
support from the N G O s of the 
region, have taken act ion. A u s -
traUa, New Z e a l a n d a n d F i j i 
have taken France to the World 
Court and Fiji sponsored a mo
tion that was passed by the U N 
General Assembly c ondemn ing 
the test ing. 

Source: Report by Ruth E. 
Lechte, Director of Energy and 

Environment for the World 
Young Women's Christian 

Association 
20 November 1995 

the Western Samoa Observer 
June 1995 

and Fiji Times, July 1995 

S H E L T E R 
F O R M E D 

T h r e e 
women's 
forces to 

C O A L I T I O N 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
n e t w o r k s j o i n e d 
form wha t i s now 

known as the super c oa l i t i on . 
H I C Women a n d She l t e r Net
work, Grassroots Organizat ions 
Operating To-gether for S ister
hood (GROOTS) based in the 
USA and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Council of Women (ICW ) based 
in The Nether lands, as wel l as 
the United Nat ions C o u n c i l on 
Human Se t t l ements ' (Habitat ) 
Women in H u m a n Set t l ements 
Development P r o g r a m m e 
(WHSDP) have been col laborat
ing to voice the conce rns a n d 
priorit ies of women r e ga rd ing 
their access to h o u s i n g , l a n d 
and services. 

The members of th i s coah-
tion have been working together 
to have a women's perspect ive 
on h o u s i n g t h r o u g h ma jor 
United Na t i ons con f e r ences 
such as the Wor ld S u m m i t for 
Social Development and C o m 
miss ion on the S t a t u s of 
Women (PrepCom 11), and the 
second P r e p C o m for H a b i t a t 
ll.Over 30 members of the newly 
formed super coaUtion met dur
ing the NGO Consu l ta t i on he ld 
m New York in March 1995. The 
coalition was able to get some 

c l auses on women 's l an d an d 
h o u s i n g r i gh ts into the Draf t 
Platform of Act ion. One of the 
c l auses that is s t i l l b racketed 
r e a d s : " G o v e r n m e n t s m u s t 
g u a r a n t e e women ' s h u m a n 
r i gh t to e q u a l access to an d 
con t r o l of l a n d , proper ty an d 
credit, regardless of customary 
laws, t r ad i t i ons an d pract ices 
related to inheritance and mar
riage. Non-governmental orga
n izat ions and women's organi
zat ions shou ld mobil ize to pro

tect the t rad i t ional l and and 
p rope r t y r i g h t s of a l l 

w o m e n , i n c l u d i n g 
p as t o r a l i s t s , f i shery 
w o r k e r s a n d no
madic groups, indig

e n o u s peop l es , r e fu 
gees an d migrant work

e r s . " 

For more in format ion, 
contact HIC Women a n d 
She l ter Network Secretar iat , 
Maz ing i r a Inst i tute, PO Box 
14550, Na i rob i , Kenya . Phone 
254 2 443219/26/29 , Fax 254 
2 444643/443214 , E -ma i l : 
Maz ing ira@elc i .gn.apc.org 

Source: Women and Shelter 
No. 9, July 1995 

• 
Y o u ' v e G O T T O B E I N I T T O 

W I N I T 

J u s t as Sou th Afr ica was 
once banned from the O l y m 
pics , any count ry that bars 
women from its delegation 
shou ld be s ide l ined, says 
A t l an ta P lus , a n in t e rna t i ona l 
coa l i t ion of act iv ists a n d 
a th l e t e s . 

After 32 countr i es sent 
a l l -male teams in 1992, the 
group came together to urge 
the In ternat iona l O l ymp i c 
Commit tee (IOC) to impro\;e 
its record in t ime for the 1996 
games in A t l an ta . Acco rd ing 
to A t l an ta P lus , I ran is the 
only count ry k n o w n to expl ic
itly b a n women, bu t women 
are c onsp i cuous l y absent from 

the sizeable delegations of 
other Is lamic countr ies hke 
Kuwa i t a n d Pak i s tan . 

The group is urg ing the 
IOC to investigate countr ies 
that cou ld be r u n n i n g afoul of 
the O l ymp i c charter , wh ich 
prohib i ts gender d i s c r im ina 
t ion. B u t the IOC has cal led 
the campa i gn a n attack on 
re l ig ion—a c la im Moroccan 
gold medal is t Nawal E l 
Moutawake l , who is a M u s l i m 
rejects. "There isn't a religion 
on ear th that says women 
can ' t pract ice sports." 

Source: Ms., Vol. VI, No. 2. 
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