed w i t h i n the s e cu r i t y 
forces." 

Indones ian Fore i gn M i n i s 
try s p o k e s m a n Ghaf fa r F a d y l 
said the report was "biased" and 
the a l legat ions were not new. 
"Amnesty Internat ional has a l 
ways been engaged in the d is
tortion of facts on human rights 
in Indonesia," Fady l sa id . 

But Amnesty In te rna t i ona l 
spokeswoman Nalyn i Mohamed 
said, i n r e l eas ing the r epor t , 
that "those who chal lenge In
donesian authori t ies frequently 
suffer h u m a n rights v io lat ions, 
including arbitrary arrest, rape, 
torture and extrajudicial execu
tions," Mohamed sa id . 

Amnesty Internat ional 's re
port said women most at r i sk 
were those involved in land dis
putes. Islamic or other rehgious 
activities or those crit iciz ing the 
central rule in the provinces of 
Aceh, I r ian J a y a a n d E a s t 
Timor. The report l is ts a n u m 
ber of allegations of i m p r i s o n 
ment, rape, torture and execu
tions of women in Indonesia i n 
the 1990s. 

Amnesty Internat ional sa id 

it had received 40 tes t imonies 
from women descr ib ing torture 
since 1993. Torture methods in
c luded electric shock, cigarette 
burns , sleep and food depriva
t i o n , a n d b a s h i n g w i t h i r o n 
bars , wood and bott les. "Tor
ture is f requent ly used to ob
ta in in format ion , to in t imidate 
detainees and to obtain confes
s i ons , " A m n e s t y In t e rna t i ona l 
sa id . "In many cases, the at t i 
tude of government and secu
rity officials appears to condone 

the h u m a n rights violat ions," 
it added. 

The h u m a n r i g h t s 
g r o u p added tha t 
s ince the Indones ian 

invasion of East Timor 
i n 1975 , i ndependence 

suppor ters had been r ou 
t i n e l y t o r t u r e d a n d m a l 

treated by Indones ian mi l i t a ry 
p e r s o n n e l . 

• 
FILIPINO W O M E N T A R G E T E D BY 

M O O N I E S 

Ph i l i pp ine immig ra t i on a u 
thor i t ies stopped 984 F i l i p inas 
from leav ing M a n i l a for S o u t h 
Korea as brides. The agency al
leged that the women, who were 
m a r r i e d to most ly S o u t h Ko
r e a n m e n in m a s s w e d d i n g 
rites of the Unification Church , 
are victims of a mail order bride 
scheme by the church . 

Rodolfo D u m a p i a s , an em
bassy counsellor in Seoul, said 
that, "To the Korean Unif ication 
men, marrying a F i l ip ina or any 
foreign woman is Uke a business 
t r ansac t i on [because] he pays 
more t h a n $ 2 , 0 0 0 to get a 
housema id , who can also be a 
sex pa r tne r . " 

R epo r t s have come to 
the P h i l i p p i n e e m b a s s y i n 
Seoul that F ihp ina women were 
be ing brought to Seou l by the 
U n i f i c a t i o n C h u r c h a n d de
ployed as domestic workers and 
p r o s t i t u t e s . Repor t s a lso i n 
c l u d e d the t e s t i m o n y of a 

w o m a n who was mar r i ed to a 
m e m b e r of the U n i f i c a t i o n 
C h u r c h . She sa id that her 
husband kept her at home as a 
prisoner and passed her around 
to other men. 

The U n i f i c a t i o n C h u r c h , 
founded by Reverend Moon and 
whose m e m b e r s are ca l l ed 
Moonies, has been a controver
s i a l r e l i g i o u s sect in many 
countr ies . It is known interna
t ional ly for its mass weddings. 
The mass weddings that were 
h e l d i n the P h i l i p p i n e s have 
been found by authorities to be 
n o t h i n g more t h a n "mass 
bless ings" for the hundreds of 
couples that were matched by 
Reverend Moon in the Ph i l i p 
p in e s . 

Bel ievers of the Uni f icat ion 
Church claim that the church is 
a b l end of many re l ig ions and 
that it is a peace-loving organi
za t i on . They believe that their 
Church is being attacked for not 
being part of established religions. 

W o m e n who suppo r t the 
m a t c h - m a k i n g of the Un i f i ca 
tion C h u r c h c la im that they are 
under no coercion to leave their 
c o u n t r i e s and to sett le else
where . They added that the 
m a t c h - m a k i n g process is w i th 
their par t i c ipa t i on . 

Author i t i es counter that it 
is no coincidence that F i l ip inas 
are being targeted as bndes. The 
Ko r ean government has an 
n o u n c e d the need for 40 ,000 
more workers to help small com
panies . Women also question 
why the Uni f icat ion C h u r c h is 
targeting only Fi l ip ina women to 
become brides to mostly South 
Korean men. Why not Fi l ipino 
men as grooms to foreign women? 

Source: The Phi l ippine Dai ly 
Inquirer and Today 

25 January J 996 

AFRICAN LEADER AWARDED ' 

The 1995 A f r i c a Pr i ze for 
Leadership for the Susta inable 
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