should avoid exposing their
hair because this could tempt
the opposite sex,” he said.
Source: Today
1 February 1996
n

InbonEsiaAN WomeN AcTivisTs:
TarGers ofF RaAPE aND
TORTURE-AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL

The human rights group
Amnesty International said In-
donesian women, particularly
activists, were targets of arbi-
trary rape, torture, execution
and other rights violations by
security forces.

In a report entitled
“Women in Indonesia
and East Timor, Stand-
ing Against Repression,”
Amnesty International said
torture has become institu-
tionalized within the security
forces.”

Indonesian Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Ghaffar Fadyl
said the report was “biased” and
the allegations were not new.
“Amnesty International has al-
ways been engaged in the dis-
tortion of facts on human rights
in Indonesia,” Fadyl said.

But Amnesty International
spokeswoman Nalyni Mohamed
said, in releasing the report,
that “those who challenge In-
donesian authorities frequently
suffer human rights violations,
including arbitrary arrest, rape,
torture and extrajudicial execu-
tions,” Mohamed said.

Amnesty International’s re-
port said women most at risk
were those involved in land dis-
putes, Islamic or other religious
activities or those criticizing the
central rule in the provinces of
Aceh, Irian Jaya and East
Timor. The report lists a num-
ber of allegations of imprison-
ment, rape, torture and execu-
tions of women in Indonesia in
the 1990s.

Amnesty International said

it had received 40 testimonies
from women describing torture
since 1993. Torture methods in-
cluded electric shock, cigarette
burns, sleep and food depriva-
tion, and bashing with iron
bars, wood and bottles. “Tor-
ture is frequently used to ob-
tain information, to intimidate
detainees and to obtain confes-
sions,” Amnesty International
said. “In many cases, the atti-
tude of government and secu-
rity officials appears to condone
the human rights violations,”
it added.

The human rights
group added that
since the Indonesian
invasion of East Timor
in 1975, independence
supporters had been rou-
tinely tortured and mal-
treated by Indonesian military
personnel.

||
FiLirino WomeN TARGETED BY
Moonies

Philippine immigration au-
thorities stopped 984 Filipinas
from leaving Manila for South
Korea as brides. The agency al-
leged that the women, who were
married to mostly South Ko-
rean men in mass wedding
rites of the Unification Church,
are victims of a mail order bride
scheme by the church.

Rodolfo Dumapias, an em-
bassy counsellor in Seoul, said
that, “To the Korean Unification
men, marrying a Filipina or any
foreign woman is like a business
transaction [because] he pays
more than $2,000 to get a
housemaid, who can also be a
sex partner.”

Reports have come to
the Philippine embassy in
Seoul that Filipina women were
being brought to Seoul by the
Unification Church and de-
ployed as domestic workers and
prostitutes. Reports also in-
cluded the testimony of a
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woman who was married to a
member of the Unification
Church. She said that her
husband kept her at home as a
prisoner and passed her around
to other men.

The Unification Church,
founded by Reverend Moon and
whose members are called
Moonies, has been a controver-
sial religious sect in many
countries. It is known interna-
tionally for its mass weddings.
The mass weddings that were
held in the Philippines have
been found by authorities to be
nothing more than “mass
blessings” for the hundreds of
couples that were matched by
Reverend Moon in the Philip-
pines.

Believers of the Unification
Church claim that the church is
a blend of many religions and
that it is a peace-loving organi-
zation. They believe that their
Church is being attacked for not
being part of established religions.

Women who support the
match-making of the Unifica-
tion Church claim that they are
under no coercion to leave their
countries and to settle else-
where. They added that the
match-making process is with
their participation.

Authorities counter that it
is no coincidence that Filipinas
are being targeted as brides. The
Korean government has an-
nounced the need for 40,000
more workers to help small com-
panies. Women also question
why the Unification Church is
targeting only Filipina women to
become brides to mostly South
Korean men. Why not Filipino
men as grooms to foreign women?

Source: The Philippine Daily
Inquirer and Today
25 January 1996
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