
Accord ing to reports , ga th
ered by A A A S H R A N , D r . M a 
Thida was diagnosed with can
cer a n d t u b e r c u l o s i s i n J u n e 
1995. For a short t ime, she 
was hosp i t a l i z ed bu t la ter 
r e t u r n e d to h e r p r i s o n 
cel l where c o n d i t i o n s 
are reported to be poor. 

The A A A S H R A N a n d 
the W o m e n L i v i n g U n d e r 
Mus l im Laws urge readers to 
please s end t e l e xes , t e l 
egrams, faxes or a i r m a i l let
ters to o f f i c i a l s of the S t a t e 
Law a n d O r d e r R e s t o r a t i o n 
C o u n c i l i n B u r m a to e x p r e s s 
concern about D r . M a T h i d a , 
request in format ion about her 
hospital stay i n m i d - J u n e and 
the t r e a t m e n t she r e c e i v e d , 
seek information regard ing her 
cu r r en t s ta te of h e a l t h , a n d 
urge her immediate and uncon
d i t i ona l r e l ease f rom p r i s o n . 
Please address your letters to: 

General Than Shwe 
Chairman, State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
Yangon, Union of Myanmar 

Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt 
Secretary 1, State Law and Or
der Restoration Council 
Yangon, Union of Myanmar 

Lieutenant General Tin U 
Secretary 2, State Law and 
Order Restoration Coucil 

Also, please send copies of 
your letters to: 

Vice Admiral Than Nyunt 
Minister of Health, 
Ministers Office 
Yangoon, Union of Myanmar 

Ambassador U Thang 
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar 
2300 S Street, NW, Washington, 
DC 20008 

In addi t ion, the A A A S H R A N 
would l ike copies of your ap
pea ls an d any responses that 
you may receive. Please ad

dress them to: 
Elisa Munoz, AAAS 
Science and Human 

Rights Program 
1333 H. St. NW 

Washington DC 20005 
Tel: (202) 326-6797 

Fax: (202) 289-4950 
E-mail: EMUN0Z@AAAS.ORG 

(Internet system) 
• 

Focus O N W O M E N IN T H E M E D I A 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a 
tion of Journa l i s t s (IFJ) has in i 
t iated a major project a imed at 
r e s e a r c h i n g a n d d o c u m e n t i n g 
issues confronting women work
ing in the media industry in Asia. 
One of these issues is equal op
por tun i ty i n promot ion. 

The project also a ims to in 
vestigate and report on the por
t raya l of women in the med ia . 
The project. Women in the Me
dia in Asia , focuses on five coun
tr ies: Cambod ia , India, Indone
s ia , Ma l ays i a an d A u s t r a l i a . 

The research wi l l gauge the 
extent of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , both 
d i rect a n d ind i r ec t , s t i l l be ing 
suffered by women. Information 
on job access, recruitment, pay, 
a n d w o m e n ' s p r o m o t i o n a l 
chances w i l l be co l l a ted . The 
survey a ims to el ic it responses 
on the extent of job segregation, 
type of t r a i n i n g a n d deve lop
ment, prevalence of sexua l ha 
r a s s m e n t a n d the n a t u r e of 
w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g 
c h i l d c a r e p r o v i s i o n s , at the 
workp lace . Posit ive changes at 
workplaces and in women's em
p l o y m e n t c o n d i t i o n s w i l l be 
i d en t i f i ed a n d c r ed i t ed to the 
o rgan isa t i on concerned . 

The r e s e a r c h w i l l be c o n 
d u c t e d i n j o u r n a l i s t s ' wo rk 
p laces . Th i s w i l l faci l i tate the 
prompt completion of the project 
a n d a l l ow j o u r n a l i s t s to be 

closely involved in the project. 
In f o rmat i on is be ing col lected 
accord ing to state, type of me
d ia organisat ion and employer. 

A s m a l l g r oup of women 
journa l i s t s assumed to have an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g and interest in 
the i s sues invo lved in the re
search have been approached to 
form a focus group and to as
sist in offering an insider's per
spective on the issues to be sur
veyed. 

Source: The All iance 
September 1995 

• 
M E X I C A N M I L I T A R Y U S E 

G A N G R A P E T O I N T I M I D A T E 

P R O T E S T E R S 

A l a r m i n g r epor t s from 
Mexico say that women are be
ing gang raped by the mi l i tary 
in San Cr is tobal de las Casas, 
Chiapas. The area is in the grips 
of a low i n t e n s i t y war be ing 
waged by M e x i c a n m i l i t a r y 
against Zapatista peasants pro
t e s t ing the dep lorab le condi 
t ions of the region. The mi l i 
tary is us ing gang rape as a tool 
of violence and int imidat ion. 

On 25 October 1993, Cecilia 
Rodr i guez , Coo rd ina to r of the 
N a t i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n for De
mocracy in Mexico was brutal ly 
raped and sodomized by three 
heavi ly armed men in Chiapas. 
She h a s a lso rece ived dea th 
th r ea t s . 

On 4 J u n e 1994, three indi
genous women were gang raped 
by 30 soldiers at an army check
p o i n t . T h e i r m o t h e r s were 
forced to hear the screams of 
the women as they were raped. 
C h a r g e s have been brought 
a g a i n s t the so ld i e r s but the 
case l i es inac t i v e at the Na
t i o n a l Defense Sec r e t a r i a t 
( S E D E N A ) . W o m e n are de
m a n d i n g tha t the case be 
turned over to a civi l court so 
that it may be reopened and in
vest igated . 

O n 4 Oc tobe r 1995 , five 
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